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U.S. STRATEGIC EOLEING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

C/0 FuSTLASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGLTION NO. (USSES 170) PLACE: TOKYO
NAV NO. 41 DATE: 26 Octoter 1945,

Division of Origin: Maval Analysis Division.
Subject: Tattle off SALAR, 23 - 26 October 1944,

Personnel interrogateéd and background of each:
Comizan¢er OTANO, Tonosuke, I.J.IV. ‘

. Corizancer OTANMO ic a Nezval Officer of 17 yeers
service, During this war he held = succession of staff posts,
principelly in Corzunications; In the Fattle of LEYTE Gulf he
was Operations Officer on the Staff of Vice Admiral KURITA, CinC
Second Fleet.

Where interviewed: iEIJI Building, Room 748,
interrogator: Lt. Cormancer Jemes L. FIELD, USNR.

Interpreter: Lt. Commander D., EATTLETT, USMR.
Allied Officer present: NONE

SUMMARY

The interrogrtion of Commancer OTANI supplements
end confirms those of Vice Admirel KURITA end Re=r Acwirel KOY-
ANAGI.

1, Little new meterial is brought forth. It.is of inter-
est primarilv to those concerncé with the cetalls of tho Naval
Fattles of October 1944,
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TRANSCRIPT

Qe What was your position an¢ éuty on Admiral KURITA's Steff?
A I was Staff Operation Officer. I would originallvw rekc
the Operation Plans end submit them to the Senior Staff Officer
and then to the Chief of Staff; we three mede up the plans and
subrzitted them to the Admiral for iis approval.

Qe What type of duty did you have with the 12th and 5th Air
Scuadron?

By I specialized in comi.unication while I wess with the 5th
£ir Squedron, I was Staff Comiunication Officer, =~nd srme when
I wrs with the 12th,

Q. Did you heve any connection with comrunication while with
fémiral KURITA?
A, No, but neturally I was generally familier with the

comnurication plans.

Q. Do you feel that the torpedoing of ATAGO and the fact that
you had to chenge flagships inconvenienced the operstion?

A It did not interfere much with the operation because the
transfer was conpleted befor:s the battle. It had been ny opinion
that flagshirs should be battleships; so we haé nrinde sore npre-
peration on YALATO beforzhend. The Second Fleet in this oper-
ation hed planned to conduct a night battle anc¢ it was my

view that 2 rocdern bettleship is preferable es e flagship for
such operations. It haé setisfactory spesd, gun power,
comrunications, ete. The opinion of the senlor officers, tased
largely on tracition, was that cruisers skould be useé for flag-
shi~s, ané although I ¢id not egree I was unable to change their
minds until it hgppened that the ATAGO was sunk.

Qs In the treznsfer of the staff from the LTAGO were any ner-
sonnel lost, or anyprpers lost which interfercd with the oper-
ation?

fie The YAATO 2lready hac the important papers beforc they
sterted, A4s for personnel the main body of the staff was al-
rmost all saved end on the YAliiTO. They hoc¢ already the scscond
in comrané, the Couiancder of the First (Eattleship) Squadron s
and his staff aboard; so it went on very satisfactorily,

Qs On the 24th of October, you were attacked seversl tines by
our aircraft. What camere was inflicted on the various ships?
Ao We expected that in the beginning of the combat about 5C%
would be lost; but actuallv it was less than 50% on the 24th, so
we coulc proceed with the mission to LEYTE., YANATO received two
bomb hits and two near misses. The two near misses rade a big
hole in the bow. The hole was much lerger then we thought ot
the tiie., The two hits were forwarc on deck 2nd not much damage
to apeak of, only the anchor windlass was rut out of coxmission,
MUSASHI received 1° torpncdo hit which exploded and three which
¢id not, and 40 dive borbs. I did not gec, but thet is accord-
ing to reports. Casuslties are as follows: The Captein was
killed and szbout 1/2 or 2/3 of the crew lost., The speed drop-
ped to 12 knots, she hed to fall out of formntiorn znd reccive
continuous attacks. As for LYCKC the extent of the dansnge

is still unknown to nizy but theyhed to return to ERUVEI, liost
of her drrncge was caused ty bombts, I think.

