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.. 
. Potentially Germany. is in a position to hamstr:;i..ng i~merica 's vita l 

war inc"i::stry a t any moment. ~his possibili~y.arise;is. fro~ the basic ? ondi tion 
t:iat most. of the special machine tool, precision tool, airplane, optical, 
bomb - sight and torpedo parts plants in the United Stat~s have not only a 
l arge •·percentage of German-born machinists a1:d artisans. but a re st~ffed at 
many·key: points with foremen and even executives of dubious loyalties . If 
the Thi~d -Reich had a sabotage system as well developed as the Nazis have 
doubtlessly envisaged, theoretica lly a ll that would be required to bring chaos 
to American industry would be for tho Fuehrer to i ssue a single co!l11llG.nd and . 
robot·-like German workmen and agents would ca rry out c;l.esignated sabotage simul­
taneously. Thooretico.lly such mo.s s sabotnge is possible, .but t he Office of 
No.vcl ·Intelligence ha s not yet been confronted Y1ith evidence -of such o.n . 
e l a borate and r efined scheme· c.pplicr;blo to the United States. 

Occasiona l reports quote suspects in. industr io.1 ple.nts a s saying 
11 We 'll lmow whnt to do when the time cornes11 • Unles s concr ete proof is for th­
coming, houever, t hese statements must be viewed as r nsh boasti ngs of pro- Nazi 
i :r..dividuals i mbued rd.th a sense of the dr nmc.tic. On the other hnnd , from a 
s"i::ll(ly: whi.ch .the Office of Nnw,l Intelligence· _hns mGde of t he testimony of the 
n0torious eight Nnzi saboteurs Yiho lo.nd_ed by· U-boat it l;li,s. -been l onrned thnt the 
movements -of HA.UPT in Chico.go and tho fre,edom · ni:th. 'i!hich he disc_us sed his 
missi on without being given o.wo.y indicate~ thGt G~r many mcy be cblo to count 
on the .. loyrdty of mD.ny persons of G0r1ric.n b~·:th:. or descent in the United States. 
The prop9rtion of willing Germo.n t o~ls pr,ooo.:bly h ,s dimi nished since the United 
Stc.tes: hD.s· .deoreed execution for the guilty r;ould-be .so.bot,eurs. 

To dnte Nnzi activities in the s c-.botc.ge fieid .seems to h~ve been limit­
ed to . slowing up of uork y_;i thin singl e plo.nt units . -: independent of snboto.ge 
plans, (either pos i tive or neg::-,tive) t hc.t eff ect ·o:the-1· .plants. Evidence tends 
to inq.icnte thnt the slou-dmm, or whc.t might be -~ermed nego.ti ve snboto.ge, is 
t.ha mqst prevalent type of s c:.boto.ge encouraged by . Nnzi sympc.thizers nnd o.gents 
in the United States. A-striking illustr a.tion- of slowi ng do¥m of production 
is th,a.t offered by conditions in the Brewster Air _cr aft factory in Long I sland 
City . . T~e unusual ly l a r ge percentage of German worlq1_1en fo. this plant provided 
a fertile -ground -for a _mor e or less spontaneous ·movement . to throttl e . production 
of planes which r,ould be used against Germany-. When conditions were ~t the ir 
worst in BreTTster , a s i milar pattern of s l ow-down 17a-s r ep9r ted in ·cert1;1.in 
departments of the Glenn L. M9.r tin Company in Bal timore. . Honever, if Nazi 
agent-s set in motion slon-douns in these. tvro plants, it is bblieved they a cted 
au"i:.onomourJly and not und,Jr orders of a. . supreme chief at the time. At the .Martin 
plant. .morale i :npr0Ye.d. by r emoval of e i ght zuspoctod pro:-Nazis ; if delivery r e ­
mained behind sqho<.11.!.lo aft.er these dischar ges , it was attributable principally 
to technical f aults and grouing po.ins. 

