AEAD WARTERS

L.se STRATIGIC BOI 31 C SULZVEY
(PACIFIC)

C/0 POST!ASTER, SAL FRaTCISCO

Flesce: Tokyo
Jap Iatzl To. 2 Dates 2 Yovemesr 1945

Divisioa of Origin: Japensss Intelligence Division.

Sup,ect: Jepeness Con unications Intelligence.

Forsoanel intsrrogated end ouckzrouad of sacai

Cormaaber OuAWA, hideo, & reslar officer of tae Japanese Havy,
wvas credusted from the Japanese taval Acedemy in 1924, In 1940

ne czme to the .iavy Gensrel Stoff to do code ressesrca wiers ae re-
seined until Februsry 194% vhasn ne vse seat to Ribiul es sxacutivs
officer of & Communic:tions unit concernsd primerily wita DF. In
Februsry of 1947 he returnsd to tne Wevel Gensrsl Staff us sxecu-
tive officer of tas censrzl effairs divisioa of tae Spscisl Sec—
tion. ZIhe Svecisl Section wes heeded by e T Adairel Tomekichi
OI{URA end 'as responsiple for radio intellizence, Cownar. QZruh
neld this post until ths end of the wec, qis dutiss included

tae meking of policy and plans sad dissemiaation of intellizence
oat-insd tnrousa covunication.

Where interviewed: ©Thae Nuvy Depertaent.

Interroz:tor: Lt. Comér. »m, #&e. s0bzer
Lt, Comdr. T, lie Curtis

Interpreter: Lt. Otis Cary

Allisd Offiesrs Irzsent: Jone, otasr thzn interrogstor and iaterprster,
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SUITIARY
The vrgenizaticn of the Speeiel Secti-n (Redic Intelligence) of
the At Dept. (Comrunicetions) of the Fevel Generel Staff wes es £21l:ws:
SPECIAL SECTION

REAR ADIZIRAL KOMURA, Tomekich,
(ALSO :EAD OF 4TZ SECTION)

lst BRANCH 3rd 3RANCH

GENFAAL AFFAIRS I ey 9 e
4 2nd 3RAIICH  [OVADA COM L, BNIT

CAI'T, AlA;O(EOW DFAD CODE-SREAKING RZSZARCHcApe. 10RIKAWA
COI4DR., OzZAWA, Hideo COMDR

. i S A 10 RESERVE OFFICZRS
1 HED?lRUE OIFIC.R Lt' c-‘.;'mdr. (Am & Brit) 2 i —Ho

SATARE 120 COILiUHICATIONS
Tt sl CraT A s FERSONGEL
sazaTayCaing)

Lt, Cmdr

FUFOL0 (._3."..'.3 S ia)

30 tyvists

Student Trainzes

used upin emergency - l

OVADA COLill, UFIT wes en independent unit. Cept, MORIKAWA had two
duties —= C.0, of OWADA COliu, UIT, end heed of “rd 3RANCH of Spscial
Secticn,

Duties of tae Speciel Secti:n consisted of interception end wnaly-
gis of Allied redic transmissions, end éissemination, by dispatech, of
intelligence received in this manner to the proper sctivity for ectizna
when justified, stherwisz by daily and psricdic surmary to ths Nuvy
iiinistry #nd the Navy Gensral Staff. Informsti-sn j dged to be of
intersst to the army was relayed to the Wer iiinistry,

The Speciel Secti.n anslyzed ship call sisns, viluue of Cummuini-
cations treffic, routing of traffic, =nd RDF, sad hed linitz=g suecess
in predicting Allied aperztions vy thies means.

Caisf sources ¢f iafrmetion were alr-tieair 1ngd pir-ta-croufg
transmission by aAllied forces whica the Jepanese wars able t5 bresk
gome of the time, and strike reports of the 3-29's, The nruetice of
tae 8-29's esdjusting radio frequsncies wrinsr to i reic often geve warning
of en impendin: strike. The presence and tronsmissione of B=29 weatnar
reeonnalssance planss provided inform:tisn oy wnicn the Japanesss were
80, successful in sstimuting the tereet ares b oe attacked,

The only informaticn useful to tha Spscial Section received from
the Germans was the BAIS (Brgadcastinﬁ Allisd Movesent Ships) bosle
cade, ‘Usg of tais code perultted the Japanese tu brask shore-to-saip
trensmissions to mef?hant Bnips, and estimste vilume of movement of
gship traffic, 1t di6 nct permit tracking, nowever, nor aid it provide
infornetion on the lucativn of ships.
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TRANSCRINT

Trensceript of Intsrrocsztion (Comnznder 0ZAWA, Hideo)
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A,

Q.6.

