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HEADQ,UARTSRS U. s·. MARI N~ CORPS 

HISTORICAL DIVISION 

CHRONOLOGY 
of 

WORLD 1\TAR It 
. 

·, . 

:prepared by Joel J?· · T~acker , Historian 

NOTE: This chron_ology , compiled from J?Ublished material, includes 
a l l important dotes pertinent to t he activities of t he 
United States .:Mar.ine Corps in the present war. All dates 
a re Greenwich Civil Time. 

J anuary 30 

July 25 

Janua ry 13 

Marcp 7 

July 18 

oc.t ober 27 

July 7 

March 12-13 

September 
26-29 

~ 

Ad'olph Hitler became German Cha ncellor; Von Hinde n,
burg relegc;l.ted to tb.e role of puppet President. 

Nazi putsch to overthrow Aus trian Government of , 
Chancellor Dollfuss checkmated by I tali an mobiliza.f 
tion :a t Brenner . Pass. 

Plebiscite gave ~aar Basin to Germany .~ 

1936 

Hitler ·• s militar y force s took over Rhi neland. 

Spanish Civil War be gan (ended March 28 , 1939). 

Rome-Berlin Axi s f or med . 
. . 

~ 

Japa n a ttacked .China . Fourth Regiment, U. S. 
Marine Corps, a t Shanghai, reinforced by additional 
U. S. Mari nes. 

Hitler's legions_--Qccupied Austria. 

Munich crisis , when Hit l er demanded t he Sudet en 
area of Cze cho~Slovakia. 

-1-



. ' 

March 10-16 · 

March 23 

September l 

September 3 

· .. ~--

Hl t ler -·took·· ov er the r ·emalnder of Czecho-Slovakia. 

Hitler arih~xed Memel, Lithuania. 

G·ermany marched . on . Poland . .. • · 
• • • I • 

. · . . . ,Strength or' Marine ·c-orps: l, 434 officers and 
18 ,271 enlisted men. 

Sri tain and F'ranc.e declared war on Ge rmany~ 

Apr11· 9 
:- .. : : 1: ·~ .. ~ . 

G·ermany inva¢l~d . Denmar~ a~d .N~rway~ : 

May 10 

May 14 

. May· 26 

May 28 

June 4 

June 10 

June 17 

· June 21 

June 27 

.ju1y· 19 

Sept embe r 3 

Sept ember 27 

October 15 

.. 

' Germany i nvaded Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg. 

Dutch army surrendered .. .. _ .. : . . ' : .·. ' ·, 

Anglo-French troops . began evacuation of Dunke rque . 

K~ng ' Leopol~ s~rrendered Belgi an army. 

Dunker que , ·evacua tion compl13 t ed; . 242, 58 5 Brit ish 
a nd Fre nch ·t~oops saved, but a l l equinment lost • 

Italy ente~ed · war as an ally of Germ~ny~ 

.• Pe t a i n -became Premi er 6( Fr ance, ·asked f ~r a r ~l s tice . 

Armi s tice s i g~ed be t ween Fr ance a nd Ge r many. 

Pres ident Roos eve l t proclaimed a limited na tiona l 
emergency . . 

. .. Brita in i mmobilized large part of French· fl ee t in . . . 
Ba tt l e of Oran. · 

Two- ocean Navy authori zed . 
' ·Pr e sident Rooseve lt ·i nformed Congr ess U~S. had 

traded 50 overage .destroyers to Br i t ain in exchange 
f or naval -and a i r ba ses in New Wor ·ld . 

. . 
Ge r many' , Italy P. rid ·Japan s i gneo. Tr i p l e Al l i ance . 

.. 
Ma j or· Genera l Com~andant i sAued Mobilization Order s 
t o a l l Mar ine Cor ps Reser ve uni t s to begin mobili za
ti on on Novemb~r 1, 1940 . 

,... 



October 16 

October 28 

November 9 

De cembe r 16 

January 16 

January 26 

March 11 

March 12 

Marc_h 14 

March 17 

·· March 22 

March 23 

Apt-11 ' 6 

"' April 9 

April 18 

May 1 

May 27 

• .. 

1940 (Cont ' d) 

All U.S . men be~ween ages of 21- 35 r egistered for 
Se lective Se rvice . 

I taly invaded Greece . 

23 Ba ttalions of Mc:1.rine Corps Res er-ye .comple ted 
mobilization and.· toQk stations . · 

All Avia tion squadrons of Marine Corps Res erve 
mobilized . at Reserve base s; Sast Coast . Squadrons 
at Quantico, and West Coast squadrons at San Diego; 
squadrons were disbanded and p ersonne l pooled with 

• the · various operating Air Groups. 

1941 

A number of Provisional Companies organiz ed at 
Quantico for duty in British We.st. Indies. 

U.S. Marines arrived at Argenti-a, --New-f-oundland . .. 

President Roosevelt signed Lend-Lease Act. 

u.s: Marines arrived Jamaica , West I ndi es . 

U.S. Mari ne s arri"ved a t Be r mua.a f • 

u. s. Marine s arrived a t Anti gua , British We st Indie s. 

U.S. Marine s arrived a t St. Lucia, Briti sh We st 
Indi e s. 

U.S. Marines arrived at Trinidad, British West 
Indies ~ 

Ger many invaded Yugoslavia .. 

u~s. Marine s l anded in Gr eenland. 

Yugoslavi a a rmy surrender ed. 

·· Marine Barr a cks , New River, N. C. established. 

Pres i dent Roo sevelt procla imed unlimited na tiona l 
emer gency. Strength of USMC: 3, 236 of f icer s and 
48, 418 enli s t ed . me~. 



June 22 

July 7 

August 11 

Octo_ber . 4 

Novembe r 8 

November . . . ~ . 17 

.. 
November 27 

November 28 

November ·29 

December 1 . . . . . 

December 2 

December 7 

Decembe r 8 

~ (Cont 1d~ 

Ger~any invaded ~ussia. 

~irst Marine Provisional Brigade sailed for Iceland. 

First Marine Provisional Brigade· landed in Iceland; 
held defensive sector in West ern IcP,lqnd until r e
lieved b·y U. s. Army, early in 1942. 

p·re siden·t Roos eve 1 t and Prime ·Minist er Churchill 
met.· at sea; eigh~,:--point "Atlantic Charter" pro
mulgated. 

u .. s. M_arines. arr.~yed at Ge.or~eto•t1n, _British Gui ana . 

Presi~ent Roosevelt approved the withdrawal of U.S . 
Marine s from China. . . ~ . . 

