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Us §l BPRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
‘ (PACIFIC)

C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTEFROGATION NO. ( USSBS 159 ) Place: Tokyo
. NAV NO. 37 Date : 26 October 1945

0930-1200
Division of Origin: Naval Anslysis Division, '
Subject: Attacks on Japanese shipping.
Personnel interrogetec anc beckgrpund of each:

Lt. Comdr. YATSUI, Noriteru is a navel officer of 8 yeers
service, During the first yezr of the war he was in the
Tsuchiura Naval Air Corps at TSTCEIURA. From June 1942 to
June 1943 he was Adjutant of N.I.F. (South East Lrea Fleet)
and for the next six months le wes a student of navigator .
school 2t YOKOSUKA. The next year wes spent on the cruiser
0I. Fe was navigetion officer and remeined there until the
0I wes sunk in July 1944, His last assignment was Staff of
7th Escort Convoy.

Where interviewed: Meiji Building, Room 528.
Interrogator: Ceptain Steedmen Teller, USN,
Interpreter: Mr. F. C. Woodrough, Jr.

Allied Officers Present: None.
SUMMARY

Lte. Comdr, YATSUI describes air attacks upon the resupply
convoys to ORMOC in November 1944, He wes present in the convoy
which arrived at ORMOC on 31 Detober and lost one ship at anchor
to U. S. Army horizontal bombers the next dey. He also was in the
convoy arriving at ORMOC on 9 November, This convoy was attacked
by Ue S. Army B~25's and P-38's on entry, susteining sufficient
topside damage to interfere with unlozding. The next dey two :
cargo ships and one escort vessel were destroyed by a similar attack
during the convoys retirement. The complete destruction of a econ-

- voy end escorts by U, S. carrier-basged aircreft off north west LEYTE

on 11 November iz also verified. An eye witness account is given
of the U, S, cerrier alr attacks which destroyed most of an impor-
tant tenker convoy et HONGKONG on 15-16 January 1945,
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TRANSCRIPT of Interrogestion (Lt, Comdr, YATSUI, Noriteru).
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TRANSCRIPT

Q. Who was responsible for directing routing of Jepanese lMerchant
: Slenli ErE : '
A, The commend of eesch individuel escort eonvoy determined routes.

Qe Did he 2lso determine orgenization of Convoy?

A, No, the commender of ech individuel Escort Convoy carried out
his duties with ships assigned him. The organization of convoy
was determined by the Commender in Chief, Grend Surfece Escort
Force (GUB).

Q. On whet wes the emphesis plesced in your defense of convoys®
A, Some thought wes given to AA, but the mejor fector wes anti-
submarine defense.

Q. Whet were the principal defense festures? How were antiaircreft
used? Fow were destroyers used? Vere they used for cover and
screening or for offensive search? Wes reder used &night?

B+ In general aircreft was used in two weys: first, =s direct cover
for the convoy: end secdnd, to cerry out reguler deily petrols
over the entire route of the convoy. The former wes carried out
with cerrier-besed planes if cerriers were included esmong the
escort vessels, end by shore~based sir whenever this was practic-
eble, Cerrier eircraft were used very infrequently. We never hzd
more than four c:-rriers which could be used in convoy operstions.
Therefore, this employment wes very limited, An effort wes made
to use rader ageinst submarines as widely 2s possible; but due
to poor technicel 2bility end pcor equipment, they proved to be
very ineffective, We had equipment to detect your reder, but
none to interfer with it. Our direction finding equipment gave
us besring, nccurste to szbout 10 degrees *

Qe There wes the most emphasis pleced in convoy defenses?

A. I, personally, looked upon maneuverebility of the convoy es the
most importont single item, I always tried to orgenize my
convoys in formetions which would permit the meXimum evesion
'ta‘CtiCS. 4

Q. How much informetion did you receive of the position of our
submerines?

A. We hed pretty good stetisticel information. We were esble to
foretell from stetisticel dets, where to expect enemy subs and
could even foretell the cheracteristies of such submsrine groups
-~thet 1s, whether they would be aggressive, dering, or otherwise,
Prior to deperture from port, we were given intelligence bulleting
concerning submcrines, We had much confidence in these, =nd
relied hesvily on them,

