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From : 
TO: 

Di rector of Naval I nt ell i gence . UrJfll'SSIHED 
All Dis t rict Intelligence Officers ( l ess Si xteenth) , 11tJI A 
Intelligence Officer, Potomac River Naval Command, 
Intel l i gence Offi cer , Seve·rn River Naval Command . 

subj : Per sonnel Investigations - Prior ity of . 

1. owing to the freeze of personnel assigned to the Naval I ntelligence 
Ser vice , investigations of appl icants for commissions , assi gnment to or 
empl oyment in Intelli3cnce , wi ll , of neces sity, decrease t o only t hose 
requi r ed as replacements . 

2. A decrease of invcsti Jati ve pE: r sonnel in Section B- 3 throughout t he 
Naval Inte l ligence Service , of 40~ of tho on- board compl ement of officers 
and enlisted men as of Harch 8 , 1943 was recor.uncnded by the Commander in 
Chief of the Uni t cd Stat es Fleet and Chief of Naval Oper ations. This 1ms 
appr oved and mado effective by the Secretary of· the Navy under date of 
uay 3, 1943 . 

J . Thi s r eduction i n personnel ~vill r equire c ar eful super vision and 
sel ecti vity in th~ acceptance and assignment of cases for i nvcsti~at ion 
by Naval Intelligence , in order that valuable t ime and effort will not be 
dissi pat ed in work that logically should and could be performed by other 
r ecognized , established agencies . 

4. Tho investigative j urisdi ction of ONI i s clearly defined by the Revised 
Delimitati on Agr eement of February 9 , 1943, i n cases involving Gspiona"".e , 
counter - espionage , Scibotago and subversive activitiGs . strict adher ence 
to tho limits defined thor ci n shoul d be observed . 

5. I nsofar as investigat ions outside of those ca t o~oric:.s a r c concerned , 
char ackr, back0round and loyal ty i nvestigat i ons shoul d cont inue to be 
made upon specific requ-:s t of cognizant .:.'nd intcr ostod Navc1l Authori t i cs , 
wher e direct Naval int er est i s involved . Pr i or ity shoul d be gi ve:n such 
i nvr,stiv,ti ons in t he fol lowing or der: 
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2 . - Personnel under Naval jurisdiction, engaged in ,Secn~t 
or hi; hly confidenti~l work , or ha ving a ccess there t o . 

3 , Personnel, not in the c>bove categories , whose poss i ble 
a ccess to material of a clessified na t ure , in connection 
with dutie s performed or services render ed i n cnp2 ci t i 0.s 
not under direct Navc1l juri sdiction , ·r ender s ; ssurence of 
their loyel ty of vital importc-nce to the s ecurity of t he 
Na va l Eskblishmont or of Nav<' l inform ::-. tion . 
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