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GENERAL .

2l The enemy's character has always been regarded as an important factor
in war, Its intangible quality, however, oOpens up vast fields in which
amateur psychologists can find suppors for almost any conclusion agreeable
tc thelr cwn temperamental predispositions,

2, This makes the collation of the avallable evidence an extremely dlffi-
cult task, Merde in the field, when in face of the enemy, has a reasctnabdly
gelf-evident meaning., Thils, however, is nct true rf these aspects of charac-
ter whose roots 1ie far deeper in the raclal qualities of the particular

enemy ccncerned,

3, It 1s the purpose ¢f this memorandum to bring together under appropriate
headings all relevant data from enemy sturces avel lable at thls Headquarters,
Unfortum tely, only a comparatively few Jganese priscners have anywhere been
ceptured, Mest of the avel lable informatlen, therefore, comes frem ceptured
diaries and letters.

b, The extracts are, for the most part, from deocuments and from reports of
the interrcgatirn of PsOW ceptured in the South West and Scuth Pacific
theatree, Thrse documents and interrcgatieon reperts from Indla, available
et this Headquarters, have, hcwever, also been consulted, The translatirns
of dccumenis and the interrogaticns cf priscners captured in the South Wesh
pacific which are queted or referred tc have been 1gsued by A.T.I.S, Those
coming frem cther theatres have been translated in thrae theatres,

5, An attempt has been.made throughout te gilve sufficient particulars of
ghe scurce of the informaticn to enable its welght te be assessed, No ref-
erences e original dccuments have been glven, These are, however, in nearly
every case, available at the JehoP,I,S, Secticn of this Headgquarters, 1f re-

quired,

h%{a nsks of the persons quated from dlaries and interrogaticn reporhs 1
& en given, partly becsuse they were in many cases not known and

partly becauss, for the purpese of this memorandum, they are in mest cases

of little glgnificance, The vast mejority, however, were non—-ce mmi ssicned,

Although net more than 500 POV in%errcgaticon reports have been censulited

it 1s nevertheless felt, having regard ¢ the many documents queted, that

the extracts here set cut and the cencluslens indicated fairly represent a

cross sectien of the Japanese character in war as 1t has revealed itself up

te the present,

y No comments and opinicns of outside observers cn the Japanese character
pave been queted, except these of Joseph C, Grew, the United States Ambassa-
der to Japan, 1932 %¢ 1941, pubilshed in his "Repert from TOKYO", This ex-
cepticn has been made bec,use Mr, Grew!s cbservaticns eften throw a geed
deal of light on the subject unier dlscussicn, and help e relate the data
¢rom captured scurces, which primarily reflect the attitudes and reacticns of
Service personnel engaged in fighting the war, tc these of Japan and the

Japanese pecple as a whole,

NI knew Japan®, writes M- Grew, "I llved there for ten years, I krow

the Jepanese intimately, The Japanese will nct crack, They will nct

grafle opsh By °= psycuologleaty, 03 econemlcal 1y, even when eventual de-

feat stares them in the face, They will pull in thelr belts ancther

netch, reduce thelr raticns from a bowl to a half bowl of rice, and |
fight to the bitter end, Only Dby utter physical destructien or utter

exhausticn ¢f their men and materials can they be defeated, That is

the difference between the Germans and the Jepanese, That is what we

are up against in fighting Japn", ;
mfe weuld be deluding nurselve$ if;we belleved that any persenal sacri-
fices which the Japanese peﬂpienmxght be called upen te make weuld lead
to any cracking of thelr moradle’s

ﬁ&;;'i;ng have W8 mur bured the %1lusiﬁn that the Jepanese is an insign~
ificant perscn whese schievements Are poor imitaticng of our cwn
achievements, He 18 a clever and dangerous enemy - one whe will compel
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us to use all the intelligence and all the strength of which we are
capable in order to bring about his defeat",

winvesd oo

"But above all, according to both /the Jaspanese themselves and outside
observers, the most important factors contributing to Japsnese victor-
ies is the spirit which permeates all the armed forces of the Empire,
This spirit, recognlsed oy competent military men as the most vital
intangible factor in achleving victory, has been nourished and perpet—
uated since the foundetion of the modern Japanese Army, But the Jépan_
ese have been careful %o develop a tremendous fighting spirit, in their
armed services and people alike, Indeed, the Japanese armed services
and the Japanese nation have become so closely identified that it isg
difficult te tell where one steps and the other beging',

8, Captured documents and Priscners of War have glven seme indicaticn of
the nature and quallty of this spirit, '

ATTITUDE TOWARDS EMPEROR :

9, Mr, Grew writes: "The perple of Japan are whelly united in their sup-
pert of thelr armed forces and of this war, eimply because it is declared 4o
ve the will cf the Empercr, Tc cppese the will of the Threone, the will of
the Son of Heaven, is unthinkable in Japan, Disleyalty to the Emperor, toc,
wculd shame their cwn ancestors -~ and ancestor wership, the patrictic faith
called Shintedsm, is the fundamental faith of the entire country'.

