
TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

' • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Director of Aviation DATE: 14 Apr 1953 

G-2 Branch, Division of Aviation 

Evasion Principles for Marine aviation, recommend
ation for 

1. It is recommended that the attached letter go 
forwa rd for the Commandant's signature so as to 
make available to Marine aviation the basic prin
ciples of evasion. 

2. The heavy air losses in the Korean campaign 
as well as greater potential in this regard should 
hostilities expand have made the field of evasion 
particularly i mportant. 

3. The G-2 Branch compiled the necessary factors 
involved and is presently distributing this brochure 
to the mobile air intelligence school for training 
purposes and as a handout. Wider distribution will 
be effected in complying with the above recommenda
tion . 

4. Air intelligence units of the Navy have seen 
this brochure and have requested copies for use as 
the basis for naval evasion training. 

~f~ 
WILLIAM G. REDEL 
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• 
INTRODUCTION 

Thi. s brochure i s a c c;::rr.tlG.tion of ba sic evasion f actors 
tha t a re b elieved to b 9 s te.:c.:L.:: c.: roU:."ld t !'le wc::-:._a, r egardless 
of t he hos til e or ur.i.frie j::i.d ly a r E.:a :;..n which :tv'...arine fli ght 
personne l . may find the1Y1s elves downed . This is offer ed a s a 
sta ndardizat j_on of genera l evas ion principl es and not as a 
d e t.2.i l ed -,vc rk.., I t ·,...,j 11 yla.c c b i2for c f l i.E:,ht p e rsonneJ. t he 
si:rr.l)l e e l Gr11 e:1ts c f s \ ·2.:; -'_s··_; s·:i L'..S -1:.0 offC:J .r· s ome i dea of what 
-'3.ct ::.. on shciu1d b 2 ·t:n.h:E .. ~1. ·1.:i-1.:G . .::; ::- c,<-~,:io::L ci:rctmistances. It will 
b e up to the i nj_t j_:1tivE:: of i".i.,.t, r::·..; pGrs onnel to apply thas e 
bas ::..c s to the par ticular 2.ret·. in w: 1tch th(:_,y oper a t e , adding 
the peculia r n ecessiti e s of the. loe;c.18 to mak e th8ir evasion 
effort successful o 
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WhY EVADE? 

Successful evas i on i s not accident a l! It is the r esult 
of ca r ef ul planning and thorough phyE",ical and mental con
d i t i oning . The ri~ors of evas i on, th~ hiding, the waiting, 
the endur ing of the disagreec.~bJ.E', may s c~cw unbearabl E: but 
fr eedom is a. privil ege 2..no. 1:rnrth r ( t a ining ! You've fought 
f or itl Now kcE:p it ! 

As a pr i s oner of t ho Comniunis ts you los e your fr eedom -
and you rray never r egain iti The Communi st handles his 
p:;_1 i:s o:::1.8:".' s i n his O',m way - you may nevo ~ ev en b s r eported as 
a pris cn Lr or heard of again. 

REMEMBER, t he l ast war ended mor E: than seven year s ago -

AND 

Thcr r. a~e still ~vcr 200 ,000 formE:r J apansse Army POWs' 
held by the Communists; 

Ther e a r c still up t o 400,000 German POWs 1 held by them; 

And, ther e a :i:'t: many othc r nationaliti es, former allies 
of the Communi sts in World \ /c,r I I, held in C::immunist prison .--.r. 
camps . 

You cannot count upon the G~n eva Convention f0r pro
t ection. The en emy ha s not subscribed to thes e pr ovisions 
in 0ither wore: ~r deed. Wors e: trea tment and met hods may 
be expected in the f uture . Ll..fc i s cheap to the Communist 
and his incarc er ati on m&thod s a r c deadly. Abus e , brutality, 
phy s ical , m~ntal and spiritual torture a r c common. 

Communis t pri s on camps are i nferior in standard as: 

Food i s po('r 
Medica l ca r E inado~ua t e 
Di s eases a r e pr eva l ent 
Mail is liwitc.d or non-existent 

So f ace the f a cts! Ni n e out of t Gn who walk away 
from a crash bEhind enemy lin es hav e thG opportunity of 
evad ing . Those who hav ~ tra i ned themselves t o evade will 
get out. You can be one of thes e l 

1 RESTR:rGT~D 
SE0l,:,TIJ.CI_ INFORMATION 
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1. Eva s ion t echnique is deveJ.oped by training based on 
evasion and sur vival exper:.e 1.(~e a:iJ inf:Jrma tion. 

2 o E98P your dog t ags and i den t i f:;_ c&t ion on your person at 
all t j_((1os to avoi d bein6 lc:.te~eci ;,~PL_ t1 , You can make your 
cl oth~ng as n on--descri:;it 2.s pos~ :L";-) l e w:ie:,, e.-v=1.c!.ing but don tt 
i n~uJ.ge i n d~a~at i ~s of spy or rah ~t age ef forts . Your job 
i s tc, t:Yad e captL:re by t h e e1:-rn;y and get baci.;:! 

