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DISTRICT INTELLIGENCE OFFICE
THIRTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT

1850 = 1968

On 6 Howember 1980, I stepped, somewhat blindly, into the
world of Maval Intelligence, having shed a high school teaching
contract ip Oregon for A contragt with the Director of Naval
Intelligence for the princely sum of §3,640.00 per annus. This
contract, under which all agents labored until aseimilation into
the Civil Service System in 19609, could be terminated by elther
aidgs with 30 days notice and no reason given.

pepending on one's point of view, I was either the nioth aor
tenth mgent in DIO13WD, one other agent having been hired that
sane day. 1t ehowld be poted I used £he term “Agent” rather than
“Spapial Agent™ for at that time the only fpecial Agents in ONI
were those worklng in ONI Beadquarters, located in the Pantagon.
For a number of years Agents wars not Allcowed to uss that titla
Fenttinaly, or to refer to Naval Intelligencs. 16 Parsan, and an
publis gocuments, wa wers to identify oursslves as Ressarch
Araivats, employed by the 13th Waval District. [uring intarviews
we were to idantify ourselves ag being from "Navy Headguarters in
Seattle.” 7Tt was hard to understand the subtlety, especially
since our credentials bore the slgnature and title of the Director
of Hawval Iptelligence, 1n addition, our 1953 craedentials had
"L.5. Hayal Intelligence® in bold letters.

The D10 spases were located within the 1IND compound in &
one-story building across the street from the Commandant's office.
The officlial address was 161] West Whesler Street. Whieeler Stroat
was a cne-block lane with the 1IND perimeter fence on the south
sida and a city garbage dump (now a ol courae) on the north.

Tha DID, Meawvy Captain John E. Edwards, was a destroyer sailor
with no intelligence or investigative experience. His Execuotiva
Officer, a Commander whodse name I cannct recall. had besan an
attacha, Ocher Havy officers assigned includad: Nawvy LT Don
Bedlin, whe ran the counter-intelligence section LT Redlin was &
decorated former Marine, having distinguished himself El.tL.E_El.ipEu'!

A8 a Japaness linqu;i,.l;tj LT Redlin was cradited with coaxing a
numbar of Japanase out of caves rather than committing .J.ln::.cliﬂuu
Tha noted agthor, John Toland, credits Don Redlin's exparcicnces as
tha basis for one of the characters in his povel, "God's Warc.”

The Opintel; or =Y¥" Branch was lad by LODR Mecedith (Rip)
Riddle, one of the most capable naval officers I sver snoountersd.
LODA Riddle's WW1I experiendes were the basis for a movie and TV
garies “The Wackiest Ship in the Army.” A former “mustang® Riddle

wag evantyally promoted to Captain and in his last assignment,
sarved as Commanding Officer of MIS0 Hawaii. Upon retiremant from
the Navy, Captain Riddle was employed 22  a vice-prasident of
niui?g Corporation, one of the five major industries in
Hawail.

A component of DICIIND was the Rescrwa Intelligence Frogram
Office loceted in an adijecent building. In 1950, the RIPO was
Commander W.J. Youhy, who was tranaferrced in early 1951 and was
raplaced by COR (later Captain) Jim MoCabe.

My recollection of officer parsonnel i somewhat hazy in that
many were guiet, compatent officers who did cheir jobs efficiently
and others stood out for one reason or ancocher. At the tipa I was
hired, a LT John Allen, a Esattle resident, was recallsd to active
duty in an adoinistrative capacicy. For reasons bese left unsaid,
he departed through administrative procedures and returned E=o &
position at the University of Washington.
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of the sarliest Executive Officers was COR Marvin Van
tad besn a pre-war agent with ONI and later sarved ad a
%inuh Waval Distriet. (CDR Van Dera can best be

! A flamboyant, self-centersd persocn, nevaer at a losg
for words and an at self-promoticn. He was later relieved
by COR Ra d Fobrlm, a career Maval Intelligance Officer whose
PrEviouE ¥ had been as Naval Attache in Phoom Feob, cambodia
during the sarly stages of the Vietnam war.
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In tha mid-1960's CDR (later tein} Alan Bagfth was XD ©0
Captain Martin. CDR Bath and his wife were cat Lovers and apan
their tranefer to Rawail, were ¢ [rerd to place their six oAt in
quarantine for an expsnsive pericd of Bix months.

y Othar officars T recsll wars CDR Bob Martin, who headed the
Ressrve Telegammunications Program and who, for & tims, wes acting
DIG; LT [later ﬂp?tuin] Jack Clark, an @xceptianally fine of ficers
LT (later Captain) Rick Cassucci, & saraar intelligenoe officar
who held CO billets in other Ristricks/MIE0s, LT Posty Rhedes .

A well-to-do Seattleits, and LT Vipee (LEU), who, after leaving
Botive duty, came to the:stcention of Al Combs and me in a Less—
than-coppl imentary way.