President Roose~elt conferred with Sanburo Kurusu, . 
head of Jap p eace (1) mission to U.S. · · · 

Second Battalion; ,_Fourth M::t.rines, left Shanghai, 
C_hina, f.C?r Phl.ltppines,. 9n U.S.S. Pre sident Madison. 

Fl~st Battalion, Fourth .Marines, . l eft Shanghai, 
China, for . Philippines, on U.S.S. Pre sident Harrison. 

Japane se clos ed Army office in u.s, 
. , 

Second aa ttalio~, Fourth MartnPs arrived at Olongapo, 
Philippine Islands, from China . . ... .. 

First Batta.li on, Fourth Marines arrived at Olongapo, 
Philippine Islano.s, fro~ Chinq,_ . 

, . 
Japanese -~trcra ft attacked . Pearl Harbor. . Midway 
shelled by enemy s\lrface f0rc e . Wqke attacked by 
enemy bomber s . Gua,m and the .Philippfne s att acked 
by e nemy aircraft. U.S. Marine s (16 officers and 
l78 enli s ted men) a t Tientsin and Pei ping , China , 
inter~~d by Jananese. · 

Stre ngth of U.S. Marine Corps: 70,425. 

27 J ap b ombers .nit Wake Island; 55 civilians killed 
and many others _woundeq. 
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December 8 

De cember ,g 

De cember 10 

December 11 

Dec embe r 12 

De cember 13 

De cember 14 

De cembe r- 15 

• 
1941 (Cont'd) 

First ·Battalion, Fourth Marine s moved from Ql ongapo 
to Mariveles , Philippi ne I slands. 

J apanese surface forces appeared off Guam a t about 
sunset. 

United Sta tes and Great Brita in declared war on 
Japan·. · 

J apanese aircraft bombed Wake I sland but accom
plished very little damage . 

Navy Yard at Cavite, P.I., virtually destroyed by 
.. J apanese bombers; U.S . Marines evacua t ed. 

Guam cap tured by J apan~s e ; U.S. Marines put up a 
gallant fight. 

J apa nese ship s moved in and she lled Wake Island; 
t wo Marine C9rps fi gh t er planes bombed and str,q.f ed 
an enemy cruiser l eAving it ab l a ze from stem to 
s t ern ; same Planes a nd shore guns sank or damaged 
three additional vessels . La t er, 27 J ap bombers 
attacked Wake ; two bombers .shot down by figh t er 
_plane and · one by AA. 

30 J4panese bombers at t acked Wake IslRnd but r e
sistance from AA guns Rnd the thre e r emaining 
fighter plane s· prevent ed a singl e bomb h it on t he 
isla nd. 

·s e cond LiPutenAnt David M. Kli ewer, USMC, sank a 
J ap sub 12 mile s south of t 1TA.ke, bombing and strafing 
Wi t h his Wildca t~ 

United State s declar ed war on Germany and Italy. 

Olongapo, Phi l ipuine Islands, bombed causing some 
t a sualties in s ~oond Battalion, Fourth Marines. 

32 J ap bombers hit WRke Islanct. 

27 J ap bombe rs a tta cked Wake. 

41 Jap bombers hit Wake in first a ttack; R s e cond 
atta ck made that night . 
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Decembe r 16 - · 

Decembe r 18 

Decembe r 19 

De,cembe r 21 . 

De cember 22 

De cember 25 

December 27 

J a nuary 1 

J a nua r y 5 

J anuar y 6 

J anua ry 11 

J anuary 18 

1941 (Cont'd) 

J ap bombers ·a t t.acked Wake . , Johns ton I s l and shelled 
by enemy submarine . 

Sangl ey Point Air Station (near Cavite , Philippine 
I slands ) bombed ; 1~ MArine s killed . 

2 7 - J ap pombe r s h i t Wake. 
. I 

Sangl ey Point Air Sta ti on, Philippine I s l ands , 
bomped by J aps; 1-2 .Ma.:rine s of 1st Separ a t e Bat t ali on 
killed, and Ba tta lion move d to Marive l es, on Bat aan 
Pe nin_sula . · 

I • • • 

Merine De t achment, Olong1:1po, Phi.lippine I slands, 
di sbanded a nd personne l absorbed i nto Second 
Batt~lion, Fourth Marines . 

. By sea a nd air t he J aps over whelmed Wake Island's 
de f ender s , but the Marine s went down with guns 
flaming defi a~tly. 

Firs t Separ,q.te MPr i ne BAtta lion, moved from 
Ma r 1ve l e s t o Corregi dor; Philippine I sl ~nds. 

Fourth Marines mo~ed to Corregidor and took -0ver 
.bee.ch de f enses . 

First Separ r1. te MRrine - Ba t t a liQn on Correg.i dor became 
t he Th i r d Battalion , Fourth Mar ine s. 

Fourth M~r ines s ent mach i ne g~n· de t achrnents t o Fort 
Hughe s ( CRbello I sland ) and Fort Drum (El FrAile 

. IslR. nd ) . · 

Sneci a l deta chment from Fou r t h Mar ines or ganized R S 

a·gua rd f or Ge ner a l M,qcAr thur 1 s advance heRdquarter s 
on Ba t aan . -

-Second MAr i ne Br ig~de s ailed from San Di ego for 
SA mo a . · ·· · 

N8Val Air St ntion , Samoa , she lled by J ap vesse l. 

J 1;1.pane s e_ report ed 1, 235 Wake pri soner s arrived in 
Yokohama . 
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• 

January 22 

J anuary 23 

January 26 

J anua ry 28 

J anuary 24-30 

J anuc1 ry 30 

February 1 

February 9 

February 15 

FebruRry 20 

February 2 4; 

Februa ry 27-
:Mqrch 1 

Mp rch 3 

March 8 

M.qrch 10 

1942 (Cont'd) 

Japs l a nded on southwes t Bataan i n re Rr of American
Filip ino line a nd Naval Ba ttalion (Navy-Mar ine-Army 
personnel) mo.ved out to i ntercept. 

Austra lia reported Jap landings in New Brita in, New 
Guinea a nd .Solomons. 

Midway shelled by J apanese submarine . 

First Americ~n .Expeditionary Force of World WRr II. 
l anded in Northern Irel and. 

N~va l Ba tta lion and Filip ino scou t s wiped out J ap 
l anding force on· southwe st -Be.t aan;, rema i ning J aps 
committed suicide by jumping off the high cliff s , 

Battle of -Macassar Strait . 