ﬁéhey are united, Thelrs is a unity of solidarity, TFeelish or wise theugh
thelr war gevernment may be, they support it, They belleve in the divinity
of their Empercr and, through him, in the rightness of thelr war leaders",

10, Thls general attitude towards the Emperor 1s reflected beth by PsOW and
in captured decuments, One POW, a superior private captured off the
TROBRIANDS on 9th March 1943, immedintely rese and stocd te attenticn when a
reference was made, during guestirning, tc the Empercr} ancther, a Bomber
Pilot of the rank of Iieutenant, captured in the SOLOMONS en 1llth Septembe:
19l2, when asked for his spinicn as t¢ the Emperor's attitude towards the
war replied that te the Japanese people he was Gedj and a third, a petty
officer, captured near BUNA on 3rd January 1943, stated that he himself aid
not believe in war, but had nothing to sey abeut the Emperer!s part in the
war, since that touched a matter that was not discussed by Japanese,

11, A captured letbter from a mether to her seldier son illustrates the spir-
§tual subcrdinaticn te the Emperor which inspires, at all events, some Jap-
anese, She writes on Uth April -~ "Yeu are my son - and vet you ars not my
son, Yeu are the sen of the Emperer, Your bedy is not yours - 1% belongs

tc the Bmperer, Therefore you must take goed care of yourself, Day and
night I am praying for your safety, Ged and I, your mether, wlll always be
with you',

12, Perhaps a Little mere Intrespectively self-censcicus, but not for that
reason any the less significant, is the follewing extract from g dilarys

NJust at a moment when the preotracted war is at itg height, we are
lying in CANTON Army Hespital in China, How disloyal we are to Hisg
Imperial Majesty! What a regret! However, a time will come when we
e¢hall be able to repay His Imperial kindness by perforning cur dugyf,

sl i ical Ilncapacity te ¢
13, It 1e to be cbserved low phys J flght becomes endoweq
wi%h the moral quality cf disloyalty tﬁctgi E$per0r, How these whe truly
sorye him must commit themselves irrizdi:r { 8 shewn by the following stanwa
from a pamphlet issued 0 Japanese 8 &
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"Across the sea,

Corpses in the water,

Across the mountain,

Corpses piling up on the fleld,

I die only for the sake of the Emperor,
will never look back,

14, The same spirit is apparent in some lines written by a Japanese alrman
on the back of a map, The sirman had been shot down into the sea off the
NEW GUINEA coast, had drifted about in the water for several days, and tried
to make his way back to his compatriots by improvised rafts, He was alone
in the sea with no real hope of rescue,

UMy honouradle and able machine is buried in the depths of the sea and
has been prepared feor knighthoed,

Why should I be afraid of an enemy 10,000 million strong, New that the
Emperor's favour has not been repaid, I'd like to live and go into
ancther battle, If I die, I'll be at ease, but I'll enly die for my
Bmperer and Ccuntry.

Agailn the setting sun finds me cn a lenely island in the Scuth Seas,

I sce enemy planes cverhead every day, As a disappcinted devil I came
tc reelise my pesition enly at deathls deor, Up tec now my loyslty has
been insufficient,

What face have I tc return to my fermer squadron®,

15, The attitude that the Emperor ls a sacred being who cannot be dis-
cussed is no doubt a useful instrument of military dlseipline and is for

that reason likely to be more marked among Service personnel in their mili~
tary submissiveness to him than it is among clvilians in thelr more political
cubordinations This is indicated by the fact that even soldiers, when they
think of the Bmperor in relation to their political leaders =nd civil gov-
ernment, seem less unreasoning in their attitude than when they think of him
in relation to the Army, The avallable material on this aspect 1s collated
in the section deding with Politics, below,

é@?ITUDE TOWARDS RACE AND COUNTRY:

16, Mr, Grew writes:
"Because they are taught thet they descend from the gods, the Japanese
are not allowed to know the scientific and historical truth of their
~raclal origin, They are led to belleve - and many do belileve it - that
they are different from the rest of the world, Just the other day a
broadcast from Japan, intended for Japanese ears, announced! "Japan
i1s a nation made by gods, Jspan 1s a mother nation, and those who are
born in Japan are born of God, We are the greatest people in the world",

17. After pointing out that the Japanese militarlsts saw that they could
not lead their people inte war for economlic reasonsg for the sake of booty,
on religious grounds for the old shitbeleths cf pewer, pelitics or for dated
national ambitione, Mr, Grew points out that!

"hey turned to racialism, Race sounded sclentific, They had an at-
tentive and docile audience, The Japanese language is peculiar, Few
of Japan's nelghbours show clesr evlidence of blood kinship with Japan
The anclent myths of Jepan's Divine Bmpire were at hand, ready to be .
recast into the pseudo scientific terms of Metropolitan men, The
Jepanese Race was singled out as the Master People of the entire world
The snclent sagas of Japen were twisted inte this medern propagendal, )
Wit this moment, the Japanese feel themselves, man fer man, superior to
me and tnianyaiiaguﬁfpfzileiéi They admire cur %echﬁclOgv,
lurking dree ? u nate ;
g of them have centempt for us :Spiiigzizzizzsﬁ?sourCes,

you and t¢
they may have a
but all tee man

18, This sense 0f natienal and racial Supericrity is reflected in a captured

diaryt
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"I am glad %o participate in thls great misslon as a Japanese, I will
glave unto death for the Imperial favour, I am certain that the dawn
of the Greater Asiatic Empire is near, DMorale is high and my bellef in
ultimate victory is firm, I shall never give in until the enemy 1s
destroyed, Our country is God's country and I am the Son of God, hence
I shall fear no one., I shall smilingly undertake this great mission,
Iong live the Emperor",

