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Date : 

Division of Origin: Naval Ane.lysis Divisiono 

Subject: Attacks on Japanese shippingo 

Personnel interrogetec anG beckground of each: 

Tokyo 
26 October 1945 

0930-1200 

Lt. Comdr. YATSUI, Noriteru is a naval officer of 8 yee.rs 
serviceo During the first year of the war he was in the 
Tsuchiura Naval Air Corps at. TSl~CHIURA. From June 1942 to 
June 1943 he wcis Adjutant of N.I.F. (South East Lrea Fleet) 
and for the next six months be was a student of navigator 
school et YOKOSUKA. The next year wes spent on the cruiser 
OI. Hewes navigation officer and remeined there until the 
or we.s sunk in July 1944. His las~ assignment was Ste.ff of 
?th Escort Convoy. 

Where interviewed: Meiji Building, Room 528. 

Interrogator: Captain Steedmen Teller, USN. 

Interpreter: Mr. Fo Ce Woodrough, Jr. 

Allied Officers Present: None. 

Sill~JIARY 

Lt.1 Comdr. YATSUI describes air a.ttacks upon the resupply 
convoys to ORMOC in November 1944. He w~s present in the convoy 
which arrived at ORMOC on 31 Detober e.nd lost one ship at anchor 
to u. s. Army horizontnl bombers tbe next day. He also ~as in the 
convoy arriving at ORMOC on 9 November. This convoy was atta.cked 
by u. s. Army B-25's e.nd P-38 1 s on entry, susteining sufficient 
topside damage to interfere with unloc.ding. The next dey two 
cargo ships and one es.cert vessel were destroyed by a similar attack 

-.,._ during the convoys retirement. The complete destruction of a eon-
. voy end escorts by u. So c.arrier-b0zed airereft off north west LEYTE 

on il November is Blso verified. An eye witness account is given 
of the u. So carrier air attacks which destroyed most of en impor
tent te.nker convoy at HONGKONG on 15-16 January 1945. 
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TRANSCRIPT of In ter rogetion (Lt, Comdr o YATSUI , Noriteru) . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
TRANSCRIPT 

Q. Who was r esponsibl e for directing routi ng of J e.panese Merchant 
shi;"' s? 

A. The cormne.nd of eech individual escort eonvoy determined routes . 

Q. Did he elso determine orgenization of Convoy? 
A,, No 9 t he comn 2.nder of EPCh indi vidu2l Escort Convoy cerried out 

his duties with ships as s i gned h i m. The organi zat ion of convoy 
wa s det er mined by the Co!'lIIlender in Chie-f , Grc:ind Sur f 2ce Escort 
Force ( G"'.::E). 

Qo On whr t \·.r2s the emphesi s pl e ced in yorr defense of convoys ? 
Ae Some though t we s given to Jl_{J,., but the me jor f ector w2 s 2nti

subnerine def ense . 

Q. Vvh2t we1~e the principe.l defense fe c:- tur es? How were e.nti2ircr2ft 
used? Eow were destr oyers used? Were they used f or cover and 
screening or for offensive se2rcl1 ? Wes r 2d2r us ed et night? 

A. In e;ener2 l a i rcr .:- ft we s used i n t vva weys; first , 2s direct cover 
f or t he convoy ; end secdnd , t o cerry out regul 2r deily p2 trols 
over t he ent ire r out e of the convoy e The f or mer ues c erri ed ou t 
with cerr ier- br sed pl ?.nes if cr Triers were included emong the 
e s cort vessels , 2nd by shore- b2sed 2ir whenever this w2 s pr2ctic-
2ble . Cprrier 2ircraft were used very i nfr equently . We never h ~d 
mor e th2n f o1.J.r c ,· r 1~ier_s which could be used i n convoy oper e tions . 
Theref ore, tr.is enpl oyP'lent wc> s very limi ted . An eff ort w2s mede 
t o use r Pder eg2inst submarine s a s widely es possibl e, but due 
t o poor t echnicel rbilit y end poor equipment 5 t hey proved to be 
very incf~ect ive . We hed equi pment t o detect your r 2d2r, but 
none t o interfer with it . Our direc tion finding eql·ipment grve 
us bec:- ring , ~ccur? t e t o 2bout 10 degree s 