_ Fhe paces oooupded Ly Lba pID wers a mish-mash. The
bailding conteinsd only two officeg, one for ths DIO and the other
jointly pocupied by the ABIO and CADIC (Civilian Rasistant o the
DI0], o pomitien cccupied at that timg Dy Robert (Bob) King, a
Naval Ressrys Captmin. The billet appearsd to have no dafined
duties, &n spinion shared by O8I, and in the sarly 19508 the
position wam abolished throughout DNI. Thers wis & paftition at
the opposite end of the boilding which sgmarated the E and ¥
Eranches, Orherwiga, the central portion of the building, Band
any parcitiens; wag occupied By agents and clarical perponnel.
Thare wers two anall adioining rooms whioh served as & Techoical
Equi;pmﬂ*.-_ storegs ares and the other an interrogation room. Somes
rimg in 1952, the cffices were mSoved mcross the strest lnte the
secand deck of thes Commandant's puilding., Several years lates the
GIC was: moved to a more professional sectlng et the Sand Foint
Rawel Alr Stavion.

rArpugbouts =y IF yasrs wileh OMISNIS, the fRE CoORtaRTtlOUE
egquipment prohlam Was autocmobiles. 1n Howssber, 158, DICL3GD- had
ii sutomobiles. The two oeweer wers 1947 Cheviolats and the
renalndes wers pre—war Plysefuchs, My first road trip was takan
in & 1940 Plymouth with over 300,000 miles. That road LCip was £
bregon. My CEicE: sSmergensy Etop RS LA Tagema to replace = hrokan
far palt. The secend smergency stap pocurred in Aetoria; Ocsgan
+te hawa the e=s=rygancy braka repalred. Fortunately, in parch,
7851, we wors aEsighes 10 pew Plymbuth sodans. Morals improved
migheilyl

peving ESarwad 4T TIRD, IinD,; HWIGHD and In the Bullippines,
and hewing met mARy mEgents and chslr familiss, tne -beph of cheds
Fpr was 1iHD, ‘Two THABONE ptard out - the besuty of the
pacifln Nosthwest and the people wno pade DIOIAND Auch a QrS&EL
place teo work. Here ars Thope with whem 1 worked at thof Etars:

Bines thoes was no farmel efflce structure in 1950, the agant
in charge was John T.. rFappy” Holmes, - glfend writer and & MORT
plogsent public speakes. Fappy Hoimea had lictle formel sdusatiofn
Bt made up for 1t in many ways. He was a Canadian and cane to
NI £rom pravicuf amploymens with the Royal Capadian Mounted
pulice. In-eacly 1351, Pappy rotired and wes replaced by a Naval
asparve Officez, LT (later Captain) Bill Hall, ppnders whaom I hed
garvnd in the Haval Resstve unit in Portiand., More abook Bill
Hall latez.

The next seanlo egent was Ceorge Park, who was ons of my teo
mantors throughodt By tipm in 13ND. OGeorge was & China Marine {(ha
always referred Lo Marines a= "God s finest), one of the 4th
Marines in fhanghai. Aftar his enlistment expired, he whs
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{mmadiately hired as a detective on tha shanghal Munisipal Police
Foroe, & multi-national groug. Georgs at one of the first
FEI National Academy classes in Quantico and endad op as President
of hia clags. Following graduation, he returmed to Mebraska and
sarriad his high school sweetheart, taking her back to shanghai.
Shortly thereafsss, she sontractad tubercolosis. As her condition
worsened and the Japanewse were making their mova on At
George cast about for anobher position in the U.5. and in 1940,
left Shanghai s the Japaness wors antaring the olty. He had
received & job offer from OHI in Seattle. When reporting for duty
in Seatrle, he learned that the DID was agtually a well known
private detective named Tuke 5. May. Shortly after George’s
crrival in Seattle his wife died. George's sarly years in Esattle
wars mpant on surveillances, largely of Japanese consular
officinls and Russien Maval Cfficers sssigned to the PUTenaRing
Commission. In addition, G& spent a good share of WWII
working in an undercover capacity at tha Haval Bupply Center,
uncovering and thwarting theits. somekine in the 1560'B, Geooge
giffeced & major heart attack during an ipter tion at the
Bremerton Navy Yard and owed hip life to the gquick thinking of
Epecial Agent Al Sedfeldt who was aspisting Georga and guifily
recognized what was happening, broke of f the interrogation and got
Gearge o a dootuclhospital. OEarger for a varlety of reasons,
transterred to Honolulu in the early 1960'8. Ha decided to retire
on 31 May 1965 and, aleng with his wife, Lena, and Beb King and
his wife, waAS to leave on a world cruise. Sadly, however, saveral
days bafore retiring, Gecrge suffered & fatal heart attack. The
Commanding Officer of a Ravy wesgal on whigh Geccge had worked
affared o take Lens, along with George's ashes, tO Bad for

borisl., AB & result, Deorge’s Iemaind Wers scatterad on the
pacifis Ocean near Fearl Harbac,

A father figure for many of us was Frank Ehane. Frank had
bsan & Pinkerton Decestive for a number of yessrs and joined ONI at
tha cuathreak of WWII. Like Geocge, he also had a hand in the Bany
purveillances underway at the outset of the war. The big gquesulon
at the tims wam to detsrmine whieh of the Boviets was GRU and foom
George, and later Bert Walker, I lsarned that i% was Frank wheo «&ae
the Eirst to pick out the right ome. Frenk's principal WWIl
assigrment was the Bromorton Havy Yard. As an asida, Frank, for &
fumber of years, operated a sids bosiness. He ran & Firm in
charge of security and ticket takers at the University of
Washingzon Athletio Department. Somehow & Eeattle sports writer
happaned to mention Frank in a golomn which was seen by the BIG.
The DI0 went ballistic with the result that Frank turned the
busineas over to his son. Many of ue owe much to Frank for him
patient sounseling,as well as for the time spent pesging on o us
his report-writing skills which were tha vary be=st. Frank
retifed fRom ONL in the mid=15960"s.

