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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, = SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION MO, (USSBS 202) Place: Tokyo
(¥AV NO. 50) _ Date: 1 Oct, 1945 ~ 1 Nov, 1945

Time: 1330 - 1700 0930-~-1200
Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.
Subject: aircraft Availability and Loss Revorts.
Personnel interrogated and backsround of each:

Commender FUKAMIZU, IJN, is an officer of the Regular Navy with

17 years service. From December 1941 to Junec 1942 he was 2 member
of the supply st=ff of the 2lst aAir Flotilla at Formosa. From June
1942 to January 1943 he was on the supply staff of the Sonthwest
Ares Fleet. He wes in cherge of the lest scction of the lst dovart-
ment of the Koku Hombu, concerned with sircraft distridbution records
from Jenusry 1943 until the end of the wer., Ee is an enginecr =nd
is not = pilot,

\/\

Where interrogated: Roon 340, Meiji Building,.

Interrogator: Ly, Comdr, R. P. Aikin, USNR.

Interpreter: Mr. Fred C. Woolrough, Jr.

Allied Officers Present: DRobert Garred, Lieut. USHR,
. SUMHARY

Commander FUKAMIZU hac prepared & graph on which were plrtted:
(l) Annuel overall naval aircraft production eond wastage totals from
December 1941 to Ausust 1945, (2) Annual navel aircreft production
and waetsge totals by plane type, i.e. fichters, bombers, (torpedo and
dive), nedium bombers, baks, floast planes, flying boats, lend based recce.
Plenes, treiners =nd trensports, '

Commender FUKAMIZU also had prepsred a chart breasking down wastage
totals by (1) Months from December 1941 to August 1945, (2) Cause, il.e,
combat snd non-combat losses snd (3) Principal campaigns. The monthly
totals coincide with those plotted on the grevh,

The stt-ched interrozetion conducted over a two day period
esteblichoo -the basis on which- the grephk and chert were prepared,
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TRANSCRIPT

Did you assemble the reports yourself?
Yes, 4n assistant helped me prepare the chart on monthly losses,
‘but the production and less graph I made myself,

Is the monthly loss chart the official reply ¥ Nav. Memo. No.
18 submitted through the Navy Liaison Office?

No. I understand that is being prepared by officers in the
Gunreibdbu,

Arve you familiar with aircraft production figures as well as losses?
No. I accepted Capt. Terai's (Gunreibu) figures en production.

(Fotes Aireraft production totals grephed coincide exactly with data
furnished FEAF by Gunreibu officers snd published in FEAE Intelligence
Memorandum No., 22; the production totals also are the same as those
furnished FEAF - see Intelligence Memorandum No, 28 - by General

Endo, former head of Air Ordnance Bureau of the Ministry of Munitions,
The latter figures are the same as those given to Comdr. Paul
Johnson, )

Bw ¢id you prepare the loss reports?

On the basis of periodic plane availability reports received at
least monthly and occasionally more often, from the Air Fleets
and their subordinste commands,

Do you have these reports?
No, they were burned,

Then, how could you construct the graph and chart of losses?

I know the exact strength by plane types of the Japanesse Naval &ir
Force at the begimning of esch fiscel year (April) and also tho exact
monthly production as well as the zpproximeste losses during each
campalgn and major action,

Phat was the ﬁurpoee of the Air Fleets and their subordinate commands
sending by dispatch and meil plane availability and loss reports

 to the 1st Section of the lst Dept. of Koku Hombu?

They were sent to my department for two reasons: (1) To make the
figures of losses evailable to the Minister of the Navy, and (2) .
in order to carry out my duties. When the Gunreibu directed the
General Affairs Department (Somu Bu) of the Koku Hombu to supply
tacticel and training unite with aircraft, it was the function
of my department to determine from what source such additional
aircraft were to be obtained, i.e. civilien factories and/or
naval areenals, depots or other tactical or training commands,
Accordingly, to accomplisk ite miesion,.my section was furnished
with monthly and other periodic plane availability reporis of all
tacticel and treining commands, This was necessary #0 that we could
¥now from what source eircraft would be available for supply to
tactical commands, '

Regarding your loss end production chart, how were the exact loss
figures, shown on the graph, obtained?

