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ltEOROES IN THE U.S. NAVY 

PRESS CONFERENCE HELD :BY SEOREI'ARY KNOX, April 7, 1942 

Announcement made by Secretary of Navy Jrank Knox that Negroes are to be 
accepted as volunteers in Navy along certain lines. 

Necessity for establishment of training station to give Negro volunteers 
same initial training as white men. 
Negro outfit to be organized in Marine Corpe. 
Negroes to be employed in various Navy Yarde for shore establishments. 
When adequately trained, competent force to be used as crew on smaller 
craft except for petty officers, etc. 
Organizing construction crews along somewhat the lines already being 
organized among the whites -- men of crafts and skills for work on basee 
wherever needed. 
Whole thing to be carried along in cordial spirit of experimentation so 
as to make maximum use of Negro volunteer, and his employment in a way to 
provide least possible diffioulty of racial character. 

NAVY Dm>ARTMEHT PRESS RELEASE, April 7, 1942 
NAVY TO AOOEPT NEGROES JOR GENERAL SERVIOj 

Na17 Department< announced that Negro volunteers will be accepted for enlist­
ment for general service in reserve components in Navy, Marine Corps, and 
Coast Guard. All ratings will be opened to th~m in three branches, r ecruiting 
to be begun as soon as suitable training station e~tablished. Same physical 
and mental entrance standards required as for all Navy personnel. 
Negro sailors to be utilized for duty in District craft of va rious kinds,in 
maritime activities around shore establishments, in Navy Yards, and in Navy's 
new construction crews and companies to develop bases outside continental 
limits of United States. 

Jl#.V'f Dil.P1! 0 i'RESS RELEASE, April 1, 1942 

, tp:SS ATTENDANT OOMMERDlilD 

Doris Miller, Meas Attendant lo, Begro, Waco, Texas, ·commended b7 Secretar7 
Knox for heroism displayed during JapaneRe attack on Pearl Harbor. 
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BAVY DEP!o PBESS RELEA.sB, 1187 6, 1942 
-~ ·:~ -_,.-. ·: __ -:~,1.··:.\·:··. ·-:: •.. ·c. ·.· ... ~-•·· : ; · .. ~:.. •· , . :·._-_.:. 

. 18 ~~~~-: ~f~BE }!AAiim,D._ :AJ!"- -G~-}fijl~· 
llegro· re~~s T.Ql~t,~r$.~ .. _for,·,,e,;ipral. 11,rv1~, in .1'aVJ': to,-b.~ .- ,,;a~ed.-.~t~-.. u. _ s. &av.al. frain.Jng_Jlta~~on,. Q2:-~••-~•Lakea, -Illinois. Bi'cr:tt1t1• to be began. aB. soon .:.,,.,.lbarra*e.'. -~ q~~,.~) buil4irags: u.n~,r qonstruct1o~. read7~. f_or _ C>Oi!t:_ 
ciipanCJ', proba~l7; •l»Q~~--·_J.une 16,-,~ _. _, ,., . __ 

Bo 1)0 'J'o Ro, llq il, 1942 
.. i .. ~ : ~,:., 1_ •· • •• . ': : ' 

JAVY CROSS AWABl>ED !O ?OlS§i,.AHDDAH DORIS MILLa 

Doris Killer, lless···,-~~na.~1t·-·}~;·:~~~~-ll~&,T9~_-~.W~o:~ !fe~~~·-.;~--~~~na.~ .Ap~il 
1, 1942, b7 SeotJetary'Xn.ox·for herolam·diaplqed·durlng J"apanese attack:_on 
P~~.,B',ar~g:J:, ,.._war~~~ l'~ff .. Q~o,"s·r)}7i:1reai4ent ~t Unt~ed S~~t~~,-.. bf~-~ c~}~~ 
for· .. "l>-is:·::f!~~~~~@~e~,.._.de"ot1C:'~: i~~.d~~l, • extr•ord1•~--~~9urac, ~d _ di~reg~~: -.•··, 
foi- ~·r:ee,u~9.~al· ~~et7 d~iN ,~a .. ~ttaclc. 11 ~~l;Ler, at ._-t~e- side of,_~ia O•~- , tal~~on the bridge, despite ene1D7 strafing and bombing assisted in moving the 
mq:rla:q.,y~<,~•~d-C•p'-•~->tft:a ,,pl,oe!.of _gr~_~t~:r; e~et7._.~~ lfit.er·.~~ed°".~t.- .-
ope~~,.~4--•~-~?in• gua.·-~t1i ·.,orcl,er•d .to. lea.YI!· ~he _b;w;-idge~. . _ ;. .•_7_ , • ., 