BLll coleman, & WWIT yooman &ssligned to DIDLIRD, was
impediately hired as an agent at the =pd of the war. Bill Was one
af those gois:, unassuming persons who was competent in ao many
argas and an all-arcund cutstanding agent. Tt was oy good factune
to accompany Bill on twa undercover cases of the Catetory 3
wvariety, one in CONUS and one OUTCONUS. Watohing Bill oparate in
those highly stcessful environsents was a great Eaarn.inq
expecisnte for me. Like Frank, Bill also wae a gifted writer. It
is my recollecticn that at the time of the NIS/DIS spllt, BLll
becsms the SAC of the Seattie DH1E affice.

Herry Whitmore, like Bill, was & WWIl yeoman who stayed
an agent following tha wac. H;JTE‘I spacialty wam nn:rﬂl-. Q'f o
knew where any and all records could be found in the Seattle area.

He prowved to be ektremely gensrous with hils time in he thoae
of ue who were neophytes in the investigative hu-inun-!:piggn:-r
retired from KIS In the 1960's.
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Robert (Bab) Evalaigh was recruited at about the same tims a5
Rufus- Boldman and Al Coibs. He was & graduate of the University
of Washington in a discipline similar to City Pleaning. Beb was &
Fuiet, yet conpetent agent and left aftsr several years to take &
position with the City of Seattle in some planning function.

Fufus [Rufe) Boldman gradosted from Washingtofn State Collage,
majoring in Pollce Bcience and commenced amployment in December;
1849. on his first day; his wife, Penny, was afflicted with a
severs dase of multipls sclerosis, rendsring her completaly
parniyzed. &ne eventually regoined the wee of her arss and legs
and she mnd Bufe had twe more children. & stauoch Hormon and a
vary fine investigator, Rufe eventsally pecsusded the office <o
open & Resident Agency in Pesacallo; Idahe; making it poasible for
him ko travel to Sale Lake Clity on pocesion, Follswing
rerirement, Rofe was esploved at the Navy Huclear Facility nesr
Ideho Falls for a time and passed awsy at a falatively early age.

Rl Combs, & fellow graduacte of Lewis & Clack Coilsge in
Portland, came to ONI by a roend-sbout way. Al was ong of four
L&C students who were aenticed into sesking commissions in the
Haval Beperve ntaelligencs Program. ONI-was favorably impressed
by hie- BI apd in December, 1948, offersd Akl an agent's position in
Bemttis. Aftar two yemars in Seattle, Al was tap £0 SpEn - 2
Resigent Agency in Portldand in na.zl:lr I952. AR E time af tha
formation of the hefepss Investigative Service |D18), Al was one
of the few agents pergonally spproached by the then-Deputy
Dirmctor of KIS, Jack Lynch, in an effort to keep him in NIS. He
was specifically oifsred a SRA assignment in Bouthern Calirornia
piit apced to transiec to DIS. A1l lacer becams agent in charge of
the DIS mffies in Cast Lanaing, Michigan and sven later gearved as
ERf mf eneir office st Griffis Air Force Base, Rome, Hew York.
Follewing his setiremens, Al and his wife, Linda, alected to Llve
o1 Ehe East comst, firse in Remsen, NY-and later in wWorcth Crealk;

KY-

Jis Ret and I came apoard the zEms day. Jim was a graduate
of the University of Washipngton in Aooounting. He wal nevec
particul Ariy happy 88 an agent and his wife became most un
cwer hia oocasional road trips. ©n sarly 1952, Jim was selactad
to attend cne of thi first Basid Agencs’! Course at OHI. EnoETly
aftar rererning L6 Seattle, Jim resigned for a position with =
paper company in Everett, Wastiington.

My progression to ONI was identlcal in many ways to that at
AL Combs, through the Ressrwe Intelligenoe Program. At ths
autbresk of the Xorean Wac, I was in my final semester of graduace
any partltions, was ocoupied by agents and clerical persannsl.
Thore were twoe small adjcining rocams which served as a Technical
Equipment storage Aresa and the other an intarrogetion room. Some-
time ip 1952, the offices were moved across the stréet into the
seonnd deck of the Commandant’s building. Sevaral yeass later the
BI0 was movad to & more professional setting at the Sand Paint

