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lil.ARITIME COMMISSION OWI-562 

Tho first Liberty Ship to be named after an out~t~ding P.merican\:,gr: will be 

launched Tuesday, September 29, when the BOOKER T·. W.ASHING'roN slides down the ways 

of the California Shipbuilding Corporation at Wilmington , Cal iforni a , the Maritime 

Commizsi on announced today. 

Tllo vessel will be sponsorecl by Marian Anderson, noted cont r alto . In addition 

to christeni ng the new vessel, Miss Anderson will sing the Star Spangl ed Banner in 

honor of the occasion . Tho address of the day will be made by JYl.rs . Mary McLeod 

Bethune, National Director of Negro Affair s of the National Youth Administration, 

Washingtonj D. C. Negro delegations from California and adjoining states, incl uding 

service groups , will participate . 

It is expected that t he BOOI<ER T. WASHINGTON will be completed for service by 

the middle of October. At t hat time the 10,500 ton freisht er will be turned over t o 

Captain Hugh Mulzac, the only Negro to hol d a master ' s certificat e . Captain Mulzac, 

who is 56, will sai1 with a crew composed of white and Negr o offi cer s and men. 

Those in att endance at the l aunching will be Mrs. Portia Washington Pittman, 

daughter of Booker T. Washington , and his two gr and-daughters, Miss Fanny Pittman 

and Miss Louise Washington . 

Matron of honor will be Mrs. Pet or Ross, wife of a Cal ship foreman, whose 

suggestion t o nome the new ship after the great Negro educator, won inst ant approval 

by both the shipbuil ding company and the Maritime Commi□sion • 
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When the Liberty ship BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, naJned after tte great Negro ~ 
educate:·, goes into service next month, a Negro captain will be i n command of ttle 

vessel , the Wa:c Shipping Administration announced today. 

Captai n Edward Macauley, Deputy Administrator supervising the recruitment 

and manning of merchant ships, stated that Captain Hugh Mulzac, the only Negro to 

hol d a mast er 's certificate, has been assigned the Liber ty ship and is now 

securing offj. cers and men for the new ship. 

The BOOKER T • WASHINGTON, which wi ll be l aunched soon b y the California 

Shipbuil ding Corporation, Wilmington, California, is expected to be completed 

by the middle of October. The 10,500 ton freighter will then be r eady to carry 

cargoes vital to the war effort. 

Captain Mul zac, of Brooklyn, New York, has held a master ' s certifi cat e for 

20 years, During the last war he served as chief mate ·on merchant ships and 

at one time was master of the YAP.MOUTH when this ves sel was oper ated by the 

Bla ck Star Li ne. 

Captain Mulzac, who is 56, wil l sail wi th a crew composed of white and Negro 

off icers and meno Official s of the National Maritime Union have s~ated they will 

cooper at e with Captain Mulzac i n his efforts to obtain s ea.men for his ship . 
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When the Liberty ship BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, named after the great Negro 

educator , goes into service next mont h, a Negro captain will be in command, the 

War Shipping Administration announced today. 

Captain Edward Macauley, Deputy Administrator supervising the recrui tment 

and manning of merchant ships, said Captain Hugh Mulzac, the only Negro to 

hold a master ' s certificate , has been assigned the Liberty ship and now is 

securing officers and men for it. 

The BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, a 10,000- ton freighter which will be l aunched 

soon by the Cali fornia Shipbuilding Corporation, Wilmington, California, i s 

exp6cted t o be completed by the middle of October. 

Capt ain Mulzac , of Brookl yn, New York , has held a master's certificate for 

20 years . Du.ri ng the l ast war he served as chief mate on merchant ships and at 

one ti::ne was master of the YARMOUTH when this vessel was operated by the 

Bl ack Star Line . 

Capt ain Mulzac , who i s 56, will sail with a crew composed of white and Negro 

officer s and men. Officials of the National Marit i me Union have stated t hey will 

cooperate with Captain Mulzac i n hi s effor t s t o obtain seamen for his shi p . 
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Worker s of Ilk'l11Y r cwial ext r acti ons--Chinese , Filipinos , Mexicans , Negroes 

anci whi tes--_!1,elped-c ons-~,r t1:et ._j:,~ BOOKER T . WASHI NGTON , f irst Liberty Shi p t o 

betr.;ed for a Negro . \....... _ "),~ ..__ 

'--.l= el- is being b<fl t a t t he Co.lif ornia Shi pbuilding 

C ompan~r ::a.rd a t Hilminr•:t on , Cal. Viorker s of all of these r a cial groups 

a r e er;·.!Jloyec1 in tha t yard . 

!':or e than 500 skilled, semi- skill ed a nd unskilled Negro worker s wer e 

empl oyed i n t he yard a s the i:\OOKER T. WASEINGTON wa s being r u shed to completion~ 

Thi s repr e sented c;-n incree.se ovc.r t he 278 Negr oes empl oyed t here in March , 1942 . 

Hegro ski l l ed workers i n the yard i nclude e l ectricians , shipwr ights , 

s tudQ111 rrbl d op0r ators , pai nters , welders , burners , chippers and buf fer s . 

Negroes a r e employed i n n numbur of s emi - ski l l ed categori e s , incl uding 

he l per s in ·the followini c l a s s ificat ions: :,;1i pfitter, burner , flangor , 

c oppor smi,:jh, we l der , chipper s and \"/el der tra inees . 

Negro empl oyoos nr o int ogr at od thr oughou t t ho ya.rd , s o onl y .n percent a ge 

of t he t otal number of colored omployo,1s worked. on t ho BOOKER T. WASHI NGTON. 

The ma jorit y of them a r c.: oxpoct od to wi tnc:ss tho chr ist ening of t ho s hip 

by Marinn i:.nd.c:?.·~on, Ct) l -,b r o.t cd c ontralto, however . 