A.~erican forces sent to Si erra Le~ne , near Dakar, 
Afric8.. 

U.S. carrier plane s r aided Marshall and Gilbert 
Isl!=lnds . 

Secre t a r y of the Navy r eported to Preside nt .Roos eve lt 
thqt 41,274 me n had enlisted in Marine Corps si nc e · 
Peqrl .HRr bor, giving R tota l strengt h of 98 ,074 and 
l a r ge numbe r si pf qp-o licRnts war ~ sti l l flOT.rJ ing into 
Mar ine Corp~ r ecruiting ste tions. ·· 

Pri me MinistAr Churchill announced f a ll of Si ngqpore . 

J aps invaded Bali~ 

U. S. CArrie r t qsk force rqided Wake and Marcus 
I s l a nd . 

Battle bf .J avR·.SeR . 12.~l l i ed warshi ps sunk qmong 
which was U!S . S. Housten ; one damaged . . - J ap losse s 
included 1 cruiser sunk. · · 

U. S. carri er plane s r:1.ided MR. rcus I s l 8.nd. 

FiDs t Prov i s i onP l MA.rine Brigade embarked a t Ice
land , r e t ur ni ng . to Navy jurisdiction. 

USMO a i rme1:-i,_· f to1;1 ... Mt~T!"a;y- in te rcept ed J ap bombers, 
sh qt down one and forced o t hers to turn back. 
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March 10 

- 'March 16 

March 17 

March -1 9 · 

March 23 

Ma rch 25 

¥,a-rch- 28 

April 8 

April 10 

Apri l 18 

April 25 

May 4 

May 6 

1942 (Cont'd) 

U ~ s. carrie r p l ane s r a i ded Lae ·and .~al amaua ~ N.ew 
Guinea . 

War Department a nnounced uni ts of· U. S. Army wer e 
in Austr:-a lia • 

. Gene·ral ·MacArthur a ssumed comma nd of United Nati ons 
forc es in Australia and Southwe st Pacific . U. S, 
he ld_ third dra ft lottery . 

-· . 

-· Pre sident Roosevelt' order ed regi s tra tion of Rll 
-~0 l e s be t1~!een :_45 a nd 64 on April 27 . 

Se cre t ~ry of the Navy announced tha t Marine _ba ee qt 
S?. nta Mar g?.ri t a· R9nCh would be named· CAmp Fendle ton 
in honor of _Ma jqr General J os eph H. Pendle t on, USMC . 
. . ~· . •. . 

·i s t Ma~in$ _Pr ovi s ional Br i gad~ ~frived in ~the U. S. 
from :i;:cela nd and di s embarkBd ;· · · 

. . 
t event h Def ense B~ttaliori (Re i nf ~rced ) m6ved to 
1\pia , I s l and of Up olu, Wes t er n S,qmoa ; New , Zea l and 
de f e rtse f orce r eported to bPtta l ion for t acticRl 
dut y - t he fir s t tiine in hi s t'ory thRt a New Zeal and 
fi ght_i ng force ceme under jurisdiction of a USMC 
commF1.nde r. 

American- Filipi no f orce s on BAt aan (approximate ly 
33 , 353) surrender ed to J apane s e i nc l uding approxi
mate l y 6 officer s a nd 71 enli s t ed men, USMC, who 
we r e s er vi ng wi t .h U. S. Ar my oh -Bit aa·n. - ,: 

. . 
-Third MAri ne Br i gade s ailed from Norfolk , · Virgi ni a 
for Samoq . 

. . . .. 

Tokyo bombed by Army B-25 "s, t qki ng o'ff .f r o"m U.s:s. 
Hor.ne t. Carri er Ent 8r Dri se provi ded fi ghter-p l ane 
cover to t qke-off point . · 

Amer.tc l:ln troops arrived in New Ca l edonia . 

Beginni ng of Cora l SeR Battle . Planes of Yorktown 
s ank a nd d~_m.g_ge d a numb er of Jqnanes e v:ess e l s -- in 
Tulagi Ha r bor. · · · · ' .. ·· · · 

Corregi dor surr ender ed ; ~ppr oxi ma t el y 17 off i cers 
a nd l, ~74 e nl is t ed men of t he Fourth Mari nes 
cap t ur ed . 
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. .. 

May 8 

May 11 

June 

June 3 

June 4 

June 6 

/ 

August 7 

August ·8 

August 9 

August 12 

August 17 

• 
1942 (Cont'd) 

Third Marine .Brigade arrived a t Samoa and took over 
defense of Upolu and Sava ii (New Zealand mandate) 
and Wallis (French.) 

End of Coral Sea Ba ttle. J aps lose two carriers 
and other ships. U.S. carr+er Lexington sunk. 

Mindan8o Island surrendered a nd J apanese claimed 
conquest of the Philippines complete. 

The First Marine Division arrived in New ZealRnd. 

First day of the Ba ttle of Midway. 

JapRnese a'ircraft· a ttacked Dutch Harbor, Ala.ska. 

U. S. aircraft carrier Yorktown sunk in Bat tle of 
Midway. 

J au Planes made a s e cond a ttack on Dutch Harbor, 
Ala ska. 

Last day of Battle of Midway. In this four-d4y 
battle the .J apanese lost four aircraft carri ers and 
other ships. 

The First Marine Division (Reinforced) l Qnded on 
Tulq,:gi, davutu, Florida , ~nd Guadalc~_n.111 IslR.nds, 
Solomons. 

First Mqrine Divi~ ion units l anded on Tanambogo 
Is l a nd, Solomon Islands. 

Batt l a of S::ivo Isla nd fought off Guada lca na l .' s nor-th 
shore ; Allie~ lost the U. S. cruisers Astoria, 
Quincy, c=tnd Vincennes and the Australian cruis er 
C~nberra . · 

First plane to l and on Henderson Fie ld, Guadalcanal 
. I 

wa s a U. S. Navy PBY, which evacua t ed two wounded men 

The Se cond Mar ine · R,9.i _<l.e r Batta lion 19.nded on Makin 
Island, G1ibert Group, just before dawn from the 
submRrine s Naut ilus and Ar gonaut, a'nd destroye d a 
seaplane ba s e , ·supply wa r ehouses and other insta l l a
tions a s well a s appro~imate ly 100 Japs before they 
wer e t a ken -off' the i ~l and ~ night. or; f!v (]· u 
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, 

Au,gust 18 

August 20 

August 21 

August 23 

August ··24 

August 25 

August 26 

August 29 

August 30 

September 3 

September 5 

September 7 

1942.(Cont 'd) 

Large commando forces raided Dieppe , Wranc~. 