lfo D. JI. ll. • Mq 20, 1942 

:_ .. ~.~. s ,- ·: ·' ··- · uamit,xilci~ h, -~~Es· To ··,-1;---JTJD·! i. iffa 
l, :-.: 

V. 8. lav7 to ealiet Begro·e•· ·'bectiui1~ Jiarie 1, 1942 at all recruiting stations 
tbo.ug)l(,u'b, , t-.e·: CJ01U1,,:7, ; , _ · . - .. · · • :· · . . . -.. _ _ _ . . . _ . · 1 • ;-_,. J :·~ 
lt1U10a$.tcl-·availa).le facilitie-, will aocomodate ·approximatel7·_1.,ooo.tl zpQnt~ r. ,; 
hailllM. cour.-,,a .. ann~nmcecl. for ~eat ~es Baval 'raining Station; Buiptoa 
Institute, Hampton, Virginia; ITaval !raining Station, l'orfolk, Va..,(Oon• 
etruction battaliona) · 

·"' , ' . l .. 
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JWlIQS ADotnmE Pt1•s· J'OR llEORUI!Il"G BmROES 
(,' 

• 'l I •: .• . ~ 

l'irat b~ttalion ot''Begroee, \numb~ring about 900, to be enlisted. in U. S. Narine 
O.orpa. Jleaervtt -_d.ulq -.,T•e end ,J.'u17-·J · aooording ·-to am,.ounoement at U S M C 
Bea4q~t•~•-··. '. ';. ' ''. ' ..... 
Volunt,ere to ton- a9mpoe.lte,_bat·talion. 
UnH.l tral~i~--Oelittr roa4J' .tor· reception, recruits to be temporarily placed 1a 
lnaotive duty atatus. !raining centAr to be in vicinity of •ew lliver, lo Oo 



• 
B. ». ~. B., Aug. 12, 1942 

BA.MP!Oli IllS!I'lUTE FACILITIES m BE EBLARGID 
',:\ 1 ,.': '.•: '.{ ~ ;•: ·:'- •• , !O . .AOOOKOJ?AU .DGBOES :&'OR ADV.ARCED 'nlA.IBIQ 

,~J!:,.,-~14JJ!&lh~9 ~:et~q~,t~ot(Jt\'i•J~~sti~.fao~;~1•~- \~:·-'llq4!~P. ~·~~,n~!~e.: ~ 
alterations ,-1.o prffl?2'r.e .... for .4 \ratni11c,-.pum,qses. ·,.; ~.;; ;- ·:· ... : "·.-•: ~.·. ,. , .. •·: , ". -lP •1·• ... IJ,en~ _·Bqro ~,~,_,r\lf-,.8;_.~-~t~i.in~iw. a1!-.-~ea,. J•~t?•:'!~yai Training' Station -to~be . 
sent to Hampton Institute for further instruction before assignment to dut7 
with rating and p&J' commensurate with ability • 

.. ~ .".: .: .. '.,. ~ .~- '. ~ ,· ~ (;,:'z ~.· .. ti'_ '.~. ~~ 1.;1:.: t.r·-~ :... .. ,~f~ ~- .. :./~·.: ~ ~ -~ ~~; ·:,-; :·-•·. : -."; .~. r .. ., 