19, The same spirit 1s reflected in the attltude of some PsOW who find them-
selves quite unable to see how Japan could lose this war, One POW, an oiler
7rd class, explaining thls attitude, added that the Japanese did not consid-
or that TOJO was Jepan's maln strength, Japan had reached her present posi-
tion in world affelrs because of the inherent strength of the Japanese people,
Another, a probationary officer, by way possibly of polnting a contrast do
his captors, stressed the fact that the Japanese were prepared to make any
saerifice to attain their aim; and a third, a Sgt., sald that the Japanese
would fight to the end, however long the war lasted, Needless t¢ say, every
Jepanese POW whe was asked abrut the matter emphatically rejected the German
theories of racial superiority; the mere suggesticn of any such theory being
regarded as tee fantastic to be teken seriously,

ATTITUDE TOWARDS POLITICS IN GENFRAL:

00, Of some 25 PsOW who were asked about their pelitical opinions, seven
said that they were too young to have taken any interest in politics; one
that politics were beyond his understanding; and two that belng soldiers,
politics were not for their concernj while two sald they were not interested
in politics, The others expressed varying political opinions of no marked
significance, Of these, six were in varying degree averse to communism,

One thought that Karl Marx's theorles were an excellent ldeal, but far too
Utopian ever to be practicable in Japan, This POW, a Naval Paymaster Iieut.,
already quoted in previous sections, had studied economics at TOKYO Universi-
ty. Another, a labourer, thought communism had some good points 1f not
carri%d to extremes, and "eppealed to the lower classes in metrepclitan
areas',

ATTITUDE TOWARDS POLITICAL LEADERS:

o1, Some 56 PsOW were questioned on their attitude towards TOJO and his
responsibility for the war, 38 thought that TOJO was responsible for the

war and fiwe did not think that he was responsidle, The rest felt that they
could not express any views about the matter, Of these who thought that

70JO was responsible, seven thought that he was not carrylng out the Emperor!s
wlshes in the matter,

22, It is not to be assumed, however, that those who did not share this view
ghought that the Emperor was responsible for the war, or that those whe did
think that hé was, thought that the Emperor desired the war, On the contrary,
all those whe expressed any views on this point sald thet the Empercr was a
peace~loving man, but had the war ferced on him or was fighting it for the
gake of establishing peace,

23, Two of those whe theught that TOJO was net carrylng cut the Emperorts
wishes thought that TOJO was merely censulblng his cwn ambitions,

o, All the cthers thcught that he was werking fer the interests of Japan
and the Jepanese people, Five theught that TOJO td 1liftle te do with the
eputbreak of the war, which they thcought was ferced en Japan ag the result
of werld affalrs, Twe sald that they could nct understand the metlvations
or feellngs of such supericr beings as the Emperor cr TOJO, and could
therefore, not express any views about a matter that was entirely beyénd
therm, Three theught that TOJO was merely carrying cut the wishes of thé
Aymy and Navy, by whem they theught he was largely centrolled,

o, One POW sald that if the war should go ageinst Japan, TOJO weuld have

+c acceph respensibllity as he was Prime Minister at its commencement, Mili-
tary meddling in prlitics, hewever, was necessary in crder te bring pecple

§o a preper renligaticn of where peliticians were leadding the eruntry,
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56, 4ncther POW sald that 70J0 was nct alene tc blame for the war, since he
was only the representative of those whe supperted the militarist party. He
theought that the pilitarists and politicians had cenceived the idea of con-
quering the world,

27. Ancther POW likened TOJO te HITIER and sald that TOJO regarded this war
as an cppertunity for Japan not tc be missed, Yet ancther POW, however, said
that TOJOTs positicn conld not be compared with that of HITIER cr MUSSOLINT,
7050 was not irreplaceable, The war was undoubtedly traceable to the domine-
t¢ion of the Cabinet by a military clique and was not to the Emperor's liking.

ATTITUDE TOWARDS BRITISH EMPIRE AND THE U,S.A¢

o8, There is 1ittle evidence from ceptured documents at this Headquarters,
giving any indication of the attitude of Japanese Service personnel towards
the British and Americen peoples, Ixcept for ons weference in a diary to
Gen. MacArthur and two references to the characteristlcs of Allled soldiers,
the only evidence from captured sources comes from PsOW and since the pris-
oners were captured either by British or American troops and held on British
territory, 1t 1s hardly to be expected that they would zive open expression
o any 11l feeling towards them,

29, The reference to Gen, MacArthur 1s as followsi

nThis person who is called MacArthur must be great, We must admit that
our foe is fighting valiantly, How I wish to repulse this good enemy",

The man who wrote this was a Sergeant,

30, One of the other references, also from a diary written 1n 1942, is as
followst

to7th November ~ Strength of Australian soldier 1a superior tn thab
of Nippon soldier",

5 31, The third, from an instruation, reads as follows:

"Ways and Methods of the Enemy:?

