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Cooper&.ticn c.,1d Coordi:1ation between the Federal 
Bc1reau of I nvestip:ticn, i.:ili tc:.ry Intellig::mce 
Divisfon of t he War Depart ment and tl-ie Office of 
Na'ral Int elligr:mcc . 

(a) CHO conf . ltr . Op-16-B- 3, A2-8 , (SC)A8- 5, 
Serial i\Jo . 0102916, dated Jul:· 6, 1940. 

(A.) A:>-rer.irnent of Decettber 12 , J.. 91+0 for cooperation 
a::,.d coorci.ination be-1:,·,,een -~he Federal Bureau of 
Investigation , t '.10 :,Iilitary Intelligence Di vi­
sion-of the 1·;ar Depa :::-t:nent a,1d the Office of 
Ma,:a+ Intelli gence . 

1. Re.:erence (a) enclosed an agreement bet,reen the 
Directors of t he Federal B1.lre-"-U o f Inv,~stig2.tion, the i•:iilitary 
Intel::'..igencG Di vision oi t he ·. iar De;:io.rt,1ent and the Office of 
Naval Intelligencu , f or the guida1;_co of District Inte:;lJigence 
Officers in connection with i nvcsti r;t.tions of espio!"lag,3, counter­
espionage and sab")tare . The, enclosure of r of ,,;; r ence ( a) C3.llcd for 
close cooper ation bet.-;-aen +,he three agoncics in c.':.ll fields; but 
due to the various L1terpr etati o:1s p l2.ccd on this a1.:;rcem.::mt , some 
tonfusior1 still e;d.sts . 

2 . .Encbsure (A) , supplcmentinc t he c::grccment of June 5, 
1940, i s f orv,ar d•Jd for tr,e infc.rr.1.::-,tion and guidance of the District 
Intelligence Service. 

3. Particul3.r at t ent.ion is imi. ted t o par 3.\ ra;-:,h 1. (a) 
of enclosuru (A) , which pr oviJos for a me8ti ng of representatives 
of the t hree agc!1cic s at le2st once per week. 
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-C ON~iDEN'f:Jl.L - Decenber 12 , 1940 

COOP:EL"tl.A.TION A.:."® COOR!)IiTATI O1'I 3EN7.s.E.:~T 
FEDERAL B1B.EA.U OF I NV3STI GATI OE 

T?3 l½ILIT.A.P.Y ETTELLIGSIWE DIVISIOi.J OF T?.:S A?JfY 
A.ND TEE OFFIC:S OF '::TAV.AL ETT:SLLIGE?JCE OF 'I'E:E }:Air-.: 

1 . The As?istar.t Chief of Staff in charge of the Military I ntelligence 
Division of t he Arny, t he Director of ti1e Federal 3u.reau of Investieation , and 
the Director of lifaval Intel3.igence , with a view to p romoting the closest po s sible 
cooper ation and. coorclin::i,tion bet,-reen the Field Services of these agenc ies, recom­
mend as follo·ws : 

( a) Special . .\gents in Cbwge of the Federal Bureau of Investir;ation 
Divisional O::fices , Cor:_)s Area Mili tar y IntelJ.igenc e Offi cers , and ifavc.l J i strict 
I ntelli6 ence Officers will naint ain close :'.)ersone,l liaison betweer-.. those offices 
and their r er,r esentatives , inc:::.uding a r.1eetin6 of r eprcsent.a~ives of the three 
agencies, ;?refera~Jly the officers in cho.rge, a t ::.east O!:c e per \·:ee~r , ::o r t:--.e pur­
pose of d.i scc..ssinz pending and c0nte1:rpl atecl invest I g~ t i ,re acti-,i t ie s , ~,nd an:• 
other su·0jects neces~a17 to L:su:re tha ~ t:1.ere i s iJro::,er coc 1·d.inc1.ti0r:. of tl: e ir in­
vestigative work. 

('b) The close pers0na.l liaison to ~)e r-:~i;1tainec'. b et\-:een r e:,_Jr esent2.­
tives of the three age~1cies a t a:n times sl1ould insure thu.t t l,e:.·e is no dl,.piica­
tion of effort in an:- f ::.elcl_ , and t:1~t a ~1r oper covcra..::;e of the v:hoie investir,ative 
field is l:!aintai.ned . Part'2.cular at~en"'.;ion s:1.oi.1.:..d ·oe )Fl.id to ~ .. void.ing o.n,y du.I)li­
cation h . cor21ection with the l:.se of inforMers . 

(c) A distinction should be recognized between the investie;ative 
interest of individual agencies ar..d. the coverc,ge interest. I t is beEevecl that 
all three agencies should study , f r om time to tine , t!1e covera[;e o: t l1e investi­
gative fielc<. i n orde:r to i nsu!"e tha t all channels of ii1terest and avenues of 
i nformat ion are acleq_uately covered by a t l east one of the partici:;::,atinc; at:;encies. 

(cl) Where the re is doubt as to whe the r or not one of tl1e oth er 2,gen­
cies is interested in information coll ected , it should be tr~nsmitted to the 
other agency. 

(e) Considera tion should be g iven to the fact that certa in classes 
of infornation a re of general i nterest to the Military and Naval I ntelligence 
Services in connection vri th background a.nd a l:nowledge of esp ionage and sabotage 
organizat i or.s, even though t:i.e Milita ry ancl lhwal I n tellif,ence Ser•rices nay haYe 
no apparent direct invest i g[!,tive interest. 

(f) Should differences of o~inion of a minor nn.ture occur , the 
Di!"ectorr o: the three intelligel'lCe agencies feel tha t vri th p roper l)ersono.l 
liaison, such differences ca n be satisfn.ctorily n,djnsted locally b? the officb,l s 
i :1. cha r ge of t he various divisio:rn,l or[;o..nizations. 

2 . ':'he above instructions sho1..,_ld not in ar,.y ,-my 
i ng the delimi::,.n.tion ngreeE1ent :,,reviously ~)romul g.'.1,ted, 
clarifying this agree, nt. 
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