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April 7, 1942

From: The Director of Naval Intelligence.
To: District Intelligence Officers,
All continontal Districts.

SUBJECT: Investigntions conducted by the Federnl
Bureau of Investignation.

187 Under datc of February 8, 1942, the Assistont Scerctary
of the Wavy wrote to the Attornoy General thnt it was his understand-
ing that, prior to the entrance of the United Stntes into the prosent
conflict, "the Dopartment of Justice cnuncinted a policy that investi-
gations should not be made by the Foderal Burcau of Invostigation of
sabotage or cspionnge rosulting in whole or in part from labor strife
or Union nctivitics, such as strikes, slow-downs in production, cte.,",
and rsked the Attorney Genernl whothor that policy still continucd.

Ze In his reply of February 17, 1942, the Attorney Geonernl
statod:

"It is not thc policy of this Deprrtment to conduct investi-
gntions of disputes in nationnl defonse industries which are
concerncd with nnd confincd to lrbor relations, ns such. But
whore subversive nctivities nppcar to be connected with such
disputes, such nctivities will bo investigated by this Depart-
mont. Thus, the Deprrtront will investignto any speeific

overt act indicnting n lew enforccment problem, such ns cspion-
age or n violntion of some other Fodernl law, even though a
labor dispute mny be connccted therewith. Such 1s thc policy
which this Department hns pursucd nnd is pursuing."

3. From the above strntement, it would appear thnt in the
rbsence of labor trouble, tho Federal Burcnu of Investigntion has nnd
exereises investigative jurisdiction over possible aets of sabotage
or subversion prior to their cormission. Ihere lnbor troubles exist,
the policy indicated by the portion of the ..ttorney Genoral's lcttor
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guoted above would seem to be for the Federal Rureau of Investigation
to investigate all overt acts of subversion and sabotage; Howev;F i;

the practical application of the declared policy, where labor trgibiéo
exist, the Federal Burcau of Investigation is required to submit %he i
facts to the Attorney General for his approval beforc an inVGStiFﬂ£10n
can be undertelken, even though overt acts of scbotage or other stver-
sion may have beecn committed. This interpretation as to when, snd the
conditions under which, the Federal Burc=zu of Invostigation will con;
duct an investigation, has been stated by Federal Bursau of Investi-

a correct interpretation of the policy of ths

gation officials to be a
Department of Justice as understood by the Federal Bureau of Investi-

gation.

4. t is felt that this policy is not fully understood
throughout the Districts. Accordingly, dissemination of this infor-
mation is being made, and the Federnl 3urcau of Investigation has

been advisced of its distribution.

T. S. #dilkinson
/S/T. S. wilkinson
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