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TADQUARTZRS U. S. MARINE CORPS
HISTORICAL DIVISION

CHRONOLOGY
of 3
WORLD WAR 11

Prepafed by Joel D.. Thacker, Higtorlan

This chronology, compiled from published material, includes
all importsnt dstes pertinent to the activities of the
United States Marine Corps in the present war. All dates

1933
30 Adolph Hitler became German Chancellor; Von Hinden-
burg relegated to the role of puppet President.
1934
Nazi putsch to overthrow Austrian Government of
Chancellor Dollfuss checkmated by Italian mobilizar
tion-at Brenner Pass.
1935 '
13 Plebiscite gave Saar Basin to Germany .
1936
Hitler's military forces took over Rhineland.
Spanish Civil War began (ended March 28, 1939).
27 Rome-Berlin Axis formed. | |
1037
Japan attacked China., Fourth Regiment, U. &.
Marine Corps, at Shanghai, reinforced by additional
U. 8. Marines,
: 1938 |
2-13 Hitler's legions-occupied Austria.
er Munich erisis, when Hitler demanded the Sudeten
9 area of Czecho—Slovakla.
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‘March 10-16
March 23

September 1

September 3

April 9
May 10
May 14
May 26
May 28

: June 4

june 10
June 17
~ June 21
June 27

July &
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September 3 . ...

September 27

October 15

1939

_ Hitler took over the remainder of Czecho-Slovakia.

Hitler aﬁhéxed Memel, Lithuania.

Germany marched. on Poland.

(3

;x.Stbength of Marine Corps: 1,434 officers and

18,271 enlisted men.
Britain and France declared war on Germany,

1940

'Germany 1nvaded Denmark and Norway .

Germany invaaed Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg.

Dutch army surrendered

| AngloﬁFrench trOOps began evacuation of Dunkerque.

King Leopold surrendered Belgian army

uunkerque evacuation complated;. 242 585 Brlt ish
and ‘French troops saved, but all eouinment lost.

Italy entered war as an ally of Germany.
Petaln -became Premier dff?raﬁoe,:askéd'fbr armistice.
Armistice signed between ¥rance and Germany.

Pregldent Roosevelt proclaimed a limited national
emergency.

;.Britain 1mmobilized large part of French fleet in
:Battle of Oran,’

Two-ocean Navy authorized.

President Roosevelt informed éoﬁgress U.S, had

traded 50 overage destroyers to Britain in exchange
for naval and ailr bases in New World.

Germany, Italy and Japan signed Triple Alllance.
Major General COmmandant issued Mobilization Orders

to all Marine Corps Reserve units to begin moblliza-
tion on November 1, 1940,

—2-

- -



Octqben 16

October 28

November 9

December 16

January 16

January é6
| March 11
March 12 -
March ;4
’March 17

-March’ 22
March 23

'Apfil‘G

O

April
April 18
May 1

May 27

. ": 2

1940 (Cont'd)

A1l U.S. men between ages of 21-35 registered for
Selective Service. witre

Italy invaded Greece.

_ 23 Battalions of Marine Corps Reserve completed

mobilization_andftook stations.

All Aviation sguadrons of Marine Corps Reserve
mobilized. at Reserve bases; Tast Coast.Scuadrons
at Quantico, and West Coast scuadrons at San Di=sgo;
squadrons were disbanded and personnel pooled with

. the: various operating Air Groups.

1941

A number of Provisiohal Companies organized at
Quantico for duty in British West Indies.

. U.8. Marines arrived at Argentia, Newfoundland... .

President Roosevelt signed Lend-lLease Act.

U.S. Marines arrived Jamalca, West Indies.

U.S. Marines arrived at Bermuda, 

U.S. Marines arrived at Antigua, British West Indies,

U.S8. Marines arrived at St. Lucia, British West
Indles, ‘ ;

U.8. Mapines arrived at Trinidad, British West
Indies.

Germany invaded Yugoslavia.
U.8. Marines landed in Greenland.

Yugoslavia army surrendered.

.. Marine Barracks, New River, N. C. established.

Pregident Roosevelt proclaimed unlimited national
emergency. Strength of USMC: 3,236 officers and
48,418 enlisted. men.




June 22
July 7
August 11

October.4

November 8

November
November
November

November

December
December

December

December

17

27

28

29

1941 (Cont'd)
Germany invaded Russia
First Marine Provieional Brigade salled for Iceland.
First Marine Provisional Brigade landed in Iceland
held defensive sector in Western Iceland until re-
lieved by U.S. Army, sarly in 1942.
President RooSevelt and Prime Minister Churchill
met at sea; eight-point "Atlantic Charter" pro-
mulgated.
UaS.‘Marines arrived at Georgetown,_BritiSh Guiana.

