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CONFIDENTIAL

NAVY DEPARTKENT :
Of'fice of Nawvel Intelligence
Washington, D. C.

December 19, 194]
SUBJECT: SPANISH REFUGERS IN MEXIOO

NOTE : Prepared by the Counter Subvsrsion Section, 0ffice of Naval
Intelligence, from reliable and authoritative information.

Spanish refugess began arriving in Mexico shortly after
the fall of the Republic of Spain. At the present time it is be-
lieved that there ars betwsen 10,000 and 12,000 in this country,
including persons of all sorts of political faiths., HMexican Govern-
ment figures on the number now here are not considersed rcliable, and
independent estimabtos were made on the hasis of matorial obtainesd
from various sources avallable to this office and the Embassy,
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Mogt “of the refugees are known Comnunists or leftists of
strong radlcal leanings. Thore are quite & number of very prominent
persons conneeted with the former Republicen regime, both radical
and moderate, A nuaber are Catholic leoaders, dospite their Republlcan
beliefs, and they are known to be associating hers with the Spanish
Monarchist Committee, for political reasons.

The refugeo colony is filled with bittur hatreds. There
is such continuous strife among the various shades of political opinion
that Niceto Aleala Zamora, ox-Prosident of Bpain, who ceme in on a
recent refugee ship declined to remsin thore, and continucd on te
Cuba. emrouts to Argemtina, He has told friends in the colony there
that hc wants to come to Moxiso lator if theoseo quarrels are halted,
but he terms the prosent situation an impossible one from the stande
point of Republicen plans for the futurs of Spain,

The JUNTA de AUKILIOS a LOS REFUGTANOS ESPANOLES or J.A.R.E.
is ths group through which the Meoxicen Govermment hsndles the large
incoming groups of refugees. It is logally constituted here to carry
out what its title implies: aid te Spunish refugecs. It is hesded by
Dr. Indalecio PRIBTO, former Spanish Premier, who is always onbdgod
in an argument with various Spaniurds in the colony.

It is PRIRTO's porsonal claim that hia committee does nob
help known Communists, but confines its work to tho "Left Republican
Party, Socialist Wbrkure Party, Left Republican Party of Catalonisa,
Baggue Natiomalist Party, General Workurs Union, and National Conferw
ence of Workers", but these statements are regarded as propagondea
aimed at obtaining more support from the United Stutes,
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SPANTISH REFUGERS IN MEXICC (Conttd)

There are several rival groups, the largest of which is
the Spanish Technical Aid Committee whose President is Dr. Jose Puche.
Then there are Dr. Bugenioc Serrano Parseja and Modesto Mayron Arias,
who are the pro-democratic¢ leaders and who claim to heve thousands of
the refugees as their followsrs, Since FRIETO hes mede some anti-
democratic stoatements and has warned the refugees here and elsevhere
to keep out of the Axis-Allies conflict, the pro-democracy group has
been slowly growing in strength.

However, the two principal groups mentioned have most of
the money and thut malkes the rofugeos dependent on them, The J.AR.E.
got most of its money from the sale of jewels taken out of the nation.
al pawnshops bafore the fall of the Republic, plus whal money FRIRTO
could goet his hands on. The Spanish Technical Aid Committes; known
locally as Socorro Eapseinl Ropublicana Bapanol or S.0.R.E. obtained
most of its money from the vaults of the Bank of 3pain before Franco
got into Madrid. '

The J.A.R.E. is 1n the most poworful pogition bhecause the
Moxican Governmment obteins from it all tho numss of available ro-
fugeos waiting to come here. The Mexican Govermment looks to it for
all finnneing of tho refugees, including transportation to Mexico
and the clothing and feeding of them hore until thoy obtain work.
Thus, PRIETO and his co-workers are in commond of the refugee colony,
generally spesking. Associustod with PRIETO in running the affairs of
the JWALR.E. are Jose GIRAL, former Prime Minister ond former Minister
of State; Jose ANDREU, Ex-President of tho High Court of Justice of
Barcelona; and Carlog ESTPLA, Ex-Minister of Propaganda and former
Undersecretary of Stute for Foroign Affairs, .

It is the statsd policy of the Mouxican Govarmmsnt to admid
Spaniards in nmumbers unlimited by quote. For that reason they have
been filtering inte the country & few at a time, as well os in large
groups. For example, the fmerican Comnsul at Voracruz reports the
following Spanish refugee arrivals by months in 1941; Jonuary, 38;
Pebruary, 463 March, 79; April, 34; May, 28; June-July, 58; August-
Soptembor, 67; October, 74, '

The Goverrment wants farmsrs principally, and single men
in particular. Despity this policy, ths refuguss represent wll sorts
of vocations and profwssions, In order to encourage farmors, the

Govermment hory seb up a colonization project in the State of Chihuahua,

but it has not beon an outstanding success. Thore have becn succeases,
however, in projects sstablished by the J.ALR.E. or S.5.R,E, for their
own benofit or the benefit of groups of refugees, including a furniture
factory, atecl foundry und countless commercial establishmants, among
which are innumeroble cafes and shops,
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SPANTSH RUFUGEES IN MEXICO (Cont'a)

_ Most of the rofugees arc untrustworthy and certainly
neither the J.ALR.E. nor the §.T.R.E. could be depended upon.,
PRIETCG of the J.A.R.E, is knowm to be in contact with the Franco-
Falange organization here, and through it with knowm Naozi apents,
Ho also is involved with the Spanish Monarchist Committee, by
admigsion of the latter. Russian agonts have long kept contsot
with him.

