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.• 1 (a) Comdt, USMC, ltr AQ ... 306 ... rd (02Al0343) dated 22 
APR 1943., subj: Counter Intelligence Officers. 

1. With a view of claI'ifying the situation regarding the 
rela·tions of Marine Corps Domestic Intelligence Officers with 
the District Intelligence Officer., and with pa.rtieula.r refer ... 
ence to telephonic conversation between ~he District Intelli­
gence Off':J.cer, llND, and the Director• of Naval Intelligence 
on May 12, 1943, the following comment is submitted. 

2. Tb.emission of Marine Corps Domestic Intelli.genoe as set 
forth in pare.graph :3 of ref. (a.) is broader than 't:hat of' Na.val 
Intelligence. Marine Corps Intelligence Off:J.cers are oalled 
upon to investigate oases of 11unethical behavior", and in turn 
become lost in a maze of petty thefts, p, rversion cases, auto­
mobile accident cases, ca.seH:f involving dz'unkenness, etc. It 
is also to be noted that they are called upon to handle "censo1"'­
ship regula.tions 11 • This again goes beyond the present m:t.ssion 
of Naval Intelligence. 

3. Paragraph 3 of ref. (a.) also states that the Marine Corps 
officers are to contact local and national ;Law ... enf'orcing agencies 
of the government. 1.l'his is contrary to the' Delimitation Agree ... 
ment of February 9, 1942 which requires that contacts of th.is 
nature are to be made solely through the DIO and not directly 
with the agency. The latter rule has worked well as it pre ... 
vents confusion and insures proper coordination. 

4. Paragraph 4 of ref. (a) is confusing in. that Mar:tne Corps 
Domestic Intelligence Officers are entirely under the conn:nand 
of the Comm.anding Of'ficer of the particular Marine Corps ste.tion 
to which they are assigned. This chain of command leaves no 
autho:t•i ty or control :tn the DIO, and is contrary to the prin ... 
ciple enunciated by the Chief of Naval Operations which ste.tes 
tl::tat an Officex•-in .... cr.targe of an Intelligence Unit is under the 
milita1,y command of the Comm.and.ing Officer of tha activity eon ... 
cerned, and that he is also under the command and is an integral 
part of the Di.strict Intelligence organization. 
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fh 'l1he phraae1, Uffo the imined11:lte ·vie:biity of the pof.rt," flS &et · :t'o:i:~-th 1:n. ,Pij.'.r!affriaph 4: c:>f x»e;t', ( a) .ts V8.gue :l:n tilm. t :1 t na.n ... . not bG dete:r•mined h.ow :fa.X' beyor>,ci th.e v.toi:nlty of' the post PJI&1.ri111e Oo:r1,s ofi'ie e~s e.rt~ perm1 ttad to go. Mo fil't:1.thox-1 ty :r.astl!11 w:t th thf) DIO o·vex· lVftil,r lne Oorpa oj:'fi.eeri who 'beoc»m$ ovi:u~l1y zealc:n:u~ and d1atiHJrn1nr:1te tn.fo:rimatic.m. to oth.e:r.1 ag0:no:l.ae t Mo:i:'e ... over, tb.e 'broader,, :m.iasio:n of th<~ Domea·c1<, J:nt;.,~J.:tigenoe ox,1·:ani2G1.-tifJl1 o:r the rta:rin.e Oorps oo:nes :hrbo ~Qr1flitJt with the, mox•e l:lntl tecl miss ion o:f' N'n val. I11.tt)l:Lisa:n.<JH:'h, Vfh.en :i:•etiue1;;rta fU:e tl1lide t'o:t? :iJl'tJest!ga:bicm .ir.lV{)lV:1.ng 7!1I:dlt{~l"'$ be:yond the Vi<Jin1 ty of' thQ poet 1rlt1.io'.b J,H~r·tsa1n to ev$,l'lttJ e:ntirely outl,ll:f.de · th~ nd.sstt'):r1 of m:1.Vf..11 :r.t1-t0l.1!.gra'!:ntHl yet. w1.th:1.n the mJ,saion o.f ·th(} }Hn11J.na OorpEJ Dom.es tic In.telJ,:j,c: enoe o:i:1e;f.l:.niza:t;i on, ·bht, :o:r:o httij :no othtJ11 alterna·c1:tre t:111:,r1 to l'lf.:)f'Uf.H' to conduct. the inveat;iga:tionli' 
e, '.I.1b.ore is r10 rrn1ord o:f.' f,.r.ry i1trr:r11, J.19 inveli\lltigrrt ion of! :the Ma:r.'i.ne IJ:1te111genet1 of:f'1cera XJG(U.1ntly- f:t:t':1:1:J.v.ed in t;h:1,a Di~tri,,t -t•>'I "1 J! I,'!,. . r·· "l'(} 1·, 'J.T1)" T 4, /.. . .r.• . . • , ,~ "A t 1·•· \Ir C 