President Roosevelt anoroved the withdrawal of U.S.
Marines from China. g8 ;

Pregident Roosevelt conferred with Sanburo Kurusu,
head of Jap peace (?) mission to U.S.

Second Battalion, Fourth Marrnes, left Shanghal,
China, for Philipvines, on U.S.S, President Madlson.

First Battalion, Fourth Marines, .left Shanghail, .
China, for Philippines, on U.S.S, President Harrison.

Japanese closed Army office in U,S,

Second Battallon, Fourth Marines arrived at Olongapo,
Philippine Islands, from China.

First Battalion, Fourth Marines arrived at Olongapo,
Philippine TIslands, from China,

Japanese alrcraft attacked Pearl Harbor, Midway

ghelled by enemy surface force. Wake attacked by
enemy bombers, Guam and the Philippines attacked
by enemy aircraft. U.S. Marines (18 officers and
178 enlisted men) at Tientsin and Peiping, China,
interned by Javanese.:

Strength of U.S. Marine Corps: 70,425.

27 Jap bombers hit Wake Island 55 civilians killed
and many others wounded. -
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December

December

December

December

December
December

December
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1941 (Cont'd)

First Battalion, Fourth Marines moved from Qlongapo
to Mariveles, Philippine Islands.

Japanese surface forces appeared off Guam at about
sunset.

United States and Great Britain declared war on
Japan, :

Japanese alrcraft bombed Wake Island but accom-
plished very little damage.

Navy Yard at Cavite, P.I., virtually destroyed by
Japanesge bombers; U.S. Marines evacuated.

Guam captured by Japanese; U.S. Marines put up a
gallant fight.

Japanese ships moved in and shelled Wake Island;
two Marine Corps fighter planes bombed and strafed
an enemy crulser leaving it ablaze from stem to
stern; same planes and shore guns sank or damaged
three additional vessels. Later, 27 Jap bombers
attacked Wake; two bombers shot down by fighter

Pplane and one by AA,

30 Japanese bombers attacked Wake Island but re-
sistance from AA guns and the three remaining
fighter planes prevented a single bomb hit on the
island.

‘Second Lieutenant David M. Kliewer, USMC, sank a

Jap sub 12 miles south of Wake, bombing and strafing
with his Wildeat,

United States declared war on Germany and Italy.

Olongapo, Philipvine Islands, bombed causing some
casualties in S=cond Battalion, Fourth Marines,

32 Jap bombers hit Wake Island.

27 Jap bombers attacked Wake.

41 Jap bombers hit Wake in first attack; a second
attack made that night.
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December

December

December
December

December

December

16 -

18

1S
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22

25
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January 1

January ©

January 6

January 11

Januafy 18

1941 (Cont'd)

JapAbombers attacked Wake.. Johnston Island shelled
by enemy submarine.

Sanglay Point Alr Station (near Cavite, Philippine
Tslands) bombed; 12 Marines killed.

27. Jap bombers hit Wake.

- Sangley Point Air Station, Philipnine Islands,

bombed by Japs, 12 Marines of lst Separate Battalion
killed, and Battalion moved to Mariveles, on Bataan
Penlnsula

Marine Detachment, 01ongapo Philippine Ielands,
disbanded and personnpl absorbed into Second
Battalion, Fourth Marines.

By sea and air the Japs overwhelmed Wake Island's

defenders, but the Marines went down with guns
flaming defiantly,

First Separaxé Merine Battallon, moved from
Mariveles to Corregldor, Philippine Islands.

Fourth Marines moved to Corregidor and took over

beach defenses.

1942

First'Separate Marine.- Battalion on Corregidor became
the Third Battallion, Fourth Marines.

Fourth Marines sent machine gun' detachments to Fort
Hughes (Cabello Island) and Fort Drum (El Fralle

+ Island).

Special detachment from Fourth Marines organized as

a guard for General MacArthur's adVane huqdquarters
on Bataan.- ]

-Becond Mqrinp Brigade salled from San Diego for

Samoa.
Naval Air Station, Samoa, shé&élled by Jap vessel.

Japanesa'reported 1,235 Wake prisoners arrived in
Yokohama.
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1942 (Cont'd)
January 22 Japs landed on southwest Bataan in rear of American-
Filipino line and Naval Battalion (Navy-Marine—Army
personnel) moved out to intercept.

Jenuary 23 Australia reported Jap landings in New Britain, New
Guines and .Solomons. igh S

January 26 Midway shelled by_Japanese submarine.

First American Expeditionary Force of World War IT.
landed in Northern Ireland.

January 28 Naval Battalion and Filipino scouts wiped out Jap
landing force on southwest Bataan; remaining Japs
committed suicide by jumping off the high cliffs,

January 24-30 Battle of Macassar Strait.

January 30 American forces sent to Sierra Leone, near Dakar,
Africa.

