
HEADQUARTERS 
U o S o STRATEGIC E01:EIJ\TG SURVEY 

(PACIFIC) 
C/O F0STi.LA5TER, SAf'T FRi1'TCISCO 

INTE"'i'R.OG.ATIOW ~TO o (USSLS 170) 
NAV NOa 41 

PLACE: TOKYO 
DATE: 26 Octoter 1945. 

Division of Origin: t1ev~l Analysis Divj sion. 

Subject: E·e.ttle off SATuiAR, 23 - 26 October 1944. 

Personnel interrog2ted and background of each: 

Co~"!ander OTANO, Tonosuke, I .J a P. 
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was Operations Of~icer on the Staff of Vice Adlliiral KURITA, Cine 
Second Fleet. 
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SUMMARY 

The interTog~tion of Commancer OTANI supplements 
enc. confirms those of Vice Acr.:ir~l KTJRITb o.nd T--1e ~r Ac mirE'l KOY­
ANAGI. 

1. Little new nw.terie,l is b:rought forth. It, is of inter­
est pri1t.cril;r to those concerned with the eetcils of th:; Nevol 
Iettles of October 1944. 
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TRA}TSC:tl PT 

Q . Whnt wo. s your position ['110 duty on .AdL,irnl KURITA' e St 2ff? 
A. I wc s Staff Opcr2ti on Off icer . I would originnllv ~e.kc 
the Operation Plc:ns r-.nc, submit them to the Se_n i or StD.ff Off i cer 
E\nd then to the Chie f of Stoff; we three mr.d e up the plc:ms 2,nc: 
subr:i t t ed the□ to thi:::: Adrdr r-; l f or ~::is a pproval. 

Q . Wh 2.t type of duty d i d you h2.ve vvi th the 12th and 5th P.ir 
Sr-uo.dron? 
!1. .- I s pecialized in comt unication while I wr s with the 5th 
J~ir Squ2dron 7 I was Staff Cor,n. unication Officer, ,.r,d. s rme whQn 
I ·-::C' s wi th the 12th. 

Q. Di d you heve any connection with comrr,unicf'.tion while wi th 
.t dr.1ir2.l KlJRITJ.._? 
A. t~o , but n2turnlly I was gener 2.lly f c'Ji:iliD.r with the 
com~u~i cation pl ans . 

Q. Do you f eel th2t the t orpedoing of _ATAGO ~nd the fact that 
you had to chenge flegships inconve~ienced the oper a ti on? 
A. It did not i nte .,., f ere nm.ch with the oper 2.tion because the 
transfer ,,-,Tas cor .. pl eted. befor ,:: the battl e . It he.d been ny opinion 
that f l agships should be bettl e st ips ; so we had ~~de so~e nre-
p2.r e,ti on on YAEATO befor2h r nd . The Second Fl eG t in thi s oper-
e.t i on h r.d pl anned to conduct c1 night battle BnC' it was my 
view that a ~odern b2ttl e ship is pr e f erable es e flagship for 
suer_ opera.tions. I t hnec se tisfnctorY speed , gun power , 
cor:.r::-,unicP..tions, e tc, The opinion of the senior off ic er s, t8. sed 
l argely on tratition 7 was that cruisers stoul d be used f or flag­
shi ·· s, ana although I &id not ogr ee I wa s un2bl e to change thei r 
minds until it h~ppE:ned th2.t the J..TA.GO was sunk . 

Q. In the trensfer of t he s t aff f ro~ the LTAGO we~e any ~e ~-
sonnel l ost, or 2ny p~er s l ost which interforoc. with the oper-

· e,tj_on ? 
L . Tho YA.i,Ji.TO already hac the i mport2.nt papers before they 
sterted . As for personnel the main body of t he staff was al­
rros t al l saved end on the Y4f~TO. They h ~t a l re ady t h e s e cond 
in cornr.e.nd , tho C-:>Lii. e.nd.e r of tbe First (Ec:ttl eship) Squndron , 
c-,nd his s tc::f f 2.boar d; s o it went on ve ·.cy sati sf c1.ctorily. 

