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i,JAVY i.Ji•:PARTMENT 
Seri a l No . 3843616 Offi ce of the Chief of Nav~l Operations 
SO 1061/J:?.9 \iashington 

October 6 , 1942 

From: 
To: 

SUBJ EC'i' : 

'l'he Vi ce Ch i ".lf" or Nave.l O~Jerati on s. 
Comma nda nts All District s (h:ss 16th) . 

Improp'3r Empl oymon t of Int;:llligence Officer s. 

1 . Th 0 f uncti on of the Na val Int clli g0nce 8<-ffv i c e i s to 
d~)tect a nd combat the ,1ffort s of .:mr;my espiona ge and other subversive 
agc::nts a nd to collect a nd me.ko avc.:.ilP..bln to the variou s comma nds 
infor mation n ,.;C3ssar y for tho su c cc:ssf"ul conduct of the ;n1r. In carry­
ing ou t th,., se vita l f unctions tho Intdli g tmce Off i c er p(ffforms z. 
duty v:h i ch h c..s e.n importance s~c ond to none. 

2. ii.0I ,orts h1;.vi1 bc.:un r -J c ,::: iv2d t ha t cer tc:.in Comrn&nding Oi'±.'i-
cers he.ve c:ir")Cttd th,.-,i r Int.::lli g ,:m.C(~ Offi cer s to 1Jcrform duti,,s not 
rol tl"tr.:d to Ints lli g.:inc0 a.nd somer.ho.t of an improper natur .-::i . For in­
stance, Int,:;.,_lip,~nce Offic8rs ha ve b <):,m s·:mt in search or lost l aundry ; 
th0y ha v_; been emiJloyed t c solv:-) t ho thdt of bottl0s of wh i sh~y and 
similar ':lxtr2.neous clu t i :::::; . 

3 . Thi s SL1bver sion c.,f the Intt.Jlli gance f uncti on not only 
subj tJCt s the I n tr::lli genc C::: •Cffic~n' to d .:Jri s i on r.nd contempt , but it 
a l so r efl3cts a s -..:rioUf.; 1-'l.ck of knowl,:ldg0 of Intc l l i gen cE: on the p c1.rt 
of the C0mmc:..ndin t; Offi .:::er. It sh ould b8 clearl;;- undcrstocd t hat tho 
Int( .. lli gc!nce Off icf; c i r; not, <• poli ceman , a policf petty- offi cer nor 
i ~ h0 , a ny more t h li.n i:i.ny other na va l officer, conecrI,1ed •..ti th cnfor ct:­
m:.mt of the Na.val I~egul ations or other orders . 

4 - Commanding Offic c•rs l'~ho do not und0rstm1d the J;rops r 
functions of I ntol l i g,mcs ar,) r ,,f,ffr nd to c:xisting fiublicutions a nd 
dir-::ietiv:;s on the subj :c:ct 1,h ich h,;.v :) b•J-.)11 i ssuud fr-om t i me t o time 
by tho Nuvy D,:JrJa rtmunt. 

5. It sh ould b0 noted t b,c;.t th,-1 .F'cd.8r El Eur0&u of Inv1:.:stig,,-
tion is au t hor i z,~d by J.,._;,, to conduct t h,:) i nvestigo.t.i on e.nd proseeution 
of common misd(,me2.nor n r .. nd crim,:;s commi ttud ·Ni thin governme nt r e:ser-
va tions by c i vilj_,J..ns . 
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