February 1 U.S. carrier planes raided Marshsll and Gilbert
Islands. 8 A1

February 9 Secretary of the Navy reported to President .Roosevelt

that 41,274 men had enlisted in Marine Corps since
Pearl Harbor, glving » total strength of 98,074 and
large numbers of =pvlicants were still flowing into
Marine Corps recrulting stations, *

February 195 Prime Minister Churchill announced fall of Singqporé,

rebruary 20 Jape invaded Bali. bl

February 24 U. 8. carrier task force raided Wake and Marcus
Island.

February 27— Battle of Java-Sea. 12'Allied warshlips sunk among

March 1. which was U.S.S. Houston; one damaged. .  Jap losses
included 1 cruiser sunk. AN

Merch & U. S8. carrier planes raided Marcus Island,

March 8 First Provisional Marine Brigade embarked at Ice-
y land, returning. to Navy Jjurisdiction, '

March 10 UsHC airmeq;from;Midway intercepted Jap bombers,
shot down one and forced others to turn back.
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1942 (Cont'd)

U.S. carrier planes raided Lae and Salamaua, New
Guinea. ,

War Department announced units of U. S. Army were

in Australia.

‘General MacArthur assumed command of United Nations

forcea in Australia and Southwest Pacific. U. S,

“held third draft lottery.

i'President Roogevelt ordered registration of all
~ males between 45 and 64 on April 27.

Secretary of the Navy announced that Marine bese at

‘Santa Margarita Ranch would be named Camp Pendleton

in honor of Major General Joseph H, Pendleton, USMC.

1st Marine Provisional Brigade arrived in -the (L) S

from Iceland and diqembark@d

. Seventh Defense ‘Battalion (Reinférced) movad to

Apia, Island of Upolu; Western Samoa; New,Zealand
defenee force reported to battalion for tactical

. duty - the first time in history that a New Zealand

fighting force ceme under jurisdiction of a USMC

Acomm?nder

American~?11ipino forces on Bataan (approximately
33,363) surrendered to Japanese including approxi-
mately 6 officers and 71 enlisted men, USMC who

were serving with U, S. Army onh Bataan. PR

‘Third Merine Brigade sailed from Norfolk, Viréihia

for Samoa.

Tokyo bombed by Army B-25's, taking off from U. S S
Hornet, Carrler Enterorise provided fighter-plane
cover to take-off point,.

Amerlcan troops arrived in New Caledonia.

Beginning of Coral Sea Battle, Planes of York town
sank and damaged a number of Jabanese vessels in o
Tulagi Harbor. o

Corregidor surrendered; approximately 17 officers
and 1,474 enlisted men of the Fourth Marines
ﬂptured
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1942 (Cont'd) |

May 8 ' Third Marine Brigade arrived at Samoa and took over
defense of Upolu and Savaili (New Zealand mandate)
and Wallis (French.)

End of Coral Sea Battle. Japs lose two carriers
and other ships. U.S. carrier Lexington sunk.

May 11 Mindanao Island surrendered and Japanesé clalmed
; conguest of the Philippines complete.

June : The First Marine Division arrived in New Zealand.

June 3 First day of the Battle of Mldway.

Japanese alrcraft attacked Dutch Harbor, Alaska.

June 4 U. 8. aircraft carrier Yorktown sunk in Battle of
Midway. ; . :
Jap planes made a second attack on Dutch Harbor,
Alaska. : : .

June 6 Last day of Battle of Midway, In this four-day

battle the Japanese lost four alrcraft carriers and
other ships. :

August 7 The First Marine Division (Reinforced) landed on
Tulagl, Gavutu, Florida, =nd Guadalcanal Islands,
Solomons. 4 ket il

August ‘8 First Marine Division units landed on Tanambogo

Island, Solomon Islands.

August 9 ~ Battle of Savo Island fought off Guadalcanalls north
shore; Allies lost the U, S. crulsers Astoria,
Quincy, and Vincennes and the Australian crulser
Canberra. ' :

pugust 12 First plane to land on Hendevson Field, Guadalcanal,
was a U. 8. Navy PBY, which evacuated two wounded men

August 17 The Second Marine Ralder Battalion landed on Makin
Island, Gilbert Group, Jjust before dawn from the
submarines Nautilus and Argonaut, and destroyed a
seaplane base, supply warehouses and other installa-
tions as well as approximately 100 Japs before they
were taken off the 1lsland wews night, ofHog /¢
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1942 (Cont'd)
August 18 Large commando forces raided Dieppe, France.

August 20 First Marine Corps planes arrived at Henderson
Field, Guadalcanal - VMF-223 (Captain John L. Smith)
and. VMSB-232 (Major R. C. Mangrum).

August 21 In the Battle of the Tenaru River, Marines killed
- 871 Japs while losing 28 killed and 72 wounded.