Maval Alr Stacion.
Throughout my 2% years with ONI/RIS, the post contentious

equipment wae putomobiles. In Movembar;, 1950, DIQL3IMD had
12 au lgs. The two newest were 1947 Chevrolets and the
remainder ware pre—war Pl ehe. My first road trip was taken

in @ 1940 Plymouth with ower 300,400 milea, That road trip was to
Cregon. My firat emergency stop wes in Tacoms to replace a broken
fan belt. The secopd emérgency stop poeurred in Astoria, Oregon
to have the saergency brake repaired. Fortunately, in Barch,
1951, we wers assigned 10 new Plymouth sedans. Morale improved

mightilyl

Hawving served in 13ND, L1WD, WISEG and in the Philippines,
and having mes many AgSNEE and their families, the bes: of these
by far was 196D, Two reasons stand out - the beauty of the
pacific Northwest and the wihic made DIOLIND puch & great
place to work. Here are those with whom 1 worked at chafj start:
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fince there was no formal office ltrunt::- L:ti:ﬂfdﬂlﬂ ng-:nt
in charge was John T. “Peppy” HAolmes, & gif W and a mos
aloquent pubiie speaker. Fappy Holmss had littie fommal education
but made up for it in many ways. He was a Canadian and came to
CWI from previous employment with the Royal Canadian Mountad
pelima, In sarly 1981, Pappy retired and was replaced by & Haval
Heserve OfFFflear, LT (later Captain) Biil Hall, under whom I had
served in the Haval Reserve Unit in Portland. Mors about Bill
Hall Iater.

The next senicr agent was Gecrge Pack, who was one of my teo
meEntors throughouts my ime in LIND. was & China Marine [he
plways referred to Marines as “God’s fineat), one of tha 4th
Maripnes in Bhanghal. Aftar his enlistment expired, he wWas
immadiately hired as a detmctive on the Shanghai Municipal Polies
force, a multi-pational groop. Geocge aktended one of the flrat
FRI Hational Academy clgsses in Quantice and ended up as President
of his class. Following gradustiem, he reeurned to Hebragka and
married his high school sweetheart, taking her back to Shanghad,
Shortly thersafter, sha coptracted tibersulosis. As her condition
worsensed and the Japanewss were making their move on Shanghal,
Gearge sast abour for ancther position {n the U.5. and in 13440,
left Shanghsi as the Japanese were entering the city. Ee had
reseived a job offer from ONI in Seattle, When reporting for duty
in Geattle, he learned that the DID was actually & well EKnown
private datective pamed Luke 5. May. Shortly sfter Gaarge’s
arrival in Sesttle hizs wife died. George's early ye4drs In Seattle

and hdd gacured 2 teaching coptrackt at a high echoal in Sherwocd,
Ofegan. Several days before graduation; I recelwved a phone call
offering me an agent's job. I apfed my disintersst but agresd
£o drive to Seattle for an interview, In Seattle; Fapny Holmes
made it clear I coold not be hired because of my ressrve status.
That was Eine with me 80 I raturned to Portland. Upon retusn, I
found in the mall a set of orders to active duty, &long wicth &
phone message from the DID o call him a5 soon as I srrived homs,
Caprain Edwards made it clear my resecve affiliation was oot a
hindrande and he suggested I return to Seatcle; apd- salso ta bring
my ective duty orders. The naxt morping I was sicting in Captain
Edwards ' office. He walked in, seked for the orders; asked If T
wanted the job. Tt topk me all of five seconds to Eay "yag,”
prebably one of the smariest things I have ever done on such shors
notice.

A word about the variogs DID's/COe during my stay in 13IND.
A T mentloned earlier, the DID at the time of my employment was
Captain John E. Edwards (net to be copfused with Captain John
g.Edwards; a highly respected former Dlrector of NISj. Captain
Edwards was a destrover skipper with no previous intelligenoe or
investigative sxperience. In fact, of the eight D10‘s/Cd's, only
wo had any previous intelligence experieance and none had an
investigative expariencs. Twd had hed previous duty in mlIgr
DIO Essigrmente.

1n 1951, Captain Edweards was transferred and replaced by
Captain Reobert Fahle, who cams to the assignment from & previous
attache apslgnment, Upon his departure in 1953, CORE Robort
Martin, a Reserve Telscomunications Officer, served as acting DI
for several menths until selieved by Captain Jamsa Plernikan, a
submariner. TER the eventual Trﬂat HJoy of tha agent carps, the
Nawy changed the ruolea, hastenlng Captain Flenniken's recirement.
Tha time-honored retirement rank of “cosbstone admiral, bestowsd
upan retiring captaing who held wactime medals, wes abolished and
pot wanting to loss the title, Ceptain Flenniken took early
rekiremant .

He was repleced by Captain Donald Todd, ancther des X
shipper. Captaln {then C0OR) Todd is pProminencly mentioned
Richard Wewcomb's book, "Rbandon Ship,” detailing the sinking of
the USE THDIAWAPOLIS. CLaptain Todd was ZS0PA (Senior Officer
Present Afloat) during the search phese after the survivars were
discoversd and hed to make the fateful decision o halt the ssarch
not knowing if any others might have been afloat but urseen.
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Caprtain Todd was roplsced by CDR Willism Bliss, who had
Previously been assigned as Resecve Intelligenoe Pragram Officer
Ak ONI Headiiartars. During his tepure, thers wece thoss who
gkrongly felt that actual command af the DID rasted with the

District Legal Officer; Captain Hugh Millier.