o) Wiere any of thc other battlesliips hit ot 211%

L. 1 aw rot quite certain., ALt soretiie curing the operation
T think NAGATO ond KONGO and HARUNA each received one borb hit,
NLGATO wes hit inthe corrunications room, I think this was on :
the 24th anc they hac¢ some trouble vith corrunicetions there:
after. I am quite sure this (arege to NMiGLTO occurred on the
24th; but I do not know cbout the der~ge to other ships, nor
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the cates when they werc ccmaged.

Qe VWere any cruiscrs aside from MYOKO or any destroyers dam-
aged on the 24th?

Ao 1 do not think so.

0. on the 24th did you enect to havc protective fighter cover

furnished from shore tases? :

A, We did not plan to hcve any protection from the fighters
because we never thought we would nesef eny. There were no plans;
therefore, there wes no protection frowm the fighters. However
we hecard theat your attacks on the MANILA Area wcre intermitten%
and not very severe; therefore, we sasnt a ncssage requesting
fighter coversge. However, nonc appearcc.

Qs Did you have a special radio chenrel for the purpose of
recquesting figh. ter cover?
B We ha¢ two or tkrce padio chcnncls setup espzeizlly for

corrunication ktetwcan oursslves and LLNILA anc the Task Force
(Ldmiral OZAWL) ord the shore bsscd plenes, and elso Conritincd
Fleet HeaCquarters. The corpunicetion vlan was very cerefully
nede 2t the stert of the opersation, since we were awcre of the
irporterce of iaintaining sccurate coorcdinetion.

Qe Did you ever sec any Jopenese plenes on the 24th?
A Mo planes were sighted.
0 Whet information dié¢ you rcceive on the 24th from Adwirals

0ZAWA, NISEIMURL, =nd SEIMA?

A Mo informetion from 0Z.WA'S Forcc enc we thought their
force wss doing whet they should have done. We received a
message from NISEILURA'S Forcec to the effect tihat they hac been
rttercked by 2C seroplanes, but we thought That this force was
also procccding according to planse. .We roeoived no report
from SHILA'S Force =nd ncver paid nuch sttention to him. W,
received 2 message from fdmiral NISHILURL thot they were going
to meke their =n-rosch about 2 o'clock on the morning on the
25th zlthough the plan was carefully sct up in the beginning
of the operation thet they would approsch one hour before day-
breck on the 25th 2t the cerliest, and from this we thought
that Admiral MISEILU?: was taking the manrer too lightly, We
received this message lr-te in the afternoon on the 24th at
which tire it was too late to ordcr hir to conform to the ori-
ginal plan.

Qe On the 24th, in thc afternoon, your force turrmed west and
then again ecst; whet time dicé you turn west?
Ae We turned¢ west atout five, although we had considered

it first at oiout one or two o'cloek and it wes less than 30
minutes before we sgein turncé to the cestward, The message
was sent to Acmiral TOYODA thst we were reversing course ten-
porarily a little after five. Before Adriral TOYODA could have
receivec the message that Admirel KURITA was moving westward
temporarily, we recciveld e mesesage frov Aduiral TOYODA to pro-
ce6d with the eastiaré operation. We on the staff were sure

at et tire *hot Adudral TOYODL could not heve our original
ressage.

Q. Did you turn esstiaré in resvwondence to the order?

fis We turncé eastwerd immedirtely upon rcceipt of TOYODA'S
nessege.

o Before this messags errived from TOYOL., whet had been
your plans?

b fonirel KURITA'S intention was not to abandoen the boattle,
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but just to avoid the immedite zction. The lanc-based aero-
planes would not give ruch protection ané, by sending that message
to the effectthet it was necessary to avoid the atteck by turning
to the westward, we thought that this mescage night bring protec=~
tion from land-tased planesi The same messcge "B was ‘sent to
Lériral TOYODA was also sent to A¢rirals FUKULOME and OMISHI

at LANILA.