We know the essct &nmual production figures throughout the war
and the exact strength of the IJNAF at the end of bach fiscal year
(31 Mareh). Ey subtracting the total strength at the end of the
fiscel year from the sum of the same figure for the start of the
preceding year and the total yeers production, we arrive at en
exact annual loss figure,

Yo the production figures represent acturl ecceptances by the Navy?
I don't know, Howevef, it is my epinion that only plenes actually
acecepted by the Navy afe included in the production figures, Durtng
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the first part of the war, 2ll vlsnes produced wore considered Navy
acceptances. This prectise was found to be unsatdsfectory and was
sabandoned in 1944 — — August, I beliove.. From then on, only accepted
aireraft are used in the production figures, )

Q. hy did you change your system of fizuring production totals?

A, There was sporoximetely a2 30 - 50 percent discrepancy between the
monthly =sireraft factory production figures and the actual number
of aircraft the Navy =accepted..

Q. Whet were the réasons for the rejections?

A, Airersft were not accepted when they failed to meet Wavy ppecificatbions,

There were some minor defects, modifications, edjusiments, addisdional
equipment to be added (belly tanks for over-water ferrying) etcetera.
Some of the asircraft had to be returned to the factory for as long
as a month to correct these deficiencies.

Q.  Bow were these rejections 1isted in your aveilability reporta?’
4. Such aircreft were not subsequently inclided in the following month's
foctory production figurcs, However, gt the end of the fiscal

year in March, rejected aireraft were deducted from that month's
aireraft production figure in order to close the yearly records and
carrieg over ihto the following fiscal year,

Q. Do production figures include both aircraft produced by Nevy ersenals
and civilisn factories?
4, Yes, both are included..

Q. The 1944 production is graphed at 14,178 atreraft, whereas
previous information obtained from the Gunreibu end Munitions
ministry shows a totel of 13,418.. Which is correct?

A, The lower fisure does not include Ehe OKa, (Beka Bombd
hd b

Q.. Were aircraft requirements, established by Gunreidu, generally
net?

A, 1In the mejority of ceses, the factory orders were not fulfilled in
the specified time limit. After U. S, bombings became intensive, -
thie situation worsened. Generally speaking, orders for standerd
aircreft models (ZEKES, EATES etc,) were more casily met. Orders
for the newer types, (FRANCES, MYRT ete.) were often 30 to 50 pere
cent incommlete by the time specified in the contract.

Q. VWhat is your estimete of in~trensit losses of aircreft being forried
from depots to tectical units?

A, Approximetely 3 to 5 percent throughout the war, - In the eerly
part of the wer, the great distances to outlying bases was the main
factor in ferrying losses. Towerd the end of the war the distances
+0 bases were ghortened but flight persaonnel were less experienced.
The percentsge of losses remeined fairly constant.
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‘ , RESTRICTED
HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BQMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS NO. 202) (Supplement)
NAV NO. 50

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division
Subject: Aircraft Availability and Loss Reports..

Personnel Interrogaﬁed{ Commander J. FUKAMIZU, IJN

The attached charts supplement Interrogation No, USSBS 202 (NAV No. 50)».

1. Annex 4, a graph on which is plotted annual overall naval aircraft
production and wastage totals from December 1941 to August 1945, and corres-
oondlng flgures for plane tynes is attached.

