
\ 

..... 

<I 

HE.nDQUhRTE:RS 
U.S. STR.nTEGIC BOMBI NG SURVEY • 

(PACIFIC) 
C/0 POSTMASTER, S.;.J\f FRANCISCO 

I NT3RROG1,TION NO. (USSBS 165) 
NAV NO. 39 

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division. 

Place: Tokyo 
Date: 25 October· l945 

Subj ect: Bb.TTLZ Of IVIIDWj~y, 4-9° June 1942. Damage vO Aircraft 
Carrier, SORYU. 

Personnel interroga ted and background of each: 
Captain OHARL, H., IJN 7 was a member of the Hydraulic Bureau 
in TOKYO fr om December 8th to•December 25th, 1941. Served on 
tpe SORYU in the Pacific from December 25t h 1941 until June 
5th, 1942. Captain OH.nl-i.ii was a member of .:i6ER1-.B.;-.Ji,, Branch and 
wa.s also an instructor ·of Naval -Navigation at YOKOSUKA, h t 
the present t i:-:1e Captain OH,ili.h is the Commander in Chief of the 
OMI N1;.TO DSF3NSE CORPS at OMIN.h'l'O, 

Where interviewed: MEIJI Building. Room 748. 

Interrogator: Capt&in C. Sh2nds, USN. 

I n t erpreter: Lt . (jg) R. Po Brown, U~JNR. 

Allied Off ic ers Pre sent: Non~ • 

SUMMARY 

The First Air Fleet, CinC Vic e Admiral Nri.GUMO, dep2.rted 
HIROSHI]~l BnY on 27 May .1942 for MIDWAY ISLAND to provide air support 
during the planned Japanese . occupa tion _about 6 June 1942. The 
loss 0f all aircraft carriers forc ed the plan to be abandoned. 
This defici ency was a lso f elt in the subsequent SOLOMON Campai gn. 
The SijRYU r eceived three hits from dive-bombers during the morn-
ing , 4 June , which set plane s a~d f uel t anks ~fire. While trying 
to escape at r educ ed spe ed l ater i n the day, it was sunk by tor­
pedoes f r om a submarine . No aircraft torpedo or hor izonta l bomb · 
hits r eceived. Dive-bombers considered most eff 8ctive attack 
ageins t ships, horizontal- bomber s against 12nd ar eas. Definite 
turning poi nt of the war consider ed ShIPhN. 
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TRhNSCRIPT 

Transcript of Interroga tion (Capt ain OH.ARA., H., IJN) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ -

Q. Wha t ships were present in your force? 
A.· Flagship AKAGJ. with Vice Admiral NAGUMO. Rear Admiral YAMAGUCHI 

was on t he HIRYU. KAGA and SORYU wer e the other two aircraft 
c arriers. Battle ship KIRISHI MA and HARUNA. Heavy cruisers 
CHI KUMA and TONE. The light cruiser NAGAH.A with about 11 destr oy­
ers. About 4 t ankers were ~lso present. Admiral YAMAGUCHI was 
kill ed. He was s o outstanding fr om the t i me he was a captain tha t 
many thought tha t he would have succeeded Admiral YAMAJl;10TO . 
( See Chart.) 

Q. Wh at wa s your navigat~onal track? 
A. The 1st Air Flee t l eft HhSHIRA ancharge in HIROSHIM BAY on 27 

May passing through the BUNGO STRAITS t owards MhrtCUS ISLAND, t hen 
eas t erly t o about 32N 179E, then southeas t t owards MIDWAY until 
the day of the battle. We r efuel ed ever y third day from the 
t .ankers . Anti-submarine a ircraft pa trols vrere ma i nt ained ; but 
t ha t we.s e.bout a ll, due to the bad weather. 

