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~ Downgrade to ......... ..... . 

Securit~ Investir.ations of Perso&mib~?.~f..!t Unit:~~ . ••·••·•·•············ 
(a) 

(b) 

( c ) 

Conf. ltr . from CNO to Distr ibution List 
Appended , Fil e No . (SC)Pl- 7, Op- 16- B- 3 , 
A9 / I•!D, Ser. 0292916 , dated 29 J an . 1944, 
same subject. · 
Conf. ltr. f r or.i CNO to Dist r ibution List 
Appended , File Ho . ( SC )Pl- 7, Op- 16- B- 3, 
A9/I-ID, Ser . OL115016, dated 16 Feb . 19/iL , 
sal'!le subject . 
Conf . l t r . from CNO to Distribution List 
Appended , F'ile lJo . Op- 16- B- 3, A9/Im, 
Ser ~ 0817816, dated 18 Apr . 1945 , same 
subJect . · 

References (a) , (b) -9-nd ( c) are c ancelled and hereb~r super -

2 . It ir.i desired that all requests for personnel security in-
vestir-ations be based on the fact that they are considered essential, 
by the requestinr authority, for thG prope r clischar~e of his responsi
bility for the sC;curity of his command, and the request shall so state; . 

J . Securi t;r investiF1atiorrs of per sonr..el conducterl by the 
Naval Intelli!!ence Service will be vr ouped under two r-eneral t:rpes : -

• 

(a) Harne- Check . This type of investi1wtion confl i sts 
of a routine check of JJaval Intellip.ence, !·1ilitary 
Intelli '!ence , Federal Bureau of Investii:ration , 
police, credit and other avail abl e· arrenc-:v records 
for any information concerninrr the individual. 
It should suffice , if any investip.-ation is nec
essary, for i ndividuals whose access to cJ.ass i f i ed 
information i s casual, incidental or limi ted . 

(b) Limited Backrr ound Investir-ation . This type of 
j_nvesti?.ation shoul d be r E:.c1:.wsted , when considered 
nccossary, for personnel havinf1 unlinitcd access 
to classified inf or nation . It vrill cover an in
clividual I s bacl:e-round fron 1938 to the prcsont, 
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incl udin? a Uame Check (see above) and the more 
obvious and imr,ediate sources of inform;:ition such 
as employment , activities and associates . Onl y 
in exceptional cases where t he investirration dis
e1os,'?s circumstances that would mater iaJ.ly affect 
the deterMination necessary to the ca1,e , will the 
invcsti1mtion be· expanded to the period prior to 
1938 . 

4. Requests for personne l security invcstifations s ha;I.l be 
-accompanied by a personal history statement or compJ..:., t c backf!l'0und and 
identifyin2 data ; shall state whether a Name Chock or Limited J;ackground 
Imrcstir.-;:itfon is desired ; and certify that the invcstir."ntfon i s deemed . , 
dsscnti~l to security. 

• 5. It i s app,:1.rcnt t h-1t investigat ions oi' mnny p;:.rsons continue 
t 'o be r cqu(isted who on th~· basis o.f the individual conc·.rnc:d and the 
b · 1 ' ' 1. l et to which he is ass tp-ncd , coul ct h:i..ve be~m .:.ccept cd '.ls n calculated 
risk with litth. . or no A.ctu<1l d<'nc::.r to · s ecurity, Addrest,ees arc there
fore requested to evaJ.ui1te t heir requests· for invcstip-,ti ons on an in
divi dual b.'.lsis -..,ith rt view to eliminatinR nll t hA.t are not essential to 
se_curity. 

6. Thts directive app1ie s onl y 'to s~curi ty investi g:1ti ons of 
personnel. Compl ete investig.1tive cover;:ir-e by the rav:il IntelliP.'ence 
Ser vice nill c onti nue , as :i..n the pn.st, in all c;i.ses of 'Lctu:i.l or po
tential espionq,ge , s~botap.-e or subversive :i.ctivities i nvol vinp. naval 
personnel or civilir·ns under nav1.l ~ontr_ol. 

Isl 1,·,' . S 1 , . Fvuer 

','I . S. FAABEn, 
Sub Chief of I'.1.v.:11 Oper ·~tions. 
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