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~-IEADQUART~iiS 
U.6 . STRATt GIC EOtIBI NG SURVEY 

(PACIFIC) 
APO # 234 

c/o Postmaster, 8an Francisco 

I NT~RROGATION NO. 137 PLACE : TOKYO 
TI ME & DAT2 24 Oct. 45. 

DIVISION OF ORIGI N: _.,~CJRALE. 

Personnel i nterrogated and background of each: 

Mr. Ai.<:ABfa_i\JE , YuTAKA , Vice-Chief Cabinet I nformation I 
Bureau. , 

Where i nterviewed: Home i:1iinj_stry, i::~r. 1.;,KABAi:~E 1 S Office. 

I nt errogator: 

I nterpreter: 

Lt. Condr ., A.H. LEIGHTON 

None. 

Allied Officers Present: liiajor Conrad ArtEl~S.3ERG. 

SUWiMARY: 

~orale control described - From a mee ti~g of the Board 
of Information with Army, Navy and other ministry r epresent
atives, decisions i n r egard to propaganda problems would be 
achieved. Board of I ·'1formation would then ·instruct all organs 
of publica tion, radio, and the r egional chiefs, who i n turn 
instructed the pref ectural governors and so on down the line 
to the ' lowest branches of the Government. The Board of 
Infor mation a lso sent out r.1en to l ecture in different parts 
of Japan. The policy- t1aking meetings of the Boar d were not 
r egular; but called ··hen the occasion dictated . 

The Japanese policy of always pronising that the next 
battle would be victorious and of cla iming victories where 
ther ewer e none gradually underr,iined the confidence of the 
people. Thisbe~an a t Guadalcanal, but becnne most ~arked 
aft er Leyte. 

Durin[; the l ast year of the war ther e was considerable 
friction between t he people and the ~i nistry, each blaminP 
the other f or defeats. There was no i mportant friction ° 
bet weem upper and lower classes, or bet ween the Japanese□and 
the Chinese or l\.or eans in !apan , . though some of t he iri1ported 
l abor from both China and Kor ea gave some troubl e . In the last 
year of the war, ther e was q. goo-6_ deal of ill-feeling between 
the r esidants of r ural districts and small towns on the one 
hand and the evacua ced city dwellers on t he other. The evacuees 
crowded the country peopl e , caused prices to soar and did not 
con tribute u s eful wor k to life in the country. 

The main pr opaganda lines of the Board of I nformation 
were (1) To incrGa s e the production of planes, (2) increase 
the pr oduction of f ood , and (3) to maints in mora l e ( confidenc 
in vist ory) e 
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