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MEMORANDUM ~ 

~ / Downgrade to .......... ..... , 
The Director of Naval Intelliifofhqe ~OJ~?~P 
District Intelligence Officers • ••• ...... .... ~ ........................ . 

Al* Naval Districts ( except ~citem.t~..f.?.. Unlbl.J!~ .2.-8.: .. 
Subject: Investigative Responsibility of ONI 

1. Numerous references by District Intelligence Officers 
as to interpretations of the Delimit ation Agreement indicate that 
from time to time confusion arises in the District~; the most 
frequent causes appear to be beached seamen and employees i n 
commercial plants having contracts vrith the Navy Department. It 
is hoped t hat this memorandum will be of assistance in clarifying 
the questi on of investigative responsibility of the -Office of 
Naval Intelligence . 

2. The De1 imitatioia.tJldr:>eement, Revised February 9, 1942, .t. ••••••••••••. ~ tt)'~ -

assigns investigative responsibility in all cases involving 
espionage, counter-;\\~r.t,cmc,1g~.,. .~ubver sion and sabotag~ . The re
sponsibility assumed by one oreanization i n a given field carries 
with it the obligatj.,<m~.tQ • .pr.oxid~1.ai po.ol. .of a l l..i~ mation 
received in that field, but it does not imply that the reporting 
agency alpne is interested in, or will work alone in, tha t field . 
Close coopdration between the .three a~encies in all fields is a 
mutually f e, cognized nocessi ty. .., 

3 . It will be noted that no attemut was made to delimit 
investigative responsibil ity i n cases falli~g outside of the above
named four categories . Certain of these cases , involving violations 
of Federal Statutes, fall defi.~itoly within the invDstiGativc 
jurisdiction of tho Federal Bureau of Investi eation, ·such as kid
napping and banl;: robbery; tho Post Office Dcpartr:-1ent, such as use 
of the r.iails to defraud; the Treasury Dopartmoflt, such as narcot ics 
and customs violations; and tho Gecrot Sorvic~, such as threats 
against tho President . Except for such cases, however, investi
gations prbdicated 6n purely Naval interest, such as character, 
background, loyalty, or o.ny other cases outside thb f our categorios 
specifically covorod by the Deliiaitation Agreement, may be conduct-
ed by ifov".-1 Intelligence . . 11r1r1 1s~1[1~n 

h. Irrespecti vb of tho purpose for which 811 Uil U!JA UU iLU 
t1ay have boon instituted, whenever such investigation indicat.:;s 
one of the four cat egories is involved, the agency conducting tho 
investigation should immediately consult with the agency ivho 
apparently has responsibility under the Delimitation ;~grooment in 
or der to determine by whom the invosti go.tion will bo conducted 
thor eaftero 
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5. Bearing in mind the above- mentioned points, a care-
ful analysis of any particular case should readily establish 
its investigative responsibility. In the case of suspects, no 
reference need be·made to the Federal Bureau of Investigation to 
develop character, loyalty or background except to as sure that 
the same individual is not the subject of nny investieation by 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation or the Military Intellieencc 
Service . By the same token, no requests for investigation by 
the Federal Dureau of Investigation should be made unless the 
purpos e of the investigation clearly lies within the .four categories 
cover ed by the Dcl:i.r.J.i tation J,erecracnt. 
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