Q. From your recollection of your records end reports of ships sunk
whet were the most serious losses during ‘the period September
1944 to Jenuery 19457
Ao In my own opinion, the loss of fuel wss the grecstest blow to
the country as e whole. I cennot sey whether atiecks sgsainst
tankers or ships cerrying oil in drums wes more demaging, but
the loss of evietion gasoline shipped in drums during thé Emer-
gency trensportation of November snd December of last yéﬁr ﬁﬂs
e severe blow to us. :

;hrt1ex€eriinge didtyou heve in cctusl escort of convoy?
gmede two trips out of the homelends First one fréﬂ MéJI'
@LQNGPAI, HANILA end ORMOC on LEYTE. I made two rouhstripgofrom
MalNIka to OKMOC, The second trip to MMOJI
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destined for SINGAPORE, ended in your carrier atteck on EONGKONG
15=16 Januery 1945.

VWhet wes the orgenizetion of the First Escort Fleet between
September 1944 and Jenuery 194579

The First Escort Force or Fleet hesd hescdquarters ot TAKAO and
consisted principelly of four groups of escort vessels celled
the Fifth, Sixth, Seventh snd Eighth Escort Convoys. There were
no escort convoys numbers one to four. There were other escort
vessels essigned to the First Escort Force or Fleet; but 2ll
importent convoys were ssiled in cherge of one of the four Escort
Convoyse I wes Steff Officer of the Seventh Escort Convoy.

The Escort Convoys rre tecticrl units end heve no perticuler
erer of responsibility.

Describe the atteck which you received ot HONGKONG from U. S.
cerrier besed plrnes.
The convoy wes enroute south end hed re-ched o position eest
of f EAINAN ISLEAND, £t this point 2 messsoge wes received from
Heedquerters ot TAKAO th-t enother convoy hed been sttacked
nesr SAIGON, This influenced the Hezdquerters of the First Escort
Fleet ot TAKAO to order my convoy to teke shelter, The convoy
wes first snchored inside some islends to the south of HONGKONG,
but later moved into HONGKONG Herbor zrriving there the 13th,
On the 14th, informction wes received thet the U, ®, Cerrier
Force wos cbout 200 miles south of HONGKONG, I believe this
informetion wes obtzined from redio direction finders. In preper-
ation for the cerrier alr ctteck, by the 15th the convoy wes
disposed ss follows: In EONGKONG Herbor, three lerge tenkers
noored to buoys in a smell group south of EONGKONG Islsnd end
surrounded by nine escort vessels in 2 circle around the tmkers,
The tenkers were moored in ¢ position of a triengle, 300 meters
on the side, ~nd the escort vessels circle was zbout 300 meters
outside the teonkers. I wes in the KANJU, flegship of the Fourth
Escort convoy, enchored in the eastern part of the circle., A
fourth lesrge tanker wes moored eest alongside dock off the ship
building y-rd ot FONGKONG #nd wes protected by two escorts
off shorce. The fifth tenker, which wes the smellest, wes moored
ot o KOWLOON dock epproximrtely north of the mein group of tenkers
end wos unprotccted. No oir cover wes aveileble, All tenkers
were in weter brllrst hence there were no serious fires. Damege
in the three or four =ttrcks on 15 Jenuery was not serious.
I estimcte 4 or 5 plenes were shot dovm. Thirty or forty
cosurltics were suffered., There werc no night ottacks. On 16th
the Nevel tenker KATOI(northernmost of three tenkers in thce group)
rcceived 3 or 4 direct dive bombing hits, 8he did not sink buE
was mcde useless. One other of this group recelved scverel hits
snd settled to botteonm with deck cbove weter., The third of this
group elso wes hit hecvily end becrme inoperetive. The tonker
alongside FONGKONG shinyrrd dock rcceived severel hits which
hough friling to sink her, completely disebled her. The SARAWLAK
MARU, eclongside KOWLOON Wherf was not believed to heve been aot-
trcked., Plenes eppro-chcd from e direction which possibly mede
her difficult to sces Although no escort vessels were sunk
or put completely out of commission, ccsuslties were high on
them snd some extensive metericl demege wrs susteined, I wos
hit by strefing at ebout 1430 end hrve becn in hospitel since,
This was the ;gfv1cst etteck snd wes susteined for cbout 15
migutes. I witnessed shooting down of ebout 12 or 12 pl-nes.,
Lrter Teports S?ftEd.tth cbout 20 totsl were shot down, The
shirs involved in this were:

KAMOI- spceial Nevy tenker 10,000 G.T. (disebled
TENEI ITARU = tenker 10,000 &, (diseblcd or suﬁisn
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TRANSCRIPT of Interrogation (Lt. Comdr., YATSUI, Noriteru).
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MATSUSHIMA - tanker 10,000 G.T. (disabled or sunk).
(name unknown) = tanker 10,000 G.T. (disabled or sunk).
SARAWAK MARU - tanker 4,500 G.T. (undamaged).
HATSUHARU - DD )., ( heavy casualties and some
10 coast defense vessels))(( serious damage topside,

When was first resupply convoy sent to ORMOC?
Don't know, But my convoy on 1 November wss the second.

Describe your experience in convoy which srrived ORMOC 31 October,
We arrived ORMCC in evening of 31 Oetober and departed evening ;
of 1 November. The Convoy consisted of the KASHII MARU, KINKA
MARU, NOTO IMARU and KOZU MARU --all 10,000 tons plus. Was
escorted by forces of Escort Convoy Fleet and DesRonOne. Com=-
DesRonOne was in command, Totel escort was 6 DDs, 4 coast defense
ships. I had accompanied this convoy from JAPAN where it had -
loaded the crack First Division from the TOKYO Area. This divi-
sion and its supplies was originally destined for MANILA but ,

2s the decision had been made to use every resource to defend
LEYTE, the convoy proceeded to ORMOC. As this was a very import-
ant convoy we were supposed to have 10 fighters over heesd during
daylight in PHILIPPTNE weaters and could call for 10 more if
neededs However, at times, there were none and never more than
15, The official arrangement for requesting air cover required
that it be made by the convoy commander to the CinC Southwest
Area Fleet (at MANILA), However, in sending the request by radio,
it was intercepted by commanders of the locel Naval Alr Fleets
who then used their judgement es to sending help. Army air

units were not on this circuit and hed to be reached through
headquarters, I observed a number of engagements between Jap-
anese Army fighters and P-38's. The Japanese fighters appeared
to be badly outclasseds Route from MANILA was via VERDE Passezge
SIBUYAN Sea, between BURIAS and TICAO Islands, TICAO Pass, then:
to the CAMOTES Sea and into CRMOC BAY, passing north of the :
CAMOTES Islends. A B-24 shadowed for 20 minutes off BURIAS
Island. Off POLOMPON, LEYTE, about 30 sorties by P-38's were
made about 2% hours before sunset on the 31lst. Planes strafed
and dropped some smell bombse. No serious demage was done to our
shipss A few easualties and superficial damages to decks and guns
were incurred. We arrived ORMOC just before sundown and had no
further attacks thet night. We anchored neasr and to west of.
ORMOC pier, about 1000 meters between shipss On 1 November:
shortly after dawn, P-38's commenced attecking and continued

all de both strefing and dive-bombing. No serious demege:

but qui%e a number of casualties to men on deck and material
damege to guns and equipment on deck wes sustalned. A% about
1400, three groups of 8 each of B=24's bombed from high level
concentreting on the ATO MARU which wes sunk et anchor. 00%

of her cargo had been unloaded. No other ship wes hit, A1l
cargo wes unloaded from other ships. U. S. plane losses consisted
of 1 or 2 P-38's shot down by convoy guns on 31st end some addi-
tional shot down by Japanese fighters., No B-24's were observed
shot down., The 3 remeining ships of the convoy and escort
seiled from CRMOC at sunset 1 November and returned to MANILA
without further incident, e

