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Department of Defense Directive

SUBJECT Carrying Deadly or Da.ngeroué Weapons Aboard
Commercial Aircraft

References: (a) Title 49, United States Code, 1L72(1)

%
#*

(b) FAA Federal Aviation Regulations, Part 121.585, *
* "Prohibition Against Carriage of Weapons," *
* effective April 1, 1965 (14 CFR 121.585) *
#*

(¢c) DoD Directive 5210.38,‘ "Carrying of Firearms
by Civilian Personnel," June 25, 1959

1. PURPOSE AND APPLICATION

This Directive implements references (&) end (b) and
applies to all military personnel and civilian officers
or employees of the Department of Defense who are author-

ized to carry deadly or dangerous 'weapons gboard commexr-
cisl aircraft.

II. BACKGROUND

A. Reference (&) mekes 1t a federal crime for enyone
gboard elrcraft operated by an.air carrier in air’
transportation to have on or ebout his person a
concealed deadly or dangerous weapon, or to atiempt
to board such an aircraft while having on or ebout
his person & concealed deadly or dangerous weapon.
However, an exceptlion is made in the case of munici-
pal, State, or Federal law enforcement officers who
are euthorized or required to carry erms, end such
other persons &as may be authorized under regulations
issued by the Administrator of the Federal Aviation
Agencye. an

o
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#Firet emendment (Ch 1, 10/26/66)




B.

" qun 2, 62
5500.9 -

pursuant to the authority of reference (a), reference (b)
provides thet the class of persons exempted from these
rovisions shall include employees or officiels of municl-
g1, State, or Tederal Governments who are authorized or
required to carry erms; crew members; and such other persons
as may be authorized by en alr carrier. It also extends
the prohibltion +o include unconcealed deadly or dangerous

weapon Se

_grr. POLICE

Iv.

Be

Except a6 provided in subsection B., below, eny person in

the Department of Defense whose officlial duties require

him to have on or gbout his person a concealed or uncon-

cealed deadly or dangerous weapon while a passenger aboard

it aircraft operated by an alr carrier in adr transporta-

tion shall confidentially notify the airline station menager

or supervising agent (or in their sbsence, the ticket agent) -

of this fact prior to boarding the alrcraft. Upon request .

srom the girline officlel or employee he shell present

appropriate credentiels for identification purposes. These
Credentials shall consist of appropriate authority to carry

the weapon and & DoD identification card. In the case of ' (/—
Y ivilien employees, authorization to carry the weapon shall P
eonform t0 the requirements of reference (c). i

jon to the foregoing requirement may be mede whe

DoD personnel with concealed weepons are on missions wh?ci.
could be compromised if thelr identity became known. However
h cases it shall be the responsibility of the traveler ’
with the utmost discretion so the presence of the

will not be detected.

LvE DATE AID TMPLEMENTATION

An except

W
ctive 18 effective upon publication.
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B.

This DiTe€

implementation of this Directive shell be effected by
jate elements of the Department of Defense as soon as
, Two coples of the implementing documents and any

g or reissuances thereof shell be forwarded to the

vision ol
izsistant secretary of Defense (Installations and Logistics)
issuancel

Uniform

Deputy Secretary of Defense (::i)
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