Q. ,·There wr s the mos t ernph2sis pl2c ed in convoy defenses? 
A. I , per son2 l l y , l ooked upon r.ianeuvere bili ty of the convoy 2.s the 

most importcint s i ngl e i tern . I e.l vr2.ys tri ed t o orgenize my 
convoys i n fo r mP tions whj_ch v,roul d permi t the F12:x:i mum eve' s i on 
t r ctics . 

Q. Eow much i nfor~P t ion did y nu receive of the position of our 
subm2rines? 

A. '\Ne h2d pr etty good str tistic2l i nformat ion . 'Ne were ebl e to 
for etell from s t 2t istic2l dr-tF , wher e to expect enemy subs 2nd 
could even f oretel l the chr r 2cteri s t i cs of such subm~ rine groups 
--th2t is, whether they would be 2ggre~ s ive , dr ring , or oth er wi se 
Prior t o deperture fro~ por t, we were given intelligence bulletin; 
concerni ng submr r i nes . We h2d much confidence in these-, rnd 
reli ed her vily on ther.i .· 

Q. Fr om your r ecollection of your r ecor ds end r eports of sh jDs sunk 
wh r t wer e the mos t s erious l os ses during the period Sept ember ' 
1944 t o J 2nw:- r v 1 945? 

A. In my ovm opi ni on , t he l oss of fuel 1.r:--s the gr er t es t bl ow to 
t he cov.ntr y 2.~ 2. 1ivhol e ~ I ?2m:io t sey whether 2t ·i·.r- cks 2 rcr inst 
t Pnker s or ships c2rr y1ng oil in drums w~ s mor e d2m2 ging but 
the l oss of PVi r tion g2sol i ne shi pped in drt:.1:1s dur i ng th~ emer
gency trPnsportrtion of November 2nd Decenber of l es t ye~ r ~r s 
2 severe bl ow t o us . 

Q. ,.,h,._t exper i ence did you h2ve in rc t u, l e scort of convoy? 
A. I cede two tr ips out of t he homel r nd 6 Firs t one fr om HOJ I ·to 

SF ANGF AI' rfANILA r-nd ommc on LEYTE. I made two round trips from 
MAN11A to O~MOC . The second t ri p to MOJI 
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TRANSCRJPT of Interrogrtion (Lt: Comdr. YATSUI, Noriteru). 

destined for SH!GAPOPE , ended in your c2.rrier 2. t i:F ck on HONGKONG 
1 5~16 J 2nu2ry 1945. 

Q. Wh2 t wes the org2niz2.ti on of the First Escor t Fleet between 
September 1944 2.nd J 2.nu2 ry 1945? 

A. The First Escort Eorce or Fleet h2d herc.au2rters 2t TAKAO c:nd 
consisted princip2lly of four groups of escor t vessels c2lled 
the Fifth , Sixth, Seventh 2nd Ei ghth Escort Convoys . There were 
no Escort convoys numbers one to fouro TherE were other escort 
vessels :- ssigned to the First Escort For ce or Fleet; but 211 
i mportrnt convoys wer e s eiled in chr r ge of onE of the four Escort 
Convoys o I vms St2ff Officer of the Seventh Escort Convoy . 
The Escort Convoys ~re t 2cticr l units 2nd h 2ve no prrticul2r 
er e;-- of r es.ponsibility . 