First groups ot Begro recruits to complete basic naval training leave Camp 
Bobert Smalls, u.s. Baval !raining Station, Great Lakes, Illinois. Additional 
reo~ta,, tak~.:11l~et1, ::of those assigned to duty or to aohoola for further train­
ing. 
102 Qf,~fl-r:1t.t aaa.\i,c;.ompl'lt~N 'b~sloJ,:l'al~1Dgna~,.J~:BQb,@rt lmall:s to receive 
advanced training to fit them to become speoialiata at Hampton Institute and 
at Great Lakes. Advanced classed to start September 15. · 

f:"._"• -/ ... .:< ,· ·~ ·: . -~. : ~-;o~ · •• "' ··t ·.: ~ ,.-_-·; ·· .••. ~ ~ • 

. ·::~.-.::·•: '.,"n:·; .>- . 91 !HBLIPME nan 
~Qa~t)>.t!' JJQ•e-J'J'!q-P,·~ o~e .. ,o~ •··A\Ylb~t: Q_fl.;fieatures of the 1fewa Bureau, OWI, made 
available to Negro newspapers weekly, either for us~ ln full or for editorial 
OQ~fntll:":~-JR,~ea,e. re· ~kl+lea. .. worke,;-,) ,· .• / , ·.· ·: ~-~ l,' \,:.; • .. ·r~ . . a.,· .• ~:;,:\),,,_ 7 

Ot{!,,~Jt. :D~ .. , ·~• .. I!·,• ~tm•• 21.:. 1942 ·. .: ... 1 ,· . · .. , -':.'. •• 

~.,~e .of __ .17;'.~1.DiM · •I ,qamp_ .Jloba:,:-1; __ lqlla, v~,-! Ba~al r;,~a1~~J!&·cS,, .. t~p'4 11:·:t½r~~\. 
x;~~,~,, .and _.at Jampto11 _ In.a·\~t'1t-,, Jl@mp~on• V1tfl~~•i ·•'.~' ... ) ~ , .. , · .. : ~ · , ·" ~ . < .. 

owt · • ~ n.-. , . .:_.,, : fi~i~ 21, 194a : · 

~-1f$&.e,.,e• •~irro .,al~•~• of ~Z19n_ .. l,~:t~st .~~q~~ ~ ... ~~1ngton, D. o. • wao on 
Bundq, September 13, 1942, made initial appearance at Church 8erviae of the 
Fleet, Marine lt'oroe. Marine ~rJraQka·, Bew River, llorth Oarolina, as 11t'7-
J'irat Oompoe1te Defense Batta1·1on· Oho1r. 

\, '. 



··•· .. • ·~ .. l~ L. ~;lt~:u,""':· .. , ,.·v' ..t. •• :-•• c .... ) .... ···.~,... 

on~· •· :o~--. ·,; 1· ••. se,,.· 84, 1942 
1. • ,' • -. -. ' .,. ,_,. J, •• • ~ : ~-- ... -, ~~-. --: • •• .;_:. ::. ' ,~~ ~ .... !~. , i ,.· ,: :.,-.. :; ' .... ._', •. ,. ~·. .... 

·~les. ·,ii'eq(olf~ ~{~eJ'~ .. -~~Jl'bu,g. ,.,Jll., Begro, former elevator operator, 
graduated f'rom training a~ aa honor man of the third llegro reirult comp&Dl' 
at v. s. BaTal !raining slation, Great Lakea, Ill. 

OWi,. IWU .. I~ Q9Jl1l~S~9B, ... ~.•:r,J•,·•i le,,. ;,38·,~ ~S42', 'J,~ :· • ,·-•.··. · ·. ·• 1 ·:'•-: t '( i~L- ~ ··:: ;: " 
-~·"-· :.' ··-:·.,,· ·'<:,.,i~··\-: ~i~;,..i,i~-:J. ::.~:.; :>_•:,;. :_f_;~~~~--~ ·,~ · __ ..,-~.::111~: :_)_·,;,•.:·::--; ".~ :·/'.";;:• i;'~, 

't·~,:~ i-i~,~;tJ: __ ·_-~P- ·n~•J- af:ttit; o~i11:t~tJ2g American Hegre, the BOO~:'• 
:WM.Hl.1=1~W!·:~.,~~ .-~-~ _ ~q~~ .. a, .WJ~~~\on~t. Oalffornia., \"l·ep-tamber ag·, . .il"9U, 
Marlo~,Anderson, noted Beo-o contralto, sponsor. 
~aptain Bugh&. Mnlsao. only Bagro to hol4 maeter•a certificate, to be in 
oommand of orew composed of vhite and Negro officers ana men. 