First Marine Corps planes arrived a t Henderson 
Field, Guada lcanal - VMF-223 (Captain John L. Smith) 
and• VMSB-232 {Major R. C. Mangrum). 

In the Battle of the Tenaru River, MRrines killed 
871 J~ps while losing 28 killed and 7·2 wounded. 

Fir.st day ·of the Battle of the Eastern Solomons, 
in which. M;rri.pe Corps air att ack groups fro!Il Guadal
canal, ·planes of th~ Saratoga an~ ·Enternrise, and 
Army bombers sma·shed · a Japanese attempt to · reinfQrce · 
their troops on Guadalcanal. · 

' -. . •. • ·• • • • • • • t 

Mc1ri'.ne ·Corp·s Wildcat · f1gh·t ·er planes from Guadalcanal 
down-ed 24 .Jf3.pan·ese twin-engined bombers; Saratoga 
planes · bo!nbed ~. Jp.p ca.rrie .r, a cruiser and a des
troyer. : · · 

Last dA.y of the Battle of the Eastern Solomons; 
Ente rprise· dF.UI18.ged, but U. S. air and naval forces 
turned· back the - enemy air .and sea armada·. 

13 J~p Plf3.ne s shot down by Marine pilots in air 
battle over Guadalcanal. 

Captain Jphn L. Smith, USMC, shot down his 4th and 
5th · :e~emy planes, to becom.e . the fJ,rst "ACE'! in the 
history of the U. S. ·Marine Corns. He later ran 
his total number of planes shot~down to 19. 

. . . .. . . ' .. • 

14 .enemy planes shot down over Guadalcanal by 7 
Martne µilots with no losses to · our 6wn forces. 

The first SCAT ( USMO) plane landed at G~adaloanal. 

Japanese destroyer force bombarded Marines' position 
and the airfield on Guadalcanal. 

. . ' . . . 

Japs try· to reinforce Guadalcanal forces, J.ost 
heavily in troops and small boats; 46 Jap planes 
raided isJ.and. . 

September 13-].4 Battle of Bloody· Ridge on Guadalcanal
1 

iri which the 
Japs suffered heavy los ses; Japanese battleships 
bombarded Guadalcan~l. 

. ., 
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Septembe·r 15 

September 18 

October 2 

October 0 

October 5 

October 6-7 

October e · . 

October 10 

October 11-12 

October ·13 

October 14 

October 15 

October 16 . 

October 18 

• • 

. . 

U. s . . aircraft carrie·r Wasp sunk in south Pacific 
by enemy · submari~e t0rpedo, 

Seventh. Marines arrived on Guadalcanal as reinforce
ments~ · 

. ' 
Marines . from Samoa occupted Funafuti, Ellice · Islahds. 

Lt. Colonel Harold W. "Bauer, USMC·, shot down five 
Jap· fight_e.r p_lane s, near Guadalcanal. 

U. S. carrier planes raid.ed Ja.p bases in vicinity 
of Bougainville, ~olomon _I~lan~s , 

. . . 
More Jap reinforoements ·landed on Guadal9anal, 
pointing· :toward the _ battle for Henderson Field . . 

Navy pla~.e s ·. o.am·aged five Jap ships, destroyed eight 
planes north of Solomons. 

Japs landed._-addi tional reinforcements on Guadalcanal. 
.. . . . 

The Battle of Cape Eemerence, off Guada lcanal.· 
U. S. Naval forces balked Japanese att empt to land 
reinforcements -on GuadR.lca.nai, sank six T,.rarships 
and damaged oth~rs~ lbst 6ne destroyer and sufiered 
damage _to two cruisers. · 

.,.. c ,' n F o '"e, e d 
164th Infantry_, U.- s·. Army, ·-r-..alJ j~ Marines 
IHI~ !Sto~·- on Guadalcanal. 

Jap warship·s: shelted Guadalcanal and l e.nded rein-
forcements. · · 

Five Jap transuorts unloa ded fe~r,1 miles west of 
Marine position on Guadalcanal. 
Navy and Marine Corps planes attacked a Japane s e 
surface fo·rce north of Guada lcanal , damaging a 
cruiser, and scoring hits on three transports which 
were beached. J apanese sh-ips bombarded Henderson 
Field. 

Jap warship s she l led Henderson Fi e ld, Guadalcana l. 

U. S. plane s shot down 14 Jap bombers over Guadal
cana l; scored hi t s on three crui se r s and s eve ral 
ot he r ships in h~rbor on Bougainville I sland. 
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October 19 

October ·22-23 

October 24~26 

October 24 

October 25 

Octob~r . 26 

November 2 

November 4 

November 8 

Novembe r 10 

Novembe.r-11 

Novembe r 15 

~942 (Conttd) 

.U. s. wars.hips shelled Jap positions in northwest 
shore of Guadalcanal. 

Battle ·of the Matanikau Ri ver,· Guadalcanal ; Japs
suffered heavy casualtie s in tanks and men. 

Three Japanese night attacks against Henderson 
Field_ repulsed with heavy Jap losses~ 

British Eigpth Army began El-Alamein· drive •in Egypt . 

·capt·~1n ·Joseph J. Foss and thre e other me'moers of 
hLs squadron flew t heir F4F Wildcats off .t he muddy 
fighter .s.trip on Gua.daJ,.canp.l .and knocked d own 
seventee·n Zeros and five bombers. 

·Ba:t-tle i> o_f: s i n.ta Cr~z ·Islq. nd, Solomons; u. s, Carrie r 
Hornet sunk by ·Japanese aireraft. 

Mari.pee li:1,tincn a,q;ack . across Ma'.t;an.ikau River. Jape 
land eqst of Marine po~itions . . 

•Eighth Marine s arrived on Guadalcanal , Sol omon 
lslari~s. · · 
Second Marine. Raider Batta iion i ~nded at Aola, · 

·Guadaicanal , 

Alli~d forces ianded on the north -and west -coasts 
of Africa; six U.q. Mari nea were a s s i gned duty on 
HMS .Hartland, whose mis s ion was to cr~sh the boom 

.. and open the way into_ OrF.!-n Har bor, . and 24 _U.S. 
Marines went a shore at Arzew and ass isted in t aking 
over the -e;hips in the harbor:-. 