Q. On the 24 th of October, you wer e att£cke d sever al tines by 
our a ircraft. Wh2t ~a~ece was i ~flicted on the vari ous ships? 
r,., We expe cted thet in the begi nning of the conbat about 5C% 
would be lost; but octu 2l l ~ it was l ess than 50% on the 24th , so 
we coult proce ed wi th the Qi ssion t o LEYTE . YA1¼TO r ece ived two 
bomb hitf= nnd t~'vo near misses. The t wo ner..r misses ;· 2.d.e r. b i g 
hole in the tow . The hole was ~uch l ~r ger then we thought a t 
the ti::.e . The t wo hi ts wizre f?rwnrc on de ck Qnd not r.iuch d Dl~e.gG 
to s pe ak of, only ~he anchor wi ndlass wa s r ut out of co~n i ssion . 
EUSASHI r e cei vcd 1 tor pc.do hit whi.reh exploded 2nd thr ee ·which 
cid not 7 and 40 dive tor-.bs. I did nots-es , but t he.tis accord ­
ing to r eports . C2sualtie s are e s follows: The Capte in was 
killGc. and £.tout 1/2 or 2/ 3 of the crev; l os t. The s need drop­
ped to 12 knots , she h 2d t o fnll out of f orm".', tior: end. receive 
c ontinuous a t t2 cks. As for LYCI<C' the ex tent of the dc:.k!:' ge 
is still unknown to t::;) , but they h2d to :r- c turn to ERG't'T::i:I. Most 
of he r d r~~ge wcs c au sed ~Y bomt s, I think. 

Q. ';ere ary of t1 : other br.:t t l e sh i ps hit r. t e ll? 
A. I 2~ ~ot quite c erta i n . ~t soLetir e f uring the oper a tion 
I think NJ...GATO 2.nc1. KONGO nnd Hb.RUNA e ach r e c c i ve d ono bor;.b hi t -, 
:r,rJ.,.G;~TO w2.s ~it i n the , coz r..v.nica tions roor:.: , I think this w2 s on• 
t ho 24t h enQ t hey h2c s o~e t rouble ~i t h co~~ u nice tion s there ­
e.ft e r . I e.m quite sur e th~s 1.: ar.:e ge t o J\TLCH-.TO occurred on t h e 
24th ; but I do not know 2bou t the ~ur~ge to other ships nor 

170~2 ' 



the c. 2.tG s wh en they v1e r c C: ::.mcged . 

Q . ·were nny cruis,:;:,:,s a side from MYOXO or any d e stroye rs d 2rii-
3ged on the 24th~ 
A. I do not think so, 

Q. On t he 24th did you~pect to h2vo protective fight e r cove r 
furnished f roE1 shore t r.: s es ? 
A . We d i d not p l an to h:-.v G 2.ny p1·otection fro~ the fighters 
be c c.us e we nGvcr thought we woul0. neGc' 2.ny . There ,ve!'G no pl2ns; 
therefor e , t here was no protection f r om thE fighter~. Howev e r 
we hoard th2. t your ntt2cks on the M.Atr1 1;1 Ar ec. 'ivo r e i nte rmi ttenf 
and not v e ry s ever e; therefor e , 1r-.re s -::nt a r;w s s e.ge r equ e sting 
fight e r covorFgo . However , none appecrod . 

Q. Dit you have a spacial r adio ch2~ro l fo r the purposa of 
r equ esting figh.ter cover? 
A. WG h2t t wo or throe r 2eio chcn~c l s setup _ e spJci2lly for 
cor:::.:1.mication 1:0twc,2n our s e l ves 2.11( L.J,rILA enc. the T2, sk Force 
(;.d1::. i r 2 l O'Z.AWJ-.) c.r..c" tho shor e, b:-> s cd pl ci:c s, ano. 2.lso Cor::t.inod 
fl ee t Heac c,u r.rt ;.;: r s: Th o cor:L u :--iic r t:ii'n . nlr.n vrus v e ry c r..roful l y 
~ee e e t the s t 2rt of t h e opc~2tion, s i nce wa were aw~ ~G of t ho 
i L.por t r~ c e of Ea i nte ining 2ccur~to coord i n2tion . 