3, DE'l'Z1U,UJ\JA T :~G::\i 2.:oc. t l18 WILL TO EVADE must be within you! 

l+. I'H1s~·c ;'. L :Tl'T.?Cl,Sti I S A PRI .t-'ili NECESSITY - but you don 't 
have t o ·;')e a. Ct,a :-l es Atl as to be i n good physica l condition. 

5. Be alert to opportunitiesJ You are not defeated until 
you ar2 ~n the POW camp - and even then there are more 
cha nces ahead of you~ 

6 . There are resistance rrovements in the enemy 1 8 homeland 
and h i s s atellite Deisfr_·: J0 I s I a s well - but · don I t count on 
tl:).em , They will he"lp -ynu i f they can but you must plan on 
taki.:ig yourself t o f r F.: e•}cm ., If you are aided by su ch 
eleI:,snts keep t heir pl a c"!e3 and identities a secret - even tci 
otD8T resis t anc e e:emen~s a l ong the line ~ AnQ don't divulge 
i&.1.f orm.s. ~i on of t hi s sort t o your oi;.m countrymen when you 
get bacl': ot h ·: r thun to t r ... ose authoriz ed to reques t and 
utili ze such inf orma ti0n~ 

7. Remember, n eutra l countries repa tria t e esca pers but 
int E:. rn evaders! 

HOW YOU bHOUID ACT WHILE EVADING: 

1. BE r esourc E:.ful and utilize all opportunit i es to your 
advantage . 

2. Be a s incons picuous a s pos s i ble . 

3. Take on indigenous mannerisms . 

l+ . Avoi d a ppearing f urtive , 

5. Avoi d meeting peopl e f a ce to f ac e if poss ible. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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6. Disguise of uniform should b 0 thorough BUT - retain your 
dog t a gs and identification under all conditions. 

7. Don 1 t act "American" by: 

Chewing gum - whi stling modern tunes - smoking 
U.S. cigarettes - wasting tobacco publicly -
using profanity freely - walking with your hands 
in your pockets - weg.ring jewelry and wa tches -
wearing brown shoes. 

8. Talk a s litt l e as possible. 

9. Don't hitch-hike . 

10. If n ecessary t o frequent public restaurant s 1 emula te 
the locals and don't waste food or act too military. 

11. Be wary of children - t h ey &r e curious and talkative. 

FRE•-EVASJON CONS IDERATIONS: 
-·-•-►-.. • ·· .... - ~--,,., · · -

Y.!'";! :,,,:.~_Jy t o evade - be r eady t o s pend the night . behind 
t he e.r. -:~j G~; ; s L~Des l 

Y.n~w Fi rst Aido I t may save your - or another' s life . 

GOING DOWN I N HOO TILE _'J'_}~RITORY : 

WHERE? 

1. Rescue point - if exi st i ng and ava ilable 

2. Fr i endly area (guerril l as ) - i f exi s t ent 

3 . I s~l ated ar ea 

BAIL OUT OR IAND THE. AIRCRAFT? 

1 . BOMBERS - Belly l anding advant ageous -
Crews maintained as a uni t -
Evasion anu survi va l gear ava ilable 

2. FI GHTERS or ATTACK A/C - Bail out or bel ly 
l and , dependi ng on the situation 

3 RESTRICTED 
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PARACHUTING : Keep your feet and l egs te>gether 

1. I f you are going into forest or jungle, keep 
your arms across your ches t , hands over the 
f ace - don I t look dmm approaching the tree 
t ops 

2. Ret a in parachute i f poss ible or conceal it to 
throw off pursuers 

I F YOU' VE BELLY IANDED: (And have time !!!) 

1. Retrieve parachute , evasion and surviva l gear 

2. Destroy a/c and classified roat eriels 

3. Avoi d leaving a tra il as to your direction of 
exit 

THE F I RF; T HOUR I S MOST IMPORTANT - THE FIRST 15 MINUTES MOST 

c:1 ~':'Ii~ .. \ \: 

;{()'.r:t:i H.;: .. r a and f a ~t at f irst if possible - conceal your-
self anc1 avoid conta~t ., 

Night trav el i s b~s t. 

Avoid unnecessa r y movement and noise. 

Avoi d outstanding 12..ndmarks, l on e rocks , trees, etc. 

Avoi d silhouetting yourself at:;ainst sky-lin es. 

Use shade., and camouflage with l eaves or mud. 

Use inc id ents to your advant age - distracting gunfire , 

fog, ha ze, wind , r a in, dar!muss, etc. 

Travel through t all grass should be done only when wind 

is blowing. 

Road crossings shoul d be made r apidly in shadows, near 
bends. 
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Follow furr ows in pl owed f i el ds, don 't cros s t hem. 

Bod i es of wat er shoul d be negoti ated a t night. 

Avoi d wsll-tr avelled roa0.s, po. ths, obvi ous military 
points, pr omontori es or r idg es . 

