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Fr om: 
To 

Subject : 

Reference : 

Enclosure: 

Chief of Naval Oper ations . 
Commandants , All Naval Di stri cts ; 
Comma.nc'cant, lTav-J Ya.rd, Washi ngton , D. C. ; 
COim:ia..n.dant, U. S. lTaval Stat ion, Guan.tanamo Bay , Ci..:"·oa; 
CoT!ll!land.ant, U. S. lJaval Sta tion, Gua.i11; 
Corarnanda..n.t , U. S. Naval Stat ion, Tu.tuila, Sa.~oa. 

Espionage, Counter-espionage , Sabotage , S..1bYersive .A.ctivi ties 
and Viol ations of the }fout re.l i ty Laws . 

(a) 

(b) 

(.A) 

(B) 

cno conf. ltr. Op- 16-B- 3 , A2-8 , (SC)A8-5 , Serial Ko . 
0102916 , dated July 6 , 1940 . 
C1-TO conf. ltr. OIJ-16-:S , ( SC)A8-5 , A3-l/A8-5 , Seri al ifo. 
04816 , dat ed J anu.ar-J 8 , 1941 . 

Federal Bureau of I nvest i gat ion lett er to al l law- enforcement 
offi cials , dated September 6 , 1939 ; Copy of . 
Federal :Su::-eau of I nvestigation bulletin Uc . 1, dated 
JanuarJ 2 , 1941 ; Copy of . 

1 . Encl osure (A) i s a copy of an °i.n.classifi ed l etter sent by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigat io!l. to all law-enforce:r:ient officia ls, stating 
that the Federal Bureau of Investiga tion had been ordered to take charge of 
i nvestigative work in matters r elating to espionage , sabot8€e and violations 
of neut rality regul ations. Thi s caused sone confusion among ciyil law
enforcement officials as to whether or not to turn over to the Navy a~d t he 
Army information \ihich was of :;_,rimar~r i nterest to these Services • .. -

2. Enclosure (B), i1repared by the Federal Jfureau of I r.vest i gati.on 
as a modification of the instractions contained in enclosure (A), has been 
sent to all Special Agents in Charge of Federal Eu.reau of Investigation · 
Fiel d Divi sions. It v~ill be notea. that while enclos1..cre (B) is not addres sed 
to all law-enforcement officials as was done in the case of enclosure (A) , 
Speci al Agents in Charge of Field Di visions have been directed to bring the -
bulletin t o the attention of all law-enforcement officials in their Districts • 
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• JOIDT ::EDGAR HOOVER 
Director 

Federal ~ureau of Investigation 
United Sta t e s Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C. 

September 6, 1939 

TO ALL LA1•T ENFO::ICEMENT OFFICIALS: 

For your i nformat ion, the following formal stater.ient was 
today issued by the President of the United Sta tes: 

"The Attorne;;,- General has been r equested by me to 
instruct the Fecleral Bureau of I nvestigation of the 
Departme:1t of Justice to ta}::e charge of . investigative 
work in natters relating to esrii onage , sabotage, and 
violations of the neutrality r egulations. 

This task must be conducted in a comprehensive and 
effective manner on a national basis, and all informa
tion nust be carefull y s i fted out e.nd correlated i n 
order to avoid corrfusio:1 and irresponsi.bility. 

To this end I request all police officers, sheriffs, 
and all otb.er law enforcement officers in the United 
Stat es promptly to turn over to the ne~rest r epr e
senta tive of the :il'ederal Bt:ren.u of Investigation any 
informa,tion obtained b:r them r e l atinG to esp ionage , 
counteresp ionage , sabotage , subversive activi ties and 
violati ons of the neutral ity l aws. 11 

I am bringing this stat ement to ?our att ention in order 
that if you have not al r eady been advised of the P:;,-esident 1 s de
sires in the handling of ca ses of the t ype above enumerated, you 
may be i nformed concerning the Federal GoYernment 1 s progran. I am 
confident t hat you will cooperat e in this ma t te r by irrnnediately 
notifyi ng tne near est r epresenta tive of the Federal Bureau of In
vestigation of any information rece ived r el a ting to cases in the 
above cla ssifications . 

(Eeclias~ Downgrade to... .. ........ , 

Auth: •.•• ~ .f?..~?:/1.?.!f. .................... . 
olte{ .~.fit. .q_?.. .... 

Sincere ly yours, 

( Sgd.) J.E. Hoover 

. .. /IJC,;rS 0 , 
,,~: •· ········•~ ••• Joh.YJ. Edgar Hoover 

Di r ector 
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(D) WAR !.1ID HAVY DEPARTMElfrS INFORMATIO}i. - - It is d.esire!1 
th~t you brine to the atte::1tion of all la\·1 enforcement of
ficers in your district through appropriate channels as 
proITQtl:• as possible , the following statement : 

Law enforcement officials are encouraged. to turn 
over direct to representatives of the War and Havy De:>art
ments in:forEation which is of prima~y interest to thos~ de
partments. From time to time when law enforcement offtcers 
receive in::ormation which relates specifically to or is of 
primary interest to the Military or }!'a val or ganizations, 
they should turn this information over immediately to the 
nearest officer of the War or _lTaV'J Departr1ent . 

Information that is of p:rimar-J interest to the War 

and lfa~, Departmen~s includes r.iatters pertaining to person
nel of those de:part;nents, including both uniformed and _ 
civi lian personnei; subject matter pertaintn g to the Nilitary 
and. naval establishments ; suspicious or u .. rmsua.i movements 
or activities of forei~. aircraft ancl shipping, including 
alien- manned fishing craft and Military and Naval info:rma
tion reGarding foreign armies and navies. 

The foregoine types of information, even thoueh 
turned over to re:;:iresentatives of the War and lfaV'J Depart
ments, should also be transmitted t o tDe nearest r epresent a 
tive of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
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