Qs What informetion did you have of the location of our
forces on thc afterrioon of the 24th?

A Mo intelligencc ceme in through the lané-based planes be-
ecuse, os we thourht, the weather east of LUZON was poor. We
thought that there were o total strength of one large Task
Force distributed in three groups, with two very close to shore
off LALOYF ELY 1 LUZON) oné onc off the entrance of SiN EERNARDINO
STRAIT. This information, I remember, did not come from the
land-based pl:res on LUZON, since we suggested to the land-
base ai heaiitarters that the enemy might be in the position
just described end that they should sttack.

Q. No information fron Admiral ONISEI?
A No.

Q. By the time the force reached SiN EERNARDINO STRAIT was
fatigue becoming cevident among your pcrsonncl?

A, They were very tired, but they were excited by the antici-
pation of the battle =zgeinst the American Force en¢ overcame
theilr fotigue.

Q. Did you expect to heve to fight your way out of the Btraits?

A. We expected it and it wes o metter of grive concern.
Q. What forces werc expected there?
A, We feared before we rede any formation that there would

be subrarines and also we night be caught ty U.S. surface force

which woulé give us a hard time in night action. To nake it
worse, we hac no informetion on this crea fror scout plenes,

Q. What conclusion did you drew fror: the fret that you came
through unopposed from thc lezck of Americen Torces?
A We thought we would meet your forces beforc we reesched

the southern enéd of SALLR.

Qe Whet size of typc of force did they expcet to meet?

L. We could not judge. Y%e thought that all your cerriers
would withéraw to the eastward and sup~ort your surfacc force;
and so we thought that they would meet your surfece strength,
but not so much superior to ours.

Q. What was your own opinion of your ehances of success when
you were off SALAR heeding south to enter the Gulf?
A. My personal opinion was that we w~ulé be corpletely des-

troyed before finishing with LIYTE GULF, but would do some
danage.

Q.  Was the originel plan, after the bettle inside of the Gulf,
to retire tre way you came or by SURIGAO STRLIT?
Lo Through SURIGLO.

Q. When éié you first sight U.S. forces?

A, It was sbout 0645, It was beforc we had completed the
exccution of order to change from night formetion to ring for-
rration, that the sighting occurrad. The order to change the
'formation had been given at 0530,
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At first, we thought it was a Task Force of five or six carrlers,
four or five hecvy cruisers, end appropiate screen anc that
there were no bottleships; but wc received a report from the
look-outs that there was onc tattleship in the éisposition.

Q. What type of carriers did you relieve they were?
Lo We gave that guestion nuch consicderation, but never fully
nade up our iinds, We found ourselves perplexec¢ by your car-
riers beccuse they dic not correspond to their photographs,

and first we thought that thnay were reguler cerriers; but after
the battle, we decided that they were auxiliary or converted
carriers., flso we received word frow: the tops that there was
enother formation, anc. ot thet time we wondcred 1f wé were

not confronted by 12 or 13 cerricrs in allj but this was not es-

certained on the bridge.

Q. Wes there myattenpt to ampage ir battle with the second
group? : :

A First, we would encounter the first group, and then ®ke on
the second.

Qs What cdarage did you inflict upon the first group you enga-
ged?

i) One carrier sunk, one light cruiser, one hecevy cruiser and
one destrouyer. Thére was sore confusion betwecnthe high gun-
nery control platform and the bridge. There may have beena
repeat report which was vndcretood as two carriers sunks the
bridze concluded that on. carrie- was sunk. ALgain fron later
reports which nay have contained duplication, we concluded that
we had sunk four cerriers, two or three cruisers and two or
three destroyers. That wos the total result of the day., I now
think this is rather accurcte, and from & renort of search
planes at about X000, we received irforiction that one battleship
wes severely dameged anéd decd in the water.