Q. Describe thE o.ttr•ck which you received 2t EONGKONG from U. S . 
crrrier bPsed nl ~nEs . 

A. The convoy w2s~ Enr 01_1_tE south 2nd hcc1 re~ chEd 2 position c2st 
off EAINAN ISL.l-_ND . J'. t tl'"2.is point r:. messrge wr-s received from 
Ee2dquc:- r te;rs ct TP..KAO th--t 2nother convoy h2d been 2ttrcked 
nE 2r SAIGON . This infl uenced the He2dqur-rters of the Fir s t Escort 
Flee t c t TAKAO to or der my convoy t o t r ke shelter. The convoy 
w2s first r:nchored insi de some isl1.:nds t o -:;he south of HONGKONG, 
but l 2t er moved into HONGKONG Hrrbor ,:, rriving ther ~ the 13th e 
On the 14th, infor nc' tion w2 s r ec eived t he t the _D o 0 • C2rrier 
Force w2s 2.bout 200 miles south of EONGKONG o I believe thj_s 
inform2tion w2s obt2 ined from rrdio direction finders. I n prepc:.r-
2.tion for the c r rr ier Dir 2ttcck , by the 1i th the convoy w, s 
di spo s ed <'S follows: In HONGKONG Herbor, thr ee l r r ge t rnke;rs 
moor ed to buoys in e sm2ll group s outh of HONGKONG Isl, nd 2nd 
sur rounded by nine es cort ve::ssels in P. circle 2.r ound the t--nkErs. 
The t r nkers wer e moored in 2 position of a t ri r ngl c, 300 met ers 
on the side , , .nd the escort vEssEls c i rcl e wc..s r.bout 300 me t ers 
outside t he t 2nker s . I wrs in the KtNJU, fl rgship of the Fourth 
Escor t convoy , rnchored in the E2 s t ern p2rt of the circle . A 
f our t h l2 r ge t c" nker wr s moor ed ers t 21 1:mgs ide dock off the shi p 
buildinr, y" r d 2t I~OI,'GKONG r nd wr:: s protected by two escorts 
off shore .. The fif th t r nker, wh ich w2 s thE sm2llest , w2s moor ed 
r t 2. KOWLOON dock 2pproxim,tely north of the m2 in group of t rnki2rs 
r·nd wrs unprot GctEd . No r ir cov~r w::: s 2vr-il2.ble . All t r'nkErs 
wer E in wr:: t cr br ll r st h ence ther e were no sErious f i r es . Dc..m2ge 
in the t hr ee or four ~t tr cks on 1 5 Jrnu~r y wa s not serious . 
I es tin;: te 4 or 5 plrn2s wer e shot c!.ovm . Ttdr t y or forty 
crsurltia s were suf fered . There were; no nigh t r t t ~cks . On 16th 
t be Nr vPl t r nker KN :OI(northernn,ost of thrc(: t rnke;:•s in the grot1p ) 
r eceived 3 or 4 direct divc bo,·1bing hits . She did not sink but 
was nrde usc l Gss . On e oth~r of this gr oup re ceive~ sev0r r l hits 
r nd s ettled t o botton with d0 ck r bove we t er. Th e third of this 
g r• ~p rlso w0 s hit h ecvily 2nd becPme inoperetive . Th e t r nker 
2l ong s i de ~ONGKONG shipyr rd dock r ec eived sevEr~l hits which 
t hough fr' iling tn s ink h e: r , cor,1pl e:tel y dis2bl e:d h er . The SARA;~r.Al\ 
ViAR.U, r l ongside KO'HLOON Wh r rf w2 s no t believed to h , VE beE:n r.. t 
t r- ckcd . PJ ;in es 2ppr o~ ch.:d. from 2 dirEction which possibly m2 de 
h 0r difficult to s ee . Althou gh no escort vessels wer e sunk 
or pu t cm1pl e t ely ou~ of c ~mrn~ssion, c::-su2ltic-s were high on 
them 2nd some Ex~ens ive rnrLEr1r l do~rge w~s sustrined . I w~s 
hi~ by str;fing 2 ~ 2bout_l430 2nd h2ve be~n i n hos pi t 2 1 sin;E. 
This WDS t n c h e~v10st r t ~r ck rnd wr s sustrined f or rbout 1 5 
m~~:~~E: ~: -~ ~_,_wit~~:sec\,s:oo~i ng .1.down _of 2bout 12 or 1: pl -nes. 
L. ~d ~ c1_JOI LS s :- · LEd . ..,n ,. t c boul, 20 totr l we:re shot down. ThE: 
sh1 ~s involved i n this werG : 