A

The OVADA Comrunication Center, which is located & snort

sénetair-to-cround coded information waes received znd we we

- s e e Em em me W w= e = A ms s Em ms W W e e s

Vhat wes the organizetion of the "Snscial Sesction"?

Ihe orgenizztion of the Special Section (radio iatsllicen
of tas 4th depertusnt (cow unications) of tae Naval Gener
Stzff wes broxen dovn into three branches as follows:

1. Gensrsl Affeirs Srzacin waica had tne responsioility
of pleaning, ovolicy making, and dissemination of
informztioa for ths section.

2. Codes Breeking sranch.

How €id thas Specirl Szctio.: opsrats?

di
tence from Tokyo, recsived treansmissioas from U.S. and Allied
sourczs, Informstion gazinsd in this way wes forwardad t S
Generel Affeirs Branch of tas section.

(1))
o

-To what exteat wers you adle to intercept &ac use U.s, transmis-

sions for iatslligence purposes?

Cell sizms were esnnlyzed, volums of treffic and routins of tref-
fic wszs studied, zad redio diresction findiag wis uszsd. adir-to-gzir
srs al=
to iatsrpret much of it. Strike reports by B-29's wavre zl
ceived and vers useful.

nere were two weye to tell when sirerszft were prep:rii: for a
ike, 1, Wnen aircraft prepsred to taks off taere wes much
sJusting of radio frequencies. 2., Weather reconnaissance plauss
wnica pr“cﬂdﬂa large striltes geve an indicsation of the tarcet
arez end the importance of tne strike oy the volumne of dats seat
puc to its bese. We were 20, successful in makins estimutss
besed on enalysis of weather reconnalssance flishts,

wers you successful in locating end followin:s wnits of the U, 3,
Fleet tarough comrunication intelligence?

Our success wes negligiole. Generel snalysis oy volune of com-
suaicetion treffic and occasionel DF zeve some ides, out did not
incicete size of the force.

Dicd the Speciel Section do intellizesnce work otasr taen co

. Ponb ¥t 118
cation? -
%0, We perforried seme function with regerd to China end Aussia
88 wita U.5. Hovever, we had some succsse in interpreting Russ ian
& (2}

end Chineee transmissions.
“hat use wee made of information receivsdl

dssults from OWADA were sent out immediately Dby disputeh, 3-29
strille reports were msde up in aaly orintec re .
tne lavy Viinistry and the ifaval General Staff,
sidered of intersst to the aruy wes sent to the Wer inist
Thess chiefly concerned 3-29 reporte Feriodic su“j;rla ?ila
sent to &1l commands, including tae arn i

xv‘

ports and ssut 4o
Informstios con-
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Transcript of Interrogation (Comrandsr OZAWA, Hideo)
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$.7, Did the ermy have an orzenizetion with functions siiiler to taoss
of tae "Speecial Section®?

A, fes, at TANASHI.

Q«8. thet was the coordinztion betwsen tas Arny and Nevy in fthis type
of activityl

A, Prectically nons,

Q.9. UWere attempts made to estimate ¥,S. strangta in various tasaters
tnrough communicetion Intelligence analysis?

Vo2 t'e werz rarely successful,
.10, dere you abls to makxe sstimates of U.S. Lossest.
A, we could tell e little from strike rsports.

%.1l. Could you identify ships by call signs?

0

e No. Csll sicns vere chasnzed too often.

Q.12. LDid the Jepanese have sny success in predicting future allied
landings from communication intsllisencsat

A, we could predict genersl ars:us oy aircrafti-to-oase transmissions
eal Dy racio silence areas. We hed no success in predicting days
on which landings wers to be mads,

4.1%. Did you cepture any U.S, communications equipment?