Q. Did y ou eve r s ec 2ny J cpcncse pl zncs on tho 24th? 
A. Fo pl enes uor e s ighted. 

Q . Wh2. t i nfor mat i on d i e you r c cej_vo on t l-:c 24th frou Ad:u:·iro.ls 
0 2.AW A, P I &: Ii~IF~.t 9 Pnc. SEIMJ.? 
A . 11ro inform2.tio1:. f rorn OZ I..",)A 1 8 Force e.nc'. HG thought their 
fo r c e wr:- s dcing wh r:t th~y shoule h2ve done . We r e c e i v2d n 
mes sage f ro1~1 NISB.H.LR;. 1 S Force to tho effGc t t Lc t t h ey h 2c been 
r.ttPclrnd by 2C 20-r oplc2ne s, but we thou3ht '~hct this forc e was 
~lso _procccding according to pl8ns • . We r oc c i~cd no r e port 
frot1 SHI L4. 1 S Force 9.nd novcr pe.i d r.mch · 2.ttontion to him. W9 
r e c e i ved 2. ri.1e s sage f-ro11 i:.d1::i r 2. l r,rr sHn:.lFH~ Vv-t t h ey wer~ going 
to r.2.k e their r :rroe.ch about 2 o ' clock on tho r:1.orning on the 
2 5th el though tho pl nn w.as c c:r Efull y set u p in t h e beginning 
of the ope r e.tion the t they would nppror-ch one hour befor e d 2.y ­
b re8k on t h e 25th ~t the er--rliest , 2nd from this we thought 
tha t Adr.lira l l'ISI-: L U"? / v-rns tnki ng tho menr.er too ligh tly. 1_1Je 
r e c e i ved t his messcre l c t e in the afternoon on t h e 24th nt 
v.rhich t if:.o it w2s too l ~t e to or6 e r hit : to conform to the ori­
gi nal plan . 

Q. On the 24th , i n the c1fternoon, your f or ce turre d west 2nd 
then ag2.in e ,--: st; wh r t ti□e d i e you turn we st? 
A. We t u rned we s t nt out five , although we h ed conside r ed 
it fir st a t 21out one or two o'c l ock and it w2s l e ss th2n 30 
-minutes before we ,,_gc.in turn.:;o. to the 02st ward . Th e r11Gssoge 
wcs sent to ~erriral TOYODA th~t we we re reversi ng course t eu­
por e.r il:r 2 litt l e e.ftG r five . Eefo re Adr.:ir r.l TOYODJ'. could h~ve 
r oceivec tho n:essuge th'1t Ad.1:1i rc.l KU11IT/i. was r_,oving vvestwnrc. 
tecporerily, we r ece i v~l 2 ~c ss~ ~o frov Ld~irnl TOYODA to pro­
c e ~d with the east~er < ope r ation. ~a on the staff ~ere su re 
n t th:::- t +._i r.- -: .;.t-:--t A.cr;ir~l TOYOD:' coulc no t h ··ve our origin~l 
r.:ess2.ge . 

Q. Did you turn e2 st-:: .eYd i r.. r osi:-ondencG to t he orde r? 
A. Wo turned. ar: stvr2rd i E:i::.ec'. i ~t ol y upon receipt of TOYODJ'. ' s 
rJess2ge. 

Q. 
your 

Bcfor a thi s r..e ssng ·::: rrrivGd fro1~ TOY01/. , whtt had boen 
pl ans? 

;_d1.i rc1l K[?ITL I S inter:. tion v·n s not t b ' t 1 b ttl ~ ~ o 2JanQon ne ~ e , 
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but just to cvoid ttG irm1edite ~ction. The l~nc-besed aero­
plenes would not give ~uch protection ana, by sending th2t message 
to the effecttti~t it was necessary to avoid the att~ck by turning 
to the westwnrd, we thought thet this mesrage Light bring protec~ 
tion from land-based plunes. The same messrge ·u WU ··sent to 

Adndrnl TOYOD.A. wns also sent to f .. crirals FUKUL-Oi~!E ~nd o~•ISH:t 
c. t 1.A!:'I LA o 

