
BE.ADQ,UARTERS 
U.S. STRaTEGIC ~OMBING SURVEY 

(P.li.C!FIC) 
C/ 0 POSTMASTER, S.A:N FBAI:l'CI SCO 

INTEBROG.~ION NO. (USSBS 202) 
(NAV NO. 50) 

l?la.ce: Tokyo 
Date: ~1 Oct. 1945 - l Nov. 1945 
Time: 1330 - 1700 0930-1200 

Division of Ori~in: N~vei Analysis Division. 

Subject: ~ircraft Availability @.nd Loss Reports. 

Personnel interroge.ted and back~round of each: 

-Commender FUK..lUA.IZU, IJM, is en officer of the Regular Navy with 
17 yee.rs service. From December 1941 to June 1942 he we.s @. ~ember 
of the supply et~ff of the 21st Air Flotilla at Formosa. Fro~ June 
1942 to Janu2.ry 1943 he w::is on tho supply st?.ff of the Sonthwest 
.Are~. Fleet. He wes in che.rge of the let section of the 1st cl.opa.rt
ment of tho Koku Hombu, concerned with P.ircrAft distribution r(lcords 
from Je.nu~r.:r 1943 until the end of the wn. Ho is an ent-;inocr ~-nd 
is not a pilot. 

Where interroget~d: Rooo 340. Meiji Building •. 

Interrogetor: Lt. Comdr. R. P. Aikin, USNR. 

Interpreter: Mr. Fred O. Wooc'~rough, Jr. 

Allied Officers Prasent: Robert Garrod, Lieut. US~'"R. 

SUMM.ARY 

Commander Fll'KiJfIZU had prepared e ~raph on which were pl~tted: 
(1) Annual OVE'rall naval aircraft -production ~nd w~.stage totals fror.1 
December 1941 to A~'""Ust 1945. (2) .Annual n~vl;\l aircraft production 
and wa~t~~e tot~ls by ~lane type, i.e. fiehters, bombers, (torpedo and 
ctive), medium bombers, bake., floe~t planes, flyin~ boats, lP.nd based recce. 
pl?.nes. tr~iners ~nd trensports. 

Oor.,me.nder FU.KAMIZU F.!lso ha.cl prep?.rect a chart breaking down Wa.f1Stage 
tot~ls by Ci) Months from December 1941 to August 1~45. (2) Cause, i.e. 
combat ?.na. non-combat losses P.nd (3) Principal cempaigns. The monthly 
totals coincide with those plotted on tho greph~ 

The J?.tt::,chect interrose.tion conc'.ucted over a two day period 
ee:t~'t-1i.!ilhQ-C -tho bG.cds on which·the 5 re-,ph a.nclr cllE'.rt were prepared.· 

202 - l -

I -- .... · - DEC·LASSWIE.fi 

. p.ut)lerity ,-J.vl> s :I ct:u__ l 



Q,. 

A. 

Q,. 
A. 

Q,. 
A. 

Q,. 
A. 

A. 

TRANSCRIPT 

Did you assemble the reports yourself'?· 
Yes. An assist~t-helped me pre~are the chart on monthly losses, 

·but the production and lnss graph I made m.vself. 

Is the monthly loss chart the official reply 16 Nav. Memo. No. 
18 submi ttea. throttgh the Navy Liaison Office? 
No. I understand tha.t is being prepared by officers in the 
Gunreibu. 

Are you familiar with aircraft p-o·duction ,f'j.guIPe-s. as well as losses? 
No. I accepted Capt. Terai 1s (Giinreibu) figures on production. 
(Note: Aircraft production totals graphed coincide exactly With data 
furnished FE.AF by Gunreibu officers and published in F.Ed Intelligence 
Memorandum No. 22; the production totals Rlso are the same as those 
furnished FE.AF - see Intelligence Memorandum No~ 28 - by General 
Endo, former head of Air Ordnance Bureau of the Ministry of Mttnitions. 
The latter figures a.re the seme as those given to Comdr. Paul · 
Johnson~) 

l:i>w (iid you prepare the loss reports? 
On the basis of periodic plane availability reports received at 
least monthly and oocasionally more often, from the Air Fleets 
e.nd their subordlnete oor.imands. 

Do you have these reports? 
No, they were burned. 

Then, how could you construct the graph and ~hart of losses? 
l know the exact strength b~,. plSlle t:vpes of the J~-penese Naval Air 

Force at the beginning of eech fiscel year (April) end also the exac~ 
monthly production as well as the e~~roximate losses during ea.ch · 
cempaign and major action~ ·· -

What w~s. the purpose of the Air Fleets and their subordinate commands 
sending by d~spatch and mail plane availability and loss reports 
to the 1st Section of the 1st Dept. of Xoku Hoobu? 
~hey were sent to my denartment tor two reasons: (1) To make the 

figures of losses available to-the Minister of the Navy, and (2) 
tn order to oarry out my duties. When tbe Gunreibu directed the· 
Gene~al Affairs Department (Somu :Bu) of the Koku Hombu to supplf 
tactice.l and training units witn aircre..ft, it was the function 
of 'trf3' department to determine from whe.t source such additional 
aircraft we~e to be obtained, i.e. civilian factories and/or 
navel. ar~enals, det>ots or other taotical or training COJlll?lands. 

Accordingly, to ao~omplish its miesion,,my section was furnished 
with monthly a.nd other periodto plane availability report·a fff all 
tactical and training commands. This was neoeseary ~b that we could 
know from what sou.roe eirora£t.would be availabli tor suppJ.y to 
tactical oQnunands. · 

R.egarding your J.oes and. production chart, how were the exact lose 
figures• ehown on tbe ~ra-ph, obtAined? 

