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"I WJ!.S A J AP..A.Nl:U:, SI'Y" 
BY 1-.L BL1~ 

I .t hink it Wlla 1: 19~8 that '~ ~ha~ iiia~ ' tb~· ;~:>.Je,~ :flli-
zio Kono, He was employed es a Chaut'eu.r for Charlie Cahpli 
cnd~ .. a working at the Chaplin Studio as an actor in a plot 
ure cEilled "Shoulder .-Arms" . Perhaps eome or my readers will 
remember one par-t~cule.r sequence where Charlie, his brother 
Sydney and I were in the ~U6-0Ut and it rained so bard that the 
Dua-o~t begf..D. to fil l up with .water. Jortun.a.tely I was in ,fi!J,. ,,~, ... . 
up :.-er-·.bmuth.but poor Charlie · we.s not so ,lucky. As t _he :water ~d.a :';:­
ual:cy- ros, higher and higher, the. 11 t:tle •fellow -saw ·that hfi .wa, ~~c• .­
soon to .be comyletel.y submerged. Re'achiilg ·ou.~ ·he ·unscrewed·:,t~~-.-~--.',:;.-:­
horn or c1~1 0ld style ;:ihonosraµh, pl eced the smell end in his··mo·uth 
und settled back t o sieep. com~letely undo r water • 

. Kono, a s I said v,as working ,-.c a Chaufetw.· f or Charlie 
·me t he WBY I he..,?enecl tc become ~osonal l y acquainted with him 
was &t thet time I owned a Bcby Peugeot automobile that I · Wfl.s' 
imported from France. The car had been ovmed by E~die Ricken- :• 
'baoker e.nd I had ·puroh.ased .. it :t'rom. him. · _ · ·. ·-:: .. · 1

• .·,> . · .. 
•• '!A'o• .... . ·,.:• ,J f, • • • .~ - ~ ~f• t• • • ::. • ', .,,.; •••• • •1.;-• ~ '"'ta • 

Kono c.dmir cd t he little car· so much 
1lersuaded lile to sell 1 t to hin. Later 1 t 
sailing u1, and down Sunset Boulave.rd wt th 
J"ap firmly e re.aping the stesring ·wheel. 

the.the finally 
bec;:-une e. f am.illar sight 
the ¼~ld eyed little 

~ .i .... 
:·.~ , ., 

.. 

I worked in several pictures at the Cheplin studio but • ,,· •. 
finolly ·quit the ?icture _game to return-to my 1'1rst love, •out ~ .r. 

Door" chow business. · About n1nteen th1rcy-rour or t1ve·, I je.e.d·, ·: ', • 
· ' in ·t he news papers where Kono wa 15 · ta.king twc Ameri oen girl, ao.tt-,;: 'i:.'1 ."' • 

bell teams to Japan. There were over :t'it:jy people in the party 
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and to me this s eemed like quite an outlay of money fore t hirty­
five dollar a W6ek Chaufeur . 

.. ~ 
In nineteen thirty-line I was running a girl allow at the · 

San Franci sco Fair. One of the girls in my show tried to or~~fi­
ize a Soft Ball t eam. She told me thf-t she hod b eGn with a team 
t hat had toured t ho Orient snd I di s covered t :t..e.t s:\:le he.6. been 
one or Kono'a party in Nineteen thirty-tour • 

From t his young lady I leo.rned a lot. The Champagne ;>arties 
tha t Knon hud given on the trip , the High Army and Navy Officers 
tha a d entert~ined and the Jalacial home thnt he meint~ined -
jus outside of Tokio. She told me thtlt the LQndaoeping o:t hi\ · 
hom EJ.lonn ·hnd oost twenty thousand tollare. J.'.ade 518 v11s.h I'd ... 
be~ .a _ Chaufeur insteed or r9llo-vring ~how l:!usiness. : ··;r,. --~ ~-- · , __ . . . ., 

~••·iBeptemb~r Nineteen fonty-the Fair in San Francisco··ei:u1'ed.~· .. 
. and I returned to r:n:y winter quarters, Hol lywood. 
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On the twenty rourth day of "the roi10·,:ing Uerch, 1941. 
I caoe out of tho bank at t h~ corner of Sante Monica B'lT4 
and Wostern Avenue o.nd ran smack into my friend, lt.i.r . Kono • . We 

· ,ex &ed greetingt, and he a sked what I · had bet.:n 4olng singe ,a.. 
.. :. l,'l.f\ 1.0 l .,s\. I explained th&t I had quit the Piotur"f; 
waa no,l in ou>-door ahow business • . Re ea1c1, S.u ·a .Jold. war, 

w does· 1 t happen you not in ·nraf't?": "I told -~l.ln tlhat I . wa• a : .. 1 
bit ps st t he Dr aft age but t het I had done my bit ~hen I waa 

• · _,,hat I had served four yeo.rs in the U.S. Nevy. , . ,_,, 
"too bad you n<>t in Uavy now" he r eplied "mftybe you ooUld 

make· t.nore money than in sho,r business." 
Here, I thought was e chEJ1ce to verify TiIY suspicions ot 

tho man . I decided I would concoct a little story t~t, it. he . , 
wss what . I suspected, · the tale I was about .to give him would bring 
it out.·' ·I told him that I hed· a very good 'friend that was: ~ -Yoe­
man on the J'lagsh1p ?ennsylvanie, the.t ·my triend was .disg\i·ste.d:.>~'· 
v~i t h thE-; Navy and t hat he:- vres going to r eturn to civilian life 
0 8 soon E:.s his enli s t ment expired. 

Never let onyone tell you that the Ja9anese are not cagy, 
Kono didn't go for the s torf, hock line and s i nker , as I had 
exp~cted. He immediately che.nged the subject but not _berore I - ~ 
had seen t he look ot 1ntereet 1n his eyes. lie wound up ~Y ~aking 
m.:,· phone number and asked me how I would 'like to .have a r~al.:.J'a_p­
enesc dinner with him · eome evening. · I · tol.<i him J: woul4 . like it ->: 
vory much .:.nd I lef t hLr. with t he f eeling that I would hear· trom· 
before lilE.lny days ;,as Y: c.d . 

I returned h orae and t Jwu.gh"'t ovt:r t L{\ situation. Kono• I 
uecided was sm.art--plenty Slllart. A college gr nduate around fifty 
yecrs. or a6e and hed lived in this country l ong enough '\;o be 
thoroughly familiar with .American people tµ1d thei r ways • . ~e~e ·waa 
a man that had to be thorettgcly oonvinoed of ~nes s1noe1·ety ' Qr ·f:,-!' : 
else he would back away from the proposition without .a mo•~~t• .,~~­
hesitation. For t hat r e~aon I decided tbet if he should oall' me 
on t he phone I would ;•retend t hat I had some other business to :;•· . 
a ttend to end lcee1 , hi.Jll we.1 ting for e. day o:r two be:fore meeting .. ~ 
h~. 1 

J. 

I hec1 t old hiI~ th::, t the best time• t o .ce.toh me 1n was bet-ween 
five and aix P . M. 

The next evening e t exactly five mi nutes past five, "fI1Y phone 
rung. "liello Bltike, t his i s Kono" said a voice, "How a.bout hs.ving 
dinner with me tonight?" 

"No" I -said, "I'm sorry Kono but I'm i~v1t~d out to dinner · 
--c.~ .. -. Y,e 'll huve t o ce.x e it some otl:er t i.rue ." ,. · 

·tte seemed qui t a e.. bit d1eep;>o1nted then asked if I oout · . .; · • 
1 oh ·with him the next day at one o•clook . Thia I agrGed ~ •'·•~·-:r and we made e.r r ang em en ts to_ mee_~ e. t . the corner or ._s~~et.; . ~~ ;; · 

··. - .. ' : . ....... ..• -

~ I arrived nt the corner a few ninutes after one the tollow-i-·1":i ., ing dey and 'Ml& greet ed by Kono "·1th t he waist-line bow •o typical 

:..&};] _~-~ -===~,~~--~~~-3¼~-~-s:;;;-:;:-.; ... ~ ... :-::~;..~-~ -:-c.~:.;.: - · 7~5~:.,=;~===~~::=;:~:;:;~;..;;;~;·~~~~::;: ... ~ r: .,.,.. .. ..,. • , 1 .• ... ,.,· • ..,.-- .,.. ~~ _,. .... ,... ,, ...... Y~ .~'~ ... .. •-- '!""'~,,14~~ w a t• • ~ s -o: ~..., ~~ r w• e .. ~ 
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or t he Jonanese r ace . We cros~ed the street t o the Chel'.r'Y Blossom 
Re~taurant and s ot down to e v ~ry delicious lunch ~:iµoh had eT1d-

- e K::: :::::: :r:::h::;ty way t~ ;eel me ~ut • · He: ~t: i 
r:, much to tind out just what my ·ettl tude was to:wai-d my .. o ~tr,. 
esked me what I would do if Germany and the Unite4 State .eTer 

e , _ in. war and e n umber of questions like that to asoerte.in 
if i;osoiblo ju~t how patriotic l miGht be . 

I Guess l enswerod t h& questi ons to his satisfaction for 
&.fter sizing me up ce..refully tor e. rew minutes he lowered ~1• , ... 
voice_ ~d asked , "tlow would you like to . make a lot or money?• _ _ 
I knew what wall coming· so I told bim that :r owed three weeks .. _, 
rent, two payments on my car and t hat 1:r- I didn't get hold.~t • 
s o.1:.e m.oney 11rot ty ½.Ui ck I' d .i.-'robcibly wine Uji i n the jJenetentary. 

Th i fl e:tat rnuent of my deS) E-rr,t e ne!':d of t1onsy .seemed to -... lea s e 
him. b r eatly a nd his eyes. I'Lirly s varkleo. throu1)1 hie horn-ri..mmed 
gl l:..s s es . "You me6Jl t t .c.t y ou t l1ink more ot meney t han you do of 
your oountryw?, · and he looked me straight in the ey es ·es he aakad 
t he question. "My country" I re1>lied, "never did anythi ng tor me. 
All I'm interested in right .now is me.king money and I . don':t oar•· 
t ow I ·make 1 t. • ,. · · · -·· ·, -,~ ... 

E:viC:cmtly tli.i r-; w·ap. the re.::,l Y -~hr.t nG hr~d. t> E en \,E.i ting for• 
for b e r c::.cned ovc:r i..1.t1C, pa. tte>d me on th,. shoulder end oaid• "'I'ou 
coi ng t o ~Eke ~lcnty 1noncy , many thouscnd dollar s but ~e got be 
vary carofu1 1 this very dangerous ~usiness." 