KJ\J WI- spe cial N2 ~,,-y t en\,;.e: r 10,000 G ,T . (disebl t d ). 
TENEI I'fARU - t 2nku·- 10 , 000 G. T. (diseblccl or sunk) 

0 

159 - 3-



TRANSCRIPT of Interrogation (Lt. Comdr. YATSUI, Noriteru). 
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:MATSUSHIMA - tanker 10,000 G.T. (disabled or sunk). 
(name unknown) - tanker 10,000 G.T. (disabled or sunk). 
SARAWAK MARU - tanker 4,500 G.T. (undamaged). 
HATSUHARU - DD ) ( heavy casualties and some 
10 coast defense vessels))(( serious damage top~ide. 

Q. When was first resupply convoy sent to ORMOC? 
A. Don't know . But ElY convoy on 1 November was the second. 

Q. Describe your experience in convoy which arrived ORMOC 31 October, 
A. We arrived ORMOC in evening of 31 October and departed evening · 

of 1 November. The Convoy consisted of the KASHil MARU, KI NKA 
MARU, NOTO r,IARU and KOZU MARU --all 10 ,OOO tons plus. Was 
escorted by forces of Escort Convoy Fleet and DesRonOne. Com
DesRonOne was in command . Total escort was 6 DDs, 4 coast defe~s~ 
ships. I had accompanied this convoy from JAPAN where it had 
loaded the crack First Division from the TOKYO Area. This divi~ 
sion and its supplies was originally destined for MANILA but , . 
as the decision had been made to use every resource to defend 
LEYTE, the convoy proceeded to ORMOC. As this was a very i mport
ant convoy we were supposed to have 10 fi ghters over he2d during 
daylight in PHILIPPJNE waters and could call for 10 more if 
needed. However, at times, there were none and never more than . 
15. The official arrangement for requesting air cover required 
that it be made by the convoy commander to the CinC Southwest 
Area Fleet (at MANILA). However, in sending the request by r adio, 
it was inter cepted by commanders of the locel Naval Air Fleets . 
who then used their judgement e s to sending hetp. Army air 
units were not on this circuit and hed to be r ea ched through 
headquarters. I obs erved a number of engagements between Jap
anese Army fi ghters and P-38 ' s,. · The J apanese fi ghters appeared 
to be badly outclassed. Route from MANILA WRS vi2 V:::RDE Passage 
SIBUYAN Sea , between BURIAS and TIC.AO Islands, TI CAO Pass, then 
to the CAMOTES Sea and into ORMOC BAY, passing north of the , 
CAMOTEG Islends. A B-24 shadowed for 20 minutes off BURIAS 
Island . Off POLOMPON, LEYTE , about 30 sorties by P-38's were 
made about 2½ hours before sunset on the 31st. Planes strafed 
and dropped some small bombs. No ser i ous danage was done to our 
ships. A f ew easualties and superficinl damages to decks and 'guns 
were incurred. We arrived om.we just before sundown and had no 
further attacks that night. We anchored near and to west of , 
ORMOC pier about 1000 meters between ships~ On 1 November- : 
shortly after d e.vm, P-38 's commenced attacking and continue¢].: 
all dey, both strr fing and di ve-bombing. No s erious d2me ge~ 
but quite a number of ca sualti es to men on deck and ma teri ci.1 
dam2.ge to guns and equipment on deck we s sus t ained . At about 
1400 , t hr ee gr oups of 8 ea ch of B-24's bombed from high level 
concentret i ng on the iTATO MARU which we s sunk et anchor. 90% 
of her c2r go had been unloaded . No other ship we s hit. All 
car go was unloaded fr om other ships. U. s. plane losse s consisted 
of 1 or 2 P- 38 's shot ·down by convoy guns on 31st Pnd some iiGl.d i
t i onal shot down by J apanese fi ghtErs. No B- 24's were ob ~frv~~ 
shot down. The 3 r emaining ships of the convoy and escort ·. 
sailed f r om C•RMOC at sunse t 1 November and returned t o RiANILA 
wi t hout further i ncident. 