We ~o-;,, the eae.et annul prQduction figures throughout the war 

and the exa~t atre~gth of the IJNAF at the end Qf eac~ fisoal year 
(31 Mare~)~ Py subttaQting the tQtal strengtn at the end of the 
fisoel yeer from the s'UJn of the same f~gt1re for the ~t$.rt of the 
preceding year and the total yee.re production, w~ a;rri ve at e.n 
exact annual loss ftgure, 

.µe tlle prQduetten ftgures represent actue.l e.cce-pta.nces by the Navy? 
t dent t kn.~w. Howevef, 1 t is my ~pint on th~.t only pla.nee actually 
aceepted by t~e Navy ate included in the production flguree. Durt~g 
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the first part of the ~a.r,. ~.11 ple.nes- produced wero considered Navy 

acceptances •. Tb:5:s pre.ctise was found to- be unsatiifectory and ~es 

:::.abandoned in 1944 - - August •. I believe.. From then on,. only accented 

aircraft are used in the production figures• ~ 

Q,. Why did you change your system of figuring productlon t'otals? 

A~ There , .. ,as a.}roroximately a 30 - 50 percent discrepanc~ between the 

r.1onthly aircraft factory production figures and the actual number 

of drcraft the Navy accepted •. 

Q.. Whet were the raasons for the rej'ections?· 

A. ~ircrpft were not accepted when they f~iled to meet Navy ppeoifica~tons~· 

There were some minor defects, modifications, edjustments, additional 

equipment to be added (belly tanks for over-water ferrying) etcetera&• 

Some of the eirora.:ft had to be returned to the fBctor~ for es long 

as a month to corr~ct these deficiencies. 

Q,. . '.liow were these rejections listed in your ave.ila.bili ty reports?' 

A. Such aircre.ft ,.,ere not subsequently included in the following month 1s 

factory production figures. However,. e.t the end of the fiscal 

year tn Me.roh, rejected aircraft were deducted from that mQnth' s 

airc~e£t ~roduction figure in order to close the yearly records ~nd 

carrieu over into the following fiscal year, 

Q. Do production f1.~es include both aircrpft p~oduced by Ne:vy ~ssenals 

and civilian factories? 
A. Yea, both are included •. 

Q. The 1944 production is graphed ~t 14,178 aircraft, whereas 

-previous informa.tion obtained from tho Gunreibu e.nd Munitions 

ministry shows a tot~l of 13,418 •. Which is correct? 

A. The lower fi~nire does not include the OKA. (Baka Bo~b~ 
~ ~ 

Q..-. Were aircraft requirements, established. by Gunreiw,· generally 

met? 
~... +I). the ma.jori ty of ce.see t the factory orders were not fulfilled in 

the specifi~d time limit. After u. s. bombings became intensive,· 

this situ.ation worsened. Generallf epeaking, orders for stimderd 

atrcre£t models (ZEXES, KATES etc.) were more easily met. Orders 

for the newe~ types, (FRMTOES, MYRT ete~) were often 30 to 50 per.,. 

cent inconrolete by t~e time specified in the CQntract, 

~- What ts your estlmete of in-transit losses of aircre£t being ferried 

from depots to tactical units? 

A. .A.ppro~ime:tely 3 to 5 percent tbroUgbout the war,. In the earlf 

part of the we..r, the great dis ta.noes to outlying be.see was the main 

factor in ferrying losses. Tow~sd the end of the war the <U.stanoes 

tQ bases were sAortened b~t fltght personnel were l~ss experienced. 

The -percents~e of losses rems.ined fairly conste.nt, 
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HEADQUARTERS 
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SUdVEY 

(PACIFIC) 
c/o POSTNlASTE~, SAN FRANCISCO 

TI~TEitiiOGATION NO. (USSBS NO. 202) (Supplement) 
NAV NO. 50 

Division of Origin: Naval Analysi~ Division 

Subject: Aircraft Availability and Loss Reports., 

Personnel Interrogated:- Commander J. FUKAMIZU, IJN 

RESTRICTED 

'fhe attached charts supplement Interrogation No. USSBS 202 (NAV No. 50) ., 

l, Annex A, a graph on which is plotted annual overall naval aircraft 
production and wastage tota]s from December 1941 to August 1%.5, and corres
ponding fiiures for plane ty~es is attached. 

2, Jill!lex B, a chart breaking down wastage totals by (a) Mgnths from 
December 1941 to August 1945. (b) Cause, i.e. combat and non-combat and (c) 
Principal camp~igns or actions. 
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ANNEXA TO 
u.s_.s.B.s 202 lNAV. N0.50l 

NOTES 
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':IA W/IR. · NO TE NLIMBER OF PLIINES £%PENDED 
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The erythrocyte sediroentat·1on rate: The normal sedimen-

tation rate is fro~ 1 to 10 m.m. This rate is increased in 
I 

all cases of malnutrtiin ( in the absenc·e of tuberculosis or 

0ther infecti0n). It may inrirease to 25 to 50 m.m. 

dhanges in general appearance: 

appearance. Skin tergor becomes poor. 

Young men have an aged 

Cold Hands and Feet. This is common and is due entirely 

to a lack of calories. It is very difficult to get these 

patients warm. 

Inability to ab$orb and Utilize food eaten. 

Lack of resp0nse to environment. Pat&,nts become apathetic~ 

and, to varying degrees, insensible to pain. 

The Navy supplies V~tamin ~ and B concentrates to its 

personnel, as well as tablets containing the vitamin B oomplex 

or the vitamin B onmplex plus vitamin C. Tablets or pills 

oontaining vitamin C alone are not s~pplied • 
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