Jap beachhead east of .Marine position wi ped out 
.aft er 7-:-day fight. . Some Jape escape , 

Be.g i"rining of t he Ba ttle or" Guadalcanal' h e.role . sea
_a:1,r actiqn off G1,.tada lcanal. 1 s north shore. •· 

Capt .. Wm. E. Pavi s , USMC, and 5 Ma.ri nes , captured 
the town of -Mers-.e 1-Keb i.r, in North Afrj, ca _ • . 

End of t he Ba ttle of Guada,l canal ; in a t h r ee- day 
running naval ba.ttlA, the · J ans l qst t wo ba t t leships, 
six-- heavy crui ser s , t wo ligh t cruisers, s i x de s
t royers and t we l ve transuort s sunk , and t wo ba t t le
ships, one· crui ser and seven des troyers damaged , wh il( 
we lost t wo light crui sers and s even destroyer s . 
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November 19 

November 30 

December 4 

December 9 

J anua ry 4 

January 15 

J a nuary 23 

J anuary 29 

February 1 

February 9 

February 1 2 

February 15 

February 18 

February 20 

March 5-6 

• • 

1942 (Cont'd) 

Marines resumed their l and offensive to the wes t 
of the Matanikau River, Guadalcanal. , 

Battle of Lunga Point; U,S . S. North Hampton sunk 
off northwest coast of Guadalcanal. 

Seeond M~rine Raider Ba tta lion r e turned to Marine 
defense perimeter on Gua dalcanal after a month in 
jungle chasing J ap s. 

First Marine Division r elieved on Guadalcanal by 
Army troops re i nforced by units of the 2d MaPine 
Division. 

U. S. warships bombarded Munda , New Georgia. 

Capt a in Joe Foss shot down t h r ee enemy planes to 
bring his score to -26. 

Tripoli fell to British ·8th Army. 

U.S.S. Chicago sunk by ..tap aeri a.l torpedoes in 
Solomons. 

Voluntary· enli stments of men 18 to 37 in Navy and 
Marine Corps · t ermina t ed. 

,. 

Conquest ·of Guadalcanal completed. 

Colone l Little ton W. T. Walle r, USMCR, pr omoted to 
Brigadier General t o r Rnk from September 25 , 1942 -
_the first Mari ne Corps Reserve of fi cer to be pro
moted to General rank . 

Enro llment of .app l icants fo r the Marine Corps Women I s 
fte s erve began . 

U.S. surface force ~ombarded Attu, Aleuti4n _I 9 lands. 

U.S . Army and Mi::i.rine Corps unt t s · occupie d Rus se l l 
Islands, north of GuAdalcanal; no enemy r esistance . 

U.S. sur.fa ce forces bombarded Vila- Munda area,. 
Central So l omons. 



April 7 

April 22 

May 11 

May 12 

May 25 · 

June 11 

June 12 

June 21 

June 30 

July 1 

July 5 

July 6 

July 10 

July 11-12 

1943 (Cont 4d) 

lsi Lt. James E. Swett led his four-plane division 
in a daring f l ight over the Solomon Islands to in
t ercept 150 enemy bombers, in which he personally 
shot down seven enemy bombers. 

Funafu~i , • El lice Is l ands, ·raided by Jan planes. 

Attu, Aleut.ian ·Islantls, occupied by U.S,. Army troops. 

u~s. surfac~ force bombar ded Munda-Vila area, Cent~al 
Solomons~ : . . (. 

Act. of Congress approve·d wlJ,1ch Abolished the time~ 
honored office of ~he Adj~tant & Inspector ( estab
lished in -1798) and- formed the new Personnel De-
partment. . . . 

Al 11ed .troops captured island of Pante lleria, off 
Ital·y •· · 

l;ampedusa. J;s.land ( Italian) . . sur:rendered to Alli ed 
t r oops. 

Marine Raider units l~nded a t Segi Point, southeast 
corner of New Georgia Island, moved ncross the 
is-land and ·capt~red Viru Harbor sever.al days ln.te r. 

Occupation of New qeorgia Group began; U. S. Army 
and Marine Corps units l anded on Rendova and Vangunu 
Islands. 

V-12 ( Navy Colleg.e training ) progr am e stablished . 

First Marine Raider Battalion and Army troops under 
Colonel Harry B. Liversedge , USMC, l a nded at Rice 
Anchorage on the nor.th coast of New Georgia Island ; 
by July 11 this force haq killed a ll Japs on Enogai 
Point, while losing 47 killed and 78 wounded. 

U.S.S. He lena s4nk in F'irs t Ba ttle of Kula Gulf 
naval ae tidn vicinity of Kilombangara, So lomons : 

U.Si surface f~rc e bombarded Ki ska , Aleutians. 

Allie s invaded Sicily. 

U.S. · surface force bombarded Munda, N~w Georgia 
I s l and . 
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July 13 

July 17 

August 

August 6 -.. 

August 6-7 

August 13 

,/ -. 

August 15 

August 27 

_September; 3 

Sept ember 9 

September 14 

September 18 

Sept ember 23 
, 

Sept ember 25 

October 6 

Oc t ob er 6-7 

• 
1943 (Cont'd) 

Second Battle of Kula Gull. Three Allied cruisers 
damaged. · 

Marine TBF's and SBD's and an Army force of B-l7 1s 
and B~24's attacked airdromes and shipping in 
Cential Srilomons. 

U.S. Marines occupied Nanumea and Nukufe tau Islands, 
·Ell1ce ·Group. · 

-Munda airfield on New Georgia Island captured~ 

Battle of Vella .Gulf, ce·ntral Solomon Islands ;·· U.S. 
de-stroyere ·sank· three Japapese destroyers~ 

Major Richard M. Baker's Marine Fight er Squ&dron 
·b~ Corsairs landed o~Munda airtield. · 

U.S. Ar,my and Marine Corps units occupied Vella 
-~ave_lla -Island, New Ge0rgi~ ct-roup, · 

Arundel Island, in the Central Solomons occupied 
·b_y Allied ·tro_'ops. . •. 

,A.111 e s· invaded Italy. 

Allied· troopB landed at Salerno, Ita ly. . . .. . . 

Funafuti, Ellice Islands_, bombed by 15 Jap pl ane s. 
. . 

U.S. carrier aircraft bombed and strafed the Gilbert 
1818.nds. · . ·_ . . .. 

First Marine planes landed on newly-constructed air
field at· Barakoma , · Vella Lavella Isla nd-, So1omons . 

Entire· New-Georgia Islands se~ured by Allied troops. 

Alli ed troops occupied ~olombangara Island, Solomons. . . . . . 

