
IN REFLYING ADDRESS 

THE MAJOR GENERAL COMMANDANT 

AND REFER TO No. 

,7..!:J-/b--'fo~ 
AO-275-jg 

From: 
To: 

Subject: 

Enclosure: 

HEADQUARTERS U .S. MARINE CORPS 
WASHINGTON 

2 January, 1941. 

The Major General Commandant. 
All Commanding Officers (except units of 
the Fleet Marine Force and detachments 
afloat). 

Naval Attache, Berlin, ~ermany, report, 
Serial R-653, dated 29 November, 1940, 
on the subject, 11Germany - Intelligence, 
Counter Espionage. 11 

1 (copy of subject report). 

1. There is forwarded herewith for your in
formation, and those of the Intelligence Officers 
within your command, a copy of the subject report 
which it is believed will be of interest and probable 
use. 

J 

T. HOLCOMB. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - - - -

APPFi.OVED FOR l.rIMEO: 

( J _2{i ,(A)·1A~) 
ea~· 

-



Serial: R-653 Dat ed: 29 November, 1940. 

From: Naval Attache At: Berlin, Germany . 

Subject: GERMANY Intelli~ence; Gener al Counter-Espi~nage 

B R I E F 

Tra nslation from Germa n Air Fo rce Manual of chapter on es
pionage a nd counter- e spionage . Instructions comp rehensive, and i n
d i cative of German espionage methods . 

--o-
There i s f o r waraea h e re with a translation of the chapter on 

espionage and co unter- espi onage extracted from t he German Air Fo rce 
Ma nual , p r epar ea by Col onel Ts cho eltsch, a Division Chief in the 
Air Ministry . The e xc Arpt i s r egar~ed as of inte r es t to the Depart
ment for compari so n with ins tructions current in the U. S. Na vy, 
f or indicat i on or the instructions i s sued to the Germa n Air Force 
(for wh i ch , i n p a ss i ng , t he ob serva tion c a n bP. made tha t they appear 
t o b e u ~usuall y clo a ely obsnrve d b y a ll hands) , ana , f i nally, as an 
indi ca t ion of t h P obvious dire c ti v os ana me thods p rP s cribed for Ger
man intelligenc e agent s ( s i nce f o r t h is purpose they n Ged onl y to 
b e appliea in r Pv Pr s ~ . 

- 0-

ESPIONAGE 

1. The Fo r 0 i g n Int Plli~enc A Services s trive tirel essly, 
a l so during the w8 r, t o lPa rn Pve rythin~ pertairiing t o our mi lita ry 
organiza tio n . Ge r m8 ny ls co v Pr Pa by R n e t o f agA nt s who uhder · the 
dire c t i o n o f f o r e i gn intelli~R nc e s Prvlce s a r e d e t a l l e a to t hP p e r-

. f orma nc e o f esp i o n~ge a ss i gnmen t s ~cco ralng to a comp r AhPnsivP p lan. 
Until n ow the f o r e i g n intelligP nC P servic es h a v P a l w~y s mq n a~ea to 
f ind , u n fo r t una t ely , Ge r man citizAn s who throu gh cuplalty or s t u
p i d ity aelivRr m~tPri al to th 0 m. 

2 . WhPr eas f ormPrl y in Ge rma ny tra itors c ould not b e 
b r ou ght t o r espon s i b il i t y f or th~lr a ne a s i n a deserving ma nne r, 
a n d h e nc e e spiona FP a nd betr~yal o f c ountry we r P no t f a t a l , our 
Fuhre r Adolf Hitl Pr has now e f f ACt Pd a c ompl 0 t e c han g e . Thq Go v Arn
mAnt in it s l egal p r omulgati on s has j o ined with othPr c ountries who 
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already invariably punishP.<'l trn;:ison by rl.PA.th (LB.w of Aoril 24 , 1 934). 