1, Tre enemy are materlallsts and place all their rellance in this,
Fither in attack or defence they rely chiefly upon their fire—
power, Agalnst such an enemy our epirit is of the highest signif-
fcance, In the event of a surprise attack or a frontal attack we
must systematically neutralize the fire power of the enemy,

2, It is characteristic of the enemy that he is strong tewards the
weak, and weak when faced by the strong. For thls reason against
us he will take advantage of our small physique more and more,
This must be lmpressed upon every single soldier in each BUTIAIL,
After overwhelming the morale of the enemy by the very daring of
our attack, it is vital to cause him te wither and collapse com —
pletely,

3, The enemy belongs t0 a nation deeply influenced by a single death,
and when their officers die it 1g clear that they have a tendency
140 collapse, TFor this reason we must take every eppertunlty be
throw inte confuslen and destrey the organlzaticn of thelr command,

32, More generally, PsOW have made the follewlng observaticnsi

33, One POW, a stoker, thought that Australians were the same as Englieh,
whe were characterlsed by belne gentlemen, Another, A aupericr private,
recollected that his teacher used te sey that Bngland was a country of real
gentlemen, Ancther, a 2nd Iieut., thought that the Emperor entertained
friendly feellngs tcwards Britain, Another sald that pricr to the war the
Japenese pecple were well-dlspesed towards the British and Americans but necw
they ecould only be clessed as enemles, and the Japanese diglike of them was
on a par with that for the Chinese, Three PsOW thought that individually

the Japanese did not dislike the Brltlsh, even though they were at war, and
that the war was purely a matter between theilr respectlve zovernment s,
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74, Twenty-three PsOW who were :sked about the anti-British movement in
Japan expressed varying views, Three sald it was necessary because of
Britainls attitude towards China, 15 said either that they knew nothing
about 1t or could give no reason for 1%, while two sald it had been stirred
up by the Governmeni %0 prepare the people for the present conflict, Two
thought it was due to German propaganda,

35, Only one POW referred specifically to the United States, He sald that

the main resentment was towards America, In the absence of any record, it
may be assumed that this remark was not made to an American,

ATTITUDE TOWARDS CHINA:

36, Thirty-two PsOW who were questicned about the Japanese attltude towards
China gave varyinz views,

%37. One POW sald that the dislike between the Japanese and Chinese was
mutual, They were perennial enemies, He did not know the cause but thought
it was because China wanted to be Jzpan's equal, which was contrary tc Jap-
anese 1deag, Three thoughi that this mutual dislike dated from the Sinc-
Japanese war of 189k, Ancther thought that the antipathy was due t ¢ their
gecgraphic preximity, One POW sald that the Japanese regsrded the Chinese
as fcols, Nineteen denled that there was any mutual dislike between the
Chinese and Japanese, The cthers hed ne very defined views on 5he subject,

ATTITUDE TOWARDS GERMANY:

38, There is ne evidence from captured decuments at this Headguarters which
threws any light cn the attitude of the Japanese towards Germany,

39, Fifty-four PsOW whe were questioned about it expressed a number of dif-
ferent views,

40, Ten had never heard cf the Cermans' racial superierity thecry, Those
that had were unanimcus in thelr rejecticn of i1t, Some thousht it =0 fantas—
tic as to be amused by it

41, All those to whom the matter was mentioned could see nothing comparable
in the posltions occupied by HITLER and the Japanese Emperor -~ to worship the
former being quite absurd; though some few were prepared to concede, if the
Germans wanted te do so, that was thelr affalr,

42, DNone of the PsOW thought that Japsn was recelving any assistance from
Germany, Or owed anything te Germany, ¢r that Germany was in any way con-
cerned with Japan’s war, The alliance between them was purely for mutual

protection agalnst Russia,

ATTLIUDE TOVARDS NATIVES:

43, There is a grod deal of evidence from captured dccuments and PsOW abeut
the zeneral attitude of the Japanese teowards the matives in the NEW GUINEA
and SOLOMONS ares. The whole of this evidence has been collected and pub-
1ished in a separate memorandum, to which reference should be had, It 1s
sufficient for the purpose of this memorandum to say that the treatment of
the natives in these areas by the Japanese appears, on the whole, to be
reasonable, both in theory and in practice, and that the Japanese attitude
towards them sppears to de dictated ?Ertly by the realization’that the nat-
{ves can be 0f great use &6 th?m 1ﬂtu § gung%es 0f these 1slands, 1f properly
treated, and a serlous daugey if a? afinlzili end partly because they are re-
garded in some undefined way as P9 enél; llies, 1f not equals, in the Jap~
anese Great Bast Asla cOMprOSpeIitf1PiH cf agalnst the white races from whom
the Japanese regard it as part of thel? mission to "liberate" the natives,
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MILITARISM,

ATTITUDE TOWARDS WAR:

Uy Mr, Grew esks the gmestinn: "Why did they (the Japsnese) make war opoT
us?/ and answers it as folliows: ;

"The Japanese attitude towards the English-speaking peoples is baged on
a concept of Japanese superiority and strength and of our inferiority
and weakness. FPart of this 1s the product of thelr mythology - the zn'iy
neolithic mythology in the world which still plays a part in the affairs
of a government, A part of it is a product of national vanity, A4 pave
of it 1s — in the Japanese view - logical matter of fact and weli-

founded",
45, Mr, Grew adds these significant observations:

"It is a paradox of Japanese thinking that, despite their faith in

their own innate superiority, they believe that the man who thinks he

is superior is ipso facto hendicapped, The Japanese have known whait we
thought of them -~ that they were little fellows physiecally, that they
were imitative, that they were not really very important in the worid orf
menaﬂdnationsq...a.‘...

