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INTERROGA.T ION NO. 219 

HEADQ,UARTERS 
U. s. STRATEGIC :001,ra rNG Slrn.VEY 

(Pacific ) 
APO # 234 

c/o POSTMASTER, SAY FRAECISCO 

(Jap Intell #3) 

Division of Origin: Japanese Intelligence Section. 

Subject: Japanese Naval Intelligence Organization. 

Personnel Interviewed and Background of each: 

.A.RITA, Y., Captain , IJN. 

Place : , 'I'OKYO 
Date : 2 Nov. 1945 

Graduated Naval Academy 1920; from 1921-25 1 junior orncer aboard 
various ships; 1926-27, student higher course at naval torpedo school; 
1928-29, t orpedo officer of destroye r s ; 1930- 31 ~ i nstructor at t 0r pedo 
schc'.) lj 1932-33 , student at Naval War College ; 1934-35 , t or pedo 0fficer 
on war (battle) ships; 1936-37, staff officer , 2nd flee t; 1937- 38 , 
instructor a t Naval Academy ; 1939-41'), staff member destroyer flotilla ; 
1941-42, staff member 3rd squadron; 1943-August 1944, staff member KURE 
Naval Station; Augus t 1944-:-March 1945 , captain of CVE KA.IYO; i n Ma,y 1945 
became adju tant of the Naval Gener el Staff; now i n service of t he first 
r eserve . 

Wher e Inter vi ewed: Navy Mi nistry . 

Interrogat0rs: Maj . R. s. Spilman , .A.C, 
Lt. s. P. .Ahl bum, us::m. 

Int erpreter: ?ilaj . J. c. Pelzel, USi'ICR. 

Allied Officers Present: None . 

Summary: 

Intelligence staff or ganizat i on 0f the Navy General Staff, based on Capt. 
ARI'IA I s information and on informa t ion in FEAF Intelligence Memo #23 ( 10/18/45) 
is appended as part of t he transcript. Although the adjutant was r esponsible 
f or personnel i n general, i n t elligence personnel we r e handled by the personuel 
offic e upon recommendat bns 0f the 3rd Department of the Ge:1er al Staff (Naval 
I ntelligence) . 

lfo intelligence offi cer was provided aboe.rd t he CVE KAIYO during the period 
i n \'lhich Capt. ARITA had command. He was capta i n fe r tw';. missi0:1s, en \·1hich t he 
KA.IY0 pr-> vided aerial escort f r, r c,::mv0ys between JAPAN and TAIW.MT and between 
JAPAlf a..~d SINGAPORE be tween the end of Cctcber 1944 and J anuary 1945 . The KAIYO 
r ecei ved r adi o repcrts fr0m fl ee t headquarter s ad vi s~ i:, f the l ':c i;.ti on of 
Allied submarines and ships a l :.n~ its course, and t he carrier pilots wer e 
briefed by Capt . ARITA personnally prie r t c takeoff on such informa tion as he 
f elt was necessary. The pilots were i r.. t errogat ed upon r etur l'l by t he squadro :i. 
comma..,der who i n turn kept t he captai n advised of their findings. 

Each naval base a..,d major fleet unit included radio intel l i gence and 
sightL.1g ceLte r s , but Ce.pt . A...-qI 'l:·A knew of :10 otl'ler oper e.tioaal i ;:itelligence 
orga.,v1ize.tion. His knowl edge of intellig,;.nce schools wn.s limited to a conumini­
catio~s i n telligence training course as part of t he communications school. 
Perso::rnel who had served in l egat i ons• as attaches or in similar :posts prior 
t o t he war were, for t he moat part, preferred f or intelligence duty. 
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Interrogation of ARIT.il. , Y., Capt , IJif ( co!1t ' d ) 

