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HE.ADQUhRTERS 
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBI NG SURVEY 

(PACIFIC) . 
C/0 POSTMi.S'fER, Sr.N Ffu.NCISCO 

Place: Tokyo I NTERROG1-,.TION NO. (USSBS 195) 
NAV. NO . 46 Date: 27 October 1945 

. Division of Origins Naval Analysis Division. 

Subj e ct : Battle of G U.ADALCAN.AL - MIDW...,.Y - MUNDi . and R.,.B1-.UL. 

Personnel interrogated and ba.ckground of each : 
Li eut. Comdr. s . ,YUNOKl, IJN. Main battery Fire Control 
director ·:m HIEI (BB) at Bc,ttle of GUJ.D.n.LC.t..NAL 12-14 Nov
ember 1942. Gun:1ery Officer on DD at Battle of M]DWls.Y, 
escorting transports. Gun·1.ery Officer, MUND.1. Februe.ry -
June- ·1 943. 

Wher e interviewed: Room 340, MEI.JI Building. 

Interrogator : Captc,in C. Shands, USN. 

Interpreter: Lieut. Comdr. D. Bartlett, USNR. 

~llied Officers Present: N~ne. 

SUMMARY 

(a) HIEI r eceived about 85 hits from cruisers during night battle 
at GUl.D.i",.LChNli.L, 12-13 November 1942. Dive- bombed end torpedoed 
d~ring nex t day. Sank from damage and scuttling night 14 November. 

(b) Transports r eceived one unsuccessful high horizont~l-bomber 
a ttack late a fternoon 3 June. No hits but~posslble minor super
structure dam2ge from one near miss. Night attack from a seeplane . 
One tr~.nsport deme.ged but not sunk. About 1000 Marines destined 
t o occupy Si.ND I SLiJ'ID and 1~00 ,1.rmy for E1 ... STERN ISLJ...ND. Tre.ns
ports joined main body 2nd r e turned Jr.P.1.N following carrier be etle. 

(c) MUND1-1 [:.nd KOLOMB1.NGi.Rh Field used for st::.ging ple.nes in att ac.ks 
on GU1-,.DJ.LCJ.NAL . MUND.ii. under constant bombing 2ttacks by dive and 
torpedo-bombers from GUr..Di.LCAN.AL. Food nnd ammunition dumps reg
ularly destroyed. Runways d&rnaged but r epeirable . KUROSHIO 2nd 
OYASHIO (DDs) sunk by dive-bombers while Rss isting KAGERO (DD) 
wnfch was sunk by mines . KIRIGAWA MARU su,nk by dive-bombers off 
VELLA L1NELLJi.. MI NEGUJO t,nd MURhSAME (DDs) sunk by cruisers in 
night cction. Mine s i n vicinity of MUNDA s eriously effected supply 
lines. Henvy bombersct>.m~ge RnBhUL l anding strip; dive-bombers dam
age supply ships. 
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TRANSCRIPT 
i 

Transcript of Interrogation (Lieuto Comdr. YUNOKI, s ., IJN) - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - -, - - - - - -
GUADALCJ.NAL 

Q. Whet wo.s y-:)Ur mission nt the Bnttle of GUb.DJ,.LCANAL, 12-14 Nov
ember 1942? 

A• I was Fire Control Director for the main batte ry on the HIEI 
(BB) which w2s Vice ..t-idmir2cl 4.BE I s fl c:.g_ship. We were le 2.ding 
the kIRISHI M~ and were supposedto bombard the airfield, but 
when we snw your ships w6 bombr,rded them inste2d. We think 
we sc.nk sever o.1 1 but we h2d special ammunition for the field 
s o wer e not too sure . 

Q. How m2.ny hi ts did you r eceive? 
, A. Ji.bout 85 hits 2bove the wo. t erline from cruisers c.nd dc: stroyers 

during the night action. No torpedo hits until the next day. 
We wer e hit by n number of c:ircraft torpedoes, but only three 
exploded. We r eceived dive-bomber hits s everal times during the 
d c.y. Ji.bout noon we wer e e. tt2.cked by 9 Boeing b,')mbe rs which wer e 
v ery high. Ther e may have been two groups of bombers. No hits. 