0~ P., ll. , Oot. 91 1942 

LB!net7-aeven Begro llueJaaketa, first of their raoe to complete inatruotlon 
-~D--~~rlow~~: t~~e,f, o_~(e,,d ;l»1-Ja;'11',::.F.-aduated from Service Bolaool at 11. I. 
liaval !raining Station, Ch-eat J.ak:ea, Ill. 

~1~..Xr~JtSbJol1':~1CiJ;:.~::l.P.43'·,:., ._:: ·.n,·~'.:-, .. ,' 0
• ,,,. ·, .·-

11n. range at Oreat Lakes popular pbaae of training with llegro llueJackets. 

~lO~--:,~I7?llJ,~ .WIOIJ, OIQ,,_.t'.,: B. •. -, I.all. 11, .1943/ ;.·•·:: ,_~ ~ · =· ·. • , ..... · ·:1 • • :., -· -~ 

... .,., ~-- ,. : ··t .. -•.;."'; .. ·-:._ .. - .... · ... • :.. 1l:.·\ · ~ ,_.-~ : .. ~ .. · ~ :~. :~f ,~,.~. ~'\,.·• 1 

·.i .•• · ... ~ • : 

Captain lm«!l R. Mulaao, f'lrat Begro to oemmand a vessel in .Amerioen Maritime 
history. and hla Uni,ed Jlationa orew ot new Liberty &hip, IOOXD ,. WASBINGTOB, 
.,~:i-~~:~1H4~~P~.1• ••• Tork.-;l,7 G~eaiser Bew York Industrial Vnion Couaoil,0IO. 

QPIQJ!IP ltlP 

All•l'egro naval, military and awing band aadgnec1 ,o lle11 Orleans 'laval AS.r 
Station. 
Members recruited f~om night aluba and danoe halls in and around Bev Orleans. 
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BIHH '.RAVAL DISD. t. llo, -!an. 16, 1943 
.. . ,. 

~e· ~- · Dodso; · ~n~- of oountx,J~ leading llegro playwrights, training at U o S. 
• t.L... . 

Baval . 'h'aining: · S:tat ie~ ,ail- .:wr,e~t_ . i,~~~-' . ~- ~- ~ .. : :, ..... ,. , . . . _. 
, ,_. ._ ... T _r,r i " : , .,.· • ; :! .. •• • ; . •- _ t. f-" • . 

-.--i_ .... ·t . -:: .. ~:'"' .,-.-; .. _.. - .. ,.- • Y~- _-; 

.·.~ .- - .... : {:;~.: .... ··' "7 . :-: a l· .. ~·. ·:.· .. .,,\.,. ,.. ""~ iO :r-. -.. 
Nilffil NAVAL ,DISD. P. :a., Jan. 16 ... 1~3-·· 1 

• • · • 
1

: ·: • 

Moses~ Pre·at.on·,- .Begr-Q· .plutto~~er: :~1 t~1Jour 7ears of experience, training at 

U.S. laval training Station at Great.Lakes, displqinc galler7 of more than 

•t~'OOQ,.negati'V'.8.8 shoit .. : f~_om .'CQ~ •. ~- ,t~o -co_aJt" ,_._,,·:, ·.; : :;- ..... f.r "'. ·,. •. _ , _ _ 

Ptctues ;.range .:..f~oin al>:8J.14o.ne.(\._ .,sl;leep , eQ_rr.~l .-~~ __ 1)-;t'ali tO", ·~t•~nt1 
· but:lding 

PCJl'.:ti:co·.-.- :.. _,. -~-.- "'~-- ~. ;_.,.. ·.. : ··. ··. • .. · ._ .· ·.·. . --,•·. . - .. . , ___ , .. ·.-.. . , .. . - ,-
- ~. ~ ~ --.:,, -::? .. t•: ... , . : '" 