I ,. t , 

CONFIDENrIAL 

- 1 - DECLASSIFIED 

j\uthority t\} t0 "91Helf) 



-
COJIJ"'FIDENTIAL 

NAZI SABarAGE PIANS 

The eight saboteurs who landed from German U-boats in the United 

States in June , 1942, were under the supervision, up until the time of their 

departure from Europe, of ~11 officer of the German Army H:Lgh Command. This 

officer appear~ to h:: ve been esp:~ially charged wi t:i1 the d ,rc.y of p:-ocuring and 

training agents for sabotage missions in the United States, alth,Jugh there is 

no assurance that he is the only one having these duties. At this point it is 

an interesting sidelight to mention that a Washington newspaper published about 

August 23, 1942, an article nrit-ten by Curt Riess entitl ed 11Trained for Terror11 • 

The article sta tes t hat t n.:mgh n ~-irman sabotage plans are prepared by both the 

Naval Int<Jllig"'nce Departir..c,::1t anc. the Military Intelligence Department, . the 

Navy plays a much l a:i:·ger r ole in direct~g i t . _The Army merely trained de­

molition squads for sabou'.ge wol'l..: in the combat · ar eas while Naval Intelligence 

is in charge _of all sabotage activities abroad - . tl¥1t i$, in neutral countries 

and in countrie s not yet invaded . This observation of Riess is in distinct 

contradict'io~ with vrhat has been . learned from . the testimony of the above · 

saboteurs and uhat .v;a s above mentioned , namely, that the German Military Inte lli­

gence Service dir·e·cte:l sabotag~ abroad . The articl~, as _could be judged_.from · 

the title 11 Trained for T$rror" strikingly conveyed to the. reader that -the Nazis 

uere definitely intere·sted :i,n creatin'g as mu~h hav_oc and . pa_ni.c . among the . . . 

American public as could be _accomplished. Hoyi(;lver,. the inst~uctions g)..ve·n the 

eight saboteurs were to. the effect tha t they should avoid as much as possible 

the destruction of _lives in _the United Sta t~s . · _Apwrently the Nazi authorities 

were motivated ·primarily vlith tying up production of essential goods · and des-:­

truction of freight trains - thus -enabling German propaganda to indicate that 

America could not deliver goods abroad and at the sa~e t;i.me to demonstrate that 

Germany did. not rrant to harm tlw United States and that Americans should r ealize 

this and r em'.l in out of the Europoun conflict. Of c ourse the possibility ca nnot, 

be overlooked that t errorist t actics may be next on tho Nazi program. 

GERMAN TECHNICIANS I ASSOCIATION 

In contrast, a point that could well be noted is the allegation of 

Riess that among the more sympathetic organizations on the spot which were 

most able to aid saboteurs vms the Deutsche Technikerverbande (or German 

Technicians, Associations) . It is logical to assu.me that engineers in vital 

establishments would be the most fitted to create sabotage and obtain valuable 

information for espionage purposes . Except for a meraorandum on the Deutscher 

Techniker Verbnnd forwarded by the Thirteenth Naval District on August .11, . 

1942 the Office of Naval In}elligence in the summer of this year had ·pract:c­

nlly'no information on the organization and r nison d'etre of the above mention­

ed German Engineers Association or nffiliuted bodies • . The Thirt~en~h Naval 

District r eport r evealed that as curly n ~ 1933. the Nazis were ~uilding up 

Ge E ineer Unions in f oreign countries wluch were to be linked to the 

Ge rrnnn m ngk , Front in Germany. The German Engineers Union would incl~de 
rman vior ers h . . t h"t t • t d tists 

en · t hn • i· ans chemists, p ysicis s, arc i e c· s, a via ors, en '. 
gineers, ec ic , . B . . . th be . uld show 

lab t 1 and r elated occupu tions. y J o:uung e mem r wo 
ora ory wor cers 
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his conti:p.uing -relatio~ w;i.t4 -th_e ~atherland. 