Q, Whnt ~nf9rme.tion did you heve of the loc~tion of our 
forces on tho afternoon of the 24th? 
A. ~o intelligence c~ce in through the l~nd-bnsed plunes be-
er.use, cs we thou::;ht, tho VTG!lther o~ st of LUZO}T was poor. We 
thought thnt there we~c c totcl strength of one large Task 
Force distributed in three groups, with two very close to shore 
off L.Ai .• O:t Ei,.Y •. LUZON) Qnd one off the entr2.nce of SAN BE"1NAJ{DII'TO 
STRil.IT !; Thl.s info:rumtion, I remer.1ber, did not come from the 
land-bas€6. 1J·:, . .r.as on LUZON, since we suggested to the land­
base, .ai:~ t:e-.;12~ ... 1.:.a:a"ccrs thnt tho ene11y r1ight be in the position 
just describef c~i that they should etteck. 

Q. No infornation fro~ Admiral O~ISHI? 
A. ~To. 

Q. Ey the time the force roeched Si;N EERNARDINO STRAIT was 
fatigue becoraing evident araong your personnel? 
A. They were very tired, but they were exoit.0d by the antici-
pation of the b~ttle ag~inst the .American Force enc ovcrceme 
their f c.tigue. 

Q. Did you expect to hrve to fight your way out of the Straits? 
A. We e:rpected it and it wr.s ~ metter of grr-ve concern. 

Q. What forces were expected there? 
A. We :fearec. befot·e we r:ede eny formation thet there would 
be subm~rines and also we night be caugh~J ty U.So surfece fo1ce 
which would give us a hr.rd tiEe in night r:H."t:! ,:,n" To make it 
worse, we he.c no inforEe.tion on this r:.ro c fi-•or..: scout pl£'.nes. 

Q. What conclusion did you drf'W fror.: the ft.ct that you came 
through unopposed from the leek. of .ArJoricrn forces'? 
A. We thought we would meet your forcos before we rerched 
the southern end of S1~.~JJl. 

Q. Whet size of typo of force did. they expect to neet? 
A. 'Ne could not judge. ~;•e thought that all your CE'.rriors 
would withdraw to the eastward and sup7'ort your surface forco; 
and so we thought thot they would f:jOE;t your surfc-ce strength, 
but not so much suparior to ours. 

Q. Wh~t was your own opinion of your ~bances of success when 
you wore off SiniA~ heeding south to enter the Gulf? 
A. My personal opjnion was that we w.nuld be coEpletoly des-
troyed before finishing with L:!!YTE GULF, but would d.o soce 
daoege, 

Qo Was the originel plcn, efter tho b~ttlo inside of the Gulf, 
to rotire tr.G wr:.y you cnm0 or by SUlUGAO STR,.:j,IT? 
Ao Through SUR!GAO. 

Q0 When did you first sight U.So forces? 
Aa It F2S cbout 0645, It was before we had completed the 
exc?ution of order.to chenge f.rorn night for~rtion to ring for­
r:at1.on7 th~.t the Slghting occurr~d. Tho arc.er to chengc the 
·roroat1on had been given at 0530. 
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TRJ~TSCEifT_ON INIEfl:¼OG~TlOf QF_(Co1r:rande~ OTiNQ,_TQnQsuko,_IJNl._ 

~t first, We thought it wns c Trsk Force of five or six carriers, 
four or five hecvy cruisers, t-nd nppropiate screen ane that 
there were no b~ttleships; but we received a report fro1:: the 
look-outs th~t there was one battleship in the disposition. 

Q. What type of c~rrier-s did you believe they Yfere? 
A. We gave that question L1uch consider8tion, but never fully 
uode up our i:-:irxls. We found ourselves perplexed by your car­
riers beer-use they die~ not correspond to their photogro}:h[;., 
and first we thought that th~y were reguler ce.rriers; but after 
the b~ttle, we decided thc~t tt1ey were euxiliary or converted 
cerriers. Also we received word froc the tops tt~t there was 
P..nother formetion, anc. r.t thrt tiL1e we wondered if we '{ere 
not confrontGd by 12 or 13 cerriors in all; but this was not ts­
cert~ined on the bridge. 

Q. Vve.s there a:J,.yetter1pt to amgage ir be.ttle with the second 
group? 
A. First, we would encounter the first group, end then ~ke on 
the second. 

o. 
ged? 