Q. Was the HIEI sunk ffi ~ result of the$e hits? 
A. No, it w~s scuttled during the night. Ne lost ebout 300 men out 

of 1300. 

Q. Wer e nny s hi ps sunk during the night of the 12th? 
J, . I don I t t hink so. We did not hnve r 2d2.r and when we turned on 

our search lights the Americcn cruisers concentr2t ed upon the 
HIEI , whi .ch was not · lost until the next night. 

Q. Before the HIEI sank, did it bombr.rd GU..-.D.nLC.nNLL? 
1 •• No, t he dr.mc.ge was too gr eat. Wb en it wr.s dnrk we transferred 

to destroyers . We went t o RJJ3i~UL then to TRUIC 

MIDWi~Y 

.n. What v,2.s your mission at MIDW..hY? 
Q. I was Gunnery Off icer on a destroyer, We escorted supply and 

troop tr2.nsports t o occupy MIDWi.Y. . 2nd Destroyer Squadron, 
JINTSU flagship. 12 destroyers &b6ut 15 trGnsports. i.bout 1000 
Marines ':rn r e to l and at Si.ND ISU.ND f.nd about 1000 b,rrny on 
Ei ... STERN ISLl.ND. There wer e nlso some engineers. 

Q. Wes your force ever a ttacked? 
A. Yes, it was ett2cke~ twice . The first time ~cs 

noon on 3 June, the d~y before the main b~ttl e . 
v.res cbout midni ght t he s r-.me night . 

the l a t e aft er
The second time 

Q. Wha t t ype of nttc.ck was it? 
A. The fi rst attack we.s from high horizontal B0cing bombers. It 

w2s a surpr ise attack. We wer e on c. straight course o.bout l Okts. 
We did not know t he bombers were ther e unttl the bombs exploded 
in the wr..ter. One bomb l anded close to a tr c::.nsport c.nd cri.u sod 
u litt l e superstruc ture damnge . I was s everly punished oecause 
we did not open fire until the bombs spl2shed, b~t we did not 
hc.ve r r.d o.r ~nd they were too high to e2.sil y see . No other hi ts 
made on our ships. 

Q, When was the second a ttack? 
1.. . J:..bout midnight the s ame day, r: senplane a. t tnck6d one of the 

transports. It was very low. We thought it dropped o torpedo. 
It hit one trensport a nd damnged it, but did not sink. The plane 
strafed killing a few men. 
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Transcript of Interrogetion (Lieut. Comdr. YUNOKI, s., IJN) 
- - - - - - ~ - - ~ ~ - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - -
Q. Who w&s in command of the Occup~tion Force? 
b. Vice ~dmiral KONDO. Re~r ~dmiral SHI~ISHI was Chief of Staff. 

Q. Where did you go vt1en you retired? 
Ji. We joined the main body which returned to J.i1.P.t~. Later the 

troops returned to SJ.l,IP .AN. 

MUNDil. - RbB.hUL 

Q. How me.ny fields did you hr.ve et MUND1~? 
i .• Two. One at MUND£1. nnd ':)Ile at KOLOMB . .b.NG.f~"'l,• We had 24 fighters 

• based there but they were all damaged a week after their arrival. 
After that, plenes did not bcse there. It w;s used to service 
planes from &..BL.UL r~fter c:ttacking GUADALS.Ai"\J'AL. 

Q. How mcny anti-aircr~ft guns did you have there? 
A. 18x75mm 50X25'mm, 20X40mm, single e.nd twin mounts. .ii large nu.m-

ber of the mnchine guns which gave better results [.gainst dive
bombers. We think we shot down about 300 plE1.nes d•1ring the 5 
month period beginning February. 

Q. 
.il.e 

Q. 1,.. 

Did you have any radar equipment? 
We hed none at Tu.L1JND.ii.. We received notice of your airplanes by 
r~dio from our spotters on other islands. 