U.S . de stroyers Chevalier, Selfrid~e , and 0 1Bannon 
atta c~ · a J ap _force of one light cruiser and ei ght 
de·stroyers south · of Choiseul IslR.nd , Southern 
Solomons; inflict coris ider abie · darnage , but Chevalier 
was to~pedoed an~ sunk. 

Lar ge carrier t a sk· force made t wo-day a ttFtck on Wake . 
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October 27 

October 28 

October 30 

Nov·embe r l 
. . 

November 2 

November 5 

"November 8 

Nov·ember: 11 
., 

N?v,~m~~r.· l.3 

November 20 

· November 23 

, . . 
November 24 

November 26 

De cember 10 

De cember 15 

• 

~ (Cont'd) 

. · Allied troops• occupied Mono and Stirling, in the 
Treasury Islands. 

:Par~arines l anded on we st coast of Choi-seul Island , 
Solomons, and raideo. Jap· bas~s, as a diversion for 
Bouga1nville ·operatio·n. · · · · ·. · ·· . _· · 

· · · Cho/ .se u f 
Paramarines r aided Sang1ga1, ·.Bin:i-~@2Aim1 s.3:le. Island.' . . ' . . 

'Third Marin~ Divisi9n ~and~4 at Empr~ss Augusta 
. · .. :. Bay, :. Bougainv111e·. · 

u.s ~- carrie~ planes bombed anq ~tr.afed Bµka~Bonis 
-a r ea. 

·u.s.· ·carrier planea attaoked Rabaul., New Britain.-

Army troop~ re1nforce_d U.S. Marine_s ip . Bo~gainv'ille. 
. . . . . . 

U.S. cavr1er an~ iand aircraft bo,mbed and strafed 
.- Rabaul·,· New Britain.· · ·. · · 

· Japanes~ ·bomb~rs raided Funafut~, Ellice Islands~ 
First Japanes~ _plane to be shot down by a MPrlne 
.night fighter. destroyed .near BQugainvill e , Solomons. 

.. . . . . . . 
Second Martne Piy1s1on landed o~ Ta r awa and Army ' s 
27th D_i vfsi_on J,.andeq. ·911 ·Makin,. Gilber't :rs.l ands • 
.. 

After fo_ur days of bloody fighting,· the Second 
M.nrine -D~vis1on -?ompl~ted the co_nqu~st of . Tara~a. 

. . 

Ba ttl_e of P_iv~ Forks, on Bougainv1i1e; Thi_rd Marine 
Divls1o~- inflicted heavy losses on .Jape · . . ·Marine · · 
SBD was f1~s~· alli~d plane to . land on Bouga1nville . 

Total · naval casua lties ( dead, wounded, mi ssing and 
prlsoners) _reported to next of kin from December 7, 
._19-~·i,, w~s. 31~768, which include~ 7 1.3) ... 0 USMC~ · · · · · 

:flanes of Majop _Rivers Morrell ls "Bulldog11 fi gl;ltl,.ng 
·souadron .' f1rst · to lanq. a t Torokina. Field, Bouga1nr-
v1lle·. · : · - · ·· · · ,:: 

. , 

Ma jor G~ne r a l Roy S. Ge i ger , USMC, turned over 
command on Bougainville t.o . the ):(IV Corps , :u.·s .• :· Army, 
a ft e r Ma r i ne s h~d t aken ~11 o6 j ective s • 

• 



December 15 

:December 17 

December 23 

Decemb er 25 

December 26 

December 27 

Decembe r 29 

December 30 

Decembe r 31 

January 1 

Januar y 3 

• • 
1943 (Cont'd) 

An Army assault t eam , spearheaded by Mr:i.rine Corps 
Buffalo and Alligator amphi b i an tractors, l anded 
a t Arawe, . New· Britain. 

First fighter sweep aga inst Rabaul by M~rine pilo ts , 
from the newly-completed Torokina a irs t rip on 
Bougainville . ,Thi s was the beginni ng of t he cam
paign ·to neutra lize the J apane s e s t ronghold . 

U.S. surface force bombarded Buka-Bonis Ar ea . 

B-24 bombers from Munda airfie l d and fi ght er s from 
Tor·okin~ a irs trip hit Rabaul, New Brita in l t he 
figh t er s , under Major Gregor y Boyingt on , USMC, 
dived i nto a fo r mation o_f 40 J apanese f igh t er 
pl~nes ; Scor e! 30 ·definit e ly destroyed and four 

·probably de stroyed ; three American p~ane~ lo s t • . 

U.S. car r i er a ircra ft bombed and strafed Kavi eng , 
New Ireland. 

First Mcu.0 1n1:: Divis ion, l anded a t Cape Gloucester, 
N'ew Br:L ta{11 , Ei.nd Long I s l Pnd in t he Vi tiaz Stra i ts , 
80 milei3 -Wf,s ·1; of t..!ane Gl oucester. 

- . . ' i 

U.S . ~ur-f a ce fo rce bombar de d eas t ern coa s t of 
Bougainvi l ~e . . 

Four s tr~ni J apa ne s e counter a ttack s agains t Ma r i nes 
on Cap ~ Glo_ucester , New Brita i n, r epulse_d . 

First Marine Divi s ion cap tured Cape Gl ouce·s.t~r· ai r
fi elds . Battle of Coff i n Corner, Cape Gl oucester, 
New Brita iri~ in whi ch Marine s killed hundr eds of 
J aps. · 

Strength of U. $ . Maripe Corps : 391, 620 (incl uding 
609 of ficers and 12 , 592 enlisted women. 

, 

Lieut enant Gene.r a l A. A. 'VA.ndegr.if t appointed 
Commandant of t he Marine Corps . Li eu t ~nant Gener a l 
Thoma s Holcomq re t i r ed as · Comrhahdant· of the U. s. 
Marine Corps with the r ank· of full gene r al, first 
Marine ever to hold th~t r ~~k. 

Ma jor Gregory Boyi ngton , usr:C, ·shot down hi s 26th 
enemy ·p l ane , t hen was r epo :?:" t ed mi ss i ng over Rabaul. 
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January 7 

January 12 

Janµary 13 

Janua ry 14 

January 17 

J anuary 24 

January 31 

February 

Febr"Uary 1 

February 3 

~ (Cont 1d) . 

First attack on Rabaul by Marine and Navy TBF 1 s and 
SBD I s from Munda airfield, Ne)'J Georgia.' 

The First Marine Division repulsed two Jap counter~ 
atte.cks on Cape Gloucester a-ir strips .. 