Q. Wha t was the mi s sion of your Air Fleet? 
A. We were to bomb MIDWAY in prepar ation f or a l anding oper ation to 

be made by trt nsports approaching f r ~m t he southwest. The JUNYO 
and m2.ybe t he HI YO wer e t o bomb and maybe occupy KI SKA and DUTCH 
HARBOR. The ZUiiCAKO and SHOKAKU were being repaired in JAPAN. 

Q. What ef fect did t he loss of your carrier s have upon the comple tion 
of your fu t ur e plans? 

A. The l oss of t he ccrriers meant l oss of control of the air. We 
did not think th~t we could capture MIDWAY after we l os t air 
control, so we r e turned t o JAPAN . The los s of the ca rriers and 
planes a l so slowed up t he occupa tion of the SOLOMONS . I f we had 
been stronger in the air, maybe we c ould have stopped s ome of your 
c onvoys t o t he SOLOMONS. 

Q. When did you r ec eived your fi s t attack? 
A. About t wo hours e.fter sunrise , we wer e attacked by t or pedo pl anes. 

They looked like sme.11 t win-engine flying bent s and singl e- engi ne 
c a rrier pl ane s . No hit s wer e made . The t orpedos wer e dropped 
too f a r awny and wer e s l ow enough for us t o . 2.voi d them. 

Q. Di d you know of the American carriers? 
A. No , we had no inf0r ma t i on unt il we wer e a ttacked by dive bombers. 

Then we though t t h2t t hey had come from MIDWAY . I t was about t wo 
hours af t e r sunrise . About the middle of the morning, we wer e 
a ttacked by everything . Our pl enes r e turning f rom the a ttack on 
MIDWAY r epor t ed carrier a j_r gr oups in the a r ea. so we knew your 
cer r i e r s wer e ther e . A litt l e l a t e r one of our scout pl anes gave 
a de f ini t e l oc~t i on. 

Q. How many hi t s did you r ec eive ? 
A. About t welve planes divided i n to t hr ee groups dove upon us a t 

the s ame time . One group on each bow and one fr om a stern. We 
r e c eived three hits~ The first hit in the mi ddle of the fli ght­
deck be t ween the t wo el ev~tor s . It went through and exploded in 
in the l ower h r,ngar deck , se t t ing planes on f ire wh i ch had r e­
turned fr0m MIDWAY ~nd wer e bei ng r e fuel ed and r ecrmed. The se 
~nd hit in t he c ent er just f or ward of the forw2rd el evator sta ~~ ­
ing a fi re on t he flight deck and hangar deck . The third ~it ~~ 
near the nft er e l evator. ~s 

Q. Did you rec eive any torpedo hits or hits f r om hi gh horizont a l 
bombers? 



.,. 

Transcript of Interro~aticirt (Captnin OHllli.A, H., IJN) - ~ -. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
A. No torpedo hits f~ofu airplanes. In· the middle of the afternoon, 

we had a big explos~on which set more gasoline tanks afire and 
sank the ship. It was torpedoes from a submarine. We did not 
receive any ~its f rom horizontal-bombers. The . formati on was at­
tacked i n the early morning, but planes were very high. It was 
just after we had been attacke.d the first time by dive-bombers. 
The bombs fell s0meplace near the battleships, but I do not think 
that th~y were hit. In the af ternoon late, we were also attacked 
by horizontal b8mbers, but no hits. We were already sinking. 

Q. Did any of the American planes dive into the decks of the car-
riers? 

A. None on the SORYU. I did not hear of any on the other carriers. 

Q. Where were you standing during the battle? 
A. I was on the bridge all day . After we left the ship, I was pick­

ed up by a destroyer. Two or three destroyers rescued about 600 
men. About 700 wer e lost including about 30 pilots. 

Q. When the U.S. torpedo planes attacked, how wer e they shot down? 
A. The fi ght e r patrol from the AKAGI and HIRYU shot most of them 

down. Guns may have hit some. They came in very low and straight 
and were easy for our planes to hit. Most were hit before they 
dropped the torped0es, but a few were a5le to drop before being 
hit • 

Q. Wer e 
A. 'Ihcy 

the 
may 

battl.eships KIRI Sn.IMA and HARUNA attacked? 
have been attacked, but they were not hit. 