Then Kono pr oceeded to ask me numerous que,tion~ regarding 
my- fri end in t11e n avy . Of co u.rse I had to 1'd Li~-the · E.llswel'S aa · 
my "Friend• was pure).y imaginary. '-./J, J. 

... 

After e. few drink21 ot Saki we parted with the under~tanding 
th.et Kono was to oall me t ho n ext dey e.t no ··n. 

It \vas my intention to turn t he ma t t er ovsr to the Nuvy ~~ 
Inte:lligence De~ort.:..rnnt but I didn't think it e.dviseble to do so 
until I tad eo~e.tbinG definite to gi ve them. hltbough I wee. thoro­
uehlY convinced t hc.t Kono wc..s not strictly· Kosher, I didn' t have 
any ~r oe~ of his guilt. 

Too t:f\ny i)eople now1:,.de.ys are i nclined t o rusl! dovvn to the 
F.B.I ., or 3cme other l aw entorcemont a6ency if t hey ~Ge ~ome 

· f o . er glfl.Iloe over his ~houlder or muke a nototion in a -nQte-
b k . I went home; end deoidod not to mc.ke c.ny report until Lnd 
e 1ttle more to go on. - . r · 

·... . ·:. ~: ' ~ ... ; . 
· At noon the next dEiy I htid a ?hone ce.11 from Kono . tl~ _1 : _ted 

ta-..•...,mc et once. Said he ,yould meet me on t he ;>a.rking lot-h · . .,••,( 
back of Seara Roebuck ' s store on Santa Mc,nl ca Bl v~. 

. '/•~·\. ~~l:~ _. • -- • • • - -
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\':c ti.!..t Es-lld he told me tha t hE: had ha.d dinner t ho night betore 
witu ~nothor J nr anese whom he would like t o heve me meet. He told 

his. Jap wus a Comcumdor in the Ja_panese H~\7:· f.i.nd tha:,, 
'l'e. ec1 ~e t o _be ~t the oo:ne~ ot-.. Bun~e~ , and. _:Wil t ~n promptly "' 
t~ t; () Ol()~ \Q&\ clq. ·~·· .. ' ~ . .,, . . ' . 

4• •., • (", ~ #II "" 

1 

\ ; ~ '• ,( -.,.
0 

'- • . • • • -, f , ~ f l- ,.. ~ • I 

't' 1" "At 'three o'clock I "we.~ ni''t'lie ' de~ignat"ed· a_pot "and a~··oof• .:orw' 
min · later a Buick Sedan c&me around the corner. In the trout 
seat W6.S e Japanese man and woman. Kono set 1n t he rear ·oomoartment. 
The man 1n tront wee about thirty two years old und the Japanese 
woman w&s around eighteen or nineteen. , 
I f;Ot in tlle baok seat w1 th Kono e.nd we inmledis.t~ly d.rove ott. l, .... 

·noticed th~t the fellow ·1n front waa . continually wetchi~g the':re'a:r-, , 
view mirror. After we bad driven seTera.l blocks w•f~ arked...,..in....~tront 
of.' ' a J ananese Nurse.,...,.. · ·' -· ·• . . · .· ·: ·.•·' : · · ':. -~7.:;;.: · ,• 

,,, • •,J • . . . ..,. . ; - .. ,~- t. ft ' ~ t .. 

Jeere Kono introduced the men as "Mr. Yamt:to" and the young lacy as 
t he mnn•s neioe, "Mi ss Kusade". 
~ono hed me re ~ent ~~ s tory t o Ya.ma te about 
Ye:ll..e.to asked r.1e quite r. number of ~ueetior.:s 
tions in a s~sll m€morendum book. Suddenly 
friends name"? 

1ilY "friend" in t he N~vy . 
c..nd made several. note- . 
he ~sked, "What _is your 

- , 
.... , ,. 

It would have been a simple matter to aay "Bill Sm.1th" . o~ "Jo~ ... 
Brown• but it~occu~e~ to me. t ha\P.laybe he m.ighi h~ve. ~ome -,,ay~or . j 

checking u; on tl·.c :)er son..•·Hil of the di ff ~rent ebipe and it :tie · found 
t here v.e.s no Bil · Srui th or J ohn Brovm obos2·d the Pennsylvenie be 
would i f'll.ncdj 1: t&ly kno\; tht:-t there ·wc.s so.:.nething v.rront:5 . I hes1 t t.ted 
fore f r action cf a second ond t hen vmilcd and said; ~Mr Ya.me.to, I 
don't think t hut i e n fair qu~eti on." "Why not" he inquired. "Well•, 
I replled, "Si:;t,lY b coEruse , UAtil now we b.avcn' t ree.ohed e:ny agree-

.. ment and 1 t wouldn't be fs1r to IrJY friend to di vu.lge his name and · 
.. jepordise his liberty until we were actua.1.ly doing businesa.• .. "'':t ; ·. ·, - ., 

. ' 
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I was a , bit SU+I>rised e.t 'Yt:.DJa~o• s reaction to my statemont.· ·· I tbp~h~ 
tor a moment that 1 t might cause him to be· suspicious but instead · ·· 
1t. be.cl the o!i.t>os1te efreot. l:le ~1led and said, "You are e.bsolut!llY 
right, Mr Blake. I e.;>polisize f or s sking the question." 
There were l ots cf otbcr ~uestions he asked t h~t I had no hes1t6.ncf 
in anr:weri ng. How o l d WAS my f riend, how long htic. be been in the 
N~V"/, vms h e mar1-1ed , did he drink, snd er,ong others, where we.e the 
Pe nnsyl ve.n16. at t he ·resent t itle? 
I told him t ha t I didn't hove t he alightr:s t id.ea. but thr..t 6 8 it W3S 
t he Fleg ZJ:dp it would be witL tl1e fleet , wherever t ha.t was. 
He want ed to know if I could write t o my friend and sr : ange a meet­
l ug and he seid t h!lt he would find out where the fleet was loo&ted. 
~e excused himseir and walked down to t ho Drug Store on t he corner 
Hnd .,,te!t!"phoned. He w-e,s bnck in e f ew mi nut1;s ~nd interned me t hat 
the ennsylvP.nia was i n Honolulu t:"...i.d suggestec. t hg t I write iir-

:~ )1 ~a i l etter t hat evening. I aereed to .Ao t ~1s and they ~ropp~ m.e 
~ :,:.- _; of o.t the Bowling .Alley on Sunset end Bronson_ with . tl:;.e :w:id«!l'.B and-
·:sf -~ in that I would bear trom them the n ext day • . As the Buick .. ~ . T~., . .; 

ifi.~i·a· .. a"-a.J"llli.._..,_~e ti menta l note of the license n uxn.ber, cros sed t h e ·.e eet 
~ - :~ - P · • a.nd we.1 ted f or a Sunt:ot bus going toward "town. · - ··. · · · '· · ,: .. 1

' '• •• 

ff t{} It wee ey intention to e.o ciirectly to the '.Nevy Intelligence r~- t:, De•1ertia.ent with 1ny story but as I boa rdeO t he bus I notice, a Ford -?. f~ Sedan pull e.way from. t he ourb about half e. block down t he street. 
:-r .- i·--~ ~ . 1 ?nO-· -

~ 1(: ···.• ~-.-.-------.:c---,-~ L':z.:_.6..1,.-/,P'C < ....,._j' • ---......-_. - · -- • 
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Page 5. 

I t ook a eeet directly behind t he bus driver and in that Y-osition 
I ~o look 1n hi~ rear-view mirror, getting a fairly ~ocd view 
O'f ~ street behind Without turning m:, hea4. I coutd esc ,•i...--....e 
Foi · \'l~S at :-~l.liug along without me.king an attem_pt to ~e . tr»e- bue 

, 
\ 

a.n that 'there were two men · in .. t,he t;i:'Ont. ■ea\ but tl'OJI that. 4 a- . 
. ~ •. te.n e 1 t was impoaeible· to · determine· ·the .. •nat1onal1 ty or ·the ~ oupaate 

~· .. - ot?t be oar. Instead of coing on down town e.s I had intended got a 
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trim and drop~ed off ~t Western Ave. ~hen I got ort I ell: t-t · 
look back but I noticed when the bas pulled out that the lord was 
not following it •. I boarded the Western Ave bus ~oing eouth end 
purposely took ouc d>:f the se~te that run lenghtwise so I could glanoe 
beck w1 th out turning completely around. There they .were., ;-fµet, .a , · 
short dj,stance back and now I oould plainly eee .~hat -the,~:w,re;1a~ 
anese. I figured that ee long ' aa ·they were going to· tollo_,t✓me 'I:;.:::·. 

·might as \Yell make them earn their money so I transferred ,again;at ,­
Yiilsbire and rode west to La Bree. where I got off and walked a 
block further weat t o the Capi t el Bi l l ord rooro which is located. 
on the second flo ,ir. I l ouked out or t he front \Vindow of the B11JJ. 
1.erd room nnd sew my friends perked across the street. One of them 
wea out ot the ottr buyi!lG a newsp15. pcr en the corner. Ot course the 
Japs didn't know that there was e back door to t he Billierd•·TOom · 
ao I went do,-vn the back way, caught another bus and a short ·time 
later we.a ushere~ into the oftioe of t1euten8llt teo P. Stanley, ·.v.s. 
Nav~, Int_elligenoe Department. ~ ·,. •v;-. ,,' -· .- , - : •· . ... . ~- ·.: 

I wil .i. se.y n ow t 1rnt I v.'t'1 s s. bit sur .:ri~od at ,;l~e receptioi;i 
thut I got. I twd thc,ught tlie t I would be ·; os~ibly considered Just 
Bnother crt'~nk and I ent(;red the Orfice wit~ e feeling o!' selfcon­
aiouuness . I knew tha t I hed aoc.e th1ng iEyortent but I v:6.s afraid 
I mit5ht n ot be abel to oonv1oe t hem of 1 t. ft ~. ,. • ... .,.,,, ~.• 

Stanloy 1.tur.1ediutely put me at or.se • .l:le ' treated me -with"t.be •h 
utmost ourteey and l1~tened intently -to my story. When r · hatO. ;W:ah­
ed he said, ~Mr. Blake, y our story is definately interesti~g.- Ir the 
t h ings y ou have told me are true, there is a possibility that yo)il 
have run across aom•·t hing big. I would suggest that you 9rooeed as 
.rou huve b oon doing ruid re!)ort youi· uctivities to me 6V6r.:· day.• 

Stanley also told we t}1r1 t the Intellig~noe De_partLleut would 
me: full coo_.:eration auci tl1at they wc,uld arrange to have e. yoeman 
ste.tioned u.board the Pennsylvoniu t o ansv,er the letter t h4t I was 
t o write. He said I could ~ddress the lotter to ?aul Mit ~bell, 
yoemen lat olasn , UB.s.s. Pennsylvania, Pearl Harbor, T.H. 

left the off1oe withe reel1nc thet I wes goinB to s ee ~lenty 
......,,.~.~o~n before very long. -ot 

ba 
The rollwwing dilY I h&d a cell from Kono end we •met asa,i 1A . 

ot Sears store. lie ·wanted to know if I hlid mailed the l ter r 
I told h1l:l t.hat I had. He said that he t hought the.t wt(~ . ulcf 

...... •nswer back in a week or ten d9.7s •. ~e also. informed me ~pSyt 
Mr. Yamato hud ·gone to San Frunc1aoo on 'busines:-; but l /Ould return 
in a tew days. 

