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FNSIGN E:::)lTR uEVOE, NAV'( J\fChS:◄' ,SWORN INTC• IlEGULA.?.. NA VY 

F ns ign Ed.ith DeVoe, U.S N.R ,of :.5::.:0-1 4th Street .Northeast,Washington , 

D.C. , one of the four Negro nurses commissioned in the U.S. Navy during 
World Wa:r II, was sworn into the Regular Navy (Nur s e Cor ps) Januar y 6, : 948 
at t he Navy Department by Ca ptain O.D King , U.S;N. She is now on duty at the 

Navy Communication Annex Dispensar y, 3801 Nebr aska Avenue, Northwes t, 
Washington, D C. 

Ensign DeVoe is a native of Washington, D.C. ,and a gr aduate of it s loc al 

schools. Aft er complet ing her nur se tr aining at Freedmar/s Hospital,Wasl:i-• 

ington , D.C ., she was employed as a Public Health Nur s e in the Dis trid of 
Columbia for a year. She then took advanced nur se training and public health 

wor k at St. Phillips Hospital (under the Medical College of · Virginia) at 
Ric hmonG. , Vir ginia ;and later s pent a year and. a half in private duty at Freed
man 's Hospital. 

Commissioned Ens ign in the Navy NursP. Corps in Washington, D.C. ,in 

Marc h .i J 45 , she r epor ted for active duty. in June L 945. She has s erved s ince 

that time in the Naval Shipyar d Dispensary , Boston,Massachusetts; the Mine 

Tes t Stat ion Dispensar y ,Solomons Is land , Mar yland , and the Naval Communicjlt• 
ions Dispensar y , ·washington. D.C. 

Although muc.:h of 1-ier wor k has been in pr ofessional nur s ing , Ensign 
De Voe is expe~ienceo in administ rative and training d uties . She is, enthusiastic 
over the future possibilities for t r ained Negro women in the Navy s medical 

field . 
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