What c_cr::age did you inflict upon the first group you enga-

A. One carrier sunk, one light cruiser, one hecvy cruiser nnd 
one destrc.,yer. There was soi:1e confusion betwe'3n 1:he high gun­
nery control platforr1 nnd the briage. There nay have been a 
repeat report which was vndcrztood ~s two carriers sunk;tbe 
bridge concluded that on, cnrrie"' w~.s sur1k. !~gain fron1 later 
reports wtich n:ey h~ve cont~ined duplication, we concluded that 
we had sunk foti+' c~rriers, two or three er uisers and two or 
three destroyors. Thnt v,cs the total result of the day. ! now 
think this is rnther accur.::te, and fror::i a re!)ort of search 
plcnes ct nboutnoo, we received ir.£orr.ction that one battleship 
w~s severely dame.ged ~nd aec.d in the Wl!ter. 

Q, In this iqtion against the tirst Task Force, dit you have 
any assistance fro~ lend~btsed planes? 
A, l\Tothing, 

Q. Did you know thnt your sh9re-besed planes ottecked the 
surviving units of th~t force chortly after you broke off the 
action? . 
A. !'To 1 I rtever knew thet. 

Q·• Why did _you let any of that Task Force escape? 
A. First, fu~l; s~c~nd, we h~Hi poor cor!n. .. unice.t;Lon with our 
cruisers and_cou1dn 1t see what they were d6ing) third we inter­
Cet.'teti a nesse.ge wh!~:1 callec1 for reinforcemet'lts e.nd ihe re-
ply indic?tirtg rein.forcement ot planes not b$f'Ore one or two 
hours, 

Qo Wh~t speed c.id you estit:~te our T?sk Force wes 1:1e.king in 
the reti:i:~ement? 
A. 30 knots or QOte, and we oould not closett'le r~nge, 

Q. Did they fihcl. the use of smoke by our force a seriqus 
hindrance? 
lh Yes, very effective. The sr10ke wes ma.de var.,· quickly and. the 
use of scoke ~as very skillful. 

· Q. Did the Je.pnr.eso Force sustc'.in serious damage f rot: our 
counter r:ttrck th2t wornin~? " 
Ju 1'1otting ser~ous from - surtflce ships, 102 Ml! dud in thG 
rice locker of YJ.l'.~~TO o 
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Q. We r e Qny of your ships hit by torpedoes fro~ our destroyers? 
J.. no , but the c:tttcck w2.s very effe ctive i n t l'.. e. t it c2.tJ.sed 
confusion i n our disposition end de l eyed our 2dvenco . 

Q. { h r t 6n~~ge from a ircr2.ft &tts ck? 
A. One aeria l torpedq in the SUZUYA and one bomb in her tor._ 
pedo r:~ount. She w2.s heavily d 2.r,-_2ged e.ll over 2nc1 be c c:De unnble 
to n2vig2te 2nd 1Tms sunk by JAP!J'TESE torpedoes. The c r uise r 
CHOKJ .. I w2.s so c,2.L1nged froJ:1 nir 2.ttack and perhnps also by gun­
fiI·e 2s to be stopped and I believe th0ct it w::- s l oter sunk by 
J fi.PJ.N3SE torpedo. The CRI Km~J~ ·w2.s nlso sunk, he r r.:nhouvoring 
ability having baen ecor ced by bor bs or torpedoe s during the 
bnttle . The Kl'l J-i.!-'O, I r er.101.:.be r, was the first to be d2.t1aged . 
She r 2ported t h e,t - she could navig"te , but could not fir e , 2nd 
w2s ecrly detcched frorn the forE:F.:tion nnd. sent to i'.:i"AFII 11 in c.c­
co2pany with 'one destroyer. 

Q. Wer e eny of tho b 2ttle ships d 2c2ged by a i r ettccks? 
A. I ~on't recberbcr whe ther it was this day or not, but I 
r enecber seeing one i ssuing a gr e e t deal of s~oke . The ship tha t 
r e c e ived the le nst c:2i:-.c.ge wc.s E.tGu;-{0 ; 2.11 others received r::ore 
o ;r l es s d 2r,12gG. 