General MacArtpur 1 s Headquarters announced that 
First Division Marines had k1+1ed six Japs for every 
American ~illed or wounded since the landing on 

. December 26. . ·. . 

First Marine Division captured Hill 660, Cape 
Gloucester,. New Britain,. l,n bloody and bitter 

• ·f _i-g~ting. 

Mar1n·e SBD•·s· ancl TBF 1s· damaged a light cruiser, a 
destroyer, and .seven cargo _ships in Rahaul Harbor. 
1st Lt .. ·Robert Hanson bags 5: z·e.ros 111 -single scrRP 

. over Ra.baul.· . . 

Mari'ne SBD I s :;i_nd TBF' s r e:turned· to Rabaul Harbor and 
.. ·sank five Jap·ane se ce.rgo ships and damaged three. 

U.S. warships bomb.a.rded ·Kolombar-igar.a -Island,· Centra l 
. Solomons, · · 

. . 
Marine TBr's sank seven Jap cargo ships and da~aged 
two, in Rabaul _H~r~or. · . 

Amphibious Reconna issance Company of Fifth Amphibious 
Corps (now Amphibious Re~onnJ:lissance Ba ttalton of 
Fle et Marine Force -, ·Paoif~c), landed on Majuro, first 
pre-war Japanese t~r~~tory to fall to U.S. troops. 

. . 
Prior _to the main assault .on Roi and Namur -Islands, 
Kwajalein Atoll, U.S. Marine s l anded on five smalle r 
l. s~ets flanking Roi, rpee.ting with 11 t tle" opposition. 

Firs~ Defense _ Battalion, USMC, took over- defense of 
Majuro, Marshall Islands. 

Fourth Marine Division landed on Roi and Namur 
Islands, Kwa j alein Atoll, Marshall Islands. 

7th U. S. Army biv ision l anded on Kwa j al ein I s l and, 
Kwa jalein Atoll. 

1st Li eutenRnt Robert M. HRnson, USMC, r eported 
miss ing aft er downing 25 enemy planes , 20 of them 
in six conse cuti ve flying days. 

- 18-, . • • I 



February 4 

February 9 

F~bruary 14 

February 17 

February 18 

February 19 

February 22 

February 29 , 

March 6 

March 8 

March 15 

• ,; . r 

, 1944 (Cont"d) 

First U". S. photographic reconnaiss ance of Jap base 
at Truk--rnade· by Marine Corps. fli ers. 

Pacific Flee t Headaharters announced that organized 
resis.tan-ce had ended on Kwajalein Atoll, Marshalls, 
and- that captuFe and occupation of 20 islands of 
the atoll h~d been cornpleteq. 

New· ·Zealand ·troous and U.S. · Marines landed on ~he • 
Green Islands, South Pacific.. . . . 

Major ·R._ G~ · Owe-ns 1 "Fighting Qor.sair 11 (3a_uadr.on . 
left combat zone after shooting dow.n- 135_ JRP- planes, 
all time Marine squadron record. · 

. . . . 
22d· Marines and 106th Infantry, commanded by . 
Brigadi·er Gehe-ral -T • .-E r Watson, USMC, began ianding 
op ·Eniwetok Atoll, ~arshatls. 

U;S. ·Naval force~ attacked Truk. 
. . . . . 

22d Marines captured Engebi Island, Eniwetok·Atoll. 

·106th U.S. I pfantry and 3d Batta lion, 22d Marines 
landed on .EnUve tok Island:, __ Eniwe tok Atol],.. , . 

. - . 

Last· Jap air opposition to. All:ied bombing of 
Rabaul, · New Britain • . 

2td Marines landed on Parry Island, Eniwetok Atoll, 
and within four days the scattered remh~nts of the 
J-a.p ·ftar_rison had been wiped 01,1t. 

Army tro-op s began occupying : the :Adrnir.al ~y "Islands . . . ' . . .. 

Fir·st ·Marine Division . units _lan.ded on the. wes t 
side of Willaume~ Peninsula and adv~ntied Rcross the 
pen_insule. to Ta l a sea. · · · · · · · 

Japs launch ill~fa ted attempt to -drive Allies off 
Bougain':ille . · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · 

.. 
First ."Marine · Corp s -rnedium :bom.ber .(PBJ) souadr.on 
to strike the enemy on New Britain, attacked· Jap 
positions _ n~ar Rqbaul. .. ·. · · 

,, 

Ma jor:· Gen~:raJ. Ralph . J: . Mi tchf! ;l.1; USMC, turhed over 
Solomons Atr. _Command to Army after neutralizing· 
Rabaul. ·· 



March 20 

.March 21 

April 3 

.. May -.24 
.• .. . . .. . , . . 

. Jµn_~--- 6_- . 

June 14 

June 15 

June·· 24 · 

June 25 

June 26 

July 1 

July 8 

J u ly 14· 

' 
ill.1_ (Cont'd) 

The United States Sena te c onfirmed the app ointme nt 
of General Thomas Holcomb (retired) a s Ministe r to 
the Union of South Africa • 

. ~.S. ~ a ~ine raiders. ·lande~ on Emirau, st ~ Matth i as 
Islands. · 

U.S. -· M.qri-ne·s occl!,p1ed Ailinglapa lap ·· At0ll, Marshall 
·Isla nds~ . 

. . 
.. : Adm.iral Nimitz -announqed tn-a. t nin e, mor-e :a tolls 

~ . ;Mar-so.all ~~la nds had been cle ared of .. J aps-1· 

···1-.· JJ.S,. M£i.rine Corps. ra.1,der ',lnits .on St~ Ma-t t hia s· 
Islands relieved by the 147th ~nfqntry Regi ment, 

. u • _s .: _Army • . .- · : ~ · 
.. 

. ,~-.-- · At.-1'.ie~ l a ~dec;l ·in -Normandy,_ s s;ot·1·on- o.f. F-r ance-. 

•· . .. S~cond .a nd .·F.ou-_rth Ma,.rine Divi s ions l a nded on 
:· -. ~a ~p_a n ,I:s],an.d, . M.a:riana s Gr·oup r · . 

