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THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

March 30 , 1942 . 

SECRET 
MEJ\tlORANDu1d FOR: Rear Admira l T. S . Wilkinson, 

Director of Nav a l Intelligence. 

Sub j e ct: Ger man Saboteurs i n North 
and Centr al America . 

1. The a ttached paper, J . C. S . 26 , entitl ed 

"German Saboteurs i n North and Central Ame rica," 

was presented for the consideration of the Joint 

U. s . Chiefs o f Staff by d irection of the President . 

It consists of a telegr run to t h e Secr etary of 

Stat e from t he American Charg e d ' Affair es in 

Berne , Switze rland , a nd is self-explana tory . 

2. In their meeting hel d on March 30th a t 

2:00 P. M., t he Joint Chiefs of Staff directed that 

this matter be referred to G- 2 of the War Depart­

ment General Staff and to t he Office of Nava l 

Intelligenc e fo r approp riate action i n collabor a ­

tion with the Federal Bureau of Investig ation . 

3. A cormnunicat ion identic a l vii th this one 

is being sent to Brig . General R. E. Lee . 

~~ 
~/y/-.5/#oj f' W. B . SMITH, 

APR 10 1942 Secretary. 
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SECRET 

J.c.s. 2s COPY NO. 33 ---
MARCH 22, 1942 

JOINT U.S. CHIEFS OF STAFF 

GERMAN SABOTEURS IN NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA 

Note by the Seoreta~ies 

By direction of the President the enclosure is presented 

. £or consideration by the Joint u. s. Chiefs of Starr. 

Wit, B. SMITH, 

L. R.- McDOWELL
1 

Joint Secretariat. 



S E C R E T 

E N C L O S U R E 

PH 

Th is telegram mu s t be closely 

paraphrased before being com­

municated to anyone . (SC) 

SECRETARY OF STATE, 

Washington. 

TRIPLE PRIORITY 

1055, March 15 , 2 p .m. 

,-,. 

Bern 

Dated March 15, 1942 

Rec 1 d 3 : 16 P. M. 

1. Source Legation ' s te legr am 763 , February 26 

jus t re turned from simila r t rip a.u.ring v1hi ct. contact r ee sta b­

lished wi t h Kiel r eports: 

(A ) Subma r i ne cor.'llnanders have to l d clos est r e l a tives 

t hat s ub1r.ar ines began early J anuar y t aking 2 or 3 a gen t s a t 

time (whether on ever y outgoing ;'crui ser " submarine no t y et 

known ) t o Nor t h and Cent ral American coasts . Agen t s carry com­

munications and v er y va l uabl e expl os i ves and allied mater i a ls 

since they are cour ier s and pr omoter s of sa bo t asr; . They are 

ver y fa.'TI.ilia r wi t h a r ea vh ere they will wor k and very ampl y 

supplied with dol l a r bi l ls ob t ained in Sweden and Swi tzerl and. 

Dur ine darkness sub:narine8 proceed ver y near inshore (some com­

manders r elated he.ving s een gl are New Yor·k skyl i ne ) whence 

:member submarine crew t a1rns t hen ashor e in hard rubber boa ts 

wi t h outboard motors . 

Well develop~d pla~ prescribes that a t moment ordered 

and.-aaco:mpJ i CJ::.s... 11 Am~.Plca will commence s imul taneous l y 
ev0r7:·aherc on contlnei,t a ,·ove f· b t ---......_ __ 

• · 
0 

so. 0 ag'-- a.nd terror chief' p1.u.-- -

pose of' which is to cause United Stu. tes nili tary authox•:i. ties to 

keep 0 reo.test possible n 1,'"'1ber o~. troops h ~ 
u = i on omn iront reducing 

thereby to minimum number sent abroad . Because GerLtan High 

Camm.and reputedly believ8s United States not yet ready to com-
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SECRET 

mence noteworthy transports abroad Kiel contacts doubt organ­

ized terror and sabotage wave will break out immediately but 

warn that it must be expected when substantial troop movements 

abroad 1:?egin. 

(B) When Kiel contacts expressed skepticism about what 

could be accomplished in so vast an area by so £ew agents 

landed .from submarines they were told 11 in United States (just 

as formerly in Austria, Sudetenland and •German• Poland), there 

is a widespread German SA and es standarten organization re­

cruited by no moans exclusively from German citizens there but 

also from close blood cor:1rC1.des". 

Legation note: Although very dif£icult today to dis­

tinguish betwe-en tales spread intontlonally among German pop­

ulace to bolster morale and reports of genuine actions and plnns 

it would seem advisable sinco source of foregoing rules out 

_most categorically tl).G chance of _its oqir.ig ~- "p~~t" __ ,_ that 1 t 

be treated by our authorities with due seriotsness. Activity 

of the kind forecast is ~o be looked for. In this connection 

attention invited to related reports from entirely dif~erent 

source as given in Legation•·s telegram 495, February lO" 

(END ·oF MESSAG-E}. 

IiUDDt:a; 
_____ 
DECLAS-SIFIED 
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Warns Of Axis Attempt 
To Land On U. S. Coast 

I First Corps Area Commande r Ad­

vises New Eglanders To Be On 
T he Lookout 

· Bos ton, April 9 (/P)-Maj. Gen. 
: Sherman Miles said tonight an at-
tempt might be made to land 

, enemy agents !rom Axis sub­
, marines "operating off our shores" 
l as he issued' "an alert" to New 

~ 
Englanders. 

The First Army Corps Area 
commander asked that New Eng­
j Ianders living near the seaboard 
be· on the watch for any such at-

f tempt. . 
r "If you see a strange face in an 
unlikely spot and hal(e sound r ea-

1 son to believ·• the person is acting 
suspif iously," the . alert stated, 
"notify your local police at once." 
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