~ t--~- -- ~~G.C;~~~~-::;~~~~~~~:::=;:-~~~-~~~::=~=~~======· ~~~-=-=~~=====-_.;,; ;..,. ·-: ~ - _ ...-.,..~-• ...... ~ ~- ~~~· 11. ◄>=- s,9.:::."_~ - - ~-- - - -
ft , • • ~~ ..... :"-"";; . ---:~ ·-:· ... i,~ .... ~ · ..;,..,, •'-...;,,.~-~~..p,~]''i~~~""''?;.,,;_"5:,"'!,..:.5~-:,,tt~,...~~,,. 
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Page 6. 

I hFtd never tQlcl Kono or Ytt.mato wher·e I lived. but E'Tidently 
hod made it a 11oi11t to find out for hardly o. day ;,-iassac1 that 

see~ Jap in my neighborhood. They mowed. tlie laWI) a~a 
otre et 'Until it was almost bald.·: ,,: _ . , _: ... , . _ . . ~ . . 

·. There wn6 nothing to do now but wa1t ·fo+ . an answer .to . ·1etter 
bu Kono celled ~c every dey. 

h wr;,ek went by:- -- t en deys t wo w,'<eks and no answer andI 
w 1;. ~ r eady to beli.evE:. th;_._t 6omr,thi:ng ho d. eono wrong . Y&mato had re­
turned fro~ San Frbnci sco for a f ew deys and then gone baok there 
again. 

I • • • ~ 

Exactly sixteen days from the day ·I ma1le~ my letter~~he;· r~ 
answer cruno. Vin.en I saw that letter with "'ths Honolulu stam;, on'".it 
I ~l.rr.ost believed tbe thing.was on t he square myself, it looke~ so 
genuine written on the st&t1onary of the ?~nnsylv~n1a. 

\'.'hen Y.ono c ul L -:-c :lie th;: t eveninf~ c.11<.1 I t.o l d lli ro t hat tt1e 
l ~ t -'; cr he.d a rri·1ed Lt. al:1ost t .hrew a whin g-ding. B.e was so el.:cited 
he could hardly talk. "You meet me right a\·1ay, my house• he_.. sa1d • 

. 

I t ook the letter and went up there. Kono ~lJnost snatched -it 
out or 1JIY ,hnnd. He read it, ha d.me re:6.d it tq him and ~hen~~ read 
it e c_:ain. 

. 
Evidtintly thi e f'c l l ow Mitchell l'...ne-;, bis stuff . lie wro te moth­

ing but a oaau~l letter but the t hine s he sai d w0re enough to wh~t 
t he enteres t of th(;j J c.;;eneso- l:e montion.e6. tllr•t he wes ~dam sick 
and tired of the Nevy" t he.t if he ev'='r got out he 'd stay out. That 
he hndn't had a date with a gl:-l for .over thi·ee months and tlla.\ he 
"llad e 11 ttle l)roposi tion to offer mo" if I came oTer to th••~I~&;D,4 
as I had intilnate<i I might in m:, lett er.. _ · . . : .-.~~ ;

1 
,. · : 

.Althoue:h it was after ten P.M. Kono put in a long distance · 
or.11 to a hotel in f~n Francisco and when he got them on the phone 
fie Et:iid te would like to s ;;f:ak: to Y..r . Tetibe.n&. • 11 

I 1t8 d :::iuE--;,octed all a l ons tt1!~t "Y'amato" wa s e. _phoney name 
~-s t,bt:. t ncJ!l~ il' as ccDJl.non in Ja ~an c1£. SJi!.i th is in t hi s country. 

W"llGn Kono rinul l y got tht Com~ander on the ~hone they oon­
Tc:rsed in J eJc.noee . Vf.1en t h0 conversr,.tion ended Kono told me tho.t 
'Iatibnna, (e."s I shall call him from. now on) would take a 1>lane for 
1iollyvmod the n c~7.t m.0rnint.; and for n:e to wait Eit I'lY house tor e. call 
f rQa ~, !!wi. 

. . ... 
. At ten t hirty the next dey Kono 9hone.d that Tatibe.na;i . 
a~ ived and that I wos to go to the ·Hollywood Cemetary o~ a Monie 

V£n Nest Ave, go in the Cemcte.ry and walk back to· the ao. h west . 
oo · nd 1)reteud that I was 1nte-reetod in a srave there . ~. · t 
he v,ould piok 11e u ~ u e ,:,ween eleven a.n<1 eleven thirty. Thie · I "'114 · 
and Kono showed UJ ~ro:m;;tly on t i me. He we.s alone and driTing 
Tatiba.a.ats car. He had on a Chaufeurs uniform bnd ins tructed ~e t o 



,. .. 

.. 
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gGt in the bnck seet. We lert the Cem.etary end started oiroling 
irJund blook after block with Kono constantly wetch1ng the rear-Tiew 
nirro,.a,111_.,tsr r1:rt c.en or twenty minutes of this he glan_ced et his 

wrtr.: •,.11toh then t;Jtarted out llelrose .A.Te. At Melrose end !;a I~ 
40 i-' i bd 1nt.o a eervice atation, ,:got·. out: e.i:id went ~ tll6 ~JJ' reet, 
~ocm I thought , a momant"later; when :I .+ooked :v.~, that I wa, ee~ 
doub • ··one Jap had gone in the rest ·1-oom 6'nd mow twoi J'aµa· we ocim!~ 

out. ~..-._or them was Tatibana. . " « . · . .. , . 

Kono got baok in the drivers se~t and the Comm1:.nde~ took a 
seat in the back with me . We drove north on La Bre& to Fre.nkl.1n ATe 
and then he&ded u;> in the Holly·,mod 1:1111s • 
. t 

• - •"' a ·"""' • "t,A,_ • -

There is a·. so;r-t or observe.tion RP,Ot Ui> tli;re ;n ·11o1~~pdl~4, .. ~ 
overlooking Mulholl8nd Dam. At the h1Gheat point a buge_wat~r .~anlt .· 
·1s loc~ted and al though 1 t is hardly a · half Il'lile from ·the-- ·oeuter-·-o:t : 
the Movib CQ Jitel there ie no~h1ng there but the water tank, trees 
r...nd a deuse ~row-th ot s hrubl>ery. 

I mi£ht get t1 blast fro:n the Los An geles Chamber of Commerce 
for s t..yiag eo, bt.t on thi~ ) artioula.r day, the fog was rolling 1n 
from the ocean so thick you could cut it with a kn1te and it gaT• 

I, 

our RendElVous a . spooky a_;>petirenoe. ... .. 
. , )"' . . .. - - .':.. ,. i ' • "' .,. .. 

Tot1bene had barely nodded to me when he got •1.n rthe -ear and ~~ .• ~ 
durin3 oul' rioe he ha d not s ;:•ok~n r word. 

As t he cer Cfltle t o a stop beside the wuter tank Tatibana eaid 
so;aethine t o Kono in J a ~awesc . Kono turned t o me b.nd said, "wa get 
out and teke 11 ttle walk where we ctill talk E!lld nobody lieer uS". 
The tl~ce or us got out or the oar l-..nd Kono led the ~-ay -down. 'Ulrough 
t he brush.· Vie walked in siggle tlle, •Xono leading, 1119"-h~lllii:Ok~~.and 
Te.tibe.a.a .bringing up the rear. We proceeded about a 'bUD.drec5 7uda i-="~~: 

· when ·Tr.tibana said somethin,.- 1n Japanese. · Kono ·-sto;, ~,._ v.n4. ,said, - _1- : · ••• 

"He say t h13 good place to &6tk.fl 

The t hr ee of us a~t down on t he groun~ 6.Ild T~tibana ea1d , 
"Ldt r.!e see letter frorr. your friend" I toc:.k t he l et -r; er out fuld 
ht..nded it to hi.LO . lie studiecl it, intently for several minutes . 

I had beGn \11atc~iug hiui us he ~et there e.nd noticed tha.t he 
ae mu.ed t o be unool'.llfort llble but I -vm .. s wholly un~re!:a1rcd for his next 
move. Ho reached i.a. his h1..J /ockct , took out e. Colt iS .Automatic 
end laid 1 t in his lep . '!'.hen he st1id, "These thing very userul but 
not f or ouahion to sit on ." 

sat 
I w 
tim 

tfo conversed v:i th Kono in Japanese for a f€,--t1 minutes whi; I 
oyinr, with a small p6bb1e that I hed yicked u~ from the g und. 

unarme~ e.nd r6mebe~ wiJ!hing th~t the peb~le hnd beun abo -ritty 
its actual size. . . _:·• · . ..... i , •:,.~•, 

... : • • - \. f:11 ,# • ,,.., ... - ; 

~----~lly Tat1b-ena · turned to me and · eeid, •Mr. Blake, · you •m-~t . 
Amt)rica.n ~eo~1le havo a slang exyres 1o:i, "Double-Cross• you underetnt1d 
what it meE'I.Ils?" o.nd es he sai d thio his bf'I.D.d drop~·.ed down to the 
Automatio lying in hi e lap. 
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Chepter Two. 

During the Ir.any yoe..rs t ha1
, I have knocked Eiround the co1.mtry I 

hr:.ve .Mllllll191f!!!+m eR been in some _pret ty tol.16:h s pots. I l".:OJl't· su , ; ose-:-
,. t Jii:"t mn en,.v moro brave then th~ everaga, tellow ~hll" un t.Ja> ] llt-1· 
~ ,.imJ. •vo n v,•,·3.• b..:on aocursod or ·being ~ .coward. . . 

