
DEPP.R'l't,lbi~T OF THB N.1<.VY 
OFFICE OF Ti-u:, CHIEF OF NAVAL 01'1PJ.TIONS 

l..ASiHN GTON 25, D. C .' 

ECAE 
RBGISTERED Sl£CRET 

Fror.i : Chief of Naval Oper ations 
To : DISTRIBUTIOE LIST 

Op- 36C,/dn 
Serial 00559PJ6 

26 October 1950 

Subj: Classification of i~avy Capability for A tonic 't'ea::,011 Delivery 

Ref : (a) C~O Secret l tr Ser 00255P36 of 17 May 1950 
(b) CNO l tr Ser 3288P32 of 19 Apr 1948 (48- 297) 

1. 'I'he e:dstence of the lllavy capability for u ~.e of atomi c ,;,capons 
is classified ·secret . The principa.l hazards to i:iaintenance of this 
security are loose talk on the part of personnel V.'ho have unavoidably 
bec or:1c awar e of or have made a guess as to this capability and the 
um1i s takable association of well-lmown ator'.lic v:eapon activities with 
specific oper ating unj_ts . 

2. By obs~rvation or rur.:or, a fr irly l~rpo body of personnel, 
particularly in ships I co□panies , mo.y hecor.ie a.vmre of a unit I s 
capability in the ato□ic weapons field . Intellivence lee.king 
f rom such s ources can only b~ stopped by proper security brief
ir.gs . It is desired t hat ull comrm.ndirw officers t ake appropriate 
steps to apprise their commands of t ho seriousnes s of unf::Uarded 
tal k regardless of whether b:rned on fact or f ancy . Reference (b) 
is perti nent and should be r eviewed by o.11 addressees . 

J. Because of the Navy ' s confirmed inter e s t in the ~e.ny phases 
of the ator:lic energy pr of".rr..m, it i s i rnprn.ctical t o cla ssify the 
associati'on of a l l NavaJ. uctivitie s with a t omi c ener gy Ectivi
t i es or i nstallo.ti ons . The i nte2..ligence disclosed in pin-pointing 
the capability of spE:ci.f i c operat ing units by linkin~ ther.1 with 
atomic 1.'teapon s e.ctivities would , however, he of grent. VDl1Je t o n 
pot ential enemy. Accord i n gly, t he association of r~a j or oper ating 
cor.1r.10nd [.; and shore ,:istablishment3 with t hG 11t omic v-:eapons pr ofram 
i s classified Restricted . As sociation with t he fltomic v:e apons 
progr am of spi.acific shi ps or ::drcr aft squo.dr-ons tha t h,?V"l rtorJic 
vreapon delivery or stora.fe capability i s , hov.:-ever, cla s s ified 
Secret . 

4 . Cnre nust be exer c i sed t ho.t uni t s which h,-:ve r, classified 
associ ation ,; ith th,:; a tomi c weapons progrnm .<J.re not linked t o 
k1i.ov.111 Dt onic ener gy i nsta.llat ions such a s the A:rmed Forces 
Specipl i .. eapons Pr oj ec t , Si:lndi a Dase , or f e.cilitie s of t ho Ato□ic 
Ener py Crn:itd 7s i on t hr ough use of i mpr oper commun icn.tions pr ocedure . 
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Correspontlen~e , b i lls of ladir:g , invoices , visitor s l i s t s , et c . , 
v1hich discl ose t h e r el ationshi p of t h ese ,;n its wi th the ut oraic 
en e1·gy progr am mu.st be classified Secret . The cleni a l of' t his 
i ntel ligsnce t o ,;memy sources without r educing opr:;r a t i ona.l e f 
f ecti ven8ss will requir'➔ t.ha clo;:;e atten tion of c:.11 commen ds. 

5 . Units he::inJ u cJ.9..s sifi ,Jd :i.s s ocir..ti on •,1ith the a tomi c ener gy 
; 1r og;r r...:.i:1 will cc-r,tir,11:. to us 2 speci a l s ecuri ty f orms (GPNAV 36- 101 ) 
f or r ~rsor,r,<Jl for access to .!.~.-:otric: t,.3d D:.ita . Such f o1·ms rnd;y be 
t r ansmitt':lci. so a s not t o revr.:a l an ass ociation wi th the atomic 
01B r gy prog:c2..m and in such a.n ':!Vent mc:.y oe cla;::; s i fied R,Jstric t0d . 

6 . 'l'his let t er super sed,:;s r ef ar enc0 (a) . 

7. ihde diss8mination t o uppropri o.t e uni t s under your conun(llld i s 
direct0d. 

8 . 'frwismi ssion by Unitod St ut es r egi ster ed ma i l or register ed 
guar d 1:-iail i s aut horized i n accordance v,i t h o.rticl c 7- 5 , united 
S~a.t os Navy Se curi t y 1·fanual fo~ Cl assifiod Matter . 

DI G'i'RIB0TI0N 
CinCPucFlt 
CinCLantFlt 
Ci nCNe lm 
Bull.er 
BuDocks 
Buivled 
BuOr d 
BuPer s 
BuSl:Ii!)S 
BuSandA 
fAar Cor ps 
PRNC 
SRNC 

COPi TO: 
Corn.N1.1.vFe 
CJ 'l'F- .3 
Ch . .;,FS"P 

LIST: 
Coinl 
Com3 
Com4 
Com5 
Com6 
Com8 

· Com9 
Coml O 
Cornll 
Coml 2 
Cor..1.3 
Coml 4 
Coml 5 
Coml.7 

CG Sancli a b.::.::ie 
Pu~jlic a 31ution s 
UHR (:2 ) I 
CIP- Ul (5) 
OP- 0~ 11 

CP-03 11 

OP-04 11 

OP- 05 11 

FOD.F~ ST SlEf~ ·p,N 

EC 1 

..... 
vJ 

("1 4516 

- -- nECLASfilVJID---\ 
AU'l:-IEH·r.I CA'f .i::D: t . noo~J2J)1ci_ \ , ,{ , , Authority -- _J 

/ , . . ,. , /,t i l ,~ f /\, l/~ ···. \ fl'-y' -
G. I ' • ' :W.Pl IY J _ I 
Secret ary to ®OUcll"-:inistr ation) 

2 