August 23 First day of the Battle of the Eastern Solomons,
in which M:rine Corps ailr attack groups from Guadal-
canal, planes of the Saratoga and- Enterprise, and
Army bombers smashed a Japanese attempt to relnforce-r
thelr troops on Guadalcanal.

August 24 Marine Corps Wildcat fighter planes from Guadalcanal
' downed 24 Japanese twin—-englned bombers; Saratoga
planes bombed a Jap carrier, a cruiser and a des—
troyer.

August 25 ‘Last day of the Battle of the Eastern Solomons;
Enterprise damaged, but U. S. alr and naval forces
turned bnck the enemy air and sea armada.

Augﬁst 26 13 Jap Dlanes shot down by Marine pilots 1n air
battle over Guadalcanal

August 29 Captain John L, Smith, USMC shot down his 4th and
‘ oth-enemy planes, to become the, first "ACE" in the
history of the U. S. Marine Corps. He later ran
his total number of planes shot down to 19

9

August 30 l4 enemy planes shot down over Guadalcanal by ?

. " Marine pillots with no losses to our own forces.
September 3 The first SCAT (USKC) plane landed at Guadalcanal.
September 5 Japanese destroyer force bombarded Marines‘ position

and the airfield on Guadalcanal,

September 7 Japs try to reinforce Guadalcanal forces, lost
heavily in troops and small boats; 46 Jap planes
ralded island.

September 15-14 Battle of Bloody Ridge on Guadaleanal, in which the

Japs suffered heavy losses; Japanese battleships
bombarded Guadalcanal.

A0
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September 15

September 18

October

October
October
October
Octoosr

October

October

Octobér
October

October

October

October

10
Fi=12

‘13

14

15

16
18

..1942 (Cont'a)
U. S;-aircraft”oarrier Wasp sunk in south Pacific
by enemy submarine torpedo, ‘

Seventh Marines arrived on Guadalcanal as reinforce-
ments.

Marines from Samoa occupied Funafuti,.Ellice'Islahds.
Lt Colonel Harold W. Bauer, USMC, shot down five
Jap: fighter olanes, near Guadalcanal

U. S. carrier planes raided Jap bases in viecinity
of Bougainvilie Solomon Islands

More Jap reinforoemsnts landed on Guadalcanal,
Dointing tOWard the battle for Henderson Field.

Navy planet.damaged five Jap ships, destroyed eight
planes north of Solomons. .

Japs lahdsd-additional reinforcements on Guadalcanal.

The Battle of Cape Egperence, off Guadalcanal.

U. S. Naval forces balked Japanese attempt to land
reinforcements .on Guadalcanal, sank six warships
and damaged others; lost one destroyer and suffered
damage to two cruisers. ' :
rev'nforced

164th Infsntry, U. 8. Army, redtesmse—a Marines

PesEment On Guadalcanal.

Jap warshins shelled Guadalcanal and landed rein-
forcements.

Five Jap transvorts unloaded few miles west of
Marine position on Guadalcanal.

Navy and Marine Corps planes attacked a Japanese
surface force north of Guadalcanal, damaging a
crulser, and scoring hits on three transports which
were beached, Japanese ships bombarded Henderson
Field.

Jap warships shelled Henderson Field, Guadalcanal,
U. 8. planes ghot down 14 Jap bombers over Guadgl-
canal; scored hits on three cruisers and severgl
other ships in harbor on Bougainville Islang,
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October 22-23

October

October

October

October‘
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November

November

November

November

November

24-26
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1942 (Cont'd)

U. §. warships shelled Jap positions'in northwest
shore of Guadalcanal.

Battle of the Matanikau River, Guadalcanal; Japs
suffered heavy casualties in tanks and men.

Three Japanese night attacks against Henderson
Field repulsed with heavy Jap losses,

British Eighth Army began Elfhlameih‘drive'in Egypt.

Captaln Joseph J. Foss and three other mempers of
his squadron flew their F4F Wildcats off .the muddy
fighter strip on Guadalcanal and knocked down
gseventeen Zeros and flve bombers.

'Béffleﬁoﬁ S&nta Cruz-Island, Solomonsj U. S, Carrier

Hornet sunk by Japanese aircraft.

Marines launch éttack,acrose Matanikau River. Japs

land east of Marine positions.. . s

Eighth Marines arrived on Guadalcanal, Solomen
Islands., ;
Second Marine Ralder Battalion landed at Aola,:
‘Guadalcanal,

Allied forces 1énded on the north-snd west coasts
of Africa; six U.S. Marines were assigned duty on
HMS Hartland, whose mission was to crash the boom

~and open the way into Oran Hsrbor, and 24 U.S.
"Marines went ashore at Arzew and assisted in taking

over the shlps in the harbor.