• • ., • ... t ._ •• • 'l ' • ~ • ~ • ·-· : 

~ ,;;-1 " · _. .... , , • When Tatibana l u.yed his hand ~n 'the· .Autor.iatio in his . lap· · .. -
\ · me if I know the meE.D.illg of t he t e rm "Double-cros::: • I 4kn't 
1 t hink 1 t wes hie intu;1tion to ehoot :me 1:i colt. blocd . I did think• 
½ .however, t hat ho vmc ·:utting on e.n act :ior rr,y benitsg1t.2eg6.rdlese or 
., t l11 ~ thoU3ht of mine I' 11 e.umi t tht;.t thc:=e was e. sort ot cold chill 

t hut ran up m:J spine . l he.d retJ d ecl!i~Where an a.dvertisemei;t:t. that said, 
"Light a cigarette and tried to <lp ·ear ne nonche.l.l6D.t as it wai·-~oesibl 

'".,, . to ·be un.dbr the ciroumst&.D.ces ~ , ,· ~ : ;:.,.,.i .-
• • ~- • J· ,. • • • • .. ... - &i -

"Y-os", I r.evlied; ttlknow 
~ouble-crossing me are you?~ 

t .. - '. 

wl-;.c. t it L1eo.ne, yo ure . not figtu-inB . on 
".iw" 1 hr. s ::dd and smiled es .be returned 

... ocket, "but I \'vont y ou to miderstand, i f any 
buainesc , you di e". 

nTh~t•s ~ooc enough fo r me", I re~lied , 
!n m~nd end that is to meke s ome money." 

t be g un to hie hip 
double-oros~ in this 

"I ht.ve only onez objeot 
. 

. . . ' .. 
. He ~eemed SE.t1sf1cd wi ~h my_ SJ?.5We~ _'~o he t)lI'Iled an<; &sked Koj:i.o · 

sollic quest!on in Jn ~enet-e. Kono st~rted on quite e lenghty harrangue 
in thG BW;Je l enguaGe • J..~ Kono ,·,oulc1 i.,e.use e. ;;-,oment, Tatibene. would 
acy, "na lia" v:hich I suy~oae mee,ns "Jee" i n J &;,aneP,e . Ta.t1bo.na ke;;t 
r e ,e citinl!: , "Ho. , tle , -- Hci , He - - Jie, H.& . \'.'he.t c.re t hese ·guys doing, 
I ~oneered, giving me t he t~ , lie . 

When they finished their oo~vers&tion, Ta ti bane.. ai!ke d _it .1 t ~ .· 
would be 9oselble f'or me to ·1eave at once to-r Ho:iol ul. u. · I tofd · hilll ~ 

.-... tho.~ -1 t would e.nd he -suggested that 1 ll;l~~- reservatic~e on the c·11p~e~ 
He es.id that ha he.d inquired und :rou.'10 out that th~t t he roun<i :trip 
rare we.a five hundr-ed 4ollars Eilld forty oente from San Jl'rancisoo. 
Don•t know yet whut the ttforty oenta~ is for. 

W€ r t-t urnF: d to t he ce.r with the understanding t hat I was. to be 
au ;~ lied wi t r.. trons::iortetion money tu1d expen~es and that I ·would be 
, .. u id f e r the tT!!loterlal" t hF: t I 1n ·oDr,h t !>ack ac or dL,g to 1 te iinport­
anoe. 

We l'Lad ·or-r ely startE: l! a.own t he hill "''hen Tatibana aoid sOlllething 
t o Kono in Ja;?anase end Kono eto 9 _.,ed the car. Tatibana got out end we 
drove off without hilk. Kono ex;>lainea that t he Commander thought that 
a w~l~d uo h im. good. -

I 
Kono .drot'Jed me ot r at Fre.nklyn e.nd Vine atr~ets 
ce.11 me ts.t tivE, P.ia. a~d . s_a1_~_.,~ ·~:: .. 

), . , .. ~ . . 
... .. ",.. ' ' ··,· . .. . ... .._. ... . 

I" .. 
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Promptly at five P.l,!. Kono called . B.e said tha t he wanted me 
to be e.t a Japanese restaurant on San Pedro street at 8 P.,M.•i 'that 
I we.s to enter the restaurant, . walk straight baok ·througn thet ·;, . :· 
k1 to hen, tip a short tlight .or itairs·, and knock on the r1~s:~~ .. lpo'~. to 
my ·right. The eddres e ·he had •given me was in the heart-of Eos~Angelf 
Li~tle Tokio. . 

Bhortly aft :·r seven I l eft t h e house e.nd e t e1ght I arrived 
e t t he dsignntad &d fi r ess. I GUes · I wa s ex ~ect ad by th~ people 
tli,.;t r an. t he pl ace for t he proprietor smiled end ge.ve me t he custom-
ary bow as I passjd him in the ki toben. •.: 

I went up the short flight or · steps and· knocked on ··the :11rsi ~ 
door on · tbe right. ~ -~ne· door was opened b:, a .very prettr.r·; J'ap'aneae , 
girl 6.ref;sec i n n ~ti v e:; oot-t.-.i-:-:o . The room was e. eort of private 
~inninB room and Kono 1No.s a et. t od r.t a v c-;ry r::-leab ora.te dining table • 
.rio erose an c gr eeted mo c,nd eZ::,l a ined t !,st t h o Co:_;•.and.e!' would be 
•:•1th us in e. fe;~~- minutes . 

I had hardly been seet ed when r atibana entered. lie bowed . 
· seated himself end said somet hing to . the Ja~anese girl. She _left .. 
the room but returned in a few moments ·with two other ·g1rla ... •·ea.oh 
oarry1og a large ?latter or rood • . lfhey ■et -~he rood berore ui· then 
two of them produced some sort of stringed i nst~uments and be~an 
playing while tho third girl eang a native song. I guess she ·-was 
s1nr,i ng . 8ound0d to me like she was in \H: .. in. ~ 

1 st£:.r t ed t o 
r e s eu·v i; t 1on on t h e 
ond v,h is::ered t h a t 
t h e r oom. 

s ey smmeth ing about not being eb le t o get a 
Cli_ .. er but Kono held his ringer to his liy s 
we wouldn't t a l k until eifter t lv. tirls had left 

Tbi s Sukiaki dinner was t o~a a a f e.r a s Ja_panese tood goes 
but .;ersonelly I prefor a generous order of Ham e.nd Egge. 

8B 
po 
be 
up 

r ,rr l.cr t he dishes were cleared &.way t he girls disappeared_ and 
n we got down t o busines s . I eZi)lained t h s t 1 t vrould be ,­
.1b.le to get a reservation on the Cli·,_ er. Ta tibana t hen 1:4 ··· 
bought 1 t best for mo to take the 'boat and · sugaested tha~- .~~ll 
he _next morning about a ticket. ·· . · . . · . -:·~. ·, ·:~~,~-. 

. . - . .. . .. ~·v ... .. • ;. . ~-· . . . ~ ... . __ ,;. ~ - "·,,, .. ,_.~ .... . 

-~~? {~1 .• 
,,i~ {!: --;----""""'7',. - ~ --. - ............. - - - -.· · • -- "' ... ... ~ - -C· ~ -- ~ - - .,.. -:=--=--:-- -· .~ ,,_:.::_ 

"' •1-~-~~~~"" .!S...~ _.., ... ~ , . ..,.-.~ ~J5_..,.~,.,.~ r,.~ ~~~-, ~~"-4~' --JS~.>~~ ... 
~:, ~~--.fi"...._t: .~~~"#;-,~Pl:;i,,~~ -.. . -· ~~\:. .,...-.,. -.. ··~· ~ •. :.,;..,_Y~.: "-"- ~ ·::._-.............,.~:v 

-..--; ~ - · -i ,.,~. .. Ms~"' . - .. ... -·· • • ,,,,..._ ... ~~£ ~;;.. ... ~-.:-.~ ....._,.,,_..,_..,...~~-'T.i 



" 
' ' -, .. . ., 
.; ! 

..... : ., . • 
~; 

~ 

I 

. . 

• • .. ♦' 

. ,, 
---~-

' .· 
.~-; 

·.~; 
~-=~ 
':-,~ 

,. 

....... : 
.~ ""• 

-t .. ~ .. 4 

:f( 
:·"l- "'. tt -~t 

> 

~-.j 
··~ ,.., 
-~ 
~;{ 

;'.fJ l" 
t\_··· :v 
1-;,~ •. 

-,,. f;•: f .-. 1 ·-·-; i~:~ 
\""., ~-:, ,. 

Page 10. . .. 

He t l·1cn told. nc t hat b f.I would pr ob e..bl.y have s omeone con-
t oot mo in Honolulu ond ex~l a i ned how. I ~~uld recoenize t he party. 
1Ie touk t ·~·o ordinary piotura poetccr ds out of his ::;ocket end huded 
th me . One was n picture or t ne G+endale City l":e l l , tt,A ;::rt;tier 

an t hat 11' I he;>:,ened to b.e . in• a · oookta.11 .bar or reetaurc.ni ; 
~ on,,\l t: ,l"rk. }!e sa1d that I wes to keel>. t_he .;?OOt oarA• i;tiu ~e 

, l!o ulu •Nlcl I ee.w & Japanese loolt1ng ·et. ·two ot t he 1dent1oa.l a.rt•:· 
I.·: \21<1-.Jcnown the.t he \ms one of t he organiz~t!.on. I 'KE& t-o hen 1 

:pro he -cards thli t :r he.d so t hat h e coulG s ~e them and aalc-it1m 
11' ho could direct m\J to the 7ost Office. I r el?ea.rsed the -pertormanc· 
e couJlo of timt:s until he: s ew t hot I un<lerstocd t he urooedure and 
we Eot reac.y t o leave t he ;)l ace . Instead. of go1ug out tr.e W!l1 I oam<. 
in, Kono l ed m.e down the hall , _down two flights of ··a.ta1rth ';'lthl.i)~ a 
sort of ·secret door and into a ·basement. .At the tront·-.eiu\':.of ·\lie 7

• 

. b.esGment · wes an, elevator. Kono · pr essed · the button_. and. ·t11e:.car.;·dec·en­
ded. llo se.id ·something t o the Jape.n.ese operator, bowed ·goodnight to 
fue end t he elev&tor r ose to t he next floor which was the Lobby ot a 
Ja ~anesc Hotel. Tte boy said, "Gor d night sir", a nd I walked out on 
to First StrC::ret. I hed entered t he restaurant on Sc.n ~e<ir o stro~t 
ond here I was , n terly a block e.way on F1rst stroet. "D8.llltl clever 
t ltvse J&p&.nese." ... -· ... --

Th~ nc~t morning I yhoned t he Matson Navigut1on Comuan:y· regardi 
a tick et_. · They- informed me tht1t the ··A{F.tson1a wes sa iling· t _b.e.t"'4!17 ~ 
e.t nocn. ·' I oa l l eG· a cab -and had ·him drive me , t o --8•.msErt, and' .Bronsou 
got o .tt A n il W€- l !<·oa. c.01 ,n to Ko1:o • s :tv:n1ee . 'frlere was nobody horne. 
Anoth :?r boat would not l&f:v c r·or e. \H:ek ~nd l v;,,e, mighty sn.xi ous 
t o get goi nt-: • There whe nothing t~ do but r et.urn hooe end. wait for 
e. 1'-honc cell. Tl.it I oi d .• 