How much demcge was caused by our bombing rcids? 
We were not often attacked by heavy-bombers at MUND~ but the· 
dive-bombers end torpedo-bombers made very serious cttacks. Food 
and ~mmuniti)n dumps were also constantly destroyed. Runways 
were badly dcmaged by raids but were usually fixed cgein within 
48 hours. 

Q. Were you present at MtlND.h ,·,hen any of tl-ie ship bombardments 
occurred? 

ob-, I left there 27 June 1943 and went to RAB.tlUL, but I was present 
during s~me. Th8y did not do much damage except to runways. 
Much damage there but was rep~ried in t,ij or three days. Men 

'becnme restless during shellingo 

Q. Were any ships sunk by aircraft during th~t period? 
A. Yes. In Mey 1943 the destroyer UGERO was sunk by min0s between 

KOLOMBANG1Jti,. and GIZO. The destroyers KUROSHIO and OYnSHIO went 
to help it but dive-bombers came out of a rain squ~ll and sank 
them at the same time. They didntt expect dive-bombers in such 
heavy rain. Tho MICHISHIO (DD) was badly demngod in the same 
attack. 

i-), small cr.rgo vessel was also sunk by dive .. bambers off the 
~ northern coost of VELLn. L11VELL.A about the same time. The trans

port IURIGAWA MJlRU was sunk by dive-bombers in early February 
1943.off East coast of VELLA LAVELLA. 

Q. Do you know of any ships sunk or damaged during the night 
surface e.cti0n in. that $tea! 

A. In March 1943, the DDs MINEGUMO and MOR.ilS.h.ME were sunk during 
a bombardment by your cruisers. That is ell I know about. 

Q. Did you sweep the mines ai'-ter they were laid? 
A, No, ~e hed no mine sweepers in that area. Because it was near 

GU.cJ).hLC.h.N.h.L, it would not have been safe to opere.te them. We 
s~w mines being laid by ships and planes but ceuld do nothing 
about ito It made it very diffioult to get s~~Plies. l had 
to leeve MUND-t,. in e. small wooden cargo b~at. 

195 ~3-



:.. 

, 

Transcript of Interrogation (Lieuto Comdr. YUNOKI, s., IJN) 

Q o Die. you he.Ye sufficient supplies to continue fighting? 

A. Vlhen I left ~TIJND.A in June 1943, we had about 3 m-=,nths fo~d 

supply but only about 1 mont~1s supply of anti-aircraft am

mun.i t.iono We expected you ·to •pccupy:.MUN"Da soono ~-i:e had ab- · 

out 12 000 men in the area but n-:,t much ammuni tic>no ,,fe lost 

about ~00 men on anti-airers.ft guns fr-:n strafing,· betv,een 

.?ebruary and June 1943. It was difficult to mainta.in anti

aircra.ft gun crew 1M.sc.ip.:t!i:ne. 

Q. Hovr effective 'fr-!as the bJmbing upon RABAUL? 

Ao I ue.s 'jnly there December 1943 to January 19440 The hori

zontal-bombers did damage to the runways because they carried 

more big bambso We couldn't fire machine guns at them because 

they were too high. We just had to sit and watcho The dive

b:Jmbers did SJme damage to the lan~1ing strips but n~t a.s much 

s.s big b:,mberso The dive-,-bombers did much damage t'J s:1ipping 

and ~upply- duD1ps o Strz.fing planes did s-:>me damage to machine . 

gun crews when they came in less than 1000 meterso 

Q~ How effecti,re were the ni~ht attacks? 
A. At llhB.aL1L they did ""tery little damageo At 1-J.TfND~ food dumps . 

v1ere burned o Los~ '11ore sleep than supplies. 

Q, Did ~rou hs.ve any Japanese Army pilots operating in that area? 

A .. Except d1J.ring the first wee.:c at K0Tu1)a when we ha.d only Na1ry 

pilots, there were no pilots there. Just landed and flew away 

again, Some Army pilots ,r,rer6 on K0L0LIB.ANG.AF!A but they did not. 

do much. · 
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