3 . The foreign intelligence services anc'l their a~ents 
are intereste<'l in everything which aris es in the serv ice of the 
soldier. The Rgents attempt to nr ocure data on the s t ate of our 
training , on our armament , our equipment , our combat nrinciples, 
war organization, on the spirit 4mong the t r ooos , strength of unit s 
names of superiors, an<'l on the lif e 6f t he soldiers off duty . 
Especial valuA is a tta ched ~i foreign int elli~~nce services to the 
procurement of orc'lers and secrPt or~ Pr s , of service r egulA.tions 
Rnd specifications , a na of arawing3 and ske tches of a l l kinas. 

4. Agents in the Ampl oy of forP.ign intP.lligP. nCP services 
they <'lon 1 t ne~a to bP. foreigners, unfortunat Aly there a l so Germ~n 
citizens - appear externally innocuous- qnc'l, of course , a lway s in 
those placns where troops a r e s t a tion°d That they h~ve b 0en espec
iall y assigned to cover t hP ne w Air Faren requirPs no 0mphasis . 
The soldier must always b e on guarc'l against them . 

5 . The agents of forei gn intelli~ence services like to 
appr oach under the guise of a n old- tiwe solc'lier , or of an ol d 
vetera n in the Nntional Social ist movement . They se ek to make the 
acquaintance of the young sol dier in ca r es where they invite him 
to a glass of bePr to souna h im out . They like to tell how it was 
in the old ,le.ys whe n they we r e in service o r in the Worlc'l. ''var anc'l 
then t hey want to know how it is toRc'ly . Therefore be suspicious 
and ca1·e ful r Pg1:1.r<"'ling all invi t-,:-i tions anc conversation s of this 
kind . Once the acqua intance has b e~n j oinPa , the ~ge nts then at
t empt to r nessurP the solc'lia r b y asking him to l end a milita ry book 
to r ead . G0 nerRlly thPy wRnt one which c gn b e bought in a ny store 
- it must, of course , anpP~r as hRrml Pss ~s poss iblP. Have they 
gotten so f a r with the solc'lier thRt h 0 fn Pls s~fP , then thPy appear 
with oth:-> r r Pqur-> s ts : Servic~ orc'lP.rs , sPrvice l r> a fl C"ts , s P. rvice 
r egulations a na thA spec ificatio ns , or sprvicn <'lrRwings Rnc'l ske tch
es a r e c'lesir-ed 11 ss R_ matter of' ~nt~r -=-s t 11

• ThP.y ev-.,, n unc'l er some 
circumst~ncPs offAr money for them. 

6 . To c'le livr->r Agents is not thP a ffair of a solc'liAr . 
The sol<'li e r is no criminal officiql . Whq t has to t ake pl ~ce in 
eve ry espionage case i s prcs cribP<'l by thA cognizant service author
ities . Therefore it i s neces sAry t hat the sol <'lie r repor t at once 
t o his superior evPry c~se of espio nage . Also AVPry suspicious 
case i s to bP rPpo rtea , Wha t in a e t ~il is to be none to ct elivAr 
and appr ehend th~ ag Ant of foreign intPlli~Pnce servicns will be 
t old the soldier by his superior. Th 0 solc'lier must preserve the 
strictest s il ence i n eve r y case - even towara his comrades . A 
successful campaign aga ins t the foreign intelligence se rvice s can 
be we.gea only when the solaier ctoes his auty ,'3.ncl r epo rts immed i 
ately to his superi o r ever y suspicious case . 
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7 . There a re agente of foreign intell i gence se r vices every
whe r e . Th ey wor k a ccording to a Qefinite plan . If t hey have secur
ed t he ir v i ctim, if the so l di er has a ccepted ~oney from them , t hey 
b ecome extort i oners. They threat en with r e~ort s to the Company Com
mander , if t he s ol d ier do e s not br ing t he mRteria l whi ch they re
qui r e fo r t heir ch i efs . The agent now has the sol di e r in h i s hand , 
h e can do with h i m what he Dleases . He saueezes t he sol di er like a 
l emon - when no more is to be extract ed f i om him , then an anonymou s 
pos tcard r eport9 him to hi s Company Commander . Theft - Desertion -
For e i gn Legion - Suic ic.e , t ha t uer ha-os i s the ce.r eer of a soldier 
who has f a l l en i nto t he hands oi age~ts . No sol dier has be come 
rich t hrough treason ! Nona has es caueG h i s debt s through betra yal 
of his country ! Mor e likely he has wound up i n prison or been sen
tenced to dea t h - tha t should be noted by all tho s e who , fo bl ishl y 
i nillebt , b elieve t hat t hey can get out of t heir f i nancial di ff icul 
t i e s by bet rayal of their c ount r y . He who i s in need of mone y · 
shou l d confide i n h is a uper i or who can hel p him i n every case ( Note 
On the pr es ent2tion of e n i nnocent f i nancial emergency , assistance 
can be r endered in t he f orm of suuport money advance , l oan , or em-