A little , a.st twelve, I~ono onllcd. Vihen I explained the -... -. 
sl tue:tJion he s c,cmeu quite a b it -put out. _lie SP-i!f t c~t . 1.1,. ~-<?~4 .,~~ 
me b ack in ubout a halt hour. · A little .1,s t er h_e Otilled · nnd ., e~1d·· ,-~•~· 
the 8h1 .,s ws.s on 1 ts wa y- u ~, to San Francisco and t he.t 1.t ·w.oul&,atq . 
the1·e ~bout t welve hours before lec-.ving for .aonolUl,u. That ·I - was 
t o make glc.ns to l etiva on the tr!11n t hat nir.ht ror Sall Franoieoo • 

t.t six P .l: . t hF..t ev ening , Js ;;z:il 2Jrd , K? no cE:..lled end said · 
he would be E:t r;r:, house i n fifteen m.ina t 6s . d e c:.oked wbere I lived, 
jur>t i::.s i f ho cidn' t knov, . 11,;, s nic the t he didn't want to come in 
but would rin[..: the bell t llrc-e tL~t.:·E e.nd for me tQ come out to the 
c ar. i-1 fc v: minutes l liter I got t ho signe.l, went out and found Kono 
standing in front . lie took rne around t he corner and Tatibana waa 
seateQ in t he our. "You all ready t o go" he inquired, when I s~1d 
t hE:i t 1 woe he t old .~1c t o t::ct m:y ·suit oasas and t hat t hey would ciriTe 
r.;e to t he st&t1on . I went in E;Ot my gri1·s, Cbme out and got 1n the 

t:;a n. Te.tibbna hended rne six hundred dor e..rs and we st. e.r.(4 
t he_Southern P~cifio De~ot. · .. . . ..... . . . -. ~ .. 

. They droy~ed me off li t t he station and t ore ews:y with.out . · ...... 
t e ng tiLle to aay good bye. _, 1 

~ - • ... ·" t' -
1 - ' ... - • • 

' .. - . . .. .. , ~ ~1... .. , ~ .• 

'fhr ee hour s later I wr. s currlcd u z,1 in ray bert h thinking the 
s i stufltlon ovr,r. Woncer inr, just wbt-.t- la.y- £thee.<! . l v:.n e finally in 
the em,,loy 01' t he· J c _-ienese . J.o f r1 r as I knew 1 hc.dn • t done anytlliAg 

; t{;~ - -- -· --
~ -~. - _. ... ~"\~-=---~-,~--~ _,~~~;< ¥ 'f.,,T...::...,,_~.;_;~--= , - >"! <,-•_.,.~~'au~ ,. -"'~ -~.- - := • .,,.,...._. 

~~.-H~- .. •.: . ,~~ ~-~ -~-:::,(-... .... ·.";;µ--_....._~ •. ··.:.-~:;;---.:z.~. "'~ .... /:::,_ ..........,--:::;--~~;..._!--':: .... --., 

http://A-.-fA-p.PApB
http://ti.se


.. ,. 
.... ~ ,,,_. 

-.:~ _, 
• _.._ t 

-·· ·: . -.[ 
.,. .... 
. .. t 

~ J 
··:~ 

' 

' .. 
Page ll. 

· so far to cause them to be suapicious. I remembered the threat 
t hat Tatibana bad made. "Any double cross1J: 41e.M w~u, llhat 

. the_hcw-i_..-..a •v• al.l got to die sometime. y • I was: -get<ting _ 
e. b1e :i ck out of tbe ting 11114 U I coul.d :"do the ol.d iJ .s ,J., 

4
~ 

&ood expos~ tbe lp7 Bing everything would be t1Dt.aD4 . . 
• • .. . • •' • •• ,·· ;,, • • ,-• ,. "' t • 

~ t ·: - .. : . ~'rind 11{s·an·l'ran'cieoo at·•·etght···1:he next·•orning an4 1· 

.. £. --•: phone Matson Navigation Campany. iHE »ATSONIA WAS SOLD 0 
I was })anicy. niey wo~ldn 1t have another boat out for a week. I 
took a cab and nnt to the Empire Hotel. As I left the depot I 
wasn't a bit surprised to see two of the little brown men tailing 
m;y cab. } . , _ -= ~-. • .• .'. __ ~ .. ...,, • _ , ; .. 

• • ,. -.. l. • ·• • •• • 
4

"' ~ • • 1 - • r •• .:~t/}:. t-. f.~: • • 

. . : I didn •t get a room but checked sq bags• sat dqm ·1n. the. t :.·:._.. :;,..~=. 
, , .. ,.:..- lobb7 and •picked up the morning paper. There 1n one corner of · - · -;-~ >: ,._ 
., . . t he page I saw an article ..t.. "JlRESIDENT OABFIELD ON ROUND WORLD !OtJll·; , . ., 

SAILS AT NOON FOR HONOLULU." I called their office. Yesi they 
had one statroom l eft. One hundred and thirty dollars. Yest they 
would hold it for me. 

A few minutes after twelve that day April 24th, we sai-1,.ed,. , 
under the Golden Gate Bridie, headed out !o sea, to Honolulu~ ·. 
Adventure . ~.. . . ... . ~· • ,., .,. . ·'t"'' • • ...... .. 

' .. Tha·'pr~sident Gartield wai ·ma1c1ng·· h~r·· 1ta1den Vo~ge • .. ,o·_·-· : . 
say t hat she is a beautiful ship 1s putting mildly. She's a 
floating pllace and I coul d see at once thet regardless or what 
happened later on I was going to have five days of real enjoyment. 

The Cuisine was superb. Shuffle Board, Deck Tennis and other 
sports took up the day while dancing, bridge, bingo and motion pictures 
made the evenings very enjoyable. · ·. •. ; _ -~· ·; , . , ... - ,.'··, · .. · . . -.:"' .. : ... : 

I • o .t • • ~ • "• ' ·1.♦ ,_,:..._~ 

~ ...... 
The second evening out I was' 1n the Cocktail Bar when l :._ ,t-' 

noticed four young chaps s1t!ing at a table by themselves. The7 _ 
were talking 1n a low tone of voice but I could distinguish that · -. · 
t l:eir conversation was carried on 1n German. Being able to under- · 
stand a little German I would, now and then catch f r agments ot their 
talk. They talked of Aviation, of Transports and Bombers, or South 
America and one fellow said "Thank God we1ll soon be back to the 
Father Land." 

~ ;. 
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I thought that as long as I had develo~ed into a Spy Catcher 
I might as well kill two birds with one stone• so I decided to cul.­
tivate the quartette. 

· . The next afternoon, I found one of t he t our standing at ti-
~~. bar himselt. . "Ve gates" I sa1~, 1'Vat viltz due haben. • "4ch 

- Donk sahne,• 1:te replied, "Icb V~l ~ben se Beer". · :- ~.;:· ,.:-'.':' · . 
' •• ,, ' • • • • .. ~ • f • • ' ;;, "W; ~ "'ii .. .: 

-_ _ .._i!IMi" buying him about a dozen bottle a his tongue got a bi .. ~ -~=: 
limbere up and I got his story. ' · · .. ,: · _ ., . · • 

He end the three others had been pilots ror the Soatter Cam• 
pany 1n Columbia, South America, -They had been flying passengers ~::g l 

·.c~ 
:;)·-:.: ., • , • • • "·. - • -i • 

... ~ ---c• -,.- c-:- --..:- • • _, *.... ~ • > ""' 4 r ~ -
.: ... ·: .lflf"C_ ~ '"-" ,--~ - · ~ - ~ ----- ...... - -~ ~ :,.,-:,.::,.,.r,. '--..... ~ , .... - ,!" .... • .._· - ..._ ......... ~ .,;,-,:. .. ··-
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and freight down there for the past ten or twelve years. It seem.a 
t hnt t he United States didn't like the idea of so many German Pilots 
workin South America so we had sent American Aviators dmm to . · 
r e pl ,, hem. This had thrown the boys out of a job · and tr.by .

1
--P:f" 

<::,,. t, 1r way beck to Germa.tlY by way ot Japan. · . · w • 

• ' • • • • - • . • : ... > , • • • i • ... • # ( • , : ........ 

Th.ere· was nothing thnt ··t ·could de about 1t. · tt the' '1:s. · ,•~-: , .. r 
wante . ogive them pass porto it w:?.S O.K. with me but I though 
at the e that it v;ras a shaJJe to let them go back and drop bomff" 
on Englo.nd. 

The ne:>..--t day, otll' fourth day out, a heavy fog layed tY'ler th,9. 
ocean. I was on the upper deck standing at the rail, ta1ktng1 to· a:;r: 
Hr. Goldberg who eat at the same table with me 1n the (linning,.aAlon;, • 
Ur. Goldberg had shown 1n his conversation at the table 'that ~ na · 
a bit worried over the war situation and the fact that his firnr "· · ·,· 
was sendina hil!l to the orient. 

S·1 d.denl ~r , a.s -r.o stood t here, t t-e engines of tho Garfield 
s10\Ved dov.n t hem cam to n complete stop and out of the fog on our 
port side, scarcely a half mile auay apponred the menacing shape 
of a Man-of-War. No flag was visible but her decks ra1.r1y ·br1Stl~d ' 
with guns, and you _could -see her crew line~ up at the r•~-: ~; .... <"'. 

• J • 
~ • • ♦ ' • 

•11 wonder what's the big idea" Go1dberg asked as the two·· 
ships s t arted signaling each ctl: nr r.i th t heir Blinker sets. 

"Guess it's one of those German Raiders", I r eplied! "I 
heard t here r.ere t wo of the~ operating here 1n t he Pacif en. 

Goldber g 's race mis positively gastly. "Jus t in case" he 
replied, "let's 3lip on a couple of life perservers". 

I wont up forward to the bridge and talke~ to one of th$.. ~-- ... 
officers who informed me that the ship was a Canadian Cruiser-and '. 
that she had signaled for us to heave too as she was ·going to board·· 
us. 