Q. Were any 
A. No other 

attacked 

ot her shipsattacked? 
ships in our force wer e hit. The MOGAMI and MIKUIIU\. wer e 
and the MI KUMA sunk. They wer e i n the Main Body. 

Q. Were any transports attacked? 
A. I heard that the transports were attacked, but none were sunk. 

Q. How many plane s did you lose 
A. About 250 pl anes wer e l os t. 

island, some at the American 
on the Japane se carriers. 

at MIDWAY? 
Some wer e lost in the attack on the 
carri ers , the r emainder wer e lost 

Q. As a r esult of y8ur experi ence in this war, wha t type of aircraft 
attack do you c 0ns i der the most effective? 

A. In t he Navy against ships, the dive- bomber wa s most ef fective 
because it was much more accura t e anc har d to hit by gun fir e 
because of the speed and , hi gh angl e of fire • . Becaus e they oame 
v ery l ow, it was difficult to avoid the bombs. We did not f ear 
t he high horizont al-bombers because we coul d watch the bombs f all 
and avoid them. They never hit t ar gets _excep t against the l a nd. 
The fire rai ds wer e ver y bad . They• also made landing ships U!e­
loss for· .one or t wci days. We fe~red the t 0rped '.J a ttacks al t hough 
they did not do much damr.ge 9 but we had to maneuver t o miss them. 

~ Q. Did the planes from t he SORYU attack the U.S. carriers? 
A,.. No, they a t t acked ~IDWAY . ~hen while they were be ing r efuel ed 

t o a ttack the American carriers, the SORYU was a ttacked and dam­
aged so the flight of planes could not be l aunched. The planes 
were del ayed while changing bombs to att ack the carriers. 

Q. When did you think that the turning poi nt of the war occured? 
A. It w~s the o~inion of most officers that the loss of the air~raft 

carr~ers during t~e summer of 1942 stopped the expansion because 
we did not have air cover. However, we t h0ught th&t we could 
hold t he a rea that we _had occupied. When we lost SAIPAN , we f elt 
very b~d bec cus e we did not expect t o lose it. I think that 
the main turning point 0 wa s 
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Transcript of Interrogation (Capt a in OHJ. • .Ri., H., IJN) 

Q. Were y ou present during any of the c arrie r ~tta cks ag2inst 
1 2nd t a r gets? . 1.. Yes, I wc.s 2 t YOKOSUK.1. on 18 July. Not much dnm2.ge done . One 
b omb hit the ba ttleship FUJI. One '.Jr t,.,;ro hangecrs c 2.u ght fire. 
Mos t dc.nage wa s .to airplanes. They wer e all sh') t down 'Jr l anded 
s omeple c e e lse , b ecause they did n ot c ome beck. 

Q. Were y ou in ~ny othe r battles? 
A . I wa s in the I NDii.N OCE;-.N when the HERMES and CORNWALL wer e 

sunk by -.:mr divo-b,-,mbers using 250 kilo b ::>mbs, but that is 
2.11. I wa s i n TOKYO when the REPULSE D.nd PRINCE OF WALES wer e 
sunk • 
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Transcri pt of I n t e rrog2tion (Capta i n OHi..RJ. , H. , I J N) 
- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - -- ~ - - - - - - - - - -

() 

() ASAGI ( F ) 
CinG,,Fla g Ship·. ·. · 

() 

() 

( ) NAGAR,-. 

() KIRISHI MA 
( ) H.tJ<UNii. 

() 

()Tanker s 
() () 0 

() 

COk1POSITION OF FORCE 
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() 

() HIRYU 
Sque.dr '.)n Flag Ship 

() 

() SORYU 

() 