. - ' er gency contr i bution. I nfo~mation can be obtained from the f i nance 
officer .) . But don 1 t t urn to t he ~gent of f or e i gn i nt ell i gence ser 
vi ces who has no ~er sonel intere s t whatever in the soldier and who 
only we..nt s to get- informat ion i n the c:1E: c1.pest way . 

8. The sold i er should be awar e of one thing : every li t t le 
de t ail of hi s service ~s i mport2nt to fore i gn i n t el ligence ser vi ces . 
I t , wi t h t housands of other - r eport s , is fi t t 2d i nto a mosaic p i c
ture by the cent r 2l of[ice s iil t l1e fo r e i gn countri e. s , a picture 
whi ch shows ~11 tna t is wan t ed . For t h is r sason utmo st care i~ de
manded i n all conversations about service aff 2ir s . Don 1 t t alk a
bout the servi ce in public ; i n t raff ic vehicles ( tra ins, streetcars , 
busses , t axis, airplanes ) or in ,ublic , 1a ces (thea ters , movies, 
i nns, etc . ). Don't t a l k about the servicE in t he ce nteens or barb
e r shops of your own bar r a cks . AJwa ys r emember : The enemy list ens 
in ! 

9 . Be sus?icious about f ormer a cqua i nt a nce s and fri ends . 
Bet t er to have one time too mu ch caut i on t ha~ ·one time too little . 
3 e a l so suspicious towar d your own f Emily . Never writ e t hat which 
you a lreE1dy <ion I t da.r e to spee.k ! Espa ci 2. l l y in l etter s in the 
fi el d mail service . Divorce yourself from. a certa in sel f - i mport-
2nce . Especially aviators must be abl e to contr ol themselves . How 
does it concern t he world what has haooened to you in your service? 
Take to heart in all circums t ences th~- old war principle whi ch has 
]?roved it self &. million- fol d : 11 Endur e, :)erser vere , Shut Up ! 11 

(Au shalt en - Durchhalten - Ma.ul h2lte n!) . 

10 . I n the r eal m of the Air Force t her e i s c:. fund2..rnent £.l 
prohibition against photogr aphing . Govern your self a ccordingly ~ 
Don I t ·'.)ho tograph secretly . You never know to whom the developer 
of your film may g ive print s . I f ot hers viol a t e this prohibition, 
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the y are t o be arrested , if they sre n0t soldi er s . I f they ar e sol
die~s , their indent ity i s t o be es t 2bli shed fr om the i r troop - or 
ser vice cert i f i ca t e , and t hey a r e t o be r epor t ed . Such a r eport i s 
i n the i nterest of the s afety of your country , ther e a r e no other 
cons i dera tion . 

11 . Fema le agent s a l s o wor k f or t h e f ore i gn int ell i genc e 
s er vi ce s . They a r e esoe cia lly to be war ned against , s ince t hey 
ar e as s i gned to cove r se r vi ce ra tings and s?ecial i s t s who by vir
t ue of spe c i al t r a ini ng know more tha n others . Al s o h er e ever y 
suspi6i ous case i s to be r epor t ed i mmed i e t ely to your superior. 