On A~gust 28, l 942, the Office of Naval .Intell-igence reviewed: a 
Federa·1 Bureau. ·of Investigation report from Newark.; New Jersey rega rding 
one Wilhelra BOEHL. ';rhis person had .been employed as a draftsman and 
designer· by the American Can_ .Co. , , Newark, since February, 1929. . He ful­
filled practically all the -._qualifications necessary ·to justify th~ de ~ig_­
nation of him· as a pro-Nazi . suspec,t of the first water. He and his w:i..fe, 
both German-bbrn, had clos~ relat;i.ves in Germany; he served in the- German 
army World wa·r No: l; in .1940 ~nd· 1941 he bought a total value of $2;000 
worth of Rueckwanderer Marks; he and his wife visited Germany in 1935, and 
in 1936, 1937 _and 1938 they .~eg:ularly attended a Bund· camp; he admitted his 
father and brother were Nazi. :p~rty members (and incidentally that his ·brother 
was superintenq.ent of the Germn·n branch, f actory· of the American RD.diator Co.) 
Last but not least, he was a_ member. of the Technische Verein YFhich he stated 
had five or six _chapters throughout the T.)'nited States with members},..ip consist­
ing of engineers, chemists, -and other t echnical qen .huving. German-American 
background. 

The Third Nli~i D~s_j;rict ;, . und,er . date of _Octqbe;. 21, 1942, , forwarded-
an interesting resume of the Deutsche Amerikanischer Techniker Verband or 
Association of German American T-echnologists. The statements made by BOEHL 
were largely confirmed -:by: this JITaval P:Lstrict report: • . It· i s t .o -be -- seen· that:· · •· 
this association has chapters in Bal timore, Chicago, Newar k, New York, and 
Pittsburgh and that chapte,rs in Philadelphia, Clavelnnd, end Milwaukee had 
suspended operations vii thin .the, .l9-st . thr~e : yea rs • . Ostensibly-,- the ·purpose of 
the association 'was to ' enable German professional men to exchange ideas and 
information to their rrru.tml . benefit, to maintain an employment c,gency and a lso 
to give financial assista1,1CE? _t o cer_t~il,1 needy· ·professional men. As :the- Third 
Naval District pointed out"_ _in;. the report, , however, the or ganizat;i.on_• is : a 
possible headqua:i:-ters for subversive activities as is evidencw by fact that 
several members are now--interned or under 1?Uspicion. The· local cha pters, 
lmown a s Techn~chner Ve:1;e:j,ns, are supposed to send.· ih reports . periodically 
to the associatiqn r.egar9,ing their a ctivities. It is ·notoworthy ·trn.t the 
association discoura ged Jewish engineers f9r membership and that in -1936 
several members tj.sited .Germany with encouragement of the ID.mburg American 
and North German Llqyd. , Lines.· · · 

Tvto· other 'Nazi . ~:U:spects are known by the Office of · Naval · Intell'i gence · . · 
to have belonged to. this. as,sqciation and to -have been employed · by·thei ·,American ·· 
Can Co., Newark , .New. Jers~y , . · .As a practical matte.r ,- ·J>er haps t here is ·no cause 
for alarm that t~se tpr-~13 ~m,spects employed by the .. An10rican Can Co., N01vark, 
inasrrruch as .. thi::; plap:t _has :,no;·.:olassified ._Navy· contra·cts •. I t doe s . ·ha\re ·an ·un­
classified contract wi t4 the ·Bureau .of Ordnance for manufacture ·of :torpedo 
i:arts. The .genera~ danger sign~-1 to the naval establishment :r emains -hoisted, 
however, since Na.zi. syinpathiz(;)rs belonging to such orga nizations, against ·whom 
no derogatory charges have •Reen mcl,de, may ,mrk in vital ·plants: ·having classi- · 
fied Naval cont:ra,cts. . :.-:-· 

Tho Department· of Justice 'is ~ow making a survey of all chapters of 
the Gor man-America n Technicians Associntiori'~- · · · -· 
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INDUSTRIAL ESPIONAGE 

