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SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PLilNS TO SABOTAGE MDJ,P SHI PMENTS TO WESTERN EUROPE 

1. Leaders of the French and Italian Cor:irnunist Partie s have met to dis
cuss plans to insure a more effective anti-MDAP program. 

2. On 22 February 1950, a meeting of the Centr a l CoDinittee of the PCI 
(Italian Communist Party) was held in Rome to det ermine the Party ' s 
attitude when HDA.P arms r eached Italy. 

3. Palmiro TOGLLSTI, top Italian Communist l eader stat ed t hat the 
PCI, as a subordinate organization of the Cominform, adapts i t self 
to the situation of the Italian workers in the Party, or sympathetic 
to it . Y~l1ile r ecognizing the orders and r equirements of the Cominform, 
TOGLii.TTI explained it is necessary to avoid any action which could 
offer to the "forc es of r eaction", any pr et ext t o strike the Party 
with new measures or to accuse the Party on a propaganda level of 
abandoni ng t ho working classes and working excessively as an instrument 
of a f or ei gn power . 

4. TOGLL.TTI stated f urther tha t no one intends t o under estimat e tho 
iIJpor tance of manifestat i ons agains t the dispatch of U.S. arms1 since 
the I talian working clnss would r eportedly be the firs t to f eel the 
disastrous eff ect of a new war . In thi s connection at a Cominfor m 
meet i ng held bef or e t he PCI meet i ng of Febr uary, 1950, it was reported
l y at TOGLL,TTI 1s suggestion t hat each party secr etary estimat e and 
carry out its own agi tation progr am after consul ting wi th his Centr al 
Directorat e , framing i t in t he spirit of t he 11Paris Centra l Peace Com
mittee". 

5. In the · anti- l1IDJ.P progr am, t ho error of t he French Communis t Party, 
according to TOGLLTTI, is t ha t of r e l ying t oo heavily on t he activity 
of French Comnuni st worker s and par ty or gani zers r ather t han r elyi ng 
on t he effective pr opaganda campaign des i gned t o organizi ng t he masses , 
i ncluding the Communist s , against pr epar ations . In Fr ance, t he f ew a ct s 
of sabot age carri ed out agai nst ar ned shipments ar e of no importance 
f r om a pol i t ical point of view, i f not activel y 11 counter-productive 11 

s i nce t he Fr ench Government appear s to be abl e to contr ol the s i tuat ion 
and subsequently r aise Us pr estige wi th the Ameri cans. TOGLD,TTI 
s t ated fur t her tha t the work of the Party must bo that of gathering 
around i tself the vast stra t a of wor ker s , er.1pl oyecs and sol di e r s and 
t o gi ve every a;t of pr ot e st tho char act er of a mass nanif est ation. 
Act s of f orce whi ch would pr o j ect har m r ather than gain should be 
avoi ded. 
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6. PiGtro SECCHIA, another Italian Communist l oader prai sed the French 
Communist spirit of sacrifice and organization D.nd oaintained that 
t he organization of · the French Communist Party better confoms to Comin
form objectives . He r eportE:dly nnintained that the existence of 
European Communist P[lrties who give evj_dence of be:i.ng militarily as 
well as politically organized preoccup:i.ed U. c. st.qf f s r.mch 1,1ore than 
a hostile r.mnifestation of a nass character. Acco-rdii1f to SECCHL\, the 
sabotage of American armed shipments should be pr-e:?,'.lr,,,d 1;rj_t~1 the greatest 
care . He f elt that propaganda should be orientec. ,;ot so rr,uch toward 
the middl e class which has never responded satisfactorily, but toward 
the Armed Forces wher e tho ground is much :raore favorable . 

7. Following the above statements. of TOOLiiLTTI and SECCHIA, Edoardo 
d ' ONFOHIO invited the Party to step up tho organization of people ' s com
mittees, intensify propaganda among civilians and th€ military, and 
incrr,ase preparations on o para-military level in the event the Comin
form should consider it neces oary to take "open action" aBainst the 
MDAP shipments . · 

8. According to a r eport of 24 May 1950, Palmira TOGLI :.TTI, Secretary
General of the PCI and Maurice THOREZ, Secretary-Gener al of the French 
Communi st Party agr ee that the Pa:rtis:ms of Peace i\fovenent l acks suf
ficient strength in the port ar cn.3 of France B:1d Italy t o carry out 
prolonged sabotage on a large scali:, :.:i.g:i.inst :,hipucmt .of arms fr0r.1. the 
United States . However, TOGLLLTTI reportedly believes it imperative 
that mass demonstrations be staged in Italy this summer against the 
11war effort" o'f the U.S. He expects the French Coomunist Party t o 
promote similar demonstrations . Jacques DUCLOS and Etienne FAJON, 
members of the Fronch Communist Political Bur eau r eportedly favor 
postponing sugh action ~ntil fall . 

9. Palamede BORSARI, a Brazilian engineer and member of the Cor.ununist 
Pe.rty in Sao Paulo, and described as · a member of the "Bureau of the . 
Partisans of Horld Peace " r eportedl y oft en acts ns a liaison agent 
between TOGLil.TTI and THOREZ . BORSL1.RI was active in tho promotion of 
tho Yforld Congr ess f or Peace hel d in Nexico City in Sept ember, 1949 
and attended it as one of the Brazilian delegat es . BOHSMU was in 
!Aexico from 7 June until 31 October 1949. Although prir.iaril y con
cerned with the promotion of tho Congress for Peace, he also con
tributed his advice as t o_ labor policy in Latin 1~meriqa . 
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