Q. In this dction against the first Task Force, dic you have
any assistance fro:: lend-based planes?

Q. Did you know that your shore-based planes attecked the
surviving units of that forée chortly after you broke off the
action? . .

A. No, I never knew that.

Q. Why did you let any of that Task Force escape?

A, First, fuel; gdecond, we had poor corrunicaetion with our
cruisers and couldn't see what ihey were doing; tHird, we inter-
certed a mesbage whier called for reinforcements and Ehe re=-
ply indicating reinforcement of planes not before one or two
hours.

Q. What speed did you estireste our Tosk Force was neking in
the retirement?

Ae 30 knots or nofe, and we could not closethe range.
Q. Did they find the use of smoke by our force a serious
hindrance? '

he Yes, very effective. The sriokc wes made very'quickly and. the
use of srioke was very skillful.

Qe Did the Japarese Force sustein secrious cdamage fror our
counter stteek thet worning? ©
Lo Notring serious from surfoce ships, 102 KM dud in the

rice locker of YLIILTO,
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Q. Were any of your ships hit by torpedoes frow our destroyers?
fie No, but the attack was very effective in trat it caused
confusion in our disposition anc¢ deleyed our advance.

Q. vhet c¢amege from aircraft attack?

Lo One aeriel torpedo in the SUZUYA and one bomt in her tors

pedo rount. She wes heavily deroged all over cnd became unable
to navigete ané was sunk by JAPANESE torpedoes. The cruiser
CHOKAI wes so cezraged from air sttack and perhaps also by gun-
fire as to be stopped and I believe that it wes later sunk by
JAPLNASE torpedo., The CEHIKUINA was also sunk, her rahcuvering
ability having been cdaneged by borbs or torpedoes during the
battle. The KUi AMO, I rencuber, was the first to be camaged.
She reported that she could navigste, but could not fire, and
wes carly cdetached from the foriretion and sent to HANITA in ne-
coizpany with one destroyer.

Qs Were eany of the battleships dareged by air attacks?

A. I don't remberrber whether it was this day or not, but I
remerber seeing one issuing a2 greast deal of sroke. The ship that
received the least cdarage was FEAGURO; 211 others received nmore

or less dancge.

QIS What is your opinion of our air esttsck that rorning, well
executed or otlerwisc?
Le The attack wes alrost incessant, but the number of planecs

at any one inmstant wes fow, The boibers anéd torpedo planes
were very aggressive and skillful ancé the cooréination was
impressive; even in conpecrison with the great experience of
&hmeridan = cttack that we alrecady had, this was the most skill-
ful work of your plancs,

Q. itout 9:30 this engogement was ended., Whet di¢ you do
between this tire and the tirie you started north?

R Right after the britle we procecded west for 30 minutes
while ¢iscussing whether to go into the GULF 2s plesnned or whrt
to do. After the cdiscussion we cecided to go north and cngagé
the other fqrce,

Gl What tine did you start rorth?
As About one hour after brecking off the battle, atout 11
o'clock.,

@% What were your rcesons for cecciding to go north rether
then to enter the GULF?

his We hec¢ interepted your message concerning reinforcenernt .
We judged that your ships should heve levrgely gotten out from
the BAY, and we haéd heard at thres or four in the morning that
the supporting body of Admiral NISEIMUR. hacd been cbout wiped
out - the source of this message is not certaing it may heve
becen fror a surviving cestroycr or frow Acdmiral SHILNLA'S Force, -
so that the plan of coopcraotion had to be cbandoned.

Q. Are you sure vou heard thet news as esrly as 04009

Ao It was tefore the mesting anc battle and I an quite sure
that it was 2bout 0400, Then we sighted your forec off SLLAR
sorc of the men thought thet it wes our force; however, I Yot
that it could not be so tecause I hed¢ received the irformetion
about what had heppencd to Adriral NISEIIIRA. Our main mission
was to ctteck your Tesk Force znd so there was no purposc to go
inte the E.Y winere we would be cxposed to nir attack ir narrow
waters ené there wos nover a pert of the plan which contenplated
borberdricnt of the shore in the BAY. ;
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Q. ¥as it rore important to attack the Tock Force or the
Trensport Force?
Ao The targets for tiis operation were in the following

order of importence:
First, Carviers; second, tr-nsports, and third, surfece ships
of war.