By this time there was plenty of excitement on board the l 
Ga rfield . All kins of rumers "\'iere circulating. I TTent a.rt again ·• 
and found my friend Goldberg. He was se"ted in a deck chair with 
a bla 1'1..ket wra!'ped around him. I noticed that he. looked like he 
had gained quite a. lot of weigr..t. "Ylhat•s the idea", I asked. 
He opened the blanket and gave me a peek inside. Sure enough he 
had dormed a life per server. "I can• t swim", he said, "this 1s 
just in case". · · 

In a f c~ minutes t he Cruiser had lowered a boat nnnned by 
an of cer and sixteen mon. Tl:ey rowed over along-side and the 4-
crew r the Garfield lOVTe~e~ a la~der to th~. . . . · i· 

I coul.d not fail to admire the precission· with 'which. tnes· 
an sailo!'s worked. Being an ex-sailor my-self· I watched .aa_i· 

!'91-t- across the approrl.mato q_ua.rter mile distance · that sep• ~- . 
arnted us. Not a single oarsmnn missed a stroke. All of them 
including the officer 1n charge, w&re dressed 1n white shorts, 
Each one carried side arms, a b1lly club and a pair of hand cur • . 
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Pace l3. 
The o: ficer and four men came ~board and want immediately · 

to the C tain•s quarters. In a feu minutes t hey came out and went 
below urning a while later with the four German AVi{ltors whan 

, , Tl~ey~ :~:e::l:: ar:;~:m b~ga~~ ; : illt~ the cu~• Al t 
last .c t ~e one I ha! t ed to was climbing over the rail be . · ·. 
notice standinc th0re, waved a hond and called, "Auf \7eider "• 
A few minutes later the Cruiser -bed disappeared 1n the tog and -­
war e once again on cur way • 

. Tho following morning we pulled into the beauttiul. harbor 
of Honolulu. fhe Royal· 1Iawa.11an band with their native s~e~s ... 
were on the dock to greet us. · · :. ·. :->~ .. , ~-· .. :·:· 

·-. . . . ~ ... •· 
I lost no timo in going a.shore. As I crune dovm the gang .. :· .. , · 

pl~"l!-t ttock n casi!a.l look e.round to s ( e ii' ar;y of my Japanese 
friends were on t he job. Suro enouch, thoro was one of them lean-
1n B agat nst c. post 8.I).d pretendinG to read a nevrS!"aper . Ee uas p~-
i ng arol' .. -rid the edee of th0 paper like a gangster 1n one of our · 
s 11ent day movies. As 1 climbed in to my cab I saw him toke off 
his hat e.nd wipe his forehead which was evidently e. signal to the 
number two man ·to talce over. As my cab pulled nay nn old delapJ>-! 
idnted Model T •.. Ford rlth a wild eyed· Jap at the wheel followed -
us rieht to the doer or my hotel. · · . · -~ 

I choc!~cd in ct t he Ro:·o.J. liaT:a:!..ian Eotc l o.nd. got a very 
lovely room m th b:'.t hi overlooldne beautiful ffa.il:ilrec bcucb. It 
should have been love y. Fonrt0an dollars per c.ay • 

I put in a call f'or Pavl Uitchell· at Pearl Harbor and :l.n a 
fe,,, minutes, had him on the phone. · We chatted a while and made 
arrance~ents to meet at the hotel that evening at six.- · • ~ · -

. ' . ·t 

At six o'clock Mitchell showed up and we vrent up to the·:room 
for n tall~. Ir.as 11Iltlcd1ntely impressed with the chaps appearance 
and evident 1nt1lcct. ~Ie wn.s as neat as a :pin, dressed in his rei- · 
ulation uhi te unift'rm. About tuenty-s1:>: years old and ,:;i-as doing--lJi'· 
his second hitch in. the navy • 

re di!lcussed ,..,.ho.t i7e thought would be t he most natu:-U way 
to proceed and decided that we would take in sooe of the Kight Spots. 
We had di~..ner tocct ber at t he Wnik1kie Tavern and then w011t to the 
wrestling matches at the Civic Auditorium. Here again the laps were 
on t he ob • Everywhere '18 went we were followed. I told Mitchell 
to re end t hat he didn't notice t hem and I did the same. When 
th found hem easy tt was to t:111 us without attracting our attent-
i they al.mos~ stepped on our heels. . t 

· About the t~i~d night in Hon~1ulu I su;eested to M1 tcheJ." · •. ·: 
tha have dinner in .a Japanese restaurant and that we vou1fs1t 
in a booth nerl to one .that was vacant which I thought would ;-g1ve 
t ho Japs a real opportunity to do their stuff. · 

~1e '7ent to a spot on ~otel Street 1n t he heart of the Red 

~~ t-:: "'< 
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·. Lieht District. The place 1s on th€ second "floor and there were 
a number of vacant booths. We selected one 1n the center that bad 
a uacancy on either side of it. We w~re no more t han seated than 

· two-- J...,...9"1l,.,,tered the booth next to ua. . ~ ·. . _ 

Now was o~ chance to reaify, · gtv~ .th~ something to 11-Wi 
~·,, ... to. •· itchell started 1n telling me how sick be :was ot. the .•aV)" 
~-~ and broke he had been vver since he had been ln Honolulu. · 

told H!!IPl'!~t to worry t hat he would have lots of money before _ 
long and that he coul<L·retire as soon as his enl1stmen~ was up. 
We kept t his up atl during our meal. 

The next morning when I came dawn to the lobby of the Hotel , ~, 
there was a letter in my box. It. was typewritten and unsigned. -. . :~· . .. 
It said, nyou doing good work but don't talk .so much ~ P1;1blic\., ·. ~ ·· 
Place" . . . . · . · · . · · · • .. ..,, 

. _... . ~-- ' . 

I had booked passage on t he President Cooledge to l eave 
for San Francisco on t he 6th of May. 

The night before sailing, llitchell ca.me 1n twon with a large 
Manila envelope containing t he "Secret -Naval Information". It had 
been prepaired by the Navy and although there was not a great deal 
of it, what there was looked pretty good. I .felt sure that 'thEl' 
Japs would go for it 1n a big way . , - ~· · . .. J·· 

At noon on t he s ixth of llay we pull ed O'lt of Honolulu.. 
Although there ~as no one at tho dock to see me off t with the ex­
cention of a coupl e of the slant eyed boys who didn t even wave, 
I had the same feeling that averyone else exper iences when t hey 
are l eaving the Islands. The band was playi ng Aloha and the pass­
engers were dropping their flower .. Leis 9n the water. It really . .. : .. · 
made a . l ump come up · in my . throat. . . · ·. - · , ~- · ~ · 

c• • • , • • 

. .. . ~ ' - • . - • r.,.• .. • _. .. 
The Cooledge is a much larger boat · than the Garfield and . 

although not as new it 1s ver y luxurious. I shared a stateroan 
with a Mr . DeArcy Baker-Carr an Englishman who uas traveling · 
fifteen thousand miles to &e{ back to London to, as he put it, 
"Have a whack at the Huns" . 

To ever yone t hat I had net going over and coning back, I 
expl ained that I was in Show Business and that I was figuring on 
putting a show 6n 1n Honolulu. 

The trip to San Francisco was uneventfuJ. but I eujoyed every 
bit of it. . 

On t he elevonth of M~y we sighted the Golden Gate and it~­
mighty g~od to me . In San Francisco I sent a wire to K , 

sing i t as he had instructed, Mr. ~ohn Robinson, 1409 Wo~ :.,,t · 
on ·Ave., Hollywood. I simply stated tha t I would arrive· ~. ,',· 

~IMllll""od ~hat afternoon. I took a cab across town .to the ·A , · 
Port an arri ved 1n time to take a pl ane t hat was· leaving 1zi·fifteen· 
minute s. 
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As we prepaired t o leave and I was adjusting my setety strap 
I noti __ t he man 1n the seat next to me sizing me up. _ ffllen we 

; . ' ( -••t ..... 
over :iere? II Se ~urned back the lapel .. of r ~s . coat ~ •boJre.4 I J'.!l • ... -~ •. 

1?0+- j t e air he · turned to me nnd said, . 11How did you like you,, --,t•· . 

'-J.· li, 0 • •. 0 1 <'l uln", ''Fine" I replied, "but bow ·~1d rou lmb'tT ? ..,l 
a bo. e. , u.s. Department of ,Jus~ice, 1 t read. . •." . . -•~: .,. ~.:: ,;; . 

~ .< . 
. 
' 

t • • • .. .. 

..... _ ...... as · not· sure tho.t r.e wai; actually what he :pretended to L 
until hn shc,,;7ed me his-· credentials and explained t hat t he F .B.I • 
WP.re n o"TT work ing m.·th t he Uavy Intelligence on t he cnse. He was 
n Mr. So.".nders of the Los Angeles Office and had made a special 
trip to San Francisco in order to meet me and discusg the -matte~ :-• • 
before I got ~a~ to Los_ Angeles. ,. .. i · .. : · , · .... : . _--) . ·:.· ;··,.,.-:./'._:: .. .. , 

~e· t old i!lO ~hat he' would e.rran~e for ··~ther telegram t~-.'be . ·-.· ·~­
sent to Kono from San Francisco telling htm t hat I had changed my 
pJ.ann arid t hat I '\:C"J.ld s tay over 1n the nort hern c i t y t hat night 
and co::"' doun to lloll~ood t he nc-xt day. This was done in order 
t o r,ive the F .B .I. an opport1.lility to make p:1otostatlc CO!)ies of . 
t he mate:-i nl that I had brought back from Honolulu . 

Vle arrived in Hollywood two hours after leaving San Francisco, 
·sepero.ted and. I went to the Plaza Hotel on Vine Street ~tead· ot :_ 
going to my house; · Here I ·had a meeting with several of tl).e t..B~I; • . 
men onr1 sone frrn:i the I{avy I ntelligence. 

T!~ey dtS:c idcd at this r-ieeting that t hGy woul 1n1t malco a 
pincr.. "-G yet .. Tr...nt if I continued on with tl: o pl ay there uoul d 
possibly be .:ln op~>ortuni ty to ir.pl icatc others i n tha Spy ring. 
I wns told to keep under cover until the next day and t hen proceed . 

. , to my house as 1f I had just arrived in town. • - This I did and the 
'.
1

' 1'ollow1ne day called Kono on the· phone. He asked if I h~ the "pack-
. age" and wh~n I 1.nfomed him t hat I had, he said to birng 1t.1Jith·, . . · 

me . . I ue=it to his houso and showed him t he contents of :the Manila 
envelope. He v as all excited and said t hc.t he would get in touch ·, 
with Tatibw..a at once and arranee a meetin~ t r.at night. He vronted · 
~e t c l eave t!:e material v:ith hm b"J.t I t old hi:11 t hat I bnd nrom1sed. 
my friend 1n Honolulu that I wouldn't let it out of my hands.until 
I hnr. l)e.en r~id for it. 