Jap beachlicad east of Marine position wiped out
after 7-day fight, BSome Japs escape,

Beglrning of the Battle of Guadalcanal, heroic sea~
alr aetion off Guadalcanal's north shore. - A +

Capt. "m. E. Davis, USMC, and § Marines, captured
the town of Mers-el-Kebir, in North Africa..

End of the Battle of Guadalcanal; in a three-day s
running naval battle, the Javs lost two battleships,
glx heavy crulsers, two light crulsers, gix des—
troyers and twelve transvorts sunk, and two battle-
ships, one crulser and seven destroyers damaged, whilc
we lost two light cruisers and seven destroyers.
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November 19
November 30

December 4

December 9

January 4

January 156

January 23

January 29
February 1

. February 9

February 12

February 195

February 18

February 20

March 5-6

. . -
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1942 (Cont'd)

Marines resumed their land offensive to the west ‘
of the Matanikau River, Guadalcanal. | L

Battle of Lunga Point; U.S5.5, North Hampton sunk
off northwest coast of Guadalcanal. _
|

Seeond Marine Raider Battalion returned to Marine
defense perimeter on Guadalcanal after a month in
Jungle chasing Japs.

First Marine Division relieved on Guadalcanal by
Army troops reinforced by units of the 2d Marine
Division.

1943

U. S. warships bombarded Munda, New Georgia. .

Captain Joe Foss shot down three enemy planes to
bring his score to-26.

fpdnoli fall to Bfitish 8th Army.

U.S.8. Chicago sunk by Jap aerial torpedoes in

~ Solomons.

Voluntary enlistments of men 18 to 37 in Navy and
Marine Corps terminated.

Conquesf'of Guadalcanal completed.

Colonel Littleton W. T. Waller, USMCR, promoted to
Brigadier General to rank from September 25, 1942 -
the first Marine Corps Reserve officer to be pro-—
moted to General rank.

Enrollment of applicants for the Marine Corps Women's
Reserve began.

U.S. surface force bombarded Attu, Aleutian Iglands.

U.S. Army and Marine Corps units occupied Russell
Islands, north of Guadaleanal; no enemy resistance.

U.S. surface forces bombarded Vila- Wunda area,
Central Solomons,

wil G
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April 7

April 22
May 11
May 12

May 25

June 11
June 12

June 21
June &0
July 1

July 9

July 6

July 10
July 11-12

1943 (Conttd)

lst Lt. James E. Swett led his four-plane division
in a daring flight over the Solomon Islands to in-—
tercept 150 enemy bombers, in which he personally
shot down seven enemy bombers,

Funafuti, Ellice Islands, raided by Jan planes.
Attu, Aleutiagn Islagnds, occupied by U.S, Army troops.

U.S. surface force bombarded Munda-Vila area, Central
Solomons. ' it

Act of Congress approved which abolished the time-
honored office of the Adjutant & Inspector (estab-
lished in 1798) and formed the new Personnel De-
partment. S . ‘ ' :

Allied troops captured 1s¢and of Pan+e leria,.off
Ttalys e : !

Lampedusa.lsland (Italian) surrendersd to Allied
troops.

Marine Ralder units landed at Segl Point, southeast
corner of New Georgla Island, moved across the
igland and captured Viru Harbor several days later.

Occupation of New Georgia Group began; U.S. Army

and Marine Corps units landed on Rendova and Vangunu
Islands,

V=12 (Navy College training) program established;
Pirst Marine Ralder Battalion and Army troops under
Colonel Harry B. Liversedge, USMC, landed at Rice
Anchorage on the north coast of New Georgia Island;
by July 11 this force hed killed all Jans on Enogail
Point, while losing 47 killed and 78 wounded.

U.8.8. Helena sunk in Pirst Bettle of Kula Gulf,
naval action | vicinity of Kilombangara, Solomons.

es surface force bombarded Kieka, Aleutlans.
Allles invaded Sicily.

U.S. surface force bombarded Munda, New Georgia
Island.

S A
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1943 (Cont'd)

July 13 Second Battle of Kula Gulf. Three Allied crulsers
damaged. : : :
July 1% 'Marine TBF's and SBD's and an Army force of B—l?'

and B-24's attacked alrdromes and shiooing in
Central Solomons.

August K U. S Marines occupied Nanumea and Nukufetau Islands,
Elllce GTOuD.‘ ;

August 6. -Munda airfield on New Georgia Island captured

August 6-7 Battle of Vella .Gulf, Central Solomon Islands, = U.S.

degtroyers sank three Japanese destroyers.

August 13 'Major Richard M. Baken's Merine Fighter Squadron
of Gorsairs landed on - Munda airfield

August 15 U.S. Army and Marine Corps units occupied Vella
-Lavella:Island New Georgis Gvoup

"August 27 . Arundel Island, in the Gentral Solomons ocoupied
by Allied trooos.