Turning now to the broad subject of espionage in industrial plants, 

it has come to the attention of the Office of Naval Intelligence that, al­

though not commonly lmovm, one of the most fertile fields to obtain valuable 

military information is the machine tool industry - especially the "special 

pu1'pose" tool industry. As its name suggests, a "special purpose" tool is a 

machine tool which is especially constructed to do a special job. Examples of 

this are the propeller hub milling machine , and the N. O. Brovm and Sharpe 

autonatic for producing 60 striker pins per hour from stainless steel, and . 

generally those· machines for the construction of some particular component 

in which the quantities per hour that the machine is required to do n~s~ be 
disclosed to the· importers or builders . What is the do.nger that exists 

from Nazi agents· operating within the machine tool industry? From time to 

time as each new weapon is designed and put into mass production, •as for 
e~mpl e an airpl ane or tank, it may be that the existing "special purpose" 

tools will not necessarily meet the case , and. nust be adapted or even that 

a new 11 specia:l purpose 11· tool is r equired;· T~e danger lies in:the f act that 
if a " special purpose11 tool is needed by any particul ar firm, an agent vvithin 

one of the ·-follov;ing· four categories may be consulted: 

i.· ·Any person qf the office force of o. mac.hine tooi ·firm who 
has direct nccess . to : .irufiorr.iat,ion -received . fro~ . the firm 1s . 
customers:; . · · 

.''·. 

2. Ser vico ·engineers .and .der.1onstrators:who are .in.qont~bt 
with outsi de war.ks; .... 

.3. Representatives _:· cont.acting direct with customers and gqvern­
ment offices . 

·4. Draftsmen employed in prepnring l ayout, jigs and fixtures 
for customers and Ministries inquiries; 

Great Britain found that an examination of orders placed by British 

importers with their American builders VJoul d produce a fairly accurate 

picture of rranufucturing progrmn in Great Britain. Consequently it was 

ruled in June, 1940, that orders could not be placed direct by British 

i mporters vrith United Stat es manufccturors but thnt such orders r.i.ust be 
placed by the British Purchasing Corar.iission in New York . 

I n this connection, the farsighted ::ind ingenious policy of the war­

minded German Governnent is appo.rent. For n number of years after the Nazis 

came to power, the German no.chine tool industry largely filled Great 

Britain's needs. The German machine tool industry was heavil y subsidized. 

Consequently the German industry was built up and could 11dump11 its produce 

i n both Franee and Great Britain, driving domestic competitors off the 

market. 'IDru.s not only could Germany make other Powers dependent upon it 

for armament production but vms in a position to l earri· the strength of 

Bri~ish and French industrial production and i ts consequent military power. 

Suddenly Germany stopped such exports and devoted all its products for the 
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German war machine entirely. · Bri tai...'1 and France, it might be said, were 
11lei't out on a limb" v1bile Germany could forge ahead of them in the armament 
race. Great Britain and France next turned to the United States to obtain 
the needed special ma.chine toqls. 

Two persons in the machine· tool industry suspected by the British of 
perhaps having a subversive understanding with Germany are A. C. Wickman and 
Hans Muldel of the Wiclonan Corporation, Cleveland, Ohio. This firm was or­
ganized after this war to procure machine tools for shipment to A. C. Wiclonan, 
Ltd., Coventry, England; latter firm before the war having imported most of 
its ma~hinery from Gernany. Owner of the firm is Wickman and President is 
German-born Hans Mandel. It seems fairly col.'Tect Wickman was on particular 
good terms with Krupp himself and frequently visited with him at Essen. 
During the Munich crisis it appears Krupp and Wickman met in Amsterdam. 
!Vandel was openly pro-Nazi until 1939 but is now said to be disappointed in 
Hitler. l\i:3.ndel induced Warner & Swasey Co., Cleveland, turret lathe manu­
facturers to employ a German-born British subject which person latter firm 
desires to dismiss for fear of a 11leak". 

Independently of British discoveries the Ninth Naval District and 
the Office of Naval Intelligence had regarded Wickman with suspicion. 

To close, Op-16-B-7(G) card files of the Office of Naval Intelligence 
contain the names of over 51000 persons indicated as being Nazi sympathizers 
in private plants. 
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