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INDL.il.'TA N/~ V / ~L OFFICER IS FIRST NEGRD 

TO TR1\NSFER FROM RESERVES T O REGUL/1.R NA VY 

Ensign John Wesley Le:~ , Z3 , of 351 West 28th Street, Indi:=mapolis, 

Indiana , is the first N<;gr o to be accepted and to serve in tr.e c:1.pacity -)1 1.n 

officer in the Regul ar Navy under the provisions cf the Officer t:::-ansfer Ji.ct of 

1946 , whic h author ized the transfer of Reserve Officers and tempor ary U.S.N. 

Officer s to the Regular Navy. 

Ensign Lee is a graduate of the Crispus Attucks High Sc hool in 

Indianapolis, and W!:l.S a pre- medicrtl student a t Indiana University. On enterin1:; 

t he Ne.v:v. Ar:;ril 17, 1944, he was s ent to Bainbridge , Mar yland for tra ining in the, 

S~eward 's Br3.nch. Qualifying fo r Servic e School and s pecialized training, 

Ensign Lee was s ent to the Navy School at Adak, Alaska . 

From active duty v:.:ith the FlcGt us an enlisted man, Ensign Lee was : 

transferr ,:::d to the V- 12 pr ogram (Offic er training) at DePaul University. He 

compl2t ed his midshipman training a t F ort Schuyler, New York, und at 

Nc r thwcstern University, Chicago , Illinois. · 

r~S a Reser ve Officer , Ensign Lee s aw consider able active duty aboard 

numcr -.. us ships of the Fleet in the capacities of gunner y officer arid watch 

officer. He s erved 0n the auxiliary oilers USS RAMA.ma nGl USS SEPULGA, amd 

on the auxiliar y car go ship, USS CAPRICORNUS. While on board these vessc ls 

he hc1.s vis ited many parts of the world. 

Ifnsign Lee was tra.risfcrred to th2 Regular Navy Mo.r ch 15, 1947 , and 

placed en active duty in the Bureau 0f Naval P er sonnel. At pres t;nt he is 

attending the Naval Gener al Line Schoc;l, a t Newpor t, Rhode Is land. 

* *. * 
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