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NAVY DEPARTMENT 
Office of tho Chief of No.val Operations 

OFFICE OF UAVAL INTELLIGENCE 
1/la.shington 

Op-16 - A- 5 
S79-[vEN3-10 
A2-ll/EN3-10 
61a>r ;i,ci,l No , 0~~8<;;l16 

_c.c)NF±DE1ITI Aft. ij 
NAVAL INTELLIGENCE DIVISION CIRCULAR LETTER DC(C) 17-41 

SUBJECT: 

Reference: 

Author ity of Uo.vo.1 Intelligence Service Opera.tives 
t o Mu.lee Arrests , Conduct Sea.rches and Seizures; 
Co.rry Fi:irea.rms. 

(a) 

(b) 

J .A.G. Conf . Ltr . to Acting Secrcto.ry of t he 
Eo . .vy, da.tcd September 29, 1939, (SC)Al7-10, J : f mh . 
J.A. G. Conf . Ltr. to Secr etary of the No.vy, do.tcd 
June 5 , 1941 , NDl/879-4(4104-23), J. 

1. Humorous inquiries ha.ve come to this Office recentl y 
rega.r ding the use of firoa.rms by Na.vo.l Inte lligence Service Opera.-
ti ves, whether officers, on r.cti vc dut y or ina.cti vc duty , or ci vilia.n 
llf!;tmt~. To tJ1i § and , uhf:l uYllg'i' J\dyocu:l:0 Gono:ro.:J, r ondur od 0. confi ­
dont inl opinion elated 5 Juno 1941 o.nd ll..J'l'l'~VOll by Aoti ng BDor ota.:r:t 
Forrestul , s:::une day, which is sununa.ri zed in pnr o.gr o.ph 2 hor cof, 

2 , A, Seo.rches and Seizures , Arrest: 

Oper a.ti vc s of tho IJo.vo.l Intelligence Service o.r c 
not o.uthorizcd by l o.vr, ::i.s such opor n..t i vcs , to ma.ke 
ar rests fo r viol o.tions of tho l aws of t he United St ates 
or t o conduct "sco.r chos and seizures . Sa.id opcr c.tives 
ho.ve the snino a.uthority in thin c~tegory o.s privo.te 
citizens . (Noto : In this connection it mi ght be well 
t o procure a good hand b ook on tho l o.w of o.rre st . "The 
Lo.,1r of .Arrest 11 - Voorhees , publi shed by Bobbs-Merrill 
Co. , is suggested. ) 

B, Firearms: 

(1) Officers of the United Sto.tos Navy end officer s 
of the Unit ed States ifavn.J. Reserve, ·while on o.ctive duty, 
o.nd while engaged i n performing their officia l duty a.s 
Na.val Intelli gence Service Operatives , mo.:y legally ca.rry 
firearms, at o.ny pl o..ce vri thin the United Sto.t es or its 
territori~l jurisdiction • 
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(2) Officers of the Na:va.l Reserve , who n.re on 
i nactive status, a..-r1.d c i vilia.n a.gents, who u.ro No.val 
Int elligence Service Opcr a.tives mn.y not l egally curry 
f irea.rms while engaged in performing"ser vice o.s lfavul 
Intel l i gence Ser vice Oper~tive s . (Exceptions - (a.) 
where there i s no State or territoria.l statute pr o­
hibiti ng the ca.rryi ng of concea.l ed wen.pons or posses­
sion of f irearms ; or (b) Y1herc the State or t erri torio.1 
statute :ma.kes such acts a. criminal offense , but speai­
f i ca.lly exempts these cl asse s of personnel. ) 

(Note: (a.) District Intelligence Offi cer s of a.11 
Na.val Di stricts should ha.ve their l ega.l secti ons invea­
tigo.te the laws of the jurisdi ctions concer ned. (b) I t 
i s suggested that c i vilian agents r equired to co.r r y 
fireo..rms obtain per nrits under tho l aw of their partic­
ul ar State or ter r i tory. ( c ) In obtaining such a permit 
said civilio.n a.gents must not r eveal the i r identity 
with tho United Stutes Na.vy. ) 

3, Even t hough a.uthority exist s f or the currying of fire -
arms under cer t ain conditions a.s indicated above , and a.s a mn.tter of 
policy, it should be definitely understood that the District Intel­
l igence Officer i s per sonally responsible for a.uthorizing or permit­
ting a.ny officer or o.gent to carry firear ms , under o.ny circumstances , 
und then only ·Hhen i t ha.s been definit ely deter mined by the District 
Intelligence Officer (o.nd ho must do so in ca.ch particular insto.nce 
tha.t firea.rms n.r e contemplated being carried) tho.t the officer or 
a.gent concerned i s thoroughly qua.lified from the sttmdpoint of 

(1) thorough t r aining in the mecho.nicn.l oper ation 
(such a.s knowing how t o loo.d , w.1100.d , 1,vha.t to 
do if weapon j [.lITls or misfires, etc.) and scien­
tific ho.11.dling (quick o.nd effecti vc handling, 
shooti ng accurately, limits of r a.nge , etc.) of 
firea.rms. 

(2) actu~l previous comprehensive experience i n 
carrying a.nd handling firc~rms . 
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(3) maturity and judgment which will enable the offi­

cer or agent to determine intelligently how fire­
arms are to be carried and the circumstances 
under which the actual use of firea~ms is justified. 

4- Notwithstanding the fa.ct that the District Intel-

ligence Officer has personally satisfied himself that officers or 

agents are competent to carry firearms as set forth above, blanket 

authority should not be issued. A determination should be made by 

the District Intelligence Officer personally in each individual 

phase of a case or assignment as to whether the circumstances war­

rant or justify the District Intelligence Officer authorizing the 

carrying of firearms. 

/ s/ A. G. Kirk 

A, G. Kirk 
Captain, U.S. Hawy 

Director of Naval Intelligence 
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