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"CONFIDENTIAL 

From: 

To : 

Subject: 

Enclosure: 

NAV'I DEPARTMENT 
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations 

OFFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGEtJCE 
Washington 

May 26, 1941 

The Chief of Naval Operations · 
(Director of Naval Intelligence) 
Commandant, First Naval District 
Commandant, Third Naval District 
Commandant, Fourth Naval District 
Commandant, Fifth Naval District 
Commandant, Sixth Naval District 
Commandant, Seventh Naval District 
Commandant, Eighth Naval District 
Commandant, Ninth Naval District 
Commandant, Tenth Naval District 
Commandant, Eleventh Naval District 
Commandant, Twelfth Naval District 
Commandant, Thirteenth Naval District 
Commandant, Fourteenth Naval District 
Comrr.andant, Fifteenth Naval District 
CoJTL~andant, Sixteenth Naval District 
Commandant, Washineton Navy Yard 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Instructions 
Regarding Investigation of Applicants 

(A) Copy of su~ject instructions, issued by 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, d ated 
!larch 4, 1941 

1. The enclosure is forwarded for the i nfor mat i on 
of the Naval Intelligence Service . 

___ m_iey_.. Downgrade to ............... , 

Aull: ... ~J.?;;o/.£~ ...................... (¥ i gned) 
Dlll:~ r c.~ ~8 /J C~,,,~· G. Kirk 
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SAC ALBANY 
ATLANTA 
BALTIMORE 
BIRMI NGHAM 
BOSTON 
BUFFALO 
BUTTE 
CH,fillLOTTE 
CHICJ.GO 
CI NCONNATI 
CLEVELAND 
DALL!1.S 
DENVER 

Dear Sir: 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF I NVESTIGATI ON 

illIITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Washingt on, D. C. 

March 4, 1941 

DES MOI NES 
DETROIT 
EL Pi ... SO 
GR11.ND F.i.PIDS 
HONOLULU 
HOUSTON 
HUNTI NGTON 
I NDL\NJ.POLIS 
JUNEAU 
KiJ'JS..\S CITY 
KNOXVILLE 
LITTLE ROCK 
LOS JJIGELES 

Re : 

LOUI SVI LLE 
·M.Et:PHI S 
ML J.IT 
MILVfoUKEE 
NEWARK 
NEW &.VEN 
NEW' ORLE!.NS 
NEW YORK 
OKI.J.HO:WJ-.. CI TY 
OWJ.HA 
PHI Ll..DELPHIA 
PHOENI X 
PITTSBURGH 

PORTL::,.i\11) 
Ricm~orm 
ST . P:.UL 
ST . LOUIS 
S£J,T L!.Iill CITY 
Si .N i..NTONI O 
SAN DIEGO 
SJ-.N FR..".NCISCO 
Sli.N JUl .. N 
S,.,_ V i..NNl...H 
SE:1.TTLE 
SI OUX Fi..LLS 
SPRI NGFI ELD 
1i\SHI NGTON, D. C. 

I nvesti gati ons of ;•ppl icants and 
Per sonnel of Governm8nt Departments 
other than t he Department of Justice ; 
;.l i en Empl oyees in i,.i rcraft and 
Munitions Production. 

Previ ous Bureau instructions r egardi ng investi gations of appl i 
cants and personnel of Government Departments other than t he Depar t ment 
of Justi ce should hereby be disregarded. In the future , the pol i cy will 
be as follows : 

The Attorney Gener al has r uled t hat the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation is not authori zed to conduct i nvesti
gations i nvol ving per sonnel of Government Departments 
other t han the Department of Justice, except in those 
i nstances wher e t here is an allegation of subversive 
acti vities or a viol at i on of a Feder al Statut e over 
which thi s Bureau has primary jurisdiction. 

You v.rer e i nst ructed on Januar y 29, 1941, to hol d in abeyance i n
vestigations of applicants and personnel other than Departmental and Bur eau 
unti l f urther notice . In accor dance with t he r ul i ng of the Attor ney Generai 
you will now place t hese cases in a cl osed s t atus . Th8se i nstructions how-' 
ever, should not be t aken to apply to t hose cases i n which t here has b;en an 
allegation of subversi ve activi t i es or a vi ol ation of a Federal St atute over 
whi ch this Bureau has pri mary jurisdicti on. 
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On January 31, 1941, you wer e instructed to discontinue all in
vestigations bei ng conducted regarding alien employees in aircraft and muni
tions production. Thos e cG.ses which wer e closed i n accordance .-rith these 
instructions should continue to rem~in closed . In the future, however, you 
should be guided by the foll ovring i nstructions: 

The Department has ruled that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation has jurisdiction to conduct i nvestigations 
of alien employees in aircraft and r.iunitions production. 

Specific r equests will be submitted to the Fiel d by t he Bureau 
in individual cases where investigations of alien cmpl oy8es in aircraft and 
munitions production ar e desired. Investi gations of this nature should never 
under any circumstances be i niti at ed in t he Field i n the absence of specific 
Bureau instructions. 

Very truly yours, 

J . E. Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority~~'b~ ~I...QL\3 