A, fes. wWe captured strip codes from eltaer Weke or Guaem - I think
texe = end from Kiske snd some elrcraft codss.

@.1%4, Did ‘you analyze tais informstion, and if so, waat use did you
muks of it? :

A, Yothing thet could be ussd oper-tionslly.

: :
%.10. #hat were your cutise in censorsnip and seferm.rcing of communi-
cations sscurityt

A. These cuties zre just on pesper. Actuzlly, they Goa't exist.

%.16. How vere communicetions with Germany?

h, The only information of valus to tne Specizl Section was thas
:hisS (Broadcasting Allied Herchant Ships) tase code waicn the
Gerauone supplisd us,

w-17. Whot use vere you sble to make of this?

A% Tne ocsic code remains the seme end works on & numericel combi-
agtion with formulee, e were sble to oreak sbout 500, +he
troubls wae hh&t_by the time t2s code wig orozsn, ths ship wes no
lonzer in the original area., We vers not able to tragcz snips,

Q.18. Did you learn the course and speed of ships?

ha Yee, sometimes, All trensmissions were from shorg-to-ship, =ad
we ¥ere not sble to plucs the ship's location. L
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Transcript of Interroration (Comu:endsr OZAWA, Hidzo)

%.19. Could you tell depzrtures and arrivels of saips?

A, Locetions of ships :eres not stated,
9.=0. Did you gein useful information from the Gerssns tarouzn comiu-
; nication analysis made oy thea?
A The Special Section did not, out I think the Zrd Section (Laval
Intellizence Section) did.

4e.<l, What intellizence informution did you receive from short vave
redio operated by Jepensse in U.S.

A Th:t 1s not the responsibility of this section. Talk to Zrd Sec-
tion.

Q.22. How were communications with Japanese suomzrines?

A Vhis informetion came to War liinistry and vas distributed to all
sections,

we&c, doW successful vers you ia analyzinz comtunications from U. S.

A. ne could picc it up out could not iaterpret, Could tell in a
zenzrel vey oy volusie of traffic now much activity there ves dut
taey cid not vroadcsst often snouch to ve of resl help.

nd guidsnce of psrson-

b

%e2%4. What docunsnts or menuals for instruction
nel déid you heve?

A. -ons. We did aave a basic menusl explaining the anature oi cazll
sizns used by various typee of ehips. This manusl wes revised
from time to tiwe ¢8 necesseary.

w-20. What was your sreatest success in predicting future operetions?

Al la the Marsnulls operatioan we (ot word to the garrisons in tims
to be of some nelp thet taey snould prepers for an atisck. .ot
LUCh success ia other operstions. We A2G no success at =1l in
vne Indisn Ocsan Areas because we could not nssr during the day
wnen most treffic occurrad.

Qe26. ¥het wes the basis for tne prediction in tae Hersaalls camnpaignt

A, Bomoing grew intense. Both ship end esircraft volume of rsgio
trensmissions rose to o pesk, and we wers szole to pick uo a feyw
plain languege oroadcusts. I rememosr one sayiag Genzrel 0lgs
would errive shortly. I cennot say how long in advsnce tae
Marshalls rerrisons wers alerted, but it wee enouch to os of
nelp to them, We had some minor success in predicting tae lwo
Jina lendins. .

\ Q.27. What is your estimate of U,S. communication securitys
A Tae order of thne first four or five words in s Qiepsteh were
usually tae same in U.S. communicetions end suve sone By to type

of dispatea and importsnce,

2ﬂe repldity vith vaich eireraft codes changsd caused confusion
0 us. % TR

?: gipaﬁ?:? areas vers bypassed, it was impossinle to suoply ger-
I (=554 - .
sons with n:L code vooks, so e ned to use old onss, and this
vWeg very bod for our oum security
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Traanscript of Interrogation (Commendar 0ZAVA, Hidzo)
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%.28, tnat lisison dicd you have with .zvy Intselli-ence Heasdquarisrs
and Army G=21

A, I wes lisisoa officer and hed coastent lisison witn the &rd

& section (.rzval Iatslligzence) and upon occasioa, with tas eri;.
I occupied no sdvisery or clanning cepacity with tae asvy or
i ¢rmy intellizence,
- BND -
/