The last two DIO‘s/CO's wers undoubtedly the two beast in
terms of caring for, and ti.k-'LﬂLlD interest in, the t cocpd.
Captéin Ed Martin transfesred from DIO 8ND (Hew Orisans) and
wae in Seattle at the time of transition to the Haval
Investigative Service in February, 1966. Captain Martin, a some-
what flamboyant persen, had an lllustrious WWII record and ism
prominently mantionsd In-the book, A Different Kind of War" by
Vice Admiral Milton Miles. Admliral Miles commanded a group KRoW
Eiisann. Bino-American Cooparstive Organization, operating in

fa. 1

The last CO cucing my LIND senurs was Captain Harold Ellzsbd,
who tranaferred in from his previous sssignmens &8 CO of WIZQ
Charlaston. These two offigsess gid more for the agents of 13HD
chan all their predsssssors combinsd.

Althongh notoa £0coroxe; one of the most inkscesting officsss
aidl B veal mEERT Lo the afficd ruring the early 1860°= wad LCOR
Loule (Low) Lindepmeiss gho came to ! 13WD from a wide fangs of
fleet duty and Viesnem dotys He wes & qules, low-key orficer,
vary effective in Wis work and well 1iked by eiebyons.

1 hafl parhaps the shortest training period in the history et
oHI. On my first dey, Pappy Folmes outlined my trainifg. program;
thers heing no formel poegram throughout ORI, 1 would ‘ba speEnding
two weaks in the office reading manusls, reading cases - e
becoming familiar with the files and flllng aystam. Afcer Two
wooks I would be paired with another agent. doing backgroand
invastigatione. Howsyver, it dido‘t happen that way. On my sgcond.
day, ‘Rovamber 7, Papgpy had me accompany Getcge Fark o Bremerton
[F5HY| whers he wai working-a wrongful descrustion case [SamRonm
had st wiTes t& +he Interier Compunications panael on an LET being
seaapmissioned for Eareal. [t took George about three hoprs to
idantify the culprit and secore a esmiession.

Prioe o leaving PEMY, George ocalled Aeadguarters reporting
+hie resulto and Was given ancther sssignmant. at Bangor, at chat
time & Meval Ammunition Depot. The Master of a merchant. wessal
loading ammunition for Forea ceported & civillan crewman who
alleagedly was spouting pro-comeunipt idess and was endoufag.ng
oiow matas to sigh ‘varioua péace petitiona. ‘A goarch of tha
seaman’'s locker ?rﬂﬂm:ud numarous copies of the west-coast ©F
nevgpaper 83 well as otnar pro-cammunist litecatura. The ssaman
was tucned over to the FAL and was removed Lrom cha ship. By the
timea we retirned to Boactle, [t was mfréar Eoam the Eallewing day.
The unpredictability of GMI life wa= brought home to Glorim wery
early on. The following Monday, November 131, Pappy handed me 12
~ap@s and the Eeyvs o & 1940 Flymouwth and sent me Of a ona-wssak
brip t0 eregen. For all practical piurpoees, formal erainimg
erded.

URsil the advant ef astodin and alesctronio reportimyg, @ll
disssmination of OHI raparks/ leads was by U.5. mail. Two forms
prowailed throughoot OHI. @ yellew-ocliored form (Form 153} served
as & Notice of Case Pr:ndin? and was also dsed to disseminats
leads. A blue fomm (Form 119) served as a Report of Investiga~
tion. -DI0D 13IHD was largely & Bl district, in that wo randled many
pore BIYs than griminal cases. Early om, agents would weite thelr
raports; turn them in to Pappy Holmes and that would end their
reoponsibilizy. It should ba noted that all cases, avan clear
RBI‘s, were typed by agancs in detail and all wera written in tho
first person. For instance, “"John Smith, of apparénot feliablliny,
gtated substaptially as followe: I have known....* Thé cess
weild than go to tha sEenos, chisf amang them being Josephine (Jo)
Allen and Louise Besuchamin: They would thean Eype the 11% and
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gend Lt to Pappy who would see to its dissemination. That all
anded with tha arcival of Bill Hall, who took over i Branch at the
time of Pappy's retirament in early 13850, Oos of Bill's firas
acticne was to make essh agent responsible for the 119 in its
smocth form mnd reguired the agent's initlale before reaching his
désk. The firat-parson rapocting slowly evolved into the mooe
professional third-person report, largely thooujh the influence of
Frank Shana;

Bill Hall was a ressrvibt called to active duty. In civilian
life he was an sconomist for the Bureau of Public Roadd and had
been the commanding officer of the Reserve Intelligence Unit &n
fartland. He had served in DID1IND ﬂurinE wWii, having worked
in both Bremerton and Seattle. Bill was immensely popular with
the agent Sorips. He wﬂiltﬁlf institutead a training program
evecy Tuesday aiternoco, covering photoflaphy., fingecprinting,
interrogations, interviews, polygreph and the newly enacted
Uniform Code of Military Justice, He also established the first
in=house performance evaluation focm fof agente.

In late 1957, Bill Hall was reledsad Irom ective duty and was
replaced by LCOR William (BAL1l) Vegt. Bill vwogt had neen & WRLT
intelligence officer and following that, had boen in a partshes-
ship in a Bighly successful drive-in restaurant VENLLrs in Ban
Diesgo. A% the cutset of the Horead War, i1l was recalled and
asaignad to D10 17MD, Kodiak, Alaska. Ha, toa, Was woll liked and
highly regarded by the agenta and garved in Seaptla until late
1955, Ha then secved in ONI, then &s the I0, CHMNAVHEARIANRS. He
wag later rmsssigned to ORI/HLS Headgarters and ‘wak the first
Deputy Birector of HIS. His lagt WIS tour was as I0 'of MIBD San
Diaga.