At ni 6ht , cl ose ey~s t o l i ght bursts f r om gunfire, 
f l o.r es, etc . , and MOVE OUT whil e th<; en emy i s s till blinded J 

Don't carry keys, money , etc., so thc:y wi l l "chink" a s 
you move ! ~c1pe your dog tags in advance ago. i nst "chi nkin g". 

Avoid disturbing animal s or bil~a s. But, if you do di s
turb the:m, r Gmain undE:r cov8r awhile .. 

CON'T'ACTING Un)J.GENOUS OR LOCAL PERSONNE L: 

l o App:i."'Oach cld .... r 1y persons - a l one - far mers or poorly 
d1"es :::_:: ,~d rcrso:-t:: ::1r c the sc.fes t contacts . Mo.ke your co::1.ta ct 
1,,,r}: --:1 ' . :··t- .1 ~- ·;:: :·.1.ttlc :.;.iJ~. J.'i.hood of obs erva tion - gener a l ly 
i:.l "if. :: . ,'.:'- ·: . . ::.~::-.·c · .. f :j3.·f, 

2 " :i: ~-,.·.L : . ..::1 ymrrsclf w--.t:t. blood chit , point ce t nl kee . 

3. 1"1-'lkE:, your own docL= .. 1.c:,1 .'.ls to whcth8r ho is to be t r u~ted: 

I f you don 1 t +.·rus t him - broo.k contact fas t 
2.nd mov .... oui:. L1 a duce iving direction, 
doubling back lat er. 

I f you do t rLs t him - place yours elf entirely 
in his hand.3, 

4. Aveid compromising y · ur contact - he may hav e to turn 
you in cir act dis int e:cE-stac1 i f you a r e picked up - but 
r el.Jlember, t here are oi:.hcrs who would like to utilize the net 
tha t will f cll-.:)1:1 youl 

5. Don ' t approach women o 

6 0 Don't approach men wi th new clothes or shoes. 

7. Don ' t make a show of force. 

8. Don 't enter villages unless escorted by fri endly guide. 
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BORDER ZONES: 

Don't forget - the enemy's ~crder zones are dangerous and 
u sually effectively guarded with a ir, eea and ground patrols 
as well as dogs, Priva te ind iv~duals in the border zones are 
dangerous c ontacts as they a1~e closely watched, Your every 
resourcefulness will ~-e required for this last step. 

IN EVENT YOU @ E C.0_PTUR~J~: 

1, Interrogati ons will be thorough. 

2, Concepts of the Gen eva Conferences !I'ay be non-existent. 

3 . Narre 
1 

:r21:k 2.11:i seri a l nurrber rray not b e suf ficient for 
the en emy j_nte:c·1•of;c1.·c, ; :i;- o 

4-. Sc·: Respect the :::·ank of the interrogator o 

politen ess , IPilitary --:. t titude and 

~,r,: .... · -~ n :, r ·.t].ge ps: ·s:·-:::.c.l A.ctivities, special qualifica tions 
of l c..r.f~.:1.-::.g ,:, ·..:-r nchc:.r ah:.:.:i.J·l~ i e s_, and t a lk as little as possible. 

I MPCW~!.:.-:.c· Affr::c:.Fs "'.?' ()"[{ ~ 1 :'t";·'.,B80FUL EVAS ION: 
- .E'ht~~ \ <·ri -.~FAH. 

Cor,1pa ~ s ~----- •··11 I~ .:,:i'ci ··chit 
Pointee-talkee !~ r~er or cur r eney 
c1oth map 

CIDTHING 
Gishoes 
Good s ocks 

SUGGEST~ONS F 0R TF-E: l',l J~·t,.'E..~ OR ATTACK AIRCRAFT PILOT: 
~ -1;i7'1'f·:i-;~--r:-1':, T O - ---··- -,:,:-:)i-; ·"· ···- - . S u-1>v·- I vT1- G-·E'"":7: n 

.... - ~-• 'vVJ..!J \.. . .!.i.-U \. I • V 'J \ _"1, ··.tUL 

RB .. clTu--P~nel Ch,_1c·:· ra··ci nns Libht axecr'r.:-:chet e 
Mi.r r cr Ch2-vd.ng g ,.:u::i Tinder or fir e- making gear 
Fl a. shlight E, .. u :::.l.L .. )n pcwd er Fishing t a t·k l e 
f]_c.1.Te s M:a tJhss Ra zor and toil e t gear 

MEDICAL HINTS 
I-Ia.2. 'l '7, 0 1) e - H20 purif T:-°at'i·;n Iodine - s t erilization 
Eenz;2c.ri.n e - f atigu e r elief Opthal□ic ointment - burns 
J.tanrine -· ma l aJ:·i a Salt t a 1Dlets ... pcrspira ti®n, 
&-ulfadj az ·i.r..e - di s infE:;c t ant f a tigue 
E\1lfanilar1ide ..,. wounds Adhesive bandaids 

6 
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