NEGROES IN THE U, 8. NAVY

PRESS CONFERENCE HELD BY SECRETARY KNOX, April 7, 1942

Announcement made by Secretary of Navy Frank Knox that Negroes are to be
accepted as volunteers in Navy along certain lines.
Necessity for establishment of training station to give Negro volunteers
same initial training as white men.
Hegro outfit to be organized in Marine Corps.
Negroes to be employed in various Navy Yards for shore establishments.
When sdequately trained, competent force to be used as crew on smaller
craft except for petty officers, etc.
Orgenizing construction crews along somewhat the lines already being
organized among the whites =~ men of crafte and skills for work on bases
wherever needed.
Whole thing to be carrled along in cordial spirit of experimentation so
a8 to make maximum use of Negro volunteer, and his employment in a way to
provide least possible difficulty of racial character.

NAVY DEPARTMENT PRESS RELEASE, April 7, 1942
NAVY TO ACCEPT NEGROES FOR GENERAL SFRVICE

Navy Department: announced that Negro volunteers will be accepted for enlist-
ment for general service in reserve components in Navy, Marine Corps, and
Coast Guard. All ratings will be opened to them in three branches, recruiting
to be begun as soon as suitable training station established. Same physical
and mental entrance standards required as for all Navy personnel.

Negro sailors to be utilized for duty in District craft of varlous kinds,in
maritime activities around shore establishments, in Navy Yards, and in Navy's
new construction crews and companies to develop bases outside continental
limite of United States.

NAVF DEPT. PRESS RELEASE, April 1, 1942
S8 ATT COMM

Doris Miller, Mess Attendant lc, Negro, Waco, Texas, commended by Secretary
Knox for heroism displayed during Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.




FAVY DEPT. PRESS RELEASE, Moy 5, 1942
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Hegro recruits volunteering for general service in Havy. to-be trained.at..
U. 5. Baval Training S8tation; Great. lakes, Illinois. Rdbxfuittqg to be begun
as soon as;barracks. and other,buildings under comstruction ready-for oc=. . .
cupancy, probably:about.June 15, N e e - :
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Doris Miller, Hess Attendant:lo, USN, Negro,-Waco, Texas, Sompended April

1, 1942, by Seotetary Knox for heroism displayed during Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor, awarded Navy Oross by Fresident of United States, being cited
for "his:dlgtinguished, devotion. $0.duty, extraordinary.courage and disregard. .-
for ¥R personal safety during the.attack.” HKiller, at .the side of his Qapw .
tain. on the bridge, despite enemy strafing and bombing assisted in moving the
mor$ally wounded Oaptain.to a place,of greater safety and later manned.and..

operated-a:pachine gun-until.ordered to leave the bridge. . -
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N. D. P R.. Hay 20. 1942

U. 8. Havy to enlist Hegroes beginning June 1, 1942 at all recruiting stations
throughout; .the. sountry, . .- -~ ~ - - - . .. U A I B
Eptimated-available facilities will accomodate ‘approximately 1,000.a month, ; :
Training. couress announced.for Great Lakes Naval Training 8tation; Hampton
Institute, Hampton, Virginia; Naval Training Station, Norfolk, Va.,(Oone
struction battalions) '
ND:PiRo, May 20, 1942 = . -
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Firet battalion of Negroes, numbering about 800, to be enlisted in U. 8. Marine
Corps. Reserve. during June and July; according to announcement at US M § -
Headquarterse. - - .. . - ' L :
Volunteers to form composite battalion, . S
Until training center ready for reception, recruits to be temporarily placed in
inactive duty status. Training centar to be in vicinity of New River, N. C,
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N. D, P. R,, Aug. 12, 1942
HAMPTON INSTITUTE PACILITIES 7O BE ENLARGED

sus.ow €. ol 7, 70.ACCOMODATR NEGROES FOR ADVANOED TRAINING
Hew-buildings to be:constructed; existing facilities. to xndergo . oxtensive
alterations  to prepqre ~for .training purpases. .. : "o

Many Negro recruits..in ~tzaining at Great. Lakes rﬂayal Training Station to be
sent to Hampton Institute for further instruction before assignment to duty
with rating and pay commensurate with ability.
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First groups of Negro recruits to complete baaic naval tra:lning leave Camp
Robert Smalls, U.8. Naval Training Station, Great Lakes, Illinois., Additiomal
retruita .take places of those assigned to duty or to schools for further traine
ing.
103 of-first 333.completing basic:training.at- Oamp.Robert Smalls to receive
advanced training to fit them to become specialists at Eampton Institute and
at Great Lakes. Advanced classed to start September 15,
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om?mm OF. wmmmirmmmms RELEASE, s.m. 13. 1942

fOn-the Home.Pro#d?,: one of a.number of features of the Newe Bureau, O¥I, made
available to Negro newspapers weekly, either for use in fnll or for editorial
comment,.., (Releagse re skilled WOTKers).. .. .. .:i-:,. v op Tooor O . gaeh
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Regume .of training at .Oamp Robert Smalls, U.8, Naval. rraining Statiom Qrea.t
Lakea,. and at Bampton Inetitute. ,Hampton. Virginia., .
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OVI,’H. B., P. B., Sept. 21, 1942

Relense re Negro . singere of Zion Baptist Ghurch, Waghington, D. 0., who on

Sunday, September 13, 1942, made initial appearance at Ohurch Service of the
Fleet, Marine Force, Marine Barracke,; New River, North Oarolina, as Fiftye
Firet. Oomposite Dafense Battalion Oho!.r.
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'Charlee !hgo&om Xauey, Barrhburg. ,111.. Hegro. former elevator operator,
graduated from training camp as honor man of the third Negro reéruit company
at u. 8. Naval Training s%auon. Great Lakea. 1. ,
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?ust nb rty Ship mea aften outatamling American Negro, the BOOKER T,

-WASHINGZO § - 1o be lannche& at Wilming&on t California, ‘Beptember 29, 1943,
Harion Andorson. noted Kegro contralto, sponsor.