Bometime in 195%, OMI ohanged the ocivilian command strudture
within wash D10 by msteblishing the civilian Bupervising Agant
position. Some of the larger districts had supervising mgents at
the BE-11 lavel and the smaller districts, locluding 13ND, wers
PO-12'8, The First supercviaing Agent in 1IHD was Waltar Mches,

who was previcusly adsigned In San Diego,' Walt WaB an excremel
aggressive person, sometimes innevative, but a senge of insscuricy
was to causs him problems which led to his resignation in 1957,

His replacemsct, Al Shears, had been a wartime offiser agent
in San Francisco end later becams a civilian agent. R1 was the
righe man for the position, glven the unrest that marked che
tonure of his pradecessor. He was a good, calm leader and was
wall respected by his fellow agents. Al retired in 1966 and
repeined in Beattle wntil his death in F000.

Same Eix yeara after Al Shears became the Superwvising &gent.
CHI nu:.unl_uhdrq. second supervisory Iewel in 13HD, that of
hesistant Buparvising Agent, a position filled Gaorge Gurnes. a
transfes from DIOIND (Hew York). ~George served in that post until
transferring to HISD Philippinss in tha lake 1960 m/marly 15970'E.

Following Al SBhears' retlremont, WIS sssigned Lloyd Besk, at
the time an hEsistant Ln ¥Wew Orleans, Bs Suparvising Agent,
Lioyd, a WWIl yeoman, had ssrved as an agent in Charleston and
later in How Orleans. 1In 1568 he transferred to NISO Philippines
aF Buparvising AHENt. i

puring the Walt MoKes period, DHI had established & Code 40
bililiae mcq;m:un:li.ng counterintelligence duties. Mone af the agent
eorps was aware of the opening uptil it was learned thet Dick
Casad from 118D had besn given the position. Dick, a Seattle
native, garved in that assigmment until the mid-1%60's, At whish
eims ke eransferrod to London. At the time of his transfer, Dick
made 1t known he had extractad a promise from Hesdouarters thist
upon completion of his tour in Turope he would be retcrned to
Sesttle. His replacement in Seattle was Dennis Tipton.
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& In my first mpesting with Depnis, § mentioned the promise
asad had extracted, which came 88-a copplete surpriss ta Dennis,
somathing never disclosed mo him by Headgerters. [ later learned
that upsn completion of Dick Casad's tour in London, NIS made
svary effort to have him eransfer into a prooocion poaltion da NIS
Headgqiarters; however, he was insistent wpon returning to EmAattle,
A Move that worked mgeinat him at the cime of the NIS¢ODIS sphit-
Aa Beattle was no longer a KISa, Dick's biliet was abolished and
e whis danoted from 13 to 12 and given an ASAC billet,

. Probably the most highly regarded, well-liked and respected
individual in ﬂ:ﬂl;ﬂﬁfﬂtsg Seattie was Mrs. Freddie Scott. EBhe
was tndoubtediy the Dest Code 30 type T ewver met throaghoot HIS.
Wit only was ghe sttroctive, she wad also compstent, kKind, witty
mdd the glus that held the office Eogothar in Storsy Eimes.

A word about personnel. “Fhe firse personnel change dorisg sy
tanure ooourred in 1952 with tha resignation of Jim Art whc optad
for priveve Industry. Tha head of D Branch, Bill Hall, upon

isarning of Jim's realgnation, placad a phone call te Portland,
contacting Cherlias B. [Chusk) Schastier, who had bDeeh a Wmember of
the Roserve Intelilgence Unic in Porsland.  Chock, at the tima,
was & salesman for Dun and Bradetresc and toaw & SGW cut in ' '=nalary
t# gama to work for ONL. Chuck proved to be 4 thozoughly
Fompatant investigatar and was, witholdt guestiosn, onsg of the
finest tochpical expercs in ONI. In the late 1360°s, Chuck wes
transferred to a one-man cifice in Rremechnaven, Gemmany and Iatan
pprved in Dresss, Upon retiemant, Chuck and his fanily returnad
te Vancoover, Washipgtono.

ti11ian Vegt, the wife of DR Bill Vogt, wes par shopging
one dev Lo Beattle and in a copversasion with the salasman,
iearnad chat he had onoe besn am ; another lntelligenos
aﬁnr_\r and was pot much interested in selling cars. Lillian cold
hi that her hosband was in Hawal Inteliligesice and gave the
Balesman Biil vogtfs phone nombser.  Bhoctly thersafter Jim
Soreasell came aboard and bacame A valusble mamber of’ the argani-
satimm. dim served in Seattle for & number of years and later
Boegams the regident agencs in Epokane, Washingtofi, Ritar
retirament, Jim was & CORTCACT agent for MEM Security Barvices.
Eadly, he later succumbed bo conceT.