· ··_·_::: -~-.-. -~ ~ ·~•;J9'.~w.er,R!Pt:~E.~rr&9J§.-;;.,:. · ·;·- •:: ·, ·-. · · 
•"•, • ; ,a I. 't • ~- . •. ••.• ' .... . .... ,_., ••• ~T"_•·• ,, •.•• • ... ~ •• .... ._ ' , .• 

~Tip :&ell, MesB"-At.tendaht;!ak/·uSB;!-.•• gro/·a"i~4~4··:~ Pd Marine Oorps Medal 

f~tt:.serv1ce aboarfrrlJSS. .. ~~l!wrP~ .. ;iP.,~sB,~t;, !t~!r,t ff-t•~,; .~,:!~~~~~~i~ _J~ine4 . 

repalr;•·:part7-· ·1'lgh:1;lng.-.flr• 1'1 ·:~~-~1.freq,~,9:~l 1Sy :no~ent ·•XJ,>~~~tona, ~- aa·a1atecl 

t11.-reraov1DgJperso~el ~• ~d:bef:t~:--lnAm-ect and .. ,rappe~·oe;L9~·,_a.e_~~•o·' · · ·, ·~ ·. 
;,•::. 'y,{' -~ :.11 •.•; ~-~\ ,;_•~·;\.,.•~• .. ~-:; - ••~ ,,~.-:::L; .·,,.·• l _,_,' c• .. _.,.. )l,. l .:,~, •:\•?.'!;'<. •~, 

HlHH BAV AL DISD. 1. Jlo , J'eb o 6 • 1943 
. ". \, :.:"':J '\Q .. ~.· Ji._- : ~ • , 4 ·~-~ ·.~··: 

James Henry Lucaa, Buffalo, Bew York, graduated as honor man of his Begro 

compan, at v. S. llaval .ftatn~i,c --~ta.ti~n. ·G-J-eat Lake.a• ll1•·~ _ .. ·. -~· 
. . : . ' ·. . . ' ~· : '~ . . .. . . . : . .. . : '. . .... _, ,·" . . ~ 

l'ormer- White Bouse butler., George Olinton. Fields_, 31 .. yea,_-.~ld ~~gr~. who served. 

-~•:»resident looaevelt's valel for last four 7eare, training at 1Great Lakes. 

·, .. ~ : 

.BIIU.BAVALi.ISfll. ,-o a., Maroh.16, 1943 
- . ~ 

·Car~n.~e ~Lavi~•• w14ely tr.a~el•·~ Begro a·culptor ud ··1eot1U'er, trai11ing at 

Great Lakes~ 



. :"'• ·~ ~ .. . . . . -~-. ." , .. , ~' !1 
ilth 'lfATAL "»Ism.·•,~, ·~~'April s. 1943 

• .. ~,s;,- r,•:\~._ ):·.:-,• .. ·~1·.j \- 1,.::..., · ... ,·~: -_. ~--.~:' .-,. :·-t:: :~·•·.~:: ~-i . . ·.-·: ·,· One hundred prl--iiitis:!'..-~omprI°atng· fir-at· ·a:-,tachment of ·ilegro·· x;;·inea·· to 'be 
a.~tli.1~,n~~·-":11~,..~• -~~~- ~~~~--.Q~_rp~ base,; .!U'.:rlv.~ ,o;-.oontbm.e·~ti,amlrng •. :'~ ::·7 

t,a~~~t..-- _J't~~t. ~~ne:.~8P~:t, .. ~IDJ>~ .. ~-·'i'n.pa 1i?fev live~,··•• a. <··, ... :;: , .. ' ... ,,., , : ~ ·< ·:, ,-; -:-t:t: .. ,~ /':.:,,:· ;,1~\ .. -~ .:' '-~:.-;,/ .. ~;\ :'~:k.~~:.::'. :'.:'t~;: •. :·: ;- :. : ':": -.. · .. . 11xw.e1rnr.llt ~,~..!L_, .• ;'~ .... :. •Pf'-l~.io,.1 -.1943~. ;·,,.~ .. ~ t ;;,J'.f; t,.,.'.:~}~i" ... -. .-:-.'.·· l•{·. L.":. .. • .: •:, ... . . .;-, .- .. . .,. 