The Japanese have made comparisons not favoursble te us, They have
peinted te thelr cwn thrift, and compared 1t with our wastefulness.

They have locked at their cwn naticnal unity and naticnal reverence

and have centrasted it with our partisanship and our readiness to lavgh
at ourselves, They have seen the comferts with which we have surioundsd
ourselves, and they envy these, even while they despise us for cur pos-
session and enjoyment of thenm!,

EEEEE]

"The leaders ¢f Japan are nos sulcidally minded incompetents, Hlgvory

will show that they have made a miscalculation, but they have miscalcui-
ated less than mosgk of us suppose, In this they find their strength',

“n6. A captured diary contains the followling?

"The inspiring dream of the coming war between JAPAN and AMERICA during
my boyhood days is now a realitw",

47, Japanese PsOW have expressed a variety of views about the war, Of 7
psoOV questioned on the subject, Bl stated quite frankly that they did nosu
"believe in" war, "disliked" war, "hated" war, were Vagainst! war, or
"gbhorred" war, One thought this was self-evident as "novody really wisied
to die", None thought war as such was a good thing, though one suggested
that &n attack by Japan on Russia would be good strategy.

R
o

48, In considering these views and the proportion of PsOW who expressed
them, 1% must, of coursc, be borne in mind that they are the views ¢f pPri e
oners and are for that reason probably not at all representative, having re-
gard Yo the Japanese attitude towards being taken prisoner and the fact that
so few prisoners have been taken, Moreover, a distaste for war as such is by
no means inconsistent with other qualities of character and mental astitudes
that make those who dislike war revertheless formidable enemies, I% is nes-
essary; lherefore, to carry the sxamination a little further!

49, Of those who did not like war, 5 expreased the view that internaiicnal
differences could better be settled by other means, and that 1% might have
been better for Japan to keep out of the war} 22 thought the preseat war vac
Inevitable or was a necessary evil, The reasens they gave for this view
varied, Some said that it was due to Japan's ever populaticn and lack of
living spacej scme said Japan had ne optien but to fight because Englanw and
America had squeezed her economically t¢ the point of bankrapteyj seme at-
tributed the war te a conflict of ideals and prineiplesy seme theught ths war
was necessary because Japan had to defeat the natiens helping Ohinaj some
that Japan wruld derive ultimate sdvantages from the war which she would nes

otherwise be able to getj some that wer was a matter of circumstancej while
ethers felt that the matter was beyond theilr understanding,
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50,  Of those who accepted war as inevitable, 8 felt that it was a matier of
dutyfor them to take their part inm it as soldlers without further question.
One prisoner confessed that up to the time of hils capture he had thought that
the war was a matter of duty but that since he had become indifferent to the p
question; another that he did not ecare whether Japan won or not as he did not,
wish to return there} a third, that even if the Allles won ne would not ob-
Ject if it meant a speedy conclusion of hostilities} while a fourth, who
agreed that war was not a good thing and that he personally did not like 1%,
added that he was out of touch wlth the general feeling in Japan on this
matter, Twe others, who were fotally cpposed to war, sald that most of their
companions fely the same way, but as everyone was regimented and placed undex
crders, they had no say in the matter, They, however, did not want Japan to
lese the war now that she was in it,

51, A captured clvilian military employee, whe, admltting that he did not
like war, quite frankly sald that he volunteered for service to make mere
money than he was earning at home, In ecntrast te this econcmlc cynicism,

a second-class private theught that there weuld never be an end te war un—
less pecple cculd be educated to forget thelr own selfish interests and take
a broader view 2f things, Unfertunately, all countries cnly lecked t0 their
own interests.,

F2a A naval Paymaster Lieut,, after discusslng the general economic position
of Japan in reldion to other nations as a contributing cause of the present
war, went on as followsy

"China gave great provocation by boycotts and ineldents such as the
HOKKAL massacre, Ingland, i1t was thought, instigated the Washington
Naval Conference, These events naturally estranged relations bub they
did not seriously deteriorate until the Manchukuo Incident, which, in
PW's opinion was the beginning of the present trouble, Japan should
have accepted the Lytton Report but the Militarlsts were vesponsidle
for delegate MATSUOKA's walking out of the League of Geneva, They %00
undoubtedly created the China Incident of 1937 by falling to cooperate
with the then Premier who wished to halt operations after North China
was occupied,

PW had never thought the Ohina War would end quickly, As 1t progressed
Japan's relations with forelgn powers repldly deteriorated, Amcrica
refused 0 supply cil and steel or purchase silk, and Netherlands Bash
Indies refused te sell cil, althcugh Japan actually despatched an Am-—
bansador to Java to conduct negotiations, PW fully admitted that
friendly relations could have been re~established promptly had Jspan
agreed to fcall off" the China War,