Shane and Wiesss e knowing I was from Oregon. D
you koow Bert Walker?® I didn't knc Bect but knew of him throodgh
my brother who had worked indirectly for Bert with tha Oregbn
Ciate Palice. Bart had been a WW1Ll SIficer agest in-Seattle and
{n Poctland. After resucnipg o the OSP, he was promoted o
Captmin and headed the Gama Enforcamant Branch. Becoming fed up
wirh bursagccetis fumbling in OSP, Bart was hired by ONI &l Tor &
poricd of eight years sarved in DIGLTND, Kodiak, ARlaska.. 1In 1962,
Hart wag transferred to 13HD and established a one-man BA in
Salem. Ormgon. Encife books could ba writian on Bert Walker,
probably one of the MOBE respacted and begt-liked agents we had
and & oreac aseet to khe Poftland office, Bert wag Bingle-
handedly responsible for an lntellgence coup that i scill viable
tpday, Following retiremest, Bertta wife, Loaiseg, suffersd a
sarious illiness of o degenerative natre. After har desth, BerT
ramarried and lived In Raizer, Orogon unptll his-death in 1986

oy :{ rirst day ln Seartle I was snked the same guestion hy
both Frank:

In the sarly 1950's, Al Combs persopally redruited a high-
sohool clesemate who, like A1, proved to ba & iMDEL compeLENL and
wallclliked agent — George Morsa. George spent his ficst =iz
rionths with Al and me in the Fortland office and was lates
transfefred £o Beattlis. ALEer B time he cpened a one=man BA at
pae Whidbey Island. Tn 196E or 1383, George wad wransferred and
pacama the BAC At WISRA; Orlande, Florida. geill lates he booams
the Gaf at WISEA Keflavik, fealand and fipally served as SAC &t
pIEnA HMare 1sland, California. Uposn retiring, George and Anoy
raturned £o their hama on Whidbey Tsland.
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the experience level at DIDIIND topk a guantum leap with Eha
hiring of Cecil §. (Ouy) Kenney. ©Guy had bean & WWIL offiser and
bigtwean wars worked as a federal investigator, Fricr o his
apsignment in 13IMD in the mid 1950‘s, Guy had served on active
duty in ONI Headguearters.

Several Beattle-ares residents wers hired Dy ONI Anc Sent ta
other arsas. This was the case with Ron Bright, who was essigned
originaliy in DIOSHD (Chicago) but had the good seneé to work his
way bagk to DIOLIND. FRon was a natural for the office at PENY,
Bremerten. Ron and I scrt of follewed sach other srcund,
geographicaily, In the late 1960°s, Ron was selected as SAC at
newly opeansd NIZRA Worth Island {San Diego), where he puccsssfully
handled several of tha most high profile ceses in that vecy busy
distalor. He Len becass SAC ak NISRA,; HAS Lemmooro, Galifesnes
and later was placed in o & of cne of the "Crimes AQAINRST..."
dagks in the Criminal Investigations Division of NIBHQ. He later
was transferred t6 Guam. FRon, along with Bleir Gluba, conducted
several of the Best-recelved claspes in the HIS Baslc hgents
Class.

The senond ares resident to be hired elsewhers was Al :
Spafelds, who found himeelf aspigned to Borfolk, Virginia. Like
Ron, he realized thers was no place like Sesttle and worked his
way back, serving at Bremerson and Seactle. Al was probably che
most tenacious investigator in the DIO, andl have often said chat
if T had semething in wy background I didn't want divuolged, 1
would pray hard that my BI was never asgigned to Al. Afrer sche
A0 yesrs in Seattle, Al was transaferred to NISO Hawail and later
faturned o Ssattla. Upon retiressnt, Al was one of the better
investigators working for MSM Sscurity Services.

Thare were a number of wery fing agents in Ssatcle with whom
1 had a passing acquaintance. Hamed that come to mind are Stan
Sagara and his running mate, “Roo Hacey® (Lou Lacey], Wally
Baazley, who opened mn office In Montana, Merlyn “Doc” Fishar,
LT Paul Brown, whosa father was & former U.B. Bapator from
Michizan, John Hunt, an Rgent of the Year selectas by MISHG who
later transferred to the FRI, Ed4 Palasrup, Merlyn Twitchell, Al
Backstrom, Lou Lambsrt, who started a5 an officer agent; later
becane an agent AR Bt1Eil la¥ar IareE Ior whe FRl, H Srorall
and & tall fellew, Roger, whoase lask name I can't recall and who
was & Jepanese linguiet. ‘Rlaa, Harold Hoem, Bill Wittenberger and
undenbtedly othéers, but time has taken a £0ll on my memery Dang.

During the 15 years Al Combs amnd I worked together in
Portland, we were blessed with a great group of agents. 1 wish I
could at this stage of life be cortain as &o mhe order of arrival,

it ma neaar ao T =2an veeall Ta Rlrimnmy was SR Tl e l d
graduate of Washington State University, Larry adapted esasily to
Pertléand and wad great to have around.  After several !‘“.t'_,,

transferred to Yokosuka, Japan, and upon return to 136D, opened an
office in Montana.

