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SUMriAPY: 

1 . -Since I did not come to the Gener a l Staff until t he mid­

dle of 194 3; I cannot speak from per s onal knowl edge of olans 
bef or e t hat time . I t is my ' mpr es s i on, however , that t her e wer e 

no -plans at t he beginning of t he war f or t he invasion of t he 
Hawaiian Islands . I ndaed, t he Ar my had no olans f or t he occupa­

t i "'n of New Guinea . The :.Tavy woul d k~ 3p ca pt ur i ng i slands and · 

aski ng t he Ar my t o s end men . The flTavy did not have enough t r oops 

t o o~cupy any of the EawaLlan I slands and the Ar my had no plans 
te do s o. 

2 . I came into the Gener a l Staff whi l e t he air oper ati ·ns 

ovPr t he Solomons Is lands and Rabaul were going on , and it was 

my pers ona l opinion t~at our forces wer e gr eatly over extended . 

I did not ge t much support for t hat view, hovrnver, becaus e of t he 

enthusia sm over J apanes e successes . The Navy wa s parti cular l y en­
thus iasti c . 

3 . I t was thoug~t necess ar y t o hold Rabaul a t all cos t s 

in or der t o nr ot ect the main fleet bas e a t Truk . We t r i ed t o send 

ships int o Ra ~aul t o supnly our f or ces t here . We had enough 
sh ips i f t hey could get t hr ough , and we tr i ed t n ur ot ect them 
wi t h air covet . We wer e forced t o us e Army planes i n t he Rabaul 

Ar ea , however, and, c~nsequent ly , their activi t i es in the f or ­

wa7d areas wer e gr eatly r es tricted due t n t he es cort of trans­

por ts . We l ost abut 600,n~o t ons of shi puing t her e , mostly a s a 

r esult of a tt~c~s by B- 17 's and B- 24 ' s. The Battle of ~idway i m­

pa i r ed 011.r ability t o s end pJanes t o Rabaul becaus e of t he l os s 

of carri1:•rs . Some Navy ul anes wer e flown down thr ough t he Mari­

anas ai:d Tr uk 5 most Army pl anes came t hr ough t he l?h i l i ppi ne<:: and 
New Guinea . 

4. It was f elt t hat if we l ost Rabaul, air a t t ack from 

Rabaul would make T~uk _~nt enable for t he fleet, The Al lied landin s 

a t Lae and on Bouga i nvi 1 1e demostr a t ed t he Allied ~nt ent ion to g 

by-pas s Rabaul , and shewed tha t t he Rabaul compai gn was los t , but 
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Interrogati0n No,. (contd) 

it was already too. la t;e to evatiua te. It wa e; decided to ;1.old on a 
line betwePn Truk.a.nq. Rab~ul and to put up a last-ditch fight at 
Rabaul4t In February_ 1944 the fleet was moved to Palau after the 
a ttac,,. ("\n Truk bjr Allied carrier planes, and Ra baul los·t its 
importance; but it was then impossible to evacuate our forces from 
Rabaul and they were left to fend for themselves. Meanwhile our 
forces on J!ew Guinea were to w;thdraw overland toward Geelvinlr. 
Bay, but they were cut off by t~-e AJ1iea landings at Fo11andia 
and !1.ad to be written off. 

5, After the landj_ng on Saipan it was felt that the next 
attack w0uld c-·me in the Pbilipi:dnes, al though it might come on 
Iwo-jima. It was decided to ~re~are for a decisive battle on Min­
danao and to strengthen the supply line through Okinawa, Formosa 
and Luzon. One of tl".e weaJmeseoes of the defense is that all poss­
ible points of attack must be rei_nforced; and Kyushu, the Tokyo 
Area, and Iwo-jima also had to be protected. The land;ngs on 
Morotai and Palau confirmed us in the view that the next move 
was to Mindanao, and planes v1ere br"'ug~--.t in to the Philippines 
frnm Southeast Asia. 

