HEEADQUARTERS

U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

0/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANGCISCO

INTERROGATION NO., (USSBS 169) ' Place: Tokyo
NAV NO. 40 Date: 26 Ocotober 1945

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Divlsion.
Subject: NON-COMBAT LOSSES OF AIRCRAFT,

Personnel interrogated and background of each:
Gapbain KANAI, K., IJN, Head of the first aection of the first depart-
ment of the KOKU HOMBU from 1941 to 1943; and head of geheral affeirs
¢f the Southeast Air Depot of the 1lth Air Fleet, RABAUL from 1043 to
1944: head of the supply department of the KISERAZU Depot from 1944 to
1946,

Vhere interviewed: MEIJI Building.
Interrogator: Lieut, Rebert C. Garred, Usmi.
Interpretert L. (jg) R.P. Brown,iujS‘NR.. ‘
Allied Officers Present: None, - .
SUMMARY

Replacement aircraft to tactical units in the RABAUL area were fiirst
allocated by KOKU HOMBU and then either air ferried or surface transported,
depending upon the range of the aircraft involved, Aircraft lesses in
supplying the southeast area were from 2 to 5 percent during 1942 and ine
creased considerably during 1343 due to a lack of experienced pilots. On
the route between the EMPIKE and RABAUL, most losses were incurred between
TRUE and RABAUL,

The air ferry route between HONSHU and RABABL was kept open until the
U.S. carrier attack on TRUK February 16-17, 1944, After that time, no ate
tempts were made to supply BABAUL with replacement alreraft,
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TRANSCRIPT

Transcript of Interrogation (Captein KaNAI, X., IJN)
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A,
Qe
A,
Qe

In 1942, wes it your job to errapge for the trensfer of Naval sircraft frém
depots to tectical units?
Yes, th=at is correct,

Can you estimate the losses incurred of =ireraft being ferried to tectical
units oversess?
About 2 to 5 percent of the sircraft were lost.

What coused these losses?
Cr>sh l=ndings, b2d weather, navigational errors =nd mechsnical failures,

Were CVs used to transport aircreft to the SOUTHEAST PACIFIC Ares?

Towsrd the endof 1942 a few of the older carriers were used to transport air-
er>ft from the EMPIRE to TRUK. I cen remember the names of & few of the
carriers, the KASUGA MARU. (50 A/C), the CHUYO (50-8D A/C) and the UNYO { -
(50-60 4/C).

Was the kck of range of the smaller Planes the reason for using carriers for
the transportation of aircraft to TRUK?

No, the principle resson wes the lack of experienced pilots for ferrying
purposes. We had enough pilots available to fly the plenes from TRUX %o
%.BAUL: but not enough to air ferry replacement atrcraft from YOKOSUXKA to
TRUK, '

Did the percentege of losces in the transportation of aircreft increase or
decrezse in 192437
Our losses incresced due to the depreciation in our pilot's flying ability.

What caused this deprecration?
Our trairing program wes accelerated to the extent that our pilots were not
adequately trained.

What was the reseson for aécelerpting the treining progrem?
We needed more pilots. It is my opinion thet combat losses in the SOLOMONS
Plus losges from melariz wére the maln rcason for speeding up the program.

In genersl, whe* were the problems that you encountered in supvlying tactical
units with replacement aircraft?

Our single-engine sircraft hed 2 limitad renze end it wae difficult to route
them over long over-water stretches. Carriers were satisfactory, but we didn'g
have enough availsble to carry =all our replacements. I think the main trouble
I had wes in finding experienced ferry pildots. We did not have enough in the
EMPIRE,

What percentage of sircraft were air ferried snd vhat percentage corrier trang.
ported?
50% each way. The cerriers cerried fighter sircraft.

You were in RaBAUL in 1944, what is your estimete of the losses in ferrying
sircraft to BABAUL from TRUK during your tour of duty there?
&bout 5% due to navigational errors, crash londings and bed westher,

In early 1944, after Allied forces had =dvenced along the SOLOMONS chain to

BOUGAINVITLE, were aircraft re-routed, or still ferried direct from TR
RABAUL? ' UK to

As a result of the american carrier att-ck on TRUK, 211 s2ir ferryi to RaBa
from THUK cessed on the 20th of Februery, Up untii then, we fleg Efrect fr UL
TOKOSUEs to BuBalUL, vis SAIPAN, om

169 ~2-




