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Security Investigations of Personnel. 

· L The number and tyy.,e of secur ity investiga tions of Naval 
personnel, ?ervice and civilian , r equested by respons i ble authorities 
indicates a w-i de divergenc·e of opini on as to the necessity fo r and ex
t ent of the se in1restigations . 

2. Due to reduct ion of i nvestigat i v e per sonnel i n the 
Naval Intelligence Se rvice and the inab i lity of any other investigative 
agency to ass i st i n this wor k , i t is i mperative th.-'tt r equests for these 
investigations be screened. 

3 . Security investigations of . personnel conducted by the 
Naval I ntell igence Se rvice may be gr ouped under t hree general types : 

( a) Conple.te Baclr..gro~nd I nvestigation. Thj,s t ~'l)e of inves-
tigat1on i ncludes a ll a1:pro:pr :i.a~e s·ources of information concern~ng 
the individual anq. snoul~ only be, req_nest ed for personnel who will have 
f ull . a cces~ t o y i~al c l assif i ed· material. . 

·· (b ) L"imd.ted Background Investiga tion. This t ype of i nve s-
t.iga tion, ·includes ·a . name check (beJ,ow) and the mo re obv i ous and immediate 
sourc·es of informa t .ion, such a s r ecent ·employment, activities,. and 
.a~sociates a nd shoul d be ~uffic i ent for personnel ·who wi,11 have only 

' 1imited ·~ccess to classifi ed informat ion. 

· '· , ~c) · ,' Nam~ ,c~e~}c·~:. Thi\ tyu~-o·r : in:vestig;;i.~ i on ~onsists of a l ,(,'5 7f 
·routine· check· of. Uav::tl In_t _ell,i,g~nce , !,!ilitary · Inte-lligence Divis ion, 1/~e,vj)e.) 
Fede r a l BureA.µ · o_f.. I nv{ls~iga~iop., police·, or ed'i·t, and other A.Vailapl e 0.... i!- 9 agency records for any' info~rmat ion · c·oncerning the . ;ti:1-dividual and shoulJ / '-I 
be req_uested for p e rsonnel having access to Nava l Establi shment s but 
to whom the availab ility of i mportant informatio n i s extreme l y limited . 
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4. It is desired that a ll r equests for per~onnel sec·urity )\ 
investigRtions b e b ,<\sed on the fact thA.t they a r e considered essent i a l 
for security, Rnd also that the type of investiga tion conside r ed 
necessary in each CA.S e - 11 cqMPLETE", 111IMITED11 , or 11 NAME CHECK11 - ,be 
indica t ed. 

5. Requests for these investigations will b e hruidled 
normally in accordance with importruice R.S indica ted by the type, a nd 
in order of r eceint . 

6. It is contemnlated tha t this l etter ,,,ill limi~ future 
r eq_ue sts or directive s for investigations to those which a r e essential; 
1 imit the scope of inv e st i gR.ti ons and t he expenditure of time a nd effort 
to the .ext ent necessa ry to meet security conside rations; · and permit the 

· Nava l Intelligence Se rvic e to g iv~ earlier attention to a ll r eq_uests. 

Distribut ion: 
List 6a top, inclus ive . 
List 7a. 
List 11. 

/s/ W. S. FARBER 
Sub Chie f of Naval Operations 
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Enclosure: 

WASHINGTON 

2 February 1944 

Director of Naval Int elligence. 
District Intelligence Officers, All Naval Districts, 
Intelli~ence Officer, Potomac River Naval Command, 
Intelligence Officer, Severn River Naval Command. 

Sec~rity ·Investigations of Personnel. 

(A) Co~ies of conf. ltr. from CUO to Distribution 
Llst Appended, File No. (SC)Pl-7, Op-16-B-3, 
A9/1ID, Ser. 0292916, dated ,29 Jan. 1944 , same 
subject. 

1. Enclc,sure (A) is forwarded for information. 

2. It ls requested that every possible cooperation 
be extended in carrying out the pr1cedure ·outlined in Enclosure 
(A), in order that subject investigations may be reduced to an 
ahsolute minimum censistent with proper security. 

3. The ~ecessity fo~ guarding against over-investigation 
is appar ent. 

/ s/ R. E. Schuirmann 

R. E. Schuirmann 
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