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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE 
RECE IVES PRESIDENT 'S MED/-iL FOR MER IT 

Leste r B . Granger, Executive Secretary of the National Ur ban 
League , today wa~ pr ese nted. the Pr_eside nt's Medal for Merit for exce ptiona:ly 
merit or ious service as Spec ial Adv1se r to the Secr etar y of the Navy on 
interrac ial r e lations in the Naval s er v ice . The pr esentation was made 
by s ecr eta r y of the Navy James Forres ta l. 

The text o.f the c itat ion r eads : 

" Le ste r Gr anger , for exceptionally mer itorious oonduct 
in the performance of outs tanding service s to the United State s. 
Mr . Granger, as Special Advise r to the Secr etary of the Navy on 
inter r ac ia l r e lations, gave s ound a nd able counsel t o ·the Secr etar y 
of the Navy on the utilizat ion of Negro pe rsonnel in the Navy. 
By h is keen obse rvations, h is fa irness of judgme nt and h is 
str ~i~htfor wa r d r ecomme ndations he ~onl:r ibuted mor e tha n any 
other one per s on to the effective utilization of Negro pers0nnel 
in the Ser v ice . After an inspection of contine ntal a nd over seas 
nav::i.l activitie s , dur ing which h is tactful and for thright advice 
\'/OD the r espect of me n a nd officer s alike , he per sona lly evaluated 
the position ')f the Negro in the Navy, suggesting ge ne ral polic ie s 
as well as solut ions for s pecific cases . His r e port and 
recomme ndations t ') the Secr etary have for med the bas is for 
ti:c Navy 's peacetime policy for the util izat ion of Negro personnel 
vh ich gives ever y pr omise of provid ing a s olution t o the pr oblem 
w!: ich w ill be satis factory t o all concerned. Mr. Gra nger 's 
services we r e r e nde r ed with d istinction r efl <=cting credit to 
the Navy a nd to the Governme nt of t he United State s , wer e 
Ol1tsta nding, and contr ibuted materially to the succe ssful " . ni·osccution of the war . 
~ 

JVlr . Granger trave lled mor e t..han 50, 000 m ile s whilh v is iting 
,--, N,;:iv"'l e stablishme nts in the United States 2.nd the Pac if ic to car r y 

6 · t his'""ass ignme nt of obtaining a correct e va luation of the progr ess 
ou the Navv' s r ac ia l policy. Dur ing h is survey, he per s onally talked 
of ore th~n.n 10, 000 Negr o e nlisted men, the ir comma nd ing off ice rs a nd 
t o ~ cornrnc::.nder s . His r ecomme ndations for med the bas is for the 
flee , ue2 cet ime polic y for ut ilization of Negr o personne l. 
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Mr - Gr a nger 's address is 1133 Br oadway, New Yor k, New York. 
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