Egiﬁribe your experlence in the convoy to ORMOC on 10 November
I believe there were e fotal of nine ORMOC resupply convoys
celled TA operations, Number One occurred prior to 31 October:
number Two, which I accompanied, reached ORMOC on 31 October: .
number Four, which I also accompanied, reached ORMOC 10 November:
number Three, however, occurred later than number Four aﬁd w;s i
completely destroyed just before arriving ORMOC about 11 Nov;mber.
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TRANSCRIPT of Interrogetion (Lt., Comdr. YATSUI, Noriteru).
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This. convoy (#3) consisted of approximetely 3 medium sized trans-
ports of 4,000/5,000 tons and 6 DDs. Its speed wes 6+ to 7 knots.
This convoy was destroyed by cerrier-type planes. A message was
received from this convoy stating thet they were being esttecked
by 100 cerrier-bassed planes, Possibly 1 DD survived. Number
Four convoy consisting of KASHII NMARU, KINKA IMARU, KCZU IIARU,
DesRen 1 and 4 coest cefense vessels left MANILA on 7/ Novenber,
It passed thru TABAYAS Bay, MOMPOG Pass, IASBATE Pass, BLACK
ROCK Pass, to the CAMOTES Sea and hugged the west coast of LEYTE
very close. On the evening of th 9th as convoy rounded the
southern tip of peninsula west of ORMOC,it was attacked and
surprised by 20-30 B-25's and 15 or 16 P-38's which came out of
hills from the north., The KASEI1 MARU had all loading tackle
destroyed and landing barges on deck destroyed. The KINKA MARU
suffered slight demage to engines and a2lso suffered sonme demege
to deck equinment. The KOZU MLRU also suffered temporary engine
trouble and deck dameage., No importent damege wes done to escorts,
but considerable cesualties occurred. The mein demsge was done
by bombs. Those bombs which struck the hull did not do enough
demage to sink the ships - the sea being celm et the tine,
Arriving at ORMMOC 2t dusk on the 9th, the convoy anchored just
west of ORMOC Pier. There were no further attecks that night,
At dewn on the 10th, P-38's arrived and harrassed convoy all
day, mostly strefing. It hed been planned to discherge 211
cargo and personnel during the night znd to lesve 2t sunrise,
Nothing could be unloaded et night and no cesrgo wes unlosded
because of the condition of deck equipment snd lack of lc-nding
boats, An air reid two deys before hed destroyed landing berges
on the beaches., However., all the Army troops, epproximately 1
brigade, were put ashore by meens of the coast defense vessels,
The convoy departed about 3 hours after sunrise. About noon =t
southern tip of ORMOC Peninsula the convoy received ssme types
of attack from 40 B-25's end 16 P-38's that wes experienced on
the 9th except this time we expected the attack. The KO0ZU MARU
blew up and sanks The KASHII MARU received a bomb hit in bow
which started e fire which finally stopped ship and ceused it

to sink severel hours lcoter, The KINKA MARU received minor
damage and casuelties and returned to MANILA. Coast Defense
Ship No. 11 was beached at ORMOC Peninsule as result of bomb hit
and fire. Four DDs and ] coast defense ship steyed with KASHII
MARU which was slowed and burning. Two DDs and two coast defense
vessels accompenied KINKA MARU. About 1400 the KINKA M.ARU
group, which stayed well out from shore, was attacked by 5 or
more P-38's, One DD hed bow blown off by bomb but was a2ble to
return to MANILA, Personnel cesualties were suffered and very
minor damages were incurred by other ships. The 4 DDs and 1
coanst defense vessel, after KASHII MARU senk, followed and re-
joined off MASBATE. The following returned to MANILA: XKINKA
MLRU, 6 DDs and 3 coast defense vessels. In M/SBLTE Pass on
night of 10 November, convoy Number Three passed them enroute
south, Two or three of DDs from DesRon One left the KINKA MARU
and joined convoy Number Three., This convoy , as steted before
was sunk by cerrier eir off north west LEYTE on 11 November,

Q. Were you attacked by motor torpedo bosts in the PHILIPPINES?

Ae On night of 31 October while anchored ot ORMOC, motor tofbedo
boats were sighted near the esstern most COMOTE ISL.ND, but the
defending destroyers prevented an attack. Liige

90 ghpt w;s youi experience in the Cruiser 0I?

Ay wes Nevigator on her when she wes sunk at Letitude 13° .
Longitude 114° East, July 19,1944, She was hit Eidzgﬁé Jlfofflhﬁ
Central Tine by one torpedo On port side in after enginc pag Th
ship senk in five hours due to flooding and the breshin of 2: %
ship 2%t the point of demege in the hiph seas., The 01 fgW v
in compeany which saved shout 657 of her personnel % R
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