1. Che,rt of I n telligence ~rga.:.1iza t i on , Ne.vy Gener a l Staff. 

[ 

3rd Dept . 
j" Nava l I nte l ligs~ce 
I R. Adm. NAK!§_]},_ No burl_:_ 

__ .. _£., __ • --- ,~ ~ ___ _,_ __ ____, 

5th Sec . 
North & South America 
U. S. Territories a!".d 
Fron t Line I n t el l. 
R.Adm . TAKEUCHI 

I 6th Sec . 7th Sec . 
I China , Ifanchur i e., USSR, Ger many & 
I Capt . KOB ETTO. Eur 9pe . Capt. 
I YAHAGUCHI, S\J..t e j i 

I -- -- -- - --------- - ---- -- - - - . -- -­
'-------------

=::, ___ _ 

8th Sec. 
E;1gland , I ndo­
China,Australia. 
Capt. IRIE , 1• 

Uotona o • __ __ __ _ 

l. Communi c1;.tions - - - ..,. - 1 

I~ 4 t h Dept . J 
R.~~::.. !~~~ ~~~°-I:::~i_c_~~ __ ____ ___ : ______ ____ _ 

10th Sec . r Spec i al Sec . 9th Sec . 
Oomr,1 . P l a..·,s 
Capt . SAlliEJn,;11. , 
Uo t onao . 

2. Tre.nscri:r;,t of i nt er vi e,.., . 

Cryp t e.ne,l ys i s Radi o Intelligeace 
Ce.pt . YAJ,U;_Z,J<:I R • .A.d.r:1 . :t-TOIIDRA, T . 

- l(Directl y u nder Vice 
Ch i e f of Gen . Staff) . 

• • ·· ----,---~ - - - --·-

Q,. Can you devel op t he vari ous echel ons unde r t he 2a j or headi ngs or 
sections of nBvel i n t ell igence ? 

1-. . I am not f amil iA.r with t he cle t a iled or ganiza tion wi thin t he s ec t i o;-:s 
nor with t he flee t i n t elligence or ganiza tion . 

Q,. Describe t he or gani zati on of fo r e i gn r epre s entatives? 

A. The Third Sect i on had charge of t hat. I k,1ow not ni ng abou t it. 

Q,. What Her e your specific dutie s as adjutant f 0r t he s t aff? 

A. Ny dut i e s he.d t 0 do with per sonnel , r ecords, get1er al admi n i str ~.tion 
mat t e r s , I n t e l ligence per s onne l wer e her_dl ed by t he personnel of f i ce 
up0~ r ecoc.menda t i on of t he Third Sect i on . 

Q, Do you know of MY stande.rd for assigni ng i n t ell i gence off icers ? 

A. None , ot her t nan t hat, f or the r.i :'.l st pPr t , persons f r om l egations , 
naval a t tache s , ana. so f orth , prb r t o t h e war , were pre f er r ed . 

Q. Was t hat t ype ~f person ass i gned even t o t he l 0wer echel ons i n t ie f l ee t 
e,nd oper a t i 0ns ? 

A. . I hac. no co,mect i ons with t hat . 

Q,. In your var i ous assig_l!,ents , whe.t L1t el l i gerwe ogai.7.iz n.t iJa was t here ? 

A. I neve r had one , ei t her a t KURE Navf.1 Bfl,se or wh ile ·.,n t he i{aIYO. Ab )ard 
ship, I rece i veC::. i n t elligence onl y by ra.d. i -:, fr JD fl e,: t headqu.::.rte rs. 
Ther e was n0 L,tellige:tce organiu ·.ti0.1 at KLRE . L:i my opi n i :.. n , all this 
was hai.7.dl sd by gener?.l head.que.rters. ( Lat er , CEpt. A.."R.EA modified t h i s 
ste ter.1ent by pa i nting o·J.t t he t e;;i,ch :r.aval ba se and. ,Jaj 0r fl eet u;,1it had 
a. radio i n tellige~ce a:-,d. sighting center, t hese b:; i :1g t he 0r-. l y i ntell­
i ge:'lce uni ts he knew A) . 