Captain Hugh N. Mulszac, only Negro to hold maaster's certificate, to ba in
eommand of orew oomposed of white and Regro officers and men,
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Hinety-seven Negro Bluejackets, first of their race to complete inatmtion
in_various. tredes offered by Navy, graduated from Service Bckool at U. 8
Yaval Training Station. Great Iaakea. 111,

Ninkn HiviL Disehics v, X., Jan.. 12, 1943'
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Rifle range at Great Inakos popular phaae of training with Vegro Bluejackets.

HATIONAL MARITINS UNION, 010, P, Ri, Jan. 13, 1943 ST NN
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Gaptain Bngh E. Hnlzao. first Begro to cow a vessel 1n Amorican Karitime
history, and his United Nations orew of new Liberty Bhip, BOOKER T, WASHINGTON,
honored . at dinnen in New York by Greater New York Industrial Union Council, OIO.

PRESS RELEASE (by Stephen O. Kalagian), Jen, 16, 1943
SOIORED BAND

AlleNegro naval, military and swing band assigned to New Orleans Naval Air
Station.

Members recruited from night clubs and dance halls in and sround New Orleans.
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NINTH HAVAL DISTR. P. Bo, Jan. 16, 1943

Owen Dodaon. one of country 8 lead.ing Negro playvrights. training at U. 8.
ﬁaval Training Station ab Great Lakes, .
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Moges: Proston, Negro phntographer with four years of experience, training at
U. 8. Naval Training Station at Oreat Lakes, displaying gallery of more than
7,800 negativas shot from coagt . to -coast, .

?ictmen range from albandaped. sheep corral in Utah to Government 'building
portleoe ~ » T e el e s ey

E.D.P.B., Peb:i3,:1943.,

Hvin Bell, Heas’&ttendant Sc, USN Negro. awarded aﬂavy and Marine Corps Medal
for service aboard:USS LEXINGTON. ip Battle of Coral Sea. _ .Voluntarily joined .
repalr party fighting- fire in-area. froqnentecl ‘by violent' exglosiois and assisted
in femoving. poraonnel who had been. 1n3m;ed and. trapped ‘belov deekio
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NINTH HAVAL DIS?R. P. Bo, Fob. 6, 1943
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J‘amea Henry Imucas, Buffalo. New York, graduated as honor man of his Begro
company at U. 8. Haval ‘i‘ratning Shation. Gxeat I:akas, 111.

BIMK EPLVAL DISREO Po Ro, rﬁbo 38, 1943
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lermer White House butler, George 0linton Fields, 31-year-old Negro, who served
_as President Eooseve].t’s valet for last four years, training at ’Great Lakes,

’nxm mm. msmn. P. B., March 16, 1943

'Glarenca Izawaon, viaelr traveled Hegro sculptor and lecf.uror, training at
Great Lakes.
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11th NAVAL DISTR. B, K. . April 8, 1943 -
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One hundred prf\;i'h"-é":éé . “comprising firet detachment of Negro Marines to be
stationed at.San Piego Marine Gorps base, arrive to:continue tratring. Dee -
tachment,. First Marine: Depot Company, ‘came from New River,:N. O, : ISR
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Two Hegro brother school teachers from Beaumont, Texas, who enlisted in
Bavy in June, announced by authorities at Great Lakes as having met require-
ments: for promotion: to: quartermaster third class.
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on Gorman. submarine rammed.end.sunk by eruiser: CAMPBELL:” Ocast Guard Head-
quarters reveal Nogro gun orew fired several rounds a U-boat and scored telling
hits which aided in destruction of submarine. ‘
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Expected that approximately 15 per cent of men inducted this year will be
members of Negro race,

0f thousands who volunteered for service with Havy before ban on voluntary
enlistment of men between ages of 18 and 37 inolueive, (Presidential Bxecutive
Order of December 6, 1942) most have completed basic training and many sdvanced

tralning at Navy's vocational schools and have been assigned to duty aboard
ships or at shore establishments.
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N. D. P. R., May 18, 1943

' USH
Charles Jackson Smith, Mess Attendant 2¢, /Negro, commended by Admiral William
¥. Halgey, Jr., USH, for courage in attempting to save group of shipmates on
Uss GREGORY after ship had been shelled and sunk by Japanese naval forces.
T ed line to himgelf and swan for more than two hours without rest attempting
to two raft on vhich sbout 16 men were adrift and which was being deliberately
shelled by Japanese. '

N.D.P.R., May 21, 1943

Late Leonard Roy Harmon, Mess Attendant lc, USH, Hegro, awarded Navy Cross
posthunously for extraordinery heroism while gerving aboard USS SAN FRANCISCO
in Battle of Guadalcanal when Harmon deliberately exposed himgelf to hostile

gunfire to protect shipmate. Secretary Knox approved assignment of Name USS
HARMON to destroyer escort vessel novw under construction.

11¢h NAVAL DISTR., P. R. (Ho date) 1943
(PREPARED FOR DOUGLAS AIRVIEW (MAGAZINE) AND FEORO HEWSPAPERS)

Jacob Whidbee, Navy Yegro cock who prefers feeding hungry breech of antie

aireraft gun to dishing out chow to hungry bluejackets, relates South Pacifie

adventures and makes observations before midday shifte of Dougles Il Segundo
vorkers,




