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i,;AVY. D3;PAH1TENT 
Of f ice of the Chief of Nnvnl Ope rntions 

iJ f;.SHIHGTOi'i 

-'i.pril 7, 1942 

The Director of Nn.v~l Inte lligence . 
District Intolligcnco Office rs, 
All continentnl Districts. 

I nvestig~tions conducted by t ho Fedor nl 
Buro P.u of Invostign.tion. 

1. Unde r dntc of FebruA.ry 8 , 1942 , the :\ssistnnt Socrctwy 
of the N1wy ·wr ote to t i,o .\ttornoy G0no r n.J. th.nt it wn.s h is undc rstnnd
ing thn.t, pr i or to t he cntr wce of the United Str\tc s into the pre s ent 
conflict , "the Dop P.rtmont of Justice onuncif'.ted n policy thP.t inve sti
gr.tions should not be mnde by t he Fodcr ~,.1 Burcn.u of Invostigr.tion of 
s nbot'"l.ge or o spionngo r osul tj_ng in whole or in pn.rt from l 'l.bor strife 
or Union nctiviti os , such r.s strikes,· s l ow- downs in production , e tc .,", 
.ind r.sked tl-ie Attorney Gon er d wlwthe r th.'.t policy still continue d. 

2 . 
stat od : 

In 1-iis r eply of Fe brunr y 17, 1942, tho Attorney Gen e r n.l 

" It is not the pol i cy of th.i s Depr.r tm,.mt to conduct invosti
gritions of disput es in n ntionn.l d0f 0ns0 industrie s which nr e 
concerne d with n.nd confined to l ,·.bor r o l r,t ions , '.'.S such. But 
whore subvor si vo r.cti vi tics n.ppen.r to be conne cted with such 
disp ute s , such nctivitios will b.:: invostig'1tod by t l't'is D0p:1rt
mont. Thus , tho Dop r.;·tront vnll i nvc stigr.to n.ny specifi c 
overt '\ct indic:i.ting r, l r..w enforcement probl em, sucl-i r.s ospion
ngo or f\ viol r,tion of rome other Fodor -..1 J. n:✓1, e vl:n though n 
l nbor dis;,utc m".y be connected thcr owi th . Such is tl-ie pol icy 
which this Dop,,_r tm0nt h '\s pur sued rnd is pursuing . " 

3 • From the n.bovc str,tcment , it vrould, n.ppe'tr th r.t in th e 
r,bscnco of lnbor troubl e , trio F0der ,.,_l Burc ['.U of Investi g:ition hr-.s nnd 
ex 0rcisos invostig-,tive jurisdiction ovor possib l e ~cts of sabot-.go 
o r subversion prior to the i r co:ri.r.iiss i on . '. /he r o 1 -,bor troubl es exist , 
the policy indi c l\tod by t '1.o portion of the .~ttorney Genor nl' s lott0r 
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quoted above wo11 J.d seem to be for t11e Feder-al .r;ur eau of I nvestigR.ti on 
t o invest igate all overt acts of subvers:i_on and sabotage ; 11ovrever , in 
tl--ie practic a l applic ation of th~ declar ed policy , whe re l abor t r oubl es 
exist , the FederA.l Bureau of Investigation is r e qui r ed to subnit the 
f e_c ts to the Attorney Gen er 8.l for h i s approva l be:Por o !ill invl3sti e;nt ion 
c:ui be unde rtaken , evon thou£h ove r t Hcts of sc.botnge or othe r subver
sion mny have been conmitted . This- i nter protntion as to i'i•1en , and tl--ie 
conditions under vrl--iich, t '-le F0d0ral Buro f.U of I nv,:stigati on will con 
duc t an invcst i c;n tion , 11.as been s t atod by Fed,;rA.l Burenu of Inve sti 
gation offici a l s to b ~ a correct interpr e t ation of tl--io policy of the 
Dc2 artmont of Justice as under s t ood by tl--ie F0der nl Bureau of I nv0sti 
gntion . 

4. . It is f e lt t hnt tl-iis policy is not fully und0 r stood 
tl-\ r ouGhout tho Di stricts . Accordine;lY, di sscminr.ti on of t hi s infor
:rr.ntion is b e inc; rr.nde , r.nd the Fedtjrnl :-lur or.u of Invostign.tion 110.s 
be en advi ocd of its distribution . 

T. S. d ilkinson 
/ s/T. S . ·.-1ilkinson 
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