At six that evening l~ono called tm.1 t old me to· bring t he stuff 
to t bc same r estaurant on Snn Pedro Street '\7here we ha.d had the 
Suiki ya.lei dinn0r. T"riat I "t\'as to follow t he same· procedure that 
I did before, that is, go t hrough t he restaurant, up t~ stairs 
and lmo k on the first door to the right. To be t here at 8 P.U • . 
It n _ t hat I dic1H,t like the id0a of carryinc that sti.lf'f · 
aro d J~p tr,on as t he:i;-e -qa s o possib~i ty_ of gett ing picked up 1fiy­
t he eds. ~ sµggested that we meet sonewhere else. He saidi.t .:-.. 
it s too l ate ~o chan,!e our plans as he ·wou).d not be able to . 
0011 ct Tatibana ·egnin before our meeting time . I t1gu.red tha u .·. 
lo - atibana wo.s carrying a . g-1.tn I might as well· make tll _. ..... · 
evan even up so I tool: a. s:;;iall automatic t hat I had 1n the house 
nnd dropped it 1n my side pocket, 
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Promptl~r at 8 P .M. I entered t he restaurant, went through 
• and uu he stnirs. I knocked on the door a couple of times but 
· ,:ot. - n · , wer. I . tt'ied the knob and finding tbe door unJ.ool~od ;t _ . 

lfwH •• -<.a.• " • 1·1~ l."t'CtU vas empty. I -closed the door and ,at d.o\m l 
wait. I bad waitod tventy· milmtes .and wa, b(tginning to rt a.. -; .. , 

'.:· -.:.: ).itt -nervous when ~he door opened -lind .a J'apanese- that ~ -;~ .. • ),:.:,.... 
i ~ never seen ·before entered the ·room. He bowed and said1 "You c 
;f' · this ease~t I followed him out the door down the two . ~ 

!lights of s taus· through t he secret door and again found my. self 
· in t he basement of the Hotel. He rang r or the elevator·. When 
it o.rrived we entered and were taken to the foruth or top floor 

. of the Hotel. As :we started down the · ;ball I noticed -two- other .:._ t- ►• .,_ 

... tough loQking· Jape duck arouna the . cQrPe.r . 1n. the direct16n:,re?-.. ·-r--•-;-1;_,: 
·-· . were going. My guide stopp~d infront or a ~oor~ .to¢k a ~e1~1'rco~:.:~.-!; 

~-:~,·· his· pooket·: end 1n9Csned it in the lock. ~r, j.s the ·door' ·optned bt •,:•.;, u,;~::-; ... 
told me to enter. I did so. The door closed behind me with the 

~--·. 

J ap on the outside and as I looked around t he empty room, I heard 
t ~e key stenlthi~y turn in t he l ock. · I ~AS LOClmD I N. 

End of Chapter 2. 
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Page 17. 
Chapter 3. 

There was .. a connecting . door: leading to another roam and a.a ·: ~ -::--. 
I glanced at it I eaw the lmob slowly- begin to turn. ·The door.-._,-.. · -A ... ., 
opened and .,Rnon and the Commander came in. !hey bowed, .. shook "-~ •· •'7\: -
hands and drew up chairs. · · · · · · · ~. · : .... :~~ •·· "',· 

Tatiba~a asked to sec the papers that I had brought and I 
gave them to him. He spent nearly nn hour going over them and 
finally said, "This is pretty good stuff but I thought you going 
to bring bac~ much morei'• . 

. . l told him that I was i.ucey to f~ ·that much without paying 
out .any-thing • . That material of that . d was generally paid ~er 
vrhen 1 t was handed· ·over and' that I had a· hard time convincing my­
friend in Honolulu 1 : ;a t I would bring 1 t over here, dispose of it 
and bring t l:.e money back there to him. 

!at ibar-.:1 said , 11Ho'IV much you thinlc t l:is stuff worth?" I 
told him th.at I bad no way of telling wlmt it was worth to him 
but that if he wanted it it would cost him five thousand dollars • ... 
t hat I had promised the boy in Honolulu .twenty five hun~red and :· .. 
that I wanted :the same amount for myself. · ·.. . '· ·:. -~ ~ /""· ~.-

~ . .. , .... - . .. - -~'· .- ......... : ' ~- ... 

He hit the ce111ng. Said it was imr,ossible, that the stuff 
was not worth anything to his country, t hat if he ever paid five 
t hous~.nd dollnrs for what I hnd , t he peopl e he r epresented would 
shoot him. 

I l at hiT.1 r aven while then picked up t he envelope stuck 
it in t"Y r,ocket o.nd pr et £:nded t ha t I thought the interv!ew was 
ended. This action s r emed to cool hitl off a bit. We argued around 
a while and the wind up was t :1at he gave me three thousand dollars 
in nice crisp fifty dollar bills. 

---....ib0-~a then told me that he wanted me t o return to HonoluJ.u 
ce. That this tit:'1e he expected m~ to bring back at least three 

s as much stuff and he listed the kind of information that+he 
d most. He -.said he .would arrr...'"lge to have Kono bring .me ff other 

dred dollars for , expense money and that I was to .. take' t e · .. ·. 
e 11:" .. it was possible to make a reservation. I left -the · · .~· 

hote h the understanding that Kono would call me at ten -0,c1ock 
t he next morning. 
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I found out on 1nqu1r1ne the next day that 1t was still 
1~poss1ble to get a r eservation on the Clipper. They were sold 

-~e next three weeks. I cal.1ed the Kataon line· imt ;es~od 
:: i;t t oroOl"l on the Maripo~a, •~i~~ o.n the 24th of llay, ~ 

lono called at t@ and ·1nrormed Jn~ .that .he bad my expena ... c.:. 
mone and that he would meet me in the rear ot Sears Roebuck a · 
This id and he crave ne an envelope containing the six hundr 4 
dollars. 

At noon on the 24th I again sailed for Honol ulu. Five daya 
, of luxurious living, an ocean as smooth as glass, beautifUl moan- . . . 

light nights, 1mrnacuately dl-essed men and gorgeously gow ned' women~ -:;· 
. This time .I had brought my Tux along. As I en~ered the Kain Sale;: ;~ 

. the first evening out, -. a dance was 1n progress~ .. I have .-al.wayJ . beellt ·_.· 
considered a good dancer and I love it. I glanced around the Sa1on 
and noticed, sitting with an elderly gentUmlan, one of the most 
renutif'ul woman t hat I have ever seen. The orchestra was pl~ . 
oy favorite number , 11Delor1s11 • I couldn't resist the temptation .. · 
I knew that conventions were not quite as strict aboard ship as -
they were. a shore and cQUilted on this as I crossed the dance .t1oor 
to her table. A moment later we glided out on the floor. She proved 
to be one of the most beautiful. dancers that I had ever met. •I ~ 

. was in seventh heaven. !rhis was th~ 111'e. It' 1 hadn't .recei.Y~ ... 
e penny from the Japs I felt that this one dance eply repaid me · r. 

for all my work. 

As I sto0d at t he bar alone a feu mi nutes l ater the fellow 
at my elbow said, nshe 's a lovel y dancer isn•t she", "Who" I said, 
a s I was still partly in a daze. ''Why Miss Joan Fontaine the 
Yotion Picture star, t hat you just d~ced w1 th". I t hink f •m still . 
a litt le shakey -over this experience. · It was one or the biggest. 
thrills or my three and a hall months 1nvestigat~on11 ••• , •• : ..::~.· .. 

On the fifth do.y out, we righted Diamond Head and again I 
had the delightf"vl experience of enterine beautiful. Honolulu har\or. 
This ti..~e Mitchell was at the dock to meet me. t 

We took a cab and I checked 1n to the Alexander Young Hotel. 
Aeain we made the night spots ~ Low Yee Chi's, The Waikeke Tavern 
and t he Young Hotel Roof Garden. 

I explained to Uitchell that the Japs were a bit disappointed 
with t he material. I had brought them and he said that he would give 
me a larger amount this time • 

...-:--
Again the little brown men were on the job and we were followed 

aro d practically every where we went, . . , ... 5 ~,. _ • 

. the- third ni~ht 'that I ~s~ 1n H~oiu1u, Mitchell ·cam~ to . : ~ .. ,,,,. 
hot d brought a l.e.rge stack ot "Navy Information", He ioJ.d4 '.~· 
me th.a was to sta y close to · the hotel the next day -as ·· the lt;eal 
Navy Intelligence or the FiB1~ might want to contact me. 
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-..... 

2.~ 
~ The next day at two P.Y. I bad a phone call. I was tot. 
J packed read}T to leave the hotel in twenty minutes. _A car 1f'OUld 
'.~ p1r.X' an<\ take me to ·Pear1 Barbor where I ,raa to -talte tho -· 
r CJ.i , l f ·r ... a.~ f'.N.ncisco. : · , . ": -~ .. ~ · ~ ·· ~.... 4-
: Y<~\ o ~- ~og~n~!:S~" a!~ tiHi~:t~kui 111~r~~ but' l ·•-ii· : -·: ~.:/. 

1.. • . . 
I have always enjoyed flying but here was s omething that 

seemed a little different. I think I had the same reeling that 
.... Lindberg must have had when he got 1-eady to cross the Atlantic. 

p. ~. Eighteen· hours in· the air and ten . thous~ ~eet , up, -with notlµ.iig . 1 > l':·~ , 
.·. •'to .light. on but a 1ot ,ct .cold O~&l:l ··1.r· ~ .h1ng wat. 1'r.ong~~ ·.":.- . : . ·- thind ·t ·o · th1nk a\.. ,._. · ,. .,,. ·.,. · ·· "'"' - ,. · · .. ,._, ·· ·•· ., · #~, ~- ·~ -~•q,w:,"" ,, • ~ . . 1om.e 6 • .go"'"'• . . . . · , . ~ .. : - . . , • ,,_. , ... . ·,, .~" • , . ._, .. • . ;;ii,f..:_.. ;r:•:, -

-!'\~ t~\.: .. ~ • ' • ., _,,. ~ • • .I.,• .. . ~.. •'" • •,_ J• • ., .- , ! K ~ .,_.., ,;.; .,'.t 
• ' ,s-. ... .. • • .. ' • ~ ... 