He did not believe in war, He was not a soldier in spirlt and did not
voice traditional milltary thoughts, While studylng, he had many bite
ter arguments with offlcers attached to Civilian Schools, and was often
rebuked, He claimed that since hls boyhood days he had been an 1ldeallst
and still retalned these youthful ideals, but belng one amongst many, he
could not accomplish much™,

53, Confirming the opinion that the Paymaster Iieut, 4id not express the
general view, a Sergeant who himself did not believe in war was confident
that Japan would fight on until half the population of the country had been
killed and would ecarry on in the face of heavy bombing attacks; while a
Warrant Officer who felt that it would undoubtedly have been better for Japan
to have stayed out ¢f the present war nevertheless thought that Japan would
be victerious, in splte of the superior material strength of England and the
UsS4h, , Decause of Japan's "superior power and overwhelming spirit!, Similare
ly, a Medical 2nd L, said that, notwlthstanding the strength of Britain and
America, the Japanese pecple weuld fight to the end, however long the war
might last, as that is in acecord with thelr character", So also a 2nd class
private and a I/0pl, sald that the war was a matter of "do or dle" and that
even those who would like to see it end quickly were resolved to see it
through to the end and would acoept any sacrifice and hardship to win it
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‘b4, There are, however, a few indications of war weariness. One POW was

outspoken against the war and indicated he would do any work to shorten the
war, even to the extent of expressing his willingness to fight against the

Japanese,
5he ~Another saldi

"What optimlstlc thoughts we used to have} such as the taking of PORT
MORESBY, then NEW ZEALAND and back to JAPAN, Just like that — so easy!
What fantastic ideas!" {Laughter)

56. There is also some evlidence of war weariness in diaries:

"17th February 1943 ~ Now that I have been on active service for so
long a tlme, nobody except my parents is of much importance to me",

57. Another contains thisi

"26th November 1942 ~ Under any circumstance, I want to go back to my
home as soon as possible',

L L N

"o0th January 1943 - Walking through a jungle, My only plan is to
return t¢ my country,

58. Twe cther diarles contain similsr entries,

A9, The fact that s¢ few Japanese scldiers have been captured, while many
have fought on in incredidle conditions of hardship without hope of widory

or escape, is perhaps the strongest evidence that war weariness is not gen—
eral ~ at all events among those who are at present in the Services~—and that
any evidence from prisoners to the contrary must be considered as an indica—
tion that the attitude is not universal rather than that it is general, It
1s noteworthy that only one POW, a cadet, gave expression t0 the view that
the war would carry eon for enother couple of years or s¢, and that by then
all nations weuld have tired cf war »nd ceme te scme agreement,

ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE ARMY:

60, Mr, Grew writess

"Certalnly there are plenty of Japanese who dislike the Army's methodsy
there 1s plenty of restiveness at the wholesale impressment of young
men to fight in Chinaj at the death and crippling of many§ and all the
restrictions and handicaps in everyday life entailed by the expenses of
the China campaign. But that the Army can be discredited in the eyes
of the people to a degree where 1ts power and prestige will become so
effectively undermined as to deprive it of control, or at least nf its
preponderant influence in shaping national policy, is an hypothesis
which I believe no one conversant with Jeran snd the Japsnese would for
a moment entertain",

61, It is aspparent from the previous sectlon that even prisoners whe have
thelr own ideas about the war are not always able to carry these same ideas
over inte thelr attltude towards the Army and that thelr attitudes towards
the war and the Army are consequently sometimes in confliet, Only very few,
even among those who are not in agreement with the war, are prepared to
questicn the Armyj thelr attitude towards the Army being a matter of "dusy",
which they find themselves unable te questicn, even if they are in disagree-
ment with the war, This 1g no deudbt due te the conception of the Arny as an
Imperial institution and an expressicn of the Empercr's majesty, which is
clearly suggested by such instructicns te cfficers and mer s that dated 29th
December 1942, which was recently captured, This stated:
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"The Imperial Army is an Ammertal army and we are immertal scldiers. "
From time immemcrial, the history of cur Imperial Ferce has shewn tha
the grace and blessing of Heaven has been with us',

|
{

Few, 1t appears, even ameng prisrners, have s¢ far been prepared e regard
the blessing as a dcubtful cne, er if they de se regard it, tc zive expressicn

¥c their decubts,




62, One man, however, on his deathbed, seemﬁwtﬁ have wondered whether the
Deity had deserted the Army, A diary written in 1942 contalns this:

191t December -~ Isn't God protecting the Imperial Army? Ah, how
tragic is this batitlefield]! Fellow-comrades, are you golng to let us
die? ZEven the spirits of invincible Jap, soldiers are despondent now,
Pleese God , o . » The night fell again, Our end is approaching,
Three men came to reinforce our No, 2 Section, Our strength now is 9
men without any L,M.G%,

ATTITUDE BETWEEN OFFICERS AND MEN:

63. TFifteen PsOW, none above the rank of Corporal, have, during the course
of interrogation, given scme indicaticn of the avtitude of Japanese soldiers
towards their officers in battle areas, Except where they felt that thelr
officers had deser®ted them, or taken advantage ¢f thelr authority, this
attitude generally indicates a splyitv of discipline, based perhaps not sc
much on the superior rank cf the officer as on his pesiticn ss the custedian
of the Empercerls aubhority and the embodiment of the ArmyTs spirita’

