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J apanese Balloons. 

1. While t he appear ance of J apane s e ball oons wi thin the ' li r.iits of the 
Potomac River Naval Command appears impr obable , it is considere d a 
justifiable p r ecaution t o make p rovisions for suc h an eme rgency. 

2 . Should a bal loon land within the limi ts of the Potomac Rive r Naval 
Command but n ot within a naval ins t allation, naval authorit i e s having 
information of the landing shall furnish it b;r tAlephone t o the 
Op era t i ons Officer , Potoma c River Naval Cornmancr- (F;:{anklin 5700 , 
EYt. 2414) or in his absence to the Dutv Officer Potomac Rive r Naval ., ' 
Command (FRanklin 5700, Ext . 2431 ). 

3. The OperRtions or the Duty Offi ce r r eceivin~ such information will 
t ake the follow ing a ction: 

a . If the l anding is within the Mili tar:, Di strict of Wa shing ton , 
the informati on slrn.11 be telephoned to J-4:i-~AD~UA.RTER6 , MILI TARY 
DI STRICT OF WASHINGTON (ID.Jpu'blic 6700 , Ext. )868). 

b. If the l a nd i ng is within the Potorr,ac Rive r lTaval Command, but 
outs i de the Military District of Washin,'!ton, the informa t i on 
sha ll be furnished by telep h one t o H:'l}AD<lUARTjGRS , THIRD SE~~CE 
COMI-'.AND, l oca t ed i n :Baltimore (Mulbe r r y 8320 ). 

No further action will be tn.ken by nava l per~onne l unles s req_ue s ted by 
the cognizant Army a uthority. 

4. Should a ball o on land wi t h i n a naval insta lla tion , the same p roce dure 
will be followed, excep t t ha t the Operations Of f i cer or the Potoma c Rive r 
Nava l Commar,d Du t y Office r rece i ving the infor r.1R.tion will i mmedia te l y 
adv i s e the U. s. Ntwy Bomb Di sp osal Unit by te l eph one (ORdway 5400), and 
t ~.at organiza tion will d i spA.tch a teA.lll to r e nder t he b all 0on I s ca r g o 
har mlese . The activit: 1 a t whi ch the b 1.1loon hA.s l anded will i mmedia t e ly 
rope off the area wi thin a radius of 200 yards f r 0m t he balloon and 
eYc lude all p e r s ons f rom t he a r ea u ntil the arrival of the disrJ osal team 
from the Bomb Di sposa l Unit , No a t t empt wi l l be ma de to inspect the 
q alloon or its c 11.rgo until the arriv A.l of the di spo i::al tenm. No action 
will be rec1.uired of a r my 11.uthori t i es unless r equested by the Headqua rters 
Potomac River Nav a l Command. • 

5. All pe rs? ns i nitia ti ng a n~ h;.w cUing : epor ts on the Japane s e b alloons 
will be caut ioned t hat t hese 1nc1 d~nts wil~ not b e di s cus s ed unnece l: sarily 
wi th ot he r per s ons. Reques ts f or 1 nf or ~at 1on or publ icity will be 
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referred to Headquarters , Military Distric t of Wa.!lhington or Headquarters, 
Third Service Command , as appropriate , via thi~ command in the event 
that the balloon does not l and in a naval i ns t allation. Requests for 
i nformati on or publicity regarding balloons landing within naval 
insta llations will be ac ted upon by Potomac River Naval Command Head­
quarters. 

6. I n connection with the policy to be f oll owed regFtrding c las!'ification 
of informntion and equi pment relnted ·to Japnnese balloon$ , attention is 
invited to Chief of Nava l Oper at ions confidentia l letter, SeriA.l 0988816 
of 21 ~.ay 1945 . 

Encl: (HW) 
1 , Distribution l i st . 
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Operations (Direc tor, War Plans Divi si on) (2) 
Operations (Ba.se l-tl.intena.nce Divi sion) (2) 
Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance (2) 
Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (2) 

(For issue to Medical Officer in Command , Naval Dispens?.r:,, 
Navy Depa rtment, ~'le.shington, D. C.) 

Medical Officer in· Command, National Naval Medic.al Center 
· Bethesda , Maryland (2) 

Commandant, u. S. Marine Corps (2) 
Commandant, U. S. Marine Corps (8) 

(For issue to; Commanding Officer, M.-~r ine Guard 3attalion, 
1'Tavy Depart ment , Washington, D. C. 

Commanding General, Fleet Mar i ne For ce , Q,ua.nt ico, Va. 
pomma.nding General , liiarine Barracks , ~uantico, Va. 
Commanding Officer , Mt>,rine Barracks , i/ashington, D. C.) 

Operat ions (Director of Naval Communications) (2) 
(For issue to Officer in Charge , Naval Radio Station, Cheltenham, Md.) 

Operations (Direc t. or of Naval Commur,icatior,.s) (2) 
(For issue to Officer i n ChRrge , Naval Radio Station, Arlington, Va.) 

Commandi ng General, Military District of WA.shington, D. C. (12) 
(For issue to Commanding Genera l Third Service Command) 

Superintendent , Naval Obse rvator y , Wa.shinf.' ton , D. C. (2) 
Direct or, Na.val Research Laboratory , Bellevue , D. C. (?. ) 
Commanding Officer, Naval Air Station , Anacostia, D. C. (2) 
Commanding Officer, Naval Proving Ground , Dahlgr en , Virginia (2) 
Commandi ng Officer, }Ta.val Powder Factory , Indian Head, Maryland (2) 
Director , D, W. Tn.;:'lor Model Basin, Cardero ck , Maryland (2 ) · 
Coomandi ng Officer, NavP...l Torpedo Station , Alexr.ndria, Virginia ( 2 ) 
Hy~rographer , Naval Hydroe-;raphic Office, Sui tland., Maryland (2) 
Commanding Offi cer, Nnval Air StA.tion , Patuxe nt River, Mary l and (2) 
Commanding Officer , Naval Mine Warfa r e Test Sta.ti on , Solomons , Maryland (2) 
Commanding Officer , Ne.val Barracks , Wnshin{:,ton, D. C, (2) 
Officer in Char ge , Nnval Ordnance Laborat ory , Silver Spring , Maryland (2) 
Officer in Ch1:irge , Naval Ordnance Laboratory , :.-'!hi te Oaks , Maryland (2) 
Office r i n Charge, Code and Signal Laborat or y , Wa shingt on, D. C, (2) 
Officer in Charge , Navy Bomb Disposal School (2) 
Commandant , Navy Yard , Washington , D. C. (2) 
Comma ndant , Navy Yard, Washingt on , D. C. (For i ssue to Com1;anding 

Officer, Rece iving Station, Navy Yard, Washington, D, C.) (2) 
Commandant , Wavy YD-rd, Washington, D. C. (For issue to Coml:la.nding 

Officer, Mari ne 3~.rracks, Navy Yard, Washi ngt on , D. C.) (2) 
Commandant, Navy Yard , We.shi ngton , D. C. (For issue to Officer-in­

Charge , Naval V.agaz i ne , Bel l evue , D. C.) (2) 
Com~andant , Potomac Rive r Naval Command (For issue t o Officer- in­

Charge , N,w al Shore PRtrol, Washi ngt on, D. C.) (2) 
Commandant, Potomac River Naval Command (2) 
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