Q,. D.1 y :.u kr:.ow how V ,rge the i n tell i gence or ge:! i zatbn i s a t T)ky J head­
q_ua.rters ? 

A. . Three t ; f ::iur officers i n each sub-secti'.:m , pr•:,bably . 
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I n t err ogation 0f ARITA, Y., Capt., IJN (c)~t 1d) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Q,. We.s t here a ny specia l se tup fo r i n t arrogating pilots on t he KA.I YO whe:1 

t hey r e turned fr om a ~ is s i ~n? 

A. My c arrier wa s in c onvoy op e r e.ti0ns. We r e c e ived r ep orts f r oL1 fle:0 t 
hee,dq_uarters c onoe r ni ng t he l oca tior. of U. S. (sic ) sub;;iarine s! Pil:, ts 
r eported their fi ndings t o t he squad.r 0n l eader, wh:, repor t ed t ,) ;.;e . We 
maC:.e on e trip t o TAIWAN and back fr o:.1 t he end of Octob er t ,) Nc,veober 1944, 
a."'1.d an:> t her t o SINGAPORE and_ bo.ck froP. t he end of Nwe.!lbe r t o J ar..u1.0.r y1.945 . 

Q. W1".S i nfor r.1e.ti0n r egD.rding ships and subrne.rir..e s a s r e c e ived f r o!:"! h ead!.. 
q_ua rters given t u pilots b e f or e fli g..~t? 

A. The pilots were gat here d t ogether a.id brie f ed by me b e f or e fli ght. 

Q,. H~w ouc~1. i nfo r mati::m were y0u per n itted t ? give t hen? 

A. r ~1l y such i nf )r□ation a s I t hou g.'rtt t hey n es ded t o knou . 

Q. Wer e t he pile ts given any i nfor m .. t i cn ::,n y . ur own forces i n t he v ici:1i t y ? 

A.. If a:..1y we.s pertine,1 t . 

Q. H , \f d id y :;u r e l e.y t he L,for r!:e.tion r e ce ived f r or"i p ilo t s ? 

A. I r eported by r adi o . 

Q,. T'.) whom? 

A. Tha t depended· r: n c or.1J~u;1ic a tion f acilitie s - usua lly t o flee t headqua rte rs. 

Q. Onl y t :, fle e t hea.dquar t e r s or t o o t he r ships e.nd f -, rces? 

A. T?le.t c.epended on the s i tua ti Jn . 

Q. Did y ,u ge t you r i :i.fornf' tion f r 0::i J ther s h i ps, t o ) , o r fr ·)Tn fl ee t head­
quar t e r s onl y ? 

A. Fr ;m o t !1er shi ps a s ouch a s possio l e . But P.s serJbled r eports caue f r -.)m 
Fle? t heed~uarters 0nl y . 

Q,. Were t her e a.'1y ph0 t ·'gre.p:'.-l i c plane s :.in t he KAIYO ? 

Q. Was t he KA.IYO at t acked r · cad s h e make a."'ly R.tta Gks wil.ile y .,u wsre i n 
co::1.-~a..1d.? 

A . No at t acks. We had. sor.1e r ep'Jrts , but no defi :1ite sig~1ti:1gs . 

Q,. What was r equi red. t ') c ,nfirm a s .1. gl1t i ng by H ·p ilc t ? 

.A. . It W&..s ccnfirned when it wa.s a C:i r ec t si~'2ti:i.g ·?r when a little piece J f 
equipr.1ent 0n t ~e pl a.ne , a ::.ag..YJ.etic device, I believe , gave an i ndica tion . 

Q. Were t here any sch,JJ ls for naval i n telligea c e ? 

Ji.. N?ne t he.t I know of except c ,m.'?lunic;:, t i ·:ias intelligence tra i ni :1g i n t he 
cor:inunicati)n schJ0l. 
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