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MEMORANDID1l TO THE SECRETARY 

Subject : Espi onage in Hawaii. 

Supplementing the information which you heard oh your 
f l ying visi t to Hawaii, the following may be of interest : 

I mmedi atel y after the attack on December 7th a guard was 

placed at the Japanese Consulate and observed the Consul General 

and the Vice Consul attempting t o burn recor ds . Some were seized 

bef ore they could be burned, incl uding the telegraph f ile of 

messages to and f r om Tokyo and a "consular code". 

On December 8th the FBI obtained from the radio and 
cable companies copi es of all messaees which had been sent and 

received by the J apanese Consulate , and this material was translated .. : 

by the l ocal Naval I ntelligence . I t incl uded: 
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A dispatch to Tokyo on December 3rd, indicating 
code and methods of signall ing to show movements 
of shi ps on the 1st to the 3r d (one group) and on 
the 4th to the 6th (another group). 

Uessages to Tokyo on December 4th and 5th showed 
actual movements of our ships, including data on 
those anchored 11 on the afternoon of the 5th11 • 

There was also a message from Tokyo to Honol ulu of 
the 6th to inform Tokyo immediately of any rumors 
of the movements of warshi ps after t he 4th . 

In this connection it is interesting to note that prior to the 

attack and all during last ~year the FCC had refused the FBI infor­

mation regarding international and trans-oceanic radio cable and 

telephone messages because of the illegali ty of so doing. The FBI 

memorandum containing the information above concludes with this 

significant paragraph: 
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"It is further noted that repeated effor ts , and in 
fact entreaties, were made to enlist the cooperation 
of the managers of the various commercial cable and 
wireless companies in Honolulu to furnish the FBI 
and the Off ice of Naval I ntelligence with copies of all 
commwtlcations exchanged between the Japanese Consulate 
in Honolulu and the Foreign Office in Japan, but all of t hese 
requests were wi thout success." 
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