6, The landing at Leyto came ·as a surprise, and since our 
forces ,,r.rpre concentrated i.n Mi.ndanao and Luzon we were at a 
disadvantage, We made a fi.nisl:. fight with our Navy and air forces, 
and tried to ma1ce a finish fight with the Army, but only a part 
of our Army forces in the Phtlippines c""'uld be transported to Ley­
te. ,-"e reinforced Levte as much as we could. The Naval air for­
CPS was practi. Cally wiped out and had to be completely reorgan­
ized aftPr the Philip~ines campaign. Not many planes WPre sent 
to t~~:.e fhilipryines after the Allied landings began on Luzon. The 
reas~n planes were captured 0n the gr~und in ~uzon must have been 
lack of fuel or parts. Those who know the situation at that time 
eotate that many nlanes might have been unable to move due to 
the vigorous a ttacl<: by t 1

, e U. So Air Forces. 

7. After the 0 :ilinpines campaign~ we expected a land;ng on 
Iwo-jima at ab~ut the time when it actually took place and were 
ready for it. The distance was too great for air defense, how­
ever, and the airfield at Hachijojima was t~o smal1 .to stage 
many ry1anes trrough. 

8. Because of the ary'T\earance of Bri ti.sh nlanes at about this 
time, and bPcause of a public announcement, I think b~r President 
Truman,_ I thought the next attac1-r would come in the l-Tongkong area, 
or possibly in Formosa, and Okinawa as a third possibilityo How­
ever, competent offi. cers of t,_ e Arm:v and rravy, especially those 
of operati~n secti~ns, thought Okinawa might be the first possi­
bility. T~erefore, the landing there did not come as a surorise 
like Leyte, 

9., It was decidPd at tl~e time of tJ1e Okinawa campaign not 
to oppose B-29 attacks in the air, but to concentrate all air 
forces in Kyushu to attack Okinawa, It was felt t1, at, al though 
t,_1e B-29' s were doing great damage to our cities and war produc­
tion, the Okina~a campaign was more imnortant because it would 
lead to i.nvas~."n of ,Tapan. The B-29 attacks on Kyushu airfields 
did not destroym1:1.w airplanes. The first-line planes were movPd 
to secondar~· air1·1elds and concealed and dispPrsed, and most of 
t~e nlanes hit werP rl~mmies,, Thi~ was true bot~• · n Kyushu and in 
the Tokyo area. The 11 JuJ.y carrier strike on the Toh.,ro area drs­
troyed 11 0 dummi~s and only two opP.ratinnal planes, but after that 
carrie! planes.did mo~e damage._Howe!er, those attacks did hinder 
operat 1 o·,1s against Olnnawa b~r hinder, ng the assembbr of first­
line planes and also by putting operatjng airfieldsv out of commis­
siono 
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1(). One of· the gr.e1r~est prbpl~ms r~c7 hg tis was what to ao 
if t};.e Allies did not invade Japan, W~, had been expect·! ng inva­
sion and prepar:'lng for it:. for. a iong time, but it did not eome. 

,._. 

The neople ~er~ co~p1 aining be¢au~e of the lack of op'IJosi~i~n to 
the B-29 attacks• Just before the end of the war we v1ere forced 
to order ou~ first~line lighters t0 ;ntercept the B-29s to quiet 
the people~ ev0n though we th~ught it more important to save them 
to O'IJ ose tnvasion. In addition, we had fast Pr fighters ,_~Ti th better 
altitude Derformance just getting into mass productton, which would 
have bePn available in another month. Also, aircraft production 
had been disnersed, and the rate would have begun to increase in 
Sentemb~r. 

Note: No stenograDher was t>resent, but General Arisue 1 s remarks 
·were ,1rri ttP-n down 1.n long hand and latPr su- ·marized and sent to 
him for corr-ec_tion. The foregoi.ng. summary was ap~roved b~· Gew~ral 
Arisue. and contains several corT·ect:tons which ~-,e made. 
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