Hometime in 1960, Don Mitohell transferred to Portland from
Guam, having previcusly served in Kodiak, Alaska. Don was tha
oroverbisl “ball of fire.” but with one ocbiesctive. a tranafer to
Beattle. In 1562 he was transferred to Beattle and after seve
years, was trapsferred to Hopolulu. At the time of the NIS/DIE
eplit, Don was schedulad for transfer to NIBRA Fort Huename,
California as SAC, but worked many angles at the Headgoarters
hvat_li. u.n:i::nut-d a move to DIS; remaining in Honoluly whers he
Bti e .

in 1962, just prisr to Don Mitchell's transfer, DBert Walker
Limns e Lad .{-u fiom Rleska, wpening 8 ono=mAL HA iH S&l&k, LPSGON
and covaring Salam, Corvallis, Eugene and mush of the southern 3
Drnfon coagt. Many were the timee Al and I turned to Bert for
advice and sounssl mmtmmwwl.ﬂ..w_ ‘A real
jewall
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A most welcome addicion was Dick Payne, a native Oregonian
and graduate of Oregon Btate Uniwraitr.wnftn: dusy aboard UES
ASHTABULA, Dick was sssigned to Seattle a5 an officer sgent. Upon
reiease from active doty he was ismediately hired as a givilian
Epecial Agent. A tireless worker, Dick probably still haso't
forgiven me for & couple of things, obe an incident I foistsed on
him one morning. A Navy vessel wes in Fortland for the American
Legion Mational Conventicon. 1 eaw a brief newspeper articila
stating that a Havy enlisced mar had boen arrested for burglacy
near a downtown Portland mortuary and; sinoe I was leaving town,
I Afked Dick to oheok 1t out., He found himself in the midet of &
necrophiliac investigation, & case that later fell in Ren Bright's
lap aa the anlisted man was eventually placed in the peychiatric
ward st Sremarton Maval Ecapital. In 1967, Dick was tapped by
KISHG For cransfer to Headgquartars where he served in all of the
madsr investigntive dopastment coded — 22, 42 and leazly in eode
21, the 81 division. At the time of the HIS/DIS split, ok was
invisluntarily transferred to DES and after & time retormead to
Eeattls as SAC of che DIS Geattls office.

A% the tlme of Dick's deperture, we gained a raal *jewsl!
with the arrival of Laddie Hancook. Laddie cans to us from the
Lok Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, required little training
and wad a prodoctiva agene from the wery first. A measire ol
taddie s ability wes shown Dy the fact that with enly 13 mopchs

fence with HIg8, Laddis was elected as ome &f 50 WIS agents
sonducting the debrialfings of the crow of USS PUEBLO upon their
return o San Diego aftar boing held by the Karth Foreans.
Intersstingly, in point of service with NIB, Laddie was the jupior
agent, bot he mors then held his own. Aftor sevecal years in
Portland; Laddie trensferred to Okinawa, at that tims the busisat
offics In WIS with respect to criminal investligations. After five

years in Okinawa, Laddie transferred b6 U6Fy Pield neoar pmnsasola,
Flesida and later lafs NIS for a mobe réesponeible positios in tha
private Secto:. He recently seticed ae Chisf of Folice In Caneral
-?ni::. Dregon and. is now o Special Bgent with DEE on Whidhay

-3 d.

We wara joinsd for & Time in Portland by Randy Robarts.
Regrectably, I loat frack of Randy after ha left Portland,
howewer, I baliswe that after leawving RIS, ha returned o a family

busineme on Whidbey lsalasnd.

Fep tha firs:s several ysacs in Paortliand, Al and 1 had na
clerieal support. We woold prepae our cases In Fough form, sand
them te Secartle for typing ahd weuld never ses tham agein.
Eventually, howsver, we were assigned milisary paroonnel of
varying abilities and gualitias. Oor first yeoman, B wave Whois
fiams 1 cannot recall, was & Porcland native Who had besn the lead
vocalist for a popular danse band. Bhea came with =oms paraonal
rbageage~ but of balance proved to bs & raliable Secretafy. She
waN rollowsd By Willie Wilson, & Y- Willle was followed h;
Leanard Burcy, Suppossdly a ¥H1 but sperating st the lovel of &
vHER. EBurcy feceived srdacs o NWIBD Japan bot nevar made it, hie
ardera having been chasged snd he was assigned ©o A& non<Densitive
Eilles. He was replésed by Sob fcuhahn, & guiet, Btaady, pledding
PEOmaT -

Pha DI0 was sympathetic to Al's and myp mal that it wAs tima
morn -peacmanent clerical ssaff, praferably & civilian. To
that end, »e wers abls so intervies and hirs twa of the beaat I
swpr mpoountared in MIS. The first, Jan Wiokscly, was = graduate
=f a local biblae oclluaga. Jan was @varything ons would want in 2
spErecasy. When the affice expandsd, and a mechnd ssoretarial
mlek opened, Jan recoopepded 8 classmata, Joan Vearma. Jan &nd
Joan were & cransndous pair and £helr work was ocestanding. -After
leaving IS, rniaan -agd Joan maccied Christian missionacing and

spant tigs oo OverEans MEARLONN . o  weemearalos 3 W ﬁ.'eh -

o thosa of whe fead this; keep one thing in mind - theas
are the muaings of & 73 yaET=nld merory, sooeLimes prons o
forgetfulness. I'm certaln theres are thoss whom 1 have forgoota,
gnincsncionally. Fesl fras to iet me hnow who should be inoluded
and a revision will ba forthooming, A8 1 have cpsd over thoss
ramas from the pas:t, T hawe [a&lt both pride and gracitude = greti-
siide for having been part of a great DIO with so many f£rianda.

for &
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