64, One POW said that from childheced he had been trained to obey crders
handed down frum the Bmperor, He, therefore, obeyed the orders given by his
officers without qguestion, whether they were right or wrong, Strict disci-
pline was malntalned, even by NOOs, In the absence of supervision, confusion

arose,

65, This last comment suggests that Japanese discipline i1s mainly the pro-
duct of ftraining and arill, It is, however, probably also assoclated with a
sense of racial and splritual superiority, the results of which one would ex-
pect to be much more evident in soldiers when individually face to face in
battle with an alien enemy, than when among themselves in numbers and with—
out supervision, when confusion might arise, The almost fanatical refusal
of individual soldiers; whén alone or in small groups, to admit defeat cer—
tainly seems to suggesh this,

66, The following exirvacts from the statements of PsOW, whese sense of dis-
cipline may be presumed t0 be less than that of the majorlty, are indicative!

67, One POW said $hai the treatment of men by superlors was severe, The
Japanese Army was mpdalled on Spartan lines and discipline was maintained at
high piteh. Instant obedience was demanded and in n¢ case cculd a cemmand
or crder be guesiioned, YAMATO DAMASHI (the Spirlt of Japan) was cnly ob-
tained by thie rigid tralning.

68, Another sald that trea’ment of men by superiors in barrscks in Japan was
bad, bubt in forward areas men were treated wlth more consideration, Disecip-
line was maintained by talks from superior officers,

69, Another POW sald that discipline in the Army was very strict, Iilttle
physical punishment was inflicted, but men were frequently admoniehed in

loud tones feor the slightest reason, Another said that the handling of men
by superior offilcers varied, but was generally strict, Recruits were tralned
by older soldiers and there were issclated cases of rough treatment,

70, Another, who did not care for Army life, sald that offlcers were very
hard on men, but thal cince the cutbreak of war, harmony between cfflcers
and soldiers had been stressed, Discipline was maintained at a high level,

71 Two o%thers, who were satisfied with their Army Jobs, sald that soldlers
were not ill-treated by 2fflcers, bub that disclpline was extremely strict,

72, Yet snother sald that recruits went through a rough tlme for the first
year, but were not negcssarlly knocked about by their superiors, Officers
never interfered with Sergeants and Corporals in tralning or in puni shment

0f men, Speecial instructlons were issued in 1942, dealing with the treatment
to be aceorded to recrults. This put a stop to indiscriminate bullying such

as he had undergone a year previously, Diseipline was strict,
; DECLASSIFIED
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73. Another confirmed this, when he sald that the treatment by superiors
was now reasonable, dbut when he was first called up, the men were sometimes
beaten and cuffed, Discipline also was not as strict as fermerly, owing, he
thought, to men of all ages being mixed tcgether,

74, A Naval man said that, during his first year, he experienced rough
treatment from lst clgss seamen, from whem he received nany cuffings, While
this was not cfficially sanctioned, it was widely done, but care was taken
nct to injure or disfigure, He knew of instances when senicr men had re-
celved reprPlmands from P,0s, for these acts, P,0s, and cfficers never struck
men themselves, Discipline in the Navy was strict and well-maintained,

75. Ancther POW was agreeably surprised, when captured, to observe the geod
feeling that apparently existed between men and offlcers of the Australian
forces, There 1s no such comradeship in the Japanese Army, where discipline
1s rigid, Japanese officers, partlcularly those of jJunior rank, and NCOs, ,
treat their men very badly, In consequende, 1% is not an uncommon occurrence
in the field for an officer to be shot from behind by his own men, Harsher
treatment is dealt oul by the officers in the Artillery than in the Infantry,
as there are fewer opportunities of reprisals by the men,

76. The diary entries of a seaman contain a good deal of evidence of cuffing:

¥20th Tebruvary 1941 ~ 1Ip loading the gun I dropped the shell because
of clumsy handling on deck and was eensered severely, It wasn't once
Bub bwiees ¢ Guiivse At gunnery drlill we had amn supplying drill, Balvo
firing interval is 18 seconds, Nobody can do 1% in time by himself, but
the senicr T0O0 uncencernedly reprimanded me for being slow, That
thoughiless, noisy fellowlM

L BU -

"20th March 1QU1 «— Haa clething inspeeticn in the afterncon, Assembly
on deck, las slapped twice, We had a squad afterwards and I got drunk, .
Got slapped by the Section Leader",

bopvgtroe

"22nd Harch 1941. - Was reprimanded by the squad leader because I had i
powder on my hat, That ni sunderstanding fool/ Spent the éntire day !
with 113 feeling",

toahbaqg A

"2nd May 1941 -~ Received a blow on head from Petty Officer NABETA",
Boteaban

"11th May 1M1 «~ After an investigation, received punishment, This ig
quite frsouent nowadays, Think nothing of 14",

goeston

"17th May 1941 « At muster up on deck, recelved warning on attitude
from lst Class Seaman MORIKAWA, Struck by lst class seaman UYEHARA,
Today's blow was specially felt, This 4s the Bth one today, It is not
a geod feellng', i
2 80 as s
"olith May 1941 « At sen duty, did not fall in and was struck U4 times