Ho has a for wider list of contacts than the S.E.R.E.
because this orgunizetion is run by pure Communists. The S.E.R.E,
has a bunk hore callod the FIASA and seoms definitely interested in
Communist aims to the exclusion of nost eoverything else.

The coming of thegse thousands of rafugecs to Mexico has
created many oconomic and socinl problems for this nation, and by in-
filtrating into Mexican politics, they are trying to get inte position
to tuke dmportant roles in govermmental direction., Many Mexicons of
prominsnee have oxpressed apprehension over the influx of these people
and have warned thut they are interforing with Meoxican contrel of
trade unionism snd cormerce.

The Spaﬁiards in many cases are mors adspt at business
and politics than Moxicans., “‘hose getting into business have plcked
out good locations for saloons, cheap dine ond dance pluces and shops
of various kinds. The teachers have sucesedsd in getting many good
Jobs and often better paying ones thon Mexicans could obtain, In
this regord, the lurgest Moxican newspaper UNIVERSAL, published an
srticle Novenmber 13, 1941, complaining about this., It said that
there is a tendency to do more for the rofugeés in many woys than
for nutive-born persons, and it further intimated disapproval of
the entrance of vdditionnl larpge groups into the country.

The 470 refugees who oomc in on the QUANZA on November 18,
inciuded diplomats, writsrs, magistrotos, ox~-governuont officinls, !
lawyers, doctorg, ssilors, scldiers, fliors, toochera, michunics,
railroad workers, industrial omploycors and employecs, and labor
leaders. Each of these is attompbing to set himsolf up in his own
profession or vocation., The outory in the profession is intunase;
&lso tho labor unions have bogun to foul the impoact and complaints
have been mado. There are nony restrictive laws designed %o handie
foreigners trying to get into professions and wvocations, but &o
powerful is the J.A.R.B. thut often tho requiremonts are éverlookod.

: Also, Mexican officinls in many instences aro pro-Loyalist -
and try to help these refugees, For instance, Geonersl Roborte Fierro,
Chief of the Mexican iir Corps, and an important figure in the Loyalist
cauge in Mexico- during the Spanish Civil Hor, tcld the Assistant
hAttache that he wunted very much to utilize the services of a nunber
of Spanish aviators, some of whom,. he gaid, had as much as 14,000
hours becsuse of their sorvices on Spanish and Fronch airlines. He

would put these men on ilmmodiately but for their age,. some of then being

_over 3o,.
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SPANISH REFUGEES IN MEXICO (Cont'd)

Theso refugocs of oll elasses ars causing plenty of
difficulties for Msxico in coonomic and social ways bub tho
potential dangors of ,political tvruble in the Ansricos which night
be caused by these poople arc far greaters On this nutter, all
of *ho Mexicun end "panish sources used for this report theroughly
agroe, rogardless of their politicel views.

PRIETIO, by mointaining contact with groups which arc clagsi-
fied as deadly enemises of Republicanism, plainly shows his great dis -
regard for the demoorncies mnd his liking for intrigue with troublo-
mekers. It has boen reliusbly roepert.d that PRIETO has urged his group
to ain for revelt in Latin America. Tho 8.8.R.E. or rival group,
agraes with this point and, in addition, wants to use Luotin Ansrics
as o basis for world revolution,

Although Russia is fighting Germony, PRIETO keeps in touch
with MNari agents., He susems tovant +o kaep in their good graces, and
either is doing work for thom now in Mexice and elsowhore, or he must
expect to cooperate in the fubure in tho event Russia is defeoted.
iony of thase refugues of both JiaJR.BE, and S E.K.E. consider the
derccracies s the prineipal cnemiocs of radiculism, whether of the
Left or Right, and they are willing to help Franco or Germany in a

geeret way in the hope of bringing about the downfoll of demceracy
in this henisphere.

They thus constitute a very important potential sourcs of

" trouble for inter-imericuin relsbions and for the stability of the in-

dividual American nations. Beecause the Spanish refugee machines scen
to be centered in Mexico and work all over tho hemisphorc, they can
work through all sorts of local conticts, including local gevernment
nfficials, leftists, Nazis, Italians, Falangists and Vichy-Froench.

FRIZTO is bulievod bo have allowed, for a price, the plac-
ing of spies for Germany and Yranco aneng each group of rufugees
coring herc. Cortainly the Spanish colony has many questionahble
people posing as republicsn refugses. A numbor of such sries are
reported by one reliable Hexican scurce to huve been sont into cvery
Lotin mmericun country posing as refugoees. They keep in touch with
Axis agents through front groups,

Alcala Zamors nuade the statement that the Spunish
Civil War is still being fought in Moxics. He referred to the lurge
nusbers of Falengists ond Monarchiststhere who are causing as nmech
trouble for Moxico as the Republican refugces, and ho gimphasized the
intense hatreds of one Spanish group for anothor.
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SPANTISH ROFUGEES IN MEXICO

He is regerded as a sincere Ropublican hoping for reestablishmont

of the Republic in Spain, but many scurcos feal that he is deluded
pbout alleged strife botween the various Left ond Right groups. The
squabbling smong the Republican refugees thonselves, to which he also
referrod, is rogurded as the noisiest and nost diseouraping. The
various groups of the Left and Right, while battling on the surface,
have too much contact with one another ond thus disprove their ocwn
protestations of hatred for one another, They are all providing

some measurs of help and comfort t6 the Axis, and in 80 doing, theoy
are working ageinst the demoericies.

FBI, MID, State Dept. oand C.0.I. copnizant,
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