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HOMICIDE/VIETNAM
Submitted by Retired Special Agent Bob Powers

 In the latter part of my tour in Vietnam, possibly around August 

probable suspect.  It was obvious to Jack Meyer, the SRA, that NIS was not 
investigating the matter because the Marines had neglected to tell us about 

fell under NIS investigative jurisdiction, but in those days, Vietnam, or any 

the homicide.When it turned out that never happened he advised that the 

the next morning to assume the investigation.

Investigator, who was handling the investigation, provided me a detailed brief on what had been done on the 
investigation.  The homicide had taken place over three weeks earlier in a small village on Route 1, located 

The investigation developed that the Marine had been in the village, possibly involved in black market activities, 
however, no information had been developed as to why he had shot the girl.  It had been determined, through 
interviews in the village that the Marine was driving a ¾-ton truck and partial bumper numbers on the truck 

opinion that the partial bumper numbers, obtained from a Vietnamese witness, were probably incorrect but at 

victim was dead, with a through and through gunshot wound, when he arrived at the crime scene.  The victim 
had been transferred to a Vietnamese hospital and subsequently buried, by her family, at an unknown location.  
Attempts to locate the bullet had been unsuccessful.  The only physical evidence obtained at the crime scene, 

Jack Meyer, at his desk, 
NISRA Danang
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most cooperative witness he had talked to 
in the village.  I set off for the village with 

the day to sign over the physical evidence.
 As I drove to the village I was 
thinking of some plausible investigative 
leads, without much luck, and frankly I 
thought this investigation would probably 

interpreter and I did when we arrived at 
the village was locate the mother of the 

which seemed almost stupid at the time 
since she had been extensively interviewed 

killed her daughter?  Not only did she say 

last name and the general location where 
he worked.  To say I was shocked and 
extremely happy was an understatement.  I 

a small supply detachment located not far from the village on Route 1, had been black marketing in the village 
for some time.  Initially Subject black-marketed with a family on the other side of Route 1; however, about a 
month previously he began black marketing with her family.  On the night of the homicide Subject showed up 
at her home, more a wood and cardboard hut, to conduct some black market activities.  Subject was intoxicated 
and at some point during the negotiations he told her the family he had previously black marketed with had let 
him have sex with their daughter and he wanted the same arrangement with her.  She told him that her daughter 
was only a child and that sex with her daughter was out of the question.  Subject became aggressive, with her 
daughter, and the mother told the daughter to run, which she did.  The daughter ran outside away from the 
home on Route 1.  Subject ran after the daughter and the mother followed Subject.  Several yards from the 
house the mother saw that Subject had a pistol in his hand and he shot once at her daughter, who was 5 to 10 
meters ahead of Subject.  Her daughter fell to the ground and died, shortly after the mother reached her.  Subject 

not provided this information to the military investigators, the night of the homicide, and she said they wore 
the same uniform as Subject and she did not trust them.  I also believe she might have been fearful that her 
black marketing activities might have caused problems for her family.  I was dressed in my normal Vietnam 

military.  The interview of the mother had taken most of the afternoon and it was beginning to get dark.  I felt I 
needed another Agent to apprehend Subject, so I decided I would make the apprehension the next day.  On the 

ribbing about whether I had caught the suspect.  The place went dead silent, when I announced that I did not 
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