Q. Describe your expert ence in t he convoy to ORMOC on 10 November 
1944. 

A. I believe there ~er e e t ot a l of nine ORMOC r esupply convoys 
c2lled TA oper~tions. Numbe~ One occur red prior to 31 October • 
number Two , whi ~h I accor.ip e.ni ed, r ~eched ORMOC on 31 Oc t ober · 9 

number Four, which I also accompanied , r eached ORMOC 10 Nove;be:r· 
n~ber Three , however~ occurred l at er than number Four and wes ' 
compl et ely des troyed Just before arri ving ORMOC about 11 November. 
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This. convoy _(#3) cons_isted of approxir:1e tely 3 □ediuo fiz ed trans
ports of 4,~0 0/5 , 000 tons and 6 DDso Its speed w2 s 6~ to 7 knots. 
This convoy w2s destroyed by c errier-type pl enes. A messe ge was 
r e c eived from this convoy sta ting the t they were being 2tt 2cked 
by 100 c e r r i er-b2sed planes. Possibly 1 DD survived . Nun b er 
Four convoy consisting of KASHII If k:RU, KINK.A HAHU, KOZU 11ARU, 
De sRon 1 and 4 co est 0.ef ense vessels left MANILA on 7 Nover.1ber. 
It pn s sed thru TJ:...BA.YAS B2.y, MOMPOG Pe.ss, l':IJ,.SBATE Pa ss, BLACK 
ROCK Pa s s , to the CJ.\MOTES Se2. c'..nd hugg ed the west co a.st of LEYTE 
v e r y clos e . On the evening of t h 9th 2s convoy round ed the 
sou thern tip of peni nsula west of ORMOC, it we s a t tc:1cked e.nd 
surprised by 20- 30 B·- 25 1 s and 15 or 16 P--38 1 s vyhich cer.ie out of 
hill s fror:1 the north . Th e KASHIJ nf~RU h2.d a l l l oc:iding t Ei ckle 
de str oyed and l e.nd ing b e. r ges on d e ck destroyedo Th e KI NKA MARU 
suff Gr ed slight d2nage to en gines and elso suffered sone d rr.ir r e 
to deck equi pP1ent. The KOZU Ml.RU nlso suffered te□porc:ry engine 
trouble e.nd de ck de.me.ge o No i nportc:-nt dane.r,e v12 s done to escorts, 
but considerable c 2 su2.l ties occur r ed . The me. in d2or-.f e w~ s done 
by bor.ibs~ Those bo□bs which struck the hull did not do 2nough 
d2.m2 p: e to sink the ships - the s ea being c r lrn 2t _the tine . 
Arriving r-:. t ORMOC a t dusk on the 9th, the c onvoy anchorGd jus t 
west of 03MOC Pier. There wer e no fur ther a t tr cks t h a t night. 
At dawn on the 10th, P-38 1 s arrived and h a.rre.ssed convoy all 
day, mostly strefing . It h 2d b e en pl enned to disch2r ge all 
ca r go and p ersonnel dur j_n g the night 2nd to l et.'v e 2t sunrise ,. 
Nothing c ould be unlond ed 2t night 2.nd n o c 2r go WBS unlo r- ded 
b e cpuse of the condi t ion of deck equipment and l e ek of l ~nding 
boRts o An a ir r a h ~ two d2ys b efor e h 2d d estroy ed 1 2.nd i n g b ;:- r ge s 
on t he beache s. Howev er~ 211 the !:.rny tr-oop s , epproxir.w tel y 1 