12 . I n the r eal m of the armed forc e s t h er e are employed t o
dey num~rou s c i v i lia ns . Also t h ese are cover ed by t h e for e i gn in
t ell i gence s erv ices, a l so among t h em can a h el per ' s-hel per be f ound 
Take car e , a l so, in conta cts wi th clerical per s onnel of e ll ki nds, 
with k i tchen p er s onne l , char women , c i vilia n l abor e r s , e tc . Lik e
wi se t a.ke care i n cont a c t s •with civi lia ns who he ve de.ily e.cces s 
bar r a cks : baker y boys , newspaper boys, canteen Em:9loyees , barber s , 
tt c . Nev er t a l k to these peonl e about ser vice a f f air s which do no t 
c oncer n them . The soldie r - i s- ne ver safe f r om ag ents ~ 

13 . The honor abl e s old i c~ , who lives a ccordi ng t o the obli
gat i ons of h i s coth t o thE col ors , ,,r i ll s ca.r ccly be come a be tra.y
ing fo ol . On t he ot he r hand , h e dor s ~ot have to t ol er a t e such in 
hi s pr esenc e and corr espondi ngl y hs will r eport without s cruple ev
e r y suspec t t o his su·:::>F.: ::.'ior2 . So mc.ny breve sol die r s had to giye 
the i r lives i n the Worl d W~r bEcause des ert ers had bet r ayed the sit
u ati on on ou:c s i de . I n t he Air Foi-'ce , 1.1owever , even i n pee. ce time 
t reason ca n hev e serious c onsequences . Therefor e : Eye s Open 
Mouth Shut l 

1 4 . Sol diers who betray t h e i r country ere t r ied unde r t he 
l aw age.inst t r eason of Apr il 24 , 1 9 34 . Accordi ng t o t h i s l aw they 
may be sent ensed t o : 

( a ) Deat h , for b f treyal of s t at e secre t s . 
(b ) H~r d l abor or deat h , fo r obt aini ng a s t a t e 

secre t with t he i nte nt of betra ya l . 
(c) Pr i son , f or ent ering into contact with a f or e i gner 

fo r t ~e transmi s s i on of a sta te se cre t to be jeopardi zed . 
(d ) Fi nes , for mak i ng pho t ogr ephs without per mi ssion 

i n off i c i ally r est r ict ed Er ea s or put ting them in t o cir
culat ion . 

15. For t r i a l of ca ses of treason t her e exi sts a communal 
court consi sting of five members . It s findi ngs ar e f i nal . 
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16 . Classified as state secrets are all writings, dr awi ngs , 
f&ct s , ~nd inf ormation , the pr eservation of which as secrets from 
foreign governments i s necessary for the welfare of the Reich i n 
the interest of na tional defense . Therefore, t ake care in handl ing 
a ll written matter, circulars , and orders which are i nt ended only 
for s ervice use . Even a Co iilp2,ny or de r - oF- t he - day enjoys the pro
tection of the l aw . 

' ' 17 . In simil e r manner , all ac t s of sabo t age or all sabo~age 
a.ttem:Jts a r e puni shabl e , r egc1.r d l ess of whe r e they a re undertake n . 
Here again, hard labor or death is to b e anticipated as penalty if 
anything wha t ever is attempted against the secu~ity of the Ger man 
Reich . Every sabotage a tt empt i s t o be reported immedi a t ely . Fail 
ure t o r eport can be punished by de ~th . 

18 . The upright , honorable soldier comba ts treason not from 
fe ar of the l BW , but from the inne r conviction that there is no 
P l a ce in Germany for the tr a l tor . Tra itor s uut tl1emsel ve s by t he i r 
a ct of treaAon out s i de the community . They mus t t 2ke the consequen
ces . Every sol di er i s call ed upon, wherever he performs his duty, 
to combat treBs on and sabot ege vigorous ly and without relent . 
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