•:· :..:?4 ·Lt:. Bo;J.a n?-•-B, __ He ilman,. U-SMC-, = shot .. d bwn l a st 
·:·, .,.· ,;Tap __ pJan.~ -to .. cha llenge Allied c1. i rm en ·.1n· Rabaµi
.. · ' K=1.vieng a r e a ~ 

.:._..:.· ;·s~~o~~-Divi s io; MF.trin~~: fought 
• Tap_otchau 1.- :. .Sa i pan¾ : A.nd ·;blasted 

·· ' t he ir hidi ng p l a ce s . 
• • •, • -, I 

.. 
t heir way up Mt. 
t he J aps out of 

:. ·Admtral · .. Ni mitz .r.eve,4l e-d · thn:t e.nemy a ircraft ·1oe·s e s 
. - ' s1_nc.t;; ·. t he -b'e:gl l'}r\i'ng :Qf, -the,.',Mf.) ti·i Rn·as · ·oper ~t i on 
· · · tot a l ed about 750 p l anes . 

. :s e cionq. Ma~i -ne: D-iv,i s i on m6pp e·d ··up -M t ';, 'Tt=i.po-tchau\ ·· :. ·' 
:··. · Sa,ipa n, , ·,q_nq. est_;:, b l.ishe·d pos1 t i0n s • .nea•r :·. t he ;·summit. 
· '· 

_·. Se c ~nd·.Marine . Div ision· .c_,3-p·ture d hei ghts ove rlooking 
0-a r apa n · and·. ·Ta nap Fi:g- Harbor , · SA.-ip-an ·,. · ·-Hga ins-t f i erce 
r e·s i stance • . 

. . 
Aft ~r a. bitte r .2e~day ba ttle , t he conques t or· Sa i pRn 
was · v! rtua l:).y comp l e-t e.d. · · · · · · . · ' 

Navy revealed t hat u·. S ~ - Marines had occupie d Mani8.-
. gassa I s l and , t wo . m1L~•s -north of Mutcho Po i nt on 
· Saj: p!:j.n. · · . ·.- · 
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July 20 

July 21 

·. July .22 ·. 

Juiy 24 

July 25 

July 26 

July 2'7 

July 28 

July 29 

July 30 

July _31 

August · 4 . 

August 10 

August 11 

• 
~ (Cont'd) 

Third ·Marine DivisiQ.n and First Marine Provisiona l 
Brigade began landing on Guam , Marianas Islands. 

.Admiral -Nimitz' communique listed a new strike by 
Navy land-based bombers on the Bonin Island. 

Marines on Guam smashed two J ~p count erattacks. 

Affierican casualties for the first three days of the 
invasion of Guam were 348 k+ l led, 1500 wounded Rnd 
110 missing. 

Second and Fourth Marine bivisions landed on Tini an. 

Marine Corps and Army troqps gained control of the 
entire southern-half of Orote Peninsula, Guam. 

Marine Corps and Army troops complete the encircle
ment of ,Apra Harbor on Guam. 

U.S. Marines .advanced more than 3½ miles a long the 
west coast of Tinian. ' 

AdplirA.l Ni .mi tz announced that 21,036 J qpane se had 
been buried on Saipan. 

First U.S. planes began operating from .Orate air~ 
field on GuRm and u.s. shi9.s beg.qn using Apra Harbor. 

Admira l. Nimitz· announced that 6,206 J apanese had 
been killed a nd 775 civilians interned on Guam 
through July 30. 

Organized r esis t ance· ended on Tinian; in the ei ght
day campai gn, Second- and ·Fourth ME>.rine .Divisi.ons 
killed . 5,544 J Rps qnd ·cap tured. 400-' while losing 
190 killed, 1,515 wounded and 24 missing. 

' . ' 

•' 

first Marine Sqµ~drons · (Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing) 
landed a t Grote Field, ne~ly captured airfield on 
Guam . 

' . 

Tot3l u.s. casuAlties fo~ tne 21-day campaign on 
Guam totalled, 1,214 k1:i_led, · 5 ,-704 wounded . and . 329 
missing. · 

I ~ t · 

Vice AdmirRl Richard K; Turner announced the estab
lishment of his Pacific Fleet Amphib+ous Headquarters 
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August 11 

.A,uguet 29 

~ (Cont'd) 

on Saipan and said tha t his Headquart ers would be 
maintained there "until I can 1move further forward" . 

. During the inva sion of Southern France, the Marine 
detachments of two U.S. cruisers ·1a.nded op three 

.small islands near Marseille, France, captured Na~i 
1nstallat1ons and prevented de~olttions being used , 

Sep.tember 14· · First Marine Division l anded on Pe leliu Island, 
Palau .Group; captured the Peleliu airfield next day . 

September 16 SJ.st Army p1v1s1on l.anded on A.I'}ga~r Island, which 
. eliminated. the threat ot Jap ar~il.lery harr-9.ss_me nt 
of Ml'lr1nes ·on Pelel1u. 

September 17._·· · '" First _ Marin'e Division captured town of Asias, Pe l eliu , 
· Is).and., and tiny Ngarmokecl I s land, ofr··the southern 
· e·nd ·ot ·pe·l~iliu • . . 

September 20_· ·. ·· El~ments of tne· 8
1

1st Army Divi_sion 6ccup1e·d _the prin
.. .. · ci'pa l islands of Uli th1 Atoll in the 'Carolines. 

.. . . 
September 2~, · .. '.Admiral Nimitz announced that the 81st Army Division 

: which had conquered ne~rby Ang~ur Isl~nd had joined 
.. the Marines . on Pele liu. 

. . . 

· S~ptember 28 · First Marine Division units s ecuped Nge sebus Island 
. airstrip and. nearby Kong~uru I s l Rnd, in tne Pal au 
: ', Group.. , · · .. . . . 
' . . 

September 30 . American forces sepured Pe leliu; continued mopping 
· · · up opera ti ops. · · · 

October 2 

October? 

October 8 

October 20 

Admiral Ni mitz announcecl. tha.t 10, 15l J ap0.ne se had 
been killed a.nd 187 cctptured through September 30 in 
the fighting on Pel ellu ~nd Angaur Island which in
cluded 9,078 ~i~led on _Pel eliu and 1,075 on Angaur. 

It t;ras announced · tha t the· total enemy de.ad was 
10 , 083 on Pe l eliu a.nd 1.,128 on Angaur. 

81s t Army Division l anded on Gar a.kayo Island in the 
9outhern Pal au Group_"'." the tenth island of the Pa l .i:i.u 
Gr oup captured by Amer ~can force s . 

General Hodge 's U.S, Firs t Ar my t roops cap tured 
Aa c~en, fir s t major · G€ rman ·city, a ft er a 19~day se i ge 

Genera l Ml:l.cArthur ' ' s t roope l.Anded on Leyt e Isl e.nd , 
Phi l ippines. 