. on . .f. 4,,J.e ,;,.l'l 'wtJ.e ~1 ... ... ., •• \I~. ,I!• . ,u(h~ eel... .i rcim 't",1.J.f-1 ... onnn£tn\,.l,a.n ;l! . J f ,.,; I , 11\ I doe1:-3 :not 111~11:t:i 1:-efe1?e1:u,1~ to inv~:istir,J;.i·t:i.ons of. Ma1?ir1e Inti,l.J..i.,, geJ:me ,person:rtal, W.:tthcrnti au.oh :lxive#!ittgatlo:ntJ the DID i::mnnt>t maJ,ce ave.iJ.a:"ble 1:nfo:rmtt ti.oxi to f.lft\!1-1r.te rnti'ell:1gtm.e.e of.fioevs :f'rom h11 · t'.tlea 111 

r7" · ):t :tis lu.!il1eveci :fo:r ooordh:iati:1.on tft1~.1; t!tll :i.x1vi:JsM.p;a'l:;lon relpo~·btJ -sh.cnt1t.1 he li1etth:; hy Wia.r•i.ne J:r:i:talliganoa of.f':i.c.ers e.:rid ehould be Po11tea th11oueJ1 tl:!.e D:.l:O. l>'l?ge.ntzat:ton to oin: for the u1 e of the Oornmancllil.n t, r-0:u:1?i11e corp$ i and th.e es tttblished p:ric) ... eed.ul."'G flJn.d l.'o~m !'ollo¥1€H1"' 

8, A pr<ibl.ein :pecul1it:r to :rnleve:nth. :Naval Dts ta:i.:tot hna ~.1"111&.n 1n 001tneet:ton with Me.r>irie· oi"t.'ice-:t"s nt outJ.y111t; 1,os·t~ v11de1~ t.he broad Gon1.1.nand. of: th.e Com:a1amitng tle:n,,ltf&l, th,H 'f,M "'O., 1 Sat.\ :C:tiego · Ar~ajf •J'.1he~e o:f'i'i()GlNf;1 ever1 -thotUI l!'lf :ttEU'lk ot' M!ajOl? Oene:r~l~ 11:rie i 1equ.1:ri~d ·to firl'rt al.ear all ma ttet>f! w1:th t;h@ .#111ea oonunax1d, a.:nd 1.'fh<t il!la'l:Jtllll:P.S a~e the11 ~01xhod tn the 1)1sti:t·let IntelJ.1g$llCHt ntf:ic.er irt thE~ ~'V"$1'1t · that oomr.ian.d de~ms 1 t neo.easavy ~ Aa f.i :resul:b, time ;ta J,oat, r!lany t1r1.do11ei ement$ ti:re :r@q;i.213:♦ed, ia:nd. con.t'~.dantial. r11i,tt.e:ra .ar•e ae.eti unr:uto(u.111.uu-.111 by f:i. g:veat :mnny· 1nd1. v1ou.11ils, · 'l1be U1$ t·viot. ·:tn.tell1genee Of',f1otr 1.a &lso :J?eq,u1red to ol(tc:tti all matJtexie pf;rt.a.initJg to t,he Sa:n. l)iego A:t"~a atmim.fil.:t'lt:l througli i'l:al! Corm:nanding G&.ne:r•al li E!.r.u:t the Sf.1.!r!lt) · c.onfiu.id.r;n and dlel.a:.r ·bttk$1lf :pJ.a<,$, 
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