HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOUBING SURVEY

(Pacific)
APO # 234
c/o POSTUASTER, SAT FRAKCISCO
INTERROGATION NO. 219 Place: . TOKYO
(Jap Intell #3) Date: 2 Nov., 1945

Division of Origin: Japansse Intelligence Section.

Subject: Japanese Naval Intelligence Organization,

Personnel Interviewed and Background of eachi
ARITA, Y,, Captain, IJN.

Graduated Naval Academy 19203 from 1921-25, junior officer aboard
various ships; 1926-27, student higher course at naval torpedo school:
1928-29, torpedo officer of destroyers; 1930-31, instructor at torpsdo
schcolj 1932-33, student at Naval War College; 1934-35, torpsdo officer
on war (battle) ships; 1936-37, staff officer, 2nd fleet; 1937-38,
instructor at Naval Academy; 1939-40, staff member destroyer flotilla:
1941-42, staff member 3rd squadrony; 1943-August 1944, staff member KURE
Navel Station; August 1944-March 1945, captain of CVE KAIYO; in May 1945
became adjutent of the Waval Gensrsl Staff; now in service of the first
reserve,

Where Interviewed: Navy Ministry.

Interrogatorss Maje R. S, Spilman, AC.
Lt. S, P. Ahlbum, USHR.

Interpreter: Majs J« Cs Pelzel, USICR.
Allied Officers Pressnt: None.
Summary s

Intelligence staff organization of the Navy General Staff, based on Capt,
ARITA's information and on information in FEAF Intelligence lMemo #23 (10/18/45)
is appended as part of ths transcript. Although the adjutant was responsible
for personnel in general, intelligence personnel were handled by ths personnel
office upon recommendaticns of the 3rd Department of the Geaneral Staff. (Naval
Intelligence).

Wo intelligence officer was provided abosrd the CVE KAIYO during the period
in which Capt. ARITA had commend. He was captain fcr two missiens, on vhich the
KAIYO provided eerial escort for convoys botween JAPAN and TAIWAN and betwsen
JAPAN and SINGAPORE betwesen the end of October 1944 and January 1945, The KAIYO
received radic reports from fleet headquarters advisiy of the lucation of
Allied submarines and ships along its course, and the carrier pilots ware
briefed by Capt. ARITA personnslly pricr tc tekeoff on such information as he
felt was necessary, The pllots were interrngated upon raturn by the squadroan
commander Who in turn kept the captein advissd of their findings,

Each naval base and major flset unit included radie intelligence and
sighting centers, but Capt. ARITA knew of no other operational intelligence
organizabion., His knowledge of intelligsnce schools was limited to g commun i~
cations intelligence training course as part of the communications school,
Pergonnel Who had served in legations, as attaches or in similar posts prior
to the war weres, for the moet part, preferrsd for intelligenca duty.
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Interrogation of ARITA, Y., Capts IJH (cont'd)

] e e hea e e mm e e i ewm mm e st (e g e e e g b S e e e Sie sem e me g | pan e | S

1, Chart of Intelligence Organization, Navy General Staff.
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liotonao. (Dirsctly under Vice
SR OLEY |_ Chief of Gen. Staff).
2. Transcript of intasrview.
Q. Can you develop the various schelons under the major hsadings or

Lo

'

Q.

Ao

sections of nevel intelligence?

I am not familier with tha detailed orgenization within the ssctions
nor with the fleet intelligence organization.

Describe ths organization of foreign representatives?

The Third Sesction had charge of that. I know nothing about 1t.

What were your specific duties as adjutent for the staff?

My duties hed to do with personnsl, records, general administration
matters, Intelligence personnel were handled by the personnel office
upon recormendation of the Third Section.

Do you know of any standard for assigning intelligence officsrs?

None, other than thet, for the most pert, persons from lsgations,
naval attaches, and so forth, prior to the war, wers preferred,

Was that typs of perscn assignsd even to the lower echelons in the fleet
and opesrations?

I hat no coansections with that,.
In your various assigaments, what intelligencs oganization was thers?

I never had one, sither at KURE Navzal Base or while on the KalY0. Aboard
ghip, I received intelligence only by radioc from flest hsadqusrtsrs,
Thers was no intelligeace organization at KURE., Ia my opinisn, all this
was handlsd by gensral headquerters. (Later, Capt. ARITA modifisd this
gstetenent by pointing out thet each naval base and major flist uait had
a radio intelligence and sighting centsr, these bsing ths only intell-
igence units he knew of).

Dy you know how lerge the intelligence orgenization is at Tokys head—
guarters?

Three t, four offieers in sach sub-section, probebdly.
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Was there any spscial sstup for intsrrogating pilots on the FAIYO when
they returned from a nission?

My carrier was in convoy opsrations. We rsceived reports froum flest
headquarters eoncerning the location of U, S. (sic) submarines. Pilsts
reported their findings to the squadron lsader, whu reported to me, We
mace one trip to TAIWAY and back fron the end of October to November 1944,
and another to SINGAPORE and veck fraom the end of November to Januaryl94s.

Was information regerding ships end submarines as recsived from head-
quarters given to pilots before flight?

Ths pilots were gathsred togzther and brisfzd by ms bsfors flight.

How much information wers you pernittsd to give then?

Oaly such information as I thought they nssded to know.

Were the pilcts given any infornmucticn on your own forcss in the viciaity?
If any wes pertinsat,

How did you relay the information reeczived from pilotst?

a reported by redio.

To whomt
That depended on communication facilities — usually to flest headguarters.
Only %2 flsst headquarters or to othsr ships and forces?
That depended on the situation.

Did you gét your informetion from other ships, tos, or from flset head-
quarters only?

From other ghips as ruch as possible. But assembled reports came from
Flest headquarters only.

Were there any phot-graphic planss on the KAIYO?
He.

Was the KATYO attacked or did she maks any attacks whlle y.u wsrzs in
conanda’?

No attacks. We hed some repsrts, but nc defianite sigatings, {
What was requirsd o confirm a sighting by & pilct?

It was .confirned when it was s direct signting or when a little plece of
equipnent on the plane, a magnetic device, I belisve, gave an indication,

Wers there any schools for naval intslligence?

Wone thet I know of exeept communicztions intelligence trainine ia the
communication schunl.
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