Q. Did you believe at th-t time thet all trensports had left
the EALY?

A, We thought that only small landing boats remcined insicde
znd ghet the main body of trensports hod left the BAY. The

fact that this was four or five cays after the landing, rein-
forced this conclusion. We hsd no information on the status of
shipping in the BAY fror eny esirerzft. We hed word that one of
your forces was in about 17-30 N 125-30 E and we expected this
force to come south to help; therefore, if we went north we
would meet ther in the open sea, Llso, in order to ceceive

you since you expected us to enter LEYTE GULF, we concluded th-t
this northern novement would surprise you ond prevent a junction
of your forces. Up to thispoirt, fusl had not teen a serious
consideration, and sincec the distence to our tankers in the

SULU S BA fror a point east of LEYTE weos about the scme by which-
ever route we returned, it had mo bearing on the cecision to

go north.

Q. Was the whole staff cgreead that this decisiott was the

bast one?
A, There wes nb opposition.

Q. In the carly afternoon while vou werc north, you were a-
gain attacked bv our aircraft. Vhat deowmcge was done in these

attacks? :

A, I know of no specific derage that occurred in the after-
noon - it is possible tlaot core of thc damage prcviously men-

tioned occurrced in the =fternoon, but I do not think so.

Q. When you rcached the point cast of SAN EERNARDINO STRAIT,
whet dcterrined the cecision to turn west through the Streait?

A. A dispetch request frorm 0Zi:f. for assistance against your
Tesk Force in the north was rcceived but nevertheless we con=
cluded to enter becsus2 our fuol w-s running low, and sccondly
we did not cnnsider the SiN EERN/RDINO Forcc reody for night
sction owing to damege r:zceived during the doy. This reguest
from Admiral 0Zi¥a wes reccived about 1700.

Q. On the next day you werc acein attacked by a2ir in the
SIEUYAN SEi. Whet Caxage wes received?
A The cruiscr NOSLIRO rcceived onc torpedo and she beceore

unnevigeble, and shortly efter she received 2 lomb atteck and
sunk. I am not certain of the remcinder, but it may be thet
a dcstroyer wes also sunk then.

Qe These ettacks that hit the NOSHI®0 were fronm vhat type of
plenes?

L. Torpedo frou carricr plencs and borbs from cearrier plenes
- we believe thotthis attock was delivered at nexirur range ’
frow your Task Force.

Q. Loter in that day you were also attacked by four-engine
borbers » Whet darage was done by thon? '
As Only two very nesrmisscs at the bridge on both sides of

the Y.i ATO which caused severel casuclties, No d-onage t
other ships, i © any
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Q. How many four-engine borbers attacked you?

L Twenty four in all: six the first tire, six planes the
second tine and I think there werz 12 in a group that were rear
by; those two near nisses were done by the first six planes,

Q, Where do you think this whole operation broke down? Why
did it fail? .

A, I feel that from the very beginning that the operation
between the Task Force (0ZAW.) and the Surface Force (XKURITA)
and the Land-~Fased Air Torce wes bsd from the teginning.

Q. What do you feel caused this poor coordinstion?

fie Coordinetion between the Surfrce Force andthe (carrier)
Task Force was almost irpossible due to the restrictions on
comtivnication and the need for redio silence; therefore, the
plans for cooperation were not carried out, This lrck of
informetion fror OZAWA was one of the iain factors in the
feilure of the operstion, but perhaps the biggest frzetor was
the lack of protection fror our land-based air against your
(Carrier) Task Force, I feel a2lso th~t the original plan wes
to complex e#nd inflexible to work properly..
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