Q. What is your opinion of our air ~tt~ck tha t r-orning, well 
Gxecuted or ot~ e~wiss ? 
!.. The 2.t t2:ck wc s 2.h:ost incess2.n t , but t h 0 nuL1be r of pl2ncs 
c t any one instant ~cs f ow. The bar t ers r nd torpedo pl an e s 
we r e v0ry n~gressive find skillful 8 l"C. the coorc.in2tion was 
i i:;:ipr e s s i ve; e ven in corJpc ··· ison with t b3 gr er.t experi ence of 

"'-meridnn · ::. tt2.ck tho.t we o.lre2dy h 2.c'. , this w2.s t he r.:ost sldll­
ful work of your pl nnc s , 

Q . Lt out 9: 30 this engager.10nt wc.s ended . Wh r t die you do 
between this tir-~e e.nd t h e tir,e you s t 2.:r: ted north? 
A . Right a f t e r the b ~t tle wo oroce uded west for 30 a i nute s 
while c iscussing whethe r to go into the GULF c.s pl2rmed or wh .-- t 
to do. After the c iscus sion we c.ecided to go north and <::n gnge 
t he othe r :force , 

Q. Wh1;1.t tir.-.e did you stc ·-·t north? 
A. ~bout 9ne hour 2ftGr brecking of~ t he batt l e , o~out 11 
0 1 clock, 

Q. Wh Pt ~e r e your r c~sons for tcciding to go north r 2ther 
then t o enter t h e GULF? 
Ji. , We h 2C.: i nte:-eptGc. your i::es s e.ge concerning r e inforce1.1e11t • 
we: juc. geci the.t your s;1i ps should he.ve 12.,., gely gotten out from 
the BhY, end we hee h a ~r6 nt t~r o0 or four in the Lorning th2 t 
the s upportin&: bocy of itd1~1i ro. l insrIMUqL h 2c1. been 2.bout wipe d 
out - the sourc e of this ~efs~ge i s not certc in; it ~cy h cve 
b een fror: n survivir.g Cestroyo r or fror:: Afr.-iir 2l SHII,:J. 1 S Force , _ 
s o thnt the pl ;;:;n of coopc r c. t i on h2d to bG r.b2ndoned . 

Q. :1.rr:- you su r1-) ~ror. hc2rc t 1·.r t n0ws 2:s e!' rly ns 0400? 
A. It w2s lefor e the r:le2tin 1: one b r. t -~l e £~nc I en qui te suro 
th2.t it w2.s e.bout 0400- When · we s i gtted your forc G off s :,1,·AR 
soLe of the n cn thought th~t it w2s our force; however, I knc~ 
t tr: t j_ t coule not be s_o 'ccc ,--:.use I h r.c :rccei v Gd t he i r.fo:r:-mr tion 
about wh::.t hc.d. hc.ppen . .:d to ;~c~1~.i r~l trrs::L .FqA. Our r.:aj_n mission 
was to r..tt~ck your Te.sk f orce t.nd so there was no purpose to !?P 
into the E,,Y where we would be exposed to r. ir nt t a ck i r. nnrrow 
Ylc".ters e.nc. there ·wc. s never n pl'rt of tho plr.n Tllhich contenplnted 
bor21,--- r dr;Gnt of the shore in the EAY. 
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TRAN2CRIPT_OF IPTE~BOGLTIOli ~r_(~ogmgnde~ QT~F!h Tono~ukei IJN)~ 

Q. ·!'r2.s it r·ore important to nt t~ck the T~Ek Force or the 
Trcnsport Force? 
A. The tcrgets for ti:is oper~tion were in the following 
order of inport2nce. 
First, Car-riers; s;econd 7 tr:--nsports, and. third, surfe.ce ships 
of viar. 

Q. Did you believe ct th~t tiEe thet all transports hed left 
the BAY? 
A. We thought that only small lnnding boats roraoined insice 
c:nd t)1at the uain body of tr['nsports hrd left the BAY. The 
f~ct th[';t this was four or five e.ays after the landing, r.ein­
forced this conclusiono We h~a no information on the status of 
shipping in the BAY fror· e.ny e.ircr:,ft. We hr.d. ·word ·thnt on0 of 
your forces· wc~s in about 17-30 N 125-30 E end we expected this 
force to come south to help; the:refore, if we ·rmnt north we 
would neet i;he1:-. in tho open sen. L.lso, in order to e ccei ve 
you since you expected us to enter LEYTE GULF, we concluded th~t 
this northern novement would surprise you ~nd prevent a junction 
of your forces. Up to thispoi~t, fuel had not teen a serious 
consideration, and since the dist~nce to our tankers in the 
SULU SEA from a point e~st of LEYTE vv~s about the sc.mc by which­
ever route we returned, it had no b~cring on tho cecision to 
go north. 