September: 3 Allies-invaded Italy.
september 9 Allied troops landed at Salerno, Italy.
geptember 14  Funafutl, Ellice Islands, bombed by 15 Jap DlaneS-

September 18 Uisen carriler aircraft bombed and strafed the Gllbert
: £ Tslands.

geptember 23 First Marine planes landed on newly-constructed air-
: field at Barakoma,: Vells lavella Island, Solomons.

geptember 25 Entire New - Georgia Islands secured by Allied trooos
October 6 Allied troons occupied Kolombangara Island, Solomons.,

U.s, destroyers hevalier Selfridge, and O'Bannon
attack a Jap force of one light cruiser and eight
destroyers south:of Choiseul Island, Southern
Solomons; inflict considerable damage but Chevalier
wasg torpedoed and sunk.

october 6-7 Large carrier task force made two-day attack on Wake.
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October 27
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~ November
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. Bougainville operation. -

1943 (Cont'd)

"Allied troops occupied Mono and Stirling, in the

Treasury Islands.

faramarlnes landed on west coast of Choiseul Tsland,
Ssolomons, @nd raided Jap bases, as a dlversion for

Cho:l.seu-/' {
Paramarines raided‘Sangigai,vﬁa&gabnvﬁi&e_Island.

'Third Marine Division landed at Empress Augusta
. Bay,. Bougainville.

- U.S.-carrier planes bombed and_stréfed'BukéwBonis
area. i A

.'U.8! ‘carrier planes attacked Rabaul, New Britailn.

Army troops feinforpeg U.S. Marines in Bougalnville.

U.S. carrier and land alrcraft bombed and strafed

- Rabaul, New Britain.

~ Japanese bombérs raided Funafuti, Ellice Islands.

First Japanese plane to be shot down by a M=rine
night fighter, destroyed near Bougainville, Solomors.

.Second Mérine Division landed on Tarawa and Army's
j'z?th Division landed on Makin, Gllbert Islands.

After four days of bloody fighting, the Second
Marine Divislon completed the conqueet of TaraWa.

Battle of Piva Forks, on Bougainville; Third Marine
Division inflicted heavy losses on Japs.. Marine
8BD was first allied plane to land on Bougalnville.

Total naval casualties (dead, wounded, missing and
prisoners) reported to next of kin from December 7,

194k, was 31,768, which included 7,310 USMC,

Planes of Major Rivers Morrell's "Bulldog" fighting
sigﬁdron-ﬂirst'to land at Torokina Fleld, Bougain-
ville, i R S { ; ALre7 R

MajJor General Roy S. Geiger, USMC, turned over
command on Bougainville to: the XIV Corps, U.S. Army,
after Marines had taken all objectives.

16
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1943 (Cont'd)

December 15 An Army assault team, spearheaded by Marine Corps
i Buffalo and Alligator amphibian tractors, landed
at Arawe, New Brltain. :

December 17 - First fighter sweep agalnst Rabaul by Marine pilots,
: from the newly-completed Torokina alrstrlp on
Bougainville. .Thie was the beginning of the cam-—
palgn to neutralize the Japanese stronghold.

December 23 U.S._surféce force bombarded Buka-Bonls Area.

B-24 bombers from Munda airfield and fighters from
Torokina aiprstrip hit Rabaul, New Britalin; the
fighters, under Major Gregory Boyington, UsMC,
dived into a formation of 40 Japanese fighter
planes; Score: 30 definitely destroyed and four
‘probably destroyed; three American planes lost.

December 25 U.S. carrier aircraft bombed and strafed Kavieng,
: New Ireland.

December 26 First Marine Division, landed at Cape Gloucester,
New Briigin, and Long Island in the Vitiaz Stralts,
80 miles wesyu of Cape Gloucester, :

December 27 U.S. surface force bombarded eastern coast of
Bougainvillie. . 3 . .
December 29 Four strong Japanese counterattacks agalnst Marines

on Cape Gloucester, New Britaln, repulsed.

December 30 Firsﬁ_Marine Division captured Cape Gloucester air-
fields. Battle of Coffin Corner, Cape Gloucester,
New Britain, in which Marines killed hundreds of

Japs. 3
pDecember 31 Strength of.U[S. Mérine Corps: 391,620 (1ncluding
' 609 officers and 12,592 enlisted women.

January 1 Lieutenant General A. A.Vvandégfift apﬁdinted

Commandant of the Marine Corps. Lieutenant General
Thomas Holcomb retired as Commandant of the U. 8.
Marine Corps with the rank of full general, first
Marine ever to hold that rank. ] ;

Major Gregory Boyington; UsSkiC, "shot down his 28th

January o : ;
: enemy plane, then was reported missing over Rabaul.
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January 7 First attack on Rabaul by Marine and Navy TBF's and
SBD's from Munda airfield, New Georgla.