~ '-;:~ • ... .. -~. ...... ;... ~.:-,:. ··-;r· .f ... -). ~-,. .. ~. 8..: 
~• Degro brother school teachers from leaumont, fe~s, who enlisted 1~ Bavy in June, announced 'b7 authorities at Great Lakes as having met requin­
me_~t.s: .f9F. P.~~•i~zt.i~.• quarter1naster third clasa· • 

. ·;·,~- ~ :. ; :~~: ~ .~ ·::~, : •.• r • •• ·°' a:app PDIJN{t 14Y! . .1llo.yASIII·- ' . . '". ~ .. 
: ~; ·•--::_:·'-.: i"-,.~ .· . ',_ I .; '.~ .• r-moPGI §llLJQfF@ SDVIOll.-noopug . :· . ..; " . :"I-~ ~ ,:. ,..,·.!~~·"~' :~. -~: :·.~ .. ·•,·· .. _ -,\: , .. -: .. ·_;-·," .. ·r,,•1 ·;~,: ·:;~··, ,7~·•.~:,-:, . ·.·.· _t';;-: •.,:• .::' ·:;,·~ :··1 ;,·~ ;:.,._.:··~ · .·· IDqr,ea,lMl.7 greater number ot Hagreea entering lav, throuch Selective Service procedure. 

Expected that approximateq 15 per cent of men inducted this 7ear will \e members of Hegro race. 
Of thouaande who volunteered for service v1 th B'aV7 bef'ore ban on voluntary enlistment of men between ages of 18 and 3? inoluaive, (Presidential Executive Order ot December 5, 1942) moat have completed baaio training and m&DT advanced training at BaVJ"'• vooational eohoola and have been aas1pe4 to dut7 aboard ships or at shore eatabliebmenta. 
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Itegroea - 7 

IT. D. P. 1l., May 18, 1943 !- pss Alf!EBDA@ CO~J.JmED FOR COtJBAGEOUS llESgDE 
Ud 

Ourles-Jacksonlmtth, Meas. Attendant 2c,/llegro, oommended b7 Admiral William 
J'. Haliu,y, Jr., -0811, for courage in attempting to eave group of shipmates on 
USS &BSIOJlY after ship had been ehell~d and sunk b7 Japanese naval forcea. 
fted line to himself and ann for more than tt10 houra vi thout rest attempting 
to two raft on which about 16 men vere ad.rift and vhioh was being deli'beratel.7 

shelled by Japanese. 

N.D.P.R., 1181' 21, 1943 

S!PREAB.J pox BADS SHIP JQB paoic MllSS"ATTDD;.Q 
Am) A)IAJID§ IJII BAYJ OllO§S fOSntJJ.tQtJSLJ . 

I.ate X,eonard Boy Harmon, Mess Attendant lo, un, Degro, awarcle4 Bavy Oroee 
posthumo~ly fqr extraordinary heroiAm while eerving aboard USS SAll JllA.l'OISOO 
in Battle of &aad.alcanal when Harmon deliberately expoaed hima~lf to hostile 
gwrtire to protect shipmate. Secretary Knox approvea assignment of lame USS 
HABMOB to destroyer escort vessel now under construction. 

11th lfAVAJ, DISH. P.R. (Ito date) 1943 

(PRRPAllJi1D J'OB DOUGLAS AIBVIBW (RAGAZIIE) ADD nGllO nttSPAPlllS) 

Jaoob Wh14bee, Navy Degro cook who prefers feeding hung17 breech of antl­
airerafl gan \o 41ahlng out chow to h'llllgrJ' bluejacket,, relates 8011111. Paoi'flo 
adventures and malces observations before m144ay ahifta ot Doqlaa El legmido 
worker■• 