brigade , were put ~shore by □e cns of t he coa st def ens e v e s s els. 
Th e convoy depa r t ed Rbout 3 hours cftEr sunrise . About noon e t 
southern tip of ORi'tiOC Pen i nsula the convoy r e c eived s eme t yp e s 
of c:i. t tr..c k from 40 B--25 1 s and 1 6 P--38 1 s tha t we s experienced on 
the 9th except thi s time vve expGcted the 2..tte ck . Th e KOZU M.A RU 
blew up o.n d s ank. Th e KASHII MARU r e c e ived a b omb_hit i n bow 
1Nhich started 2 fi re vvh i ch finally s topped ship and c r us ed it 
to sink s e::-v er r.:: l h ours l r.t er o The lUNKA Mii.RU rece i Ved !7linor 
dr.m.F' ge and c nsu2.l ti e s 2.n d r e turned. to MANILA. Cor, st Defense 
Ship No. 11 wa s b e8 ch ed et ORMOC Peninsule a s r e sult of bomb hit 
and fir e " Four DDs nnd J. c oas t defense ship s tey ed with KtSHII 
MARU which we s slowed and bu rning ~ Two DDs end t wo coast def ense 
vessels 2ccompr ni ed KI NK.A MARU ,. About 1400 the KINK.A MI.RU 
group , which stay ed well out :from sh or e , was a tta cked by 5· or 
□or e P-38 1 s. One DD h ?d bow blovm off by bomb but We s 2.ble to 
r e t u rn to Mi~NILA. Per s onne l ce sua l ti e s wer e suff e::- r ed and v e ry 
minor demage s were i ncurr ed by other ships . The 4 DDs and 1 
coc' s t def ense v e ssel, after Kf_SHII MARU s enk, followed and r e
j o i n Gd of f M/,.SBJ\_TE . The f ollowing r e turned to Ml.FI LA: KI NK!_ 
ML.RU, 6 DDs (')_nd 3 co.sst defen se v e s sels. In M:.SBJ.'I'E Pass on 
n i gh t of 10 Nov er.1ber, c onvoy Numb er Three pas sed t hem enroute 
sou th ~ Two or three of DDs fror.i DesRon One left the KI N1Gi. i\.lTM1U 
P.nd joi n ed convoy NuI'.lb e r Th r ee o T:t,i s c onv oy , e.s s t 2 t e;d bef or e 
wr.s sunk by c 2r ri er e.ir of f n orth wes t LEYTE on 11 Nov eEib er. 

Qe Wer e you a t t ecke cl. by motor t orpedo boe ts in t h e PHILIPPINES? 
.A. On n i ght of ~l October whi l e c1.nchor ed e t om.me , mo t or t orp edo 

boa ts wer e sighted nee r t h 0 ee ste r n mos t c m:OTE ISLJ.11D , but t h e 
def ending destr oy ers prev en t ed an a t t e ck . 

Q o 1fihc' t we s your exper ienc e in t he Crui s e r OI? 
Ao I wr s Ne.vi p:atgr on h e r wh en she vre s sunk ~t L~.titude 130 Nor th ; 

Longitude 114 East, ,July 19,1 944. She WP S hit et 1230 J e p l?.n 
Ce~tra l Ti~e bf one torp edo on por t s i~e in 2 fter engine roo~ ~ The 
sh~p sr-nk in f ~ve h our s du e to fl ooding Elnd t h e brerking of t hE: 
~h ip : ·t t he P?lnt of dr1·1pge i n the h i r:h S E2 So TLe or h 2d on e DD 
in co11p2ny which s2.v cd rbou t 65% of h e r pErson.nel. 
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