January 12 The First Marine Division repulsed two Jap counters
attacks on Cape Gloucester air strips.

January 13 General MacArthur's Headquarters announced that
First Division Marines had killed six Japs for every
American killed or wounded since the landing on

.December 26.

January 14 Firet Marine Division captured Hill 660, Cape
~ Gloucester, New Britain, in bloody and bitter ]
Tighting. -

Marine SBD's znd TBF's damaged a light cruiser, a

destroyer, and seven cargo ships ln Rabaul Harbor.
" lst Lt. Robert Harson bags 5 Zeros in -single scrap
over Rabaul.

January 17 Marine SBD's and TBF's returned to Rabaul Harbor and

e sank five Japanese cargo ships and damaged three.

January 24 U.S. warships bombarded Kolombangara Island Central
.Solomons. ; /

Marine TBF's sank seven Jap cargo shins and aamaged
two, in Rabaul Harbor. - l .

January 31 Amphiblous Reconnalssance Company of Fifth Amphiblous
Corps (now Amphibious Reconnaissance Battalion of
Fleet Marine Force, Pacific), landed on Majuro, first
pre-war Japanese terr;tory to fall to U.S. troops.

Prior to the main assault on Roi and Namur Islands,
Kwajalein Atoll, U.8. Marines landed on five smaller
lslets flanking Roi, meeting with little oppositlon,

February Firstg Defense Battalion, USMC, took over defenge of
Majuro Marshall Islands.

February 1 Fourth Marine Division landed on Rol and Namur
: Islands, Kwajalein Atoll, Marshall Islands.

7th U. S. Army D1Vision landed on Kwajalein Island,
Kwajalein Atoll,

February 3 lst Lieutenant Robert M. Hanson, UBMC, reported
missing after downing 25 enemy planes, 20 of them
in six consecutive flying days.
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February 4 First U.S. photographic reconnaissance of Jap base
at Truk.made by Marine Corps. fliers.

February 9 Pacific Fleet Headguarters announced that organized
resiatance had ended on Kwajalein Atoll, Marshsalls,
“and- that capture and occupation of 20 islands of
the atoll had been completed,

February 14 New Zealand ‘troops and U.S. Marines landed on the
Green Islands, South Pacific...

Major R. G. Owens' "Fighting Corsair! souadron ;
left combat zone after shooting down 155 Jap. planes,
all time Marine sguadron record.

February 17 22d Marines and 106th Infantry, commanded by . .
' ' Brigadier Genersl T. E. Watson, USMC, began landing
on‘Eniwetok Atoll, Mnrshalls.

U. 8. Naval forces attacked Truk. :
February 18 22d Marines captured Engebi Island Eniwetok Atoll.

February 19 106th 1 S Infantry and 3d Battalion, 224 Marines
: landed on Eniwetok Island, Enlwetok Atoll. .

Last Jap alr opposition to- Allied oomoing of
Rabaul, New Britain. . j

February 22 224 Marines landed on Parry Island, Eniwetok Atoll,
and within four days the scattered remhants of the

Jap garrieon had been wiped out.
February 29 Army troops began occuoving the Admiralty Islands

March 6 First Marine Division units landed on the .wegt
; side of Willaumez Peninsula and advnnced ncross the
peninsula to Talasea.

March 8 Japs launch 11l-fated attempt to-drive Allles off
BougeinV1lle.

March 15 Flret Marine’ Corps medium bomber (FBJ) squadron
to strike the enemy on New Britain, attacked Jap
poeitions near Rabaul

s Jont BeRtnd) Ratph - Tu- Wi soHsAL, VST, Thvhed over

Solomons Alr Command to Army after neutralizing
Rabaul. }
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March 20

:March L
April 3

May. .24

June. €

June 14

June 15
‘June 24
June 25

June 26

July 1

July 8

' July 14

%Second Division Marlnes foucht thcir way up Mt.

1944 (Cont'd)

The United 8tates Senate confirmed the'appbintment
of General Thomgs Holcomb (retired) as Minister to

- the Union of SOuth Africa,

-,U S. Marine raiders. landed on Emirau, S5t Matthias

Islands.

U. S Mprines occupied Allinglapalap Atell, Marshall
Islands.

;:'Admiral Nimitz announced that nine more atolls
- Marshall Islands had been cleared of Japs.

4 -U.8.. Marine Corps ralder units.on 5t. Matthias

Islands relieved by the 147th Infantry Regiment,

0= Army. | . &
'u'Allles lpnded in Normandy section of France

- .Second and Fourth Marine Divisions landed on
Saipan Island, Marianas Group.