2, - amnex B, a chart breaking down wastage uotals by (a) Menths from
December 1941 to August 1945. (b) Cause, i.e. combat and non-combat and (c)
Principal campaigns or actions. ,
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ANNEXA TO
JAPANESE NAVAL A/C PRODUCTION & WASTAGE USSBS 202 (NAV. N0.50)
DECEMBER 1941 TO AUGUST 1945
CLASSIF AIRCPAFT  TYPES
CATION TOTAL FIGHTERS, CARRIER BASED TORPEDO & DIVE BOMBERS,| SEAPLANES, FLYING BOATS, NOTES
LAND BOMBERS, OKA SCOUT B PATROL PLANES TRANSPORTS & TRAINERS
18000 - 6000 6000
17400 5800 5800
18800 /8600 5600 THE NUMBER
16200 5400 5400 OF OUT PUT.
15600 820 s 5200 THE NUMBER
15000 5000 / 5000 OF LOSSES.
14400 T 4800 / 4800
13800 7 4800 70 4600| THE NUMBER OF LOSSES
13200 4400 4400| INCLUDES THOSE LOST
12600 /1l 4200 [ a200| BY NATURAL WEAR.
12000 / \\ 4000 " / 5o ‘\ v 4000| THE NUMBER OF LOSSES
3667 FOR THE YEAR 1945
:;:zz 7 ] :;;”2 T '::zz SHOWS THOSE LOST
+ UP TO THE END OF
10200 /i ios0 3400 rarens | . \ 3400| THE WAR IN OUR
wess /[y \ \ / , COUNTRY INCLUDING
9600 T 14 3200 \W 17 3200| £oRMOSA AND KOREA,
9000 1 L \\ 3000 N L b 3000| EXCEPT THE OGGUPIED
8400 / // ‘\l 2800 ’ \ 2043 \“‘ c:: ;l::wn \::“ ::;:oo /,Lzew 2800| TERRITORIES.
7800 / 7 ‘ 2600 p \\ \ / \ 2600
7200 ; ! 2400 L ' F‘“ 2418 2400
ssoo / II ‘\\ 2200 / II ‘ \\ / {257 \ 2200
\ ]
6000 [ foee 1\ 2000 / T \ W1/ . oo / \ 2000
3400 / ,’ \ 1800 ; LAND BOMBIERS \ \ \ 4820 / “\ / \ 1800
7 747 7 T
4800 [ \ 1600 - N\ fees | \ H \ [ \ 1600
4200 i ‘ 1400 / \X 1436 y \’ \\ / TRA|INERS \ 1400
!
3600 /1 ‘ 120 ! Y1 Ll X / \stt 1200
4 7 ".Tﬁ \ \,/ N
3000 [l 1000 ! AR [ \ sealgianes Lo\ | 1000
/ AT /1 969, { \ B \Ts?e “‘b( 7\" a70 \ 970
, I \ , PJATROL |AND . 88>
2400 7 800 R L= U o 77 ms\ 717 7 ] 800
1800 /. soo}—-H—A4—~ Bra) Yeso L A 608 600
/ | AV \ sssf )’ i -
1200 5551~ 400 '35.]'5 ol'/ ] :u \3., /;ez 33% ,, 400
6oof’ 200]asof <" e : - , 200
8 of ez~ -1-70 "—arl;s 2.,4”[3"“ A\ A 0
NO. 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1941 1942 1943 1944 1948 | 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 | 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 | YEAR ,"05‘;,';:5;,":‘;;;“')““ ( FROM
vea YEAR YEAR _YEAR YEAR It Faow abk. To UAV'>2
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ANNEX B 70
USS LS. 202
(VMAv. No. s0)

COMBAT LOSSES

PLANES [APENDED ~ OPEPRATIONAL LOSSES

WUMBER OF

NOTE

DEC 4] To Aya’4+s

VPANESE NAVAL AIRCRAFT LOSSES
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The erythrocyte §edimen§étion rate: The norma2l sedimen-
tation rate is from 1 to 10 ﬁ.m. This rate is increased in
all cases of malnutrtiin (in the absence of tuberculésis or
nther infectinn). It may indrease to 25 to 50 m.m.

Changes in general appearance: Xoung men have an aged
appearance. Skin tergor becnmes poor. )

€Cold Hands and Feet. This is common and is due entirely
to a lack of calories. It is very difficult to get these
patients warm.

Inability to abgorb and utilize food eaten.

Lack of response to environment. Patgéants become apathetic.
and, to varying degrees, insensible to pain.

The Navy supplies Vitamin /i and B éoncentrates to its
personnel, as well as tablets containing the vitamin B eomplex
or the vitamin B éomplex plus vitamin G. Tablets or pills

oontaining vitamin C aioné are not supplied.