·~ -:-;; \ · I bought my ticke t at the 11 ttle station at the end or the 
~?:f ·'. Cli npcr dock. It cost me two hundred · and seventy eight dollars. 
::.Ja·.,J I climbed aboard and at three tbilty P .14. on June 4th we taxied ,. .. 
~ ,~ down t r:e harbor and rose majestically into t he air. We circled ~ 
-~ i:! . ·around t he harbor, flew directly over Waikekee beach past Diamond -~ i '.~J -· Head and then took a course due east ·for San Francisco, , • -,. " 
~ ~;1 .. . ,·. .· . ' . . . . ~.; 
n, >t . : . .:' ·.. . . I bad ~d ·a:·iot ·ot thrill.JI 4,dr1ngi:-·a "r ·ather hectic llre~-but-\i ,_; ... . 
~. ;_·:.·~-~--- y.--+"'...-1unset· on~"thl!-' ,PaeUie Ocean; ·high above ·.-the , clouds!, is . some thine ; .... l · ~ 
• -: t I'll never forget as long as I live. Positively g orious. The · ,~~1 slight t inid f eelinc that I had experienced as I went aboard had 

:;: ;-;. f now compl e tely vanished and I not iced that the rest of t he eighteen 
<'\ ,;,_,; or twenty passengers s eemed to be enjoying t he tri~ as much o.s I was. 
t;: ;;<1 
. . J:. i · At about six thirty; the steward served us a most delightful . Chiclam 
;~1:-:1 '11nner, including soup1 salad, mashed potatoes, coffee and ice cream • . ; t '• .. . ·Quite a bit different 1·rom the first ·plane I l'ode in :t,renty_·r1v8" · . ; .. ~.-1 P1 :C.:.- · '· ~~t"."" ago where I had to hold on to • a guy wire to ke#p :tr.om r•ll 1ng _ 

·;.;:..;..~"' t There was one passenger aboard whom I could.n •t fill to notice. · 
~;~ f.:.-t He wns about thirty eight years old, very distinguished looking and ~ 
t~ r·:}. had his charming wife and private se~retary with him. Before we had 
,. f '\ left t he dock at Pearl Harbor I had noticed several news photogra!)hers ~i. ,t_-L_J_ taking shots of the trio and I judged t hat t hey were ci!ebrities. O.f' 

- course I had n o way of knowing who they were. Later t hat evening the t t ! ·:.. chap t hat I have mentioned asked me if I'd like to play a game of 
~f } ... ·I 01n Rummy. I agreed and as we sat down to play he introduced himself • 
~~- !?;~ .:;. Mr. Henry Luce. I imnedia tely recognized the name. The owner and · :_ r~; /, publisher of Life, Fortune and Time Magazines• A feTT weeks later 

,.._;, ~~.-.~ h1s· aes.zine ran my photograph and a v er y nice article. Have 
-~j;"'i .(~. wond ed since if he r~cmbered the Gin Rlmmy gBI:le we had comina bver. 

l
~il _{,·.~~:~· Ab~t tn~ thir;; -~veryone r~ti:red and r slept like' a 1o,:l"As7--i. 

"'~~ f ~" . . . a ma er or faat I slept untll the steward next morning yoke meiwitb ~-
~ ~\}, f 7 the DliillfiillKWation that we would be- in San Francisco in less t~_.4n.·hour. 
;· t:t: : · 22Q4. miles 1n eie;hteen hours nnd twenty minutes. We 1anded at my' old 

.!-:·: !~··i· ... staI?1pine ground, ~easuro Island, where the San Francisco Fair was 

I.,~ r::;.. ·· held and one of the F .B. I. agents was on hand to meet me. I turned 1 H:f , .-;. . ~ ~~e~ ;he_ ma teri~l t~ --~ r~~ he inst,r~cted me . to take the next pl~e 
.~.•:a?," ~ -:;-;:-..,,,~:: •--,!,.'<' ,._*-!,,.r.,-\. r .. •,U:.::- ~~•~ -~ ••JV . t ·· - ..-~ ,..._ • 

~-i: ... ~ ♦ .. , . • ~~-~'-~~- - · ~· 'IIIIL ., • • '\.~~~L~ ~- ~ ---- -~,("~ ~ ~,._~#? • >, PC . .. -.er-~ 
~ r_'.-~ :·: ....,,~ ~ • .- -..--~y.~~":'\~~~~i"'~~-... ~ ""-~¼~~.:.r.:s:~-~-::., .. ,;:c~-...:~~ ;':,.,~ ..... ~";<:,~.~-~~~ -T~ -

♦ ... - ....., ... ~ ... --- ... . ~--~~~~-~~~Y:-~-;_A,, f.!-~'-c:..' ~ 
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to ltollywood and on my ·arrival to check in to the Roosevelt Hotel 
there. 

- o ern trans~ortat1on • . I bad had dinner the evening botor.e.-
;ast few mile$ Q.ut ot ·Honolulu, .break:1'ast in San PJ'-.ncisoo ± 

. next orning at nine thirty and here I-:~a. hartng· lune);,. 1P, ~be, . 
~~-7-f lloos elt ' hotel in Hollywood at noon. r • • ·• ·; • • -- • • ~ ~-?-·.; 

e instructed to check 1n and keep under cover \mtil lt 

F .B.I. or the Kavy Intelligence ·contacted me. Th1.s I did. 

Later '. hat day I had a phone call from the F .B.I. telling me 
to go to my room: end wait for their arrival. "· .A short :time ·later . . -. . 1 

they oame_ .up. With ·them were three men i"ran tl;le Nav:r _ Int,U,._gence .. _-
. . . . . .-·. :· .. . . ~. . . , ... """ ;-: ... ·-~ - ,. . 

,.. • t/- I ' • • • ,tt • ..,,. ... , _. ,.,_. ....... • • • 

' I t'ound out now why I ·had received the order to -return-ao I " r ~ 
hurrie&ly. It seemed that Tatibana was about to become a member 
of t he D:1T)l omotic Service and as t his woul.d nake hin exemnt from 
ar~est they were anxious to make the knock over before he.made this 
move. Their plan was for me to find out 1f possible where the Japs 
wanted :me to deliver the materia1. Notify them of' the spot chosen, 
take the .papers to the designated place, turn them -over to Tatibana 
and then. they would swoop .down and make the arrest. · · · · 

••• • ~ • ~: .. • • t ... • .. • ~ • ~ - ~, .. , .. 

1 

• . ,, It '411 ··sounded . aimple ' and .U,:everybb1ng -wQr~d out -a.s~they ~-· .. 
planed it ought to be a cinch but I remembered the old saying, 
'lThere 's many a slip --11 

I wont to my house and called Kono. Told him that I had 
just got in and had the stuff. He said that he would call me 'Qack 
in an h6ur. In about a hall't hou.r he cal.led back and said that. ?ata­
'bana • would meet 'me · at his, ,Kono' s . house .. at eight thirty that .. eve- . 
ning . · . ·. • · · •·. . · · s. · ,;,. • ··- · .. '~ , ' • • · ' • • 

' ·.-
1

• ~ • •• i • • ·' • • ' ••. • •• ,_... .. . • --~ .:;;' /:f;~t-. .::.~ -:'"" 
, , I nhoned this 1nfol"!l'..ation to t he Navy Intelligence and ~hey 
· · relayed it to the F .B.I. 

\ 
At eight thirty that nieht I entered Kano's house. There , 

were over twenty five agents of the two branches of t he Govern­
ment service stationed in the immediate neightbor hood. Looked 
v er y much lil~o things were going to pop be:fore l ong. 

http://�
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stuff until I got the money. lfe had quite an argument and rmally 
agl'.eed t I was to go home and wait a call from him. _.J had hardly 
,..,.~t, n my house ,r:t.en I got .a call. It:was the Cover;nr!lent r,rf"I _ · 

as:t just ~-~~ t had bappened .in-.. the house. -I exple1ne4' and if 
. . . ~ told e to phone theJD •a-.~ aa., t : ·cot..;~~ .. call trom ~ ~· • . · 

f -1.,.;:-1•'"£•.- •/ ... ~. ..., J' . / ·.~, ·-f :· .,,. . ., - ~ · .... t.~,r · .... ··- • ,. . ~ ~t-·· •; ... Jf ,~.,._,, . ., l ',..,4 z ~ ~ . ',1 .. 1,r • .,~ # ' f • '- • ... - •• • • • ~ "' "'\ ;ii" ~-:..r .. - ... .. .,. 
J{. .. short time la tar the call came, Kono told me that I •• 
to aga go to the restaurant on Sar- Pedro Street and go tbrou 
t he same procedure that I had on the other occasions. • 

I had. again placed the automatic in my coat pocket so I called 
a cab and a half hour lat~ ·entered tbe~restaurant, Before .1earlng 

·· the house I had called the G. men and. ,told them what my- J)~ ~e . .. 
• •. ' ~ •f':.: . ,, • : . ' ~ : ..,• • ~ . . : • • • '"' 1_ • • ; ~ -: ~ ,• • ~ ,Ll 

:i - •• I went through the place ·and ~P the, stair~· to· the ;pr1vatt:;.' :._;;: 
dining room and knocked on the door. Tatiba.na opened it. I entered 
and he locked the door behind mo. 
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'ile sat doiVll at a. table end I took out the material and spread 
it out before him. His v,es fairly glistened as he looked it over • . -. 

' 
"How much you want for this stuff" he asked. 
"Fi;ye thou~and dollars" I rep~. ;_-... ~, 

.. •• .. . •• • ~ ... 4 .. .. ,.,.~ .... 

. .. 
.. ~ >··~· •" ·.,,,., ........ ~ .. . -: 1, 

!!e didn •t hesitate for a moment. "This time you got good 
stuff", he sa;Ji_ "I cive you five t housand dolls.rs and want you 
eo back Honol urigb.t away" • 

He took a large b~ll folci out of his pocket and started to 
. count out the money. I remember hoping that the G. men wouldn!t _ . 

. .... break the <ioor-- down until .I had it 1n my possesion. When he ~1niabed 
· co,mting h~ found that h& only hat\ faux thousand two hundred :dollars 

in his wa1let. He handed me this amount and told me that he~would 
have Kono bring me the other eight hundred the next day. He aaid 
tha t this time I could. go back through the restaurant instead .,or . 
go~ng out through the hotel. · · 

As I crune out on the street I bent over and brushed an imaginary 
speck of dust off my knee which was a signal t o the agents that I had 
the money • ... ·:.~.r ! 

'fJ J : Twenty minutes after I had r eached ho~e I had a phone ca1l 

ir.! J·-.; from :::r: •::~ work", Mr, Hood said, "We have Tatibana and Kono 
~-- - und · a restt 

;;! • ·:· - --· · The next morning I got the newspapers. They were tull oi. the 
t~_:_~} :·,_:··.. 0 Tatiba.na.'s bail had been .set at 850000~?0 ~~. Ko~_'•_.at

1 
.. ·,.~·-• 

l.·,• .,;_ ,... • • • ·i ~ I ~ 
:~t, 't,: ~ • ,, • • .... • '. .. .,_ '"J .. ·~ J; j• . k~ :. ~ . l • ' ~- .. 

~-:; ~if That night the Navy Intelligence Depart ment ga\·e a ·,nice llttle 
!'t:lfl dinner for me at t he Biltt1cr~ Eotel_ 
'·:;• f;,; 
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goin~ to do nex:t" Stan1ey asked as the aeal 
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