-« 24 -Lt. Roland.B, Heilman, USMC,:shot down last®
b -Jap plane to. challenge Allied Airmen in’ Rabaul-
Kavieng area.

Tepotchau, :.Balpan; - and’ blasted the Japs out of

‘their hiding ‘places.

‘l,Admiral Ninitz revealed tnat enemy alrcraft losses
- since the .beginning ;of thé Marianas operation
/ totaled aoout ?50 olanes

'}Second Marine Dimision mopped up. Mt Tapotchau, °

Saipan,.‘and estpblishad positiond near-the summlt.

. Second Marine Division captured heights overlooking

Garapan' and. Tanapag Harbor, Salpan, ‘against fierce
r881stance.,

After a. bitter 25~d9y bqttle, the conguest of" Saivan

was' virtually comnleted.

Navy revealed that U 5 Marines had O"OUDlPd Manie*

. gassa Island, two. mlles novth of Vutcho Point on
-Salpan, - : ‘

' D0



o - ‘
» § ¥
o 5

1944 (Cont'td)

July 20 Third ‘Marine Division and First Marine Provisional
Brigade began landing on Guam, Marianas Islands,

July 21 Admiral Nimitz' communique listed a new strike by
NaVy land-based bombers on the Bonin Islangd.

Marines on Guam smashed two J-p counterattacks,

- July 22 - American sasuaities for the first three days of the
invasion of Guam were 348 killed, 1500 wounded and
110 missing.

July 24 Second and Fourth Marine Divisions landed on Tinian.

July 250 Marine Corps snd Army troqps gained control of the
entire southern-half of Orote Peninsula, Guam.

July 26 ‘ Marine Corps and Army troops complete the encircle-
ment of Apra Harbor on Guam.

July 27 U.S. Marines .advanced more than 3% miles along the
; west coast of Tinian.

July 28 Admiral Nimitz announced that 21,036 Japanese had
o been burlied on Salpan,

July 29 First U.8, planes bsgan operating from Orote air-
field on Guem and U. shlos began using Apra Harbor,

July 30 Admiral Nimltz' announced that 6,206 Japanese had
been killed and 775 civilians 1nternsd on Guam

through July 30.

July 31 Organized resigtance ended on Tinian; in the eight-
day campalgn, Sec¢ond. and Fourth Merine Divi ions
killed 5,544 Japs and captured 400, while losing
190 killed l 515 wounded and 24 missing

pugust 4. First Marine Squadrons (Fourth Marine Alpcraft Wing)
landed at Orote Field nswly captured alrfield on
Guam, _ :
August 10 Totél-U.S. casualties foP the zl-day campsign oﬁ:
, Guam totalled 1,214 killed, 5,704 wounded.and. 329
missing.
august 11 Vice Admiral Rlchard K. Turnsr aﬁnouncsd the estab-

lishment of his Pacific Fleet Amphibious Headouarters
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August 11

August 29
' September
September
September

. September

September
- September
September
October 2
October 7
October 8

October 20

14

16

EOﬂ

26
28
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on SaipanAand said that his Headquarters would be
maintained there "until I can move further forward”,

.During the invasion of Southern France, the Marine

detachments of two U.S. crulsers landed on thres

emall isglands near Marseille, France, captured Nazi

installations and prevented demolitions being used,

First Marine Division landed on Peleliu Island,
Palau.Group; captured the Peleliu airfield next day.

 8lst Army Division landed on Angaur Island, which
~eliminated the threat of Jap artillery harrascment
- of Marines on Peleliu.

”First Marine Division captured town of Asias, Peleliu
- Igland, and tiny Ngarmoked Island off the southern
~ end ‘of Peleliu.

Eléments of the 8lst Army Divis;onIOGGupiéa‘the ﬁrin-
"eipal islands of Ulithl Atoll in the Carolines.

_ Admiral Nimitz announced that the 8lst Army Division
“which had concuered nearby Angaur Island had jolned
. the Marines on Peleliu,

'First Marine Divislon units secured Ngésebus'lsland

alretrip and nearby Kongauru Island, in the Palau

‘QiGroup.

Americen forces secured ‘Pelellu; continued mopping

wiip operations : Al ¥ L LN A,

Admiral Nimitz announced that 10,181 Japanese had
been killed and 187 captured through September 30 in
the fighting on Peleliu =and Angaur Islsnd which in-
cluded 9,078 killed on Peleliu and 1,075 on Angaur,

It was énnounced'fhat thé'ﬁotai énemy deadIWag
10,083 on Peleliu and 1,128 on Angaur,

8lst Army Division landed on Garakayo Island in the
Southern Palau Group-the tenth island of the Prlau
Group captured by Amerlcan forces.

General Hodge's U.S, First Army troops captured
Aachen, first major German city, after a 19-day 69183

General MacArthur g troops landed on Leyte Island,
Philippines.
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