Q. W2$ the whole staff egreaithat this decisioh wns the 
bast one? 
Ao There wc.s n~ opposition. 

Q. In the early nfternoon while you were north, you were a~ 
gain atte.cked by our aircraft. 1:Jhat do.r.:.cgc wns done in tbesc 
attacks? 
A. I know of no specific dPt:-.~ge th~t occurred in the after-
noon - it is possible tLr'.t ~or:e of the damage previously nen­
tionod occurred in the e.ftcrnoon, but I do not think so; 

Q a When you reached tho point er.st of SAN E.ER1'1.bRDINO STRAIT j 

whet ootcrrdncd the c.ccision to turn west 1h1"ough the Streit? 
A. A disp~tch requ(.st froc OZL.:.;L. for P.ssist[l_nce egainst your 
T~sk Force in the north wns received but nevertheless we con~ 
eluded to cntor becE:us:1 our fuol Y!'""S running low, nnd secondly 
we did not consider tho Sl~~r EER}TJ:...'9.DI~'O Force reC\dy fo:r night 
~ction owing to dnr.:ic:'.ge r: cci vod during t)le c.c.y. This request 
fron: Adr:tirP-1 oz1~,-1;1 wr.:s r0coived !'.lbout 1700. 

Q. On the next day you wore e:-~in attacked by eir in the 
SIEUYJ~'!' SEL. Vfue.t c°'~Imge wr:s received? 
A. The cruiser NOSLIRO rGceiV•3d one torpcco and she bec::E0 
u:nne.vigc:ible, andl shortly efter she receiv0d a Lomb atte.ck and 
sunk. I arn not certain of tho renc.ipc.or, but it na.y be th~t 
a destroyer wes also sunk then. 

Q. These e.tt~.cks thpt hit the NOS.ra?o were fron r.1hat type of 
ple.nes? 
k. Torpedo froD car~ior planes and bo~bs fro□ csrrie~ plrnes 
- we believe thc.tthis attrck wes deli··ercd ~t r:1axinn: ro.nge ' 
fron, your Task Force. 

Q. . Later in that d 8Y you. were also D.t teckod by four-engine 
botbers , Vf·het dar:age was done by thou? · 
Ao Only two v.ery near Disses at the bric.ge on both sic es of 
the YJ~_ATO which caused severr.l casur.lties: iro d~.t:2.ge to any 
other ships. 
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INTE.i."qRQG ATIOJ\T, _T~/ .. [.SCBIPT Q.F _ ( CoE_r.:g_nger, OT.l})\TQ ,_TQ.n,Qsuke ,_IJMl._ 

Q. How nany four-engine boLbers attacked you? 
A. Twenty four in all: six the first tire, six planes the 
sacond tiwe and I think there wer-: 12 in a group that were rear 
by; those two near nisses were done by the first six planes • 

Q, Where do you think this whole operation broke down? Why 
did it fnil? 
A. I feel that fro~ the very beginning that the operntion 
between the Tesk Force (OZAW~) end the Surface Force (KURITA) 
nnd the Land-Eased Air Force wcs brd fron the beginning. 

Q. What do you feel caused this poor coordin~tion? 
J:,.. Coordine.tion between the Surfr.ce Force and the (carrier) 
Task Force was alaost ir..possible due to the restrictions on 
comm~:.nication and the need for redio silence; therefore, the 
pl~ns for cooperation were not c~r~ied out, Tnis lrck of 
informe.tion fron OZAWJ,, w~s one of the n:lin. ff.'.ctors in the 
fcilure of the oper~tion, but perheps the biggest fr.ctor was 
the leek of protection fror: our lend-based eir agatnst your 
(Carrier) T~sk Force. I feel lllso thr-t the original plim wes 
to complex end inflexible to work properly._ 