by that imbecile, ISHIZUKA, That big blockhead boy who doesn't know

himselfi,

PRI LB B0

H28th May 1941 ~ In the merning struck 10 times by senior NCOs TFelt

unpleasant all day. That big fool",

"1 BEabeny
19th June 1941 ~ Hops there will be war because 1t will be much mere
E " exclting than getting a scolding every day",
= - Roébnnn
é- 5 "15th July 194i .« At muster, struck 4 times by FUKASE and TAKANO 1st
C& class szaman, It was painful,
-(:'U_? Bosapag N
<oy 116th July 1941 - At 0500, reprimanded by Chief Navigator for being
'jﬁ asleepi, :
] /‘Cc bep o
A hzhth July 1941 « Wnile smeking in latrine, discovered by an cfficer

0f the watch and struck!,

22009900

"27¢h July 1941 Yeaterday, struck by KAWASAKI, TAKANO and HATAKEYAMA,

Injured my tooth and i% was peinful, I am tired, I never felt”sc bad
a8 now, since I jrined Navy, Lock at my face, my swollen cheek!,

L
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tolith August 1941 ~ At night was struck 3 times?,

TYEELR LK

"o2nd September 1941 - Was slapped 5 times while standing in formaticn,
It hurth,

TEXEEREK]

nogth September 191 — At nignht the crazy foel, NARO, Mincsuke, %ried %o
find fault with me’,

CE R R

115th Ocbber 19U41; « Due to a slight rnegligence on my part during watch,
I received punlshment”,

LR B

M lth November 19u1 — Wha% a nasiy dayl I endeavoured to hold back my
temper but ended the day by hitting someone®,

77. Another private satd that in the front line discipline was maintained by
promises of replacements, which, i1 his experience, did noi arrlvei and while
another POW sald that he had no reason t0 question the ilntegrliy of officers,
there is evidence %hat this faith has not been unlversal. '

78, One POV stated %that MaJj.Gen, YAMAGATA came in for some adverse comment
among the troops when he fled from GIRUWA in NEW GUINEA by M,L,C, and ordae:-
ed the attempt which was beling mzde to evacuate some stretcher cases %o be
stopped, so that the M,L,C. cculd push off, He also stated that Gen, HORII
was criticised by officers and men allke for what was considered by them to
be an unecessary vasie 0f lives during the Stanley Campaign., resuliing from
his "reughly refusing to listen %c the advice of his staff and ¢ ofher
high~ranking cfflcers t¢ retreat tc the coast earlier and await reinforoe-
mentst,

79. 4 captured labourer also commented that when the Japanese soldiers were
beginning to suffer a reverce in New Guinea, there was muoch discussien about
the poor tactical Judgment of their offlcers,

80, Another POW, a Coiporal, expressed strong resentment over thz abandon-
ment of front line elemenis by their offlcers, HFe stabted that hz and mony
others lost respect for thelr higher officersg whe 'preached the spirit or the
Samural to the men dut in turn deserted them when the going got too hoth,

He added that many had vowed %o killi the Bn, Commander and the Regimental
Commander 1f they ever hal the cpportunity,

83, The above are the statements of PsOW and should be treated accordingly,
Confirmatien from captured documents indicating ill-feeling tovards supericr
cfficers is, however, not lacking,

g2, A diary captured in NEW GECRGIA contains this entry:

"The Japanese Army ie still depending en the hand %o hand fighting of
the MEIJI era while the enemy is using highly develeped scilentific

v
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weapons, Thinking 1{ owver, lLiovever, thls pcorly armored force of curs
has still not been overcome and 1s still guarding thls island, sc it ig
something worthy of comment, But this is no time for pralse, Ilore than
likely they have something in the rear, If the Alr and Navy Forces
don'!t move, this island will scon be taken, If we as well as the enemy
were to fight to the end with all the avallable weapons that cach pos-~
esses, then I would be willing to glve up whether we win, lozs, be lu~
Jured, or killed, But in a war like this, where we are like a babyis
neck in the hands of an adult, even if I die it will be a spitzfnl
death, How regretfull My most regretful thought is my grudge towards
the forces in the rear and my increasing hatred towards the oupereticonal
staf £,

83, Another diery from NUNDA records the following, in 19436

"April 9th =~ Tatigued from long hardships, T finally collapsed, A%
this time I saw She loathsome face of my superior, Thinking that sicle
ness is Only mental ~ my health is depending upon spirlt, L ﬂevef c§n
forgive the works supervisor! While on watch I have cften theught 0f
striking him with the rifle, When will my conscience become clear?
Before we knew it. we Left MUNDA and advanced %o the front line,
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Ancther diary centalns the following entries, which are presumed %0

refer te 19423

85
86,
87,
88,
89,
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N11th Jenuary = Staff nembers always preached that they would sagri-

£ice their flesh and bone in gecuring the well-being of their men, but

upon facing actusl difficulties they turn their head around neglecting
n

thelr duties sesves
11 8th January - Senlor personnel are always leaflng and never think of

the difficulties of the men¥,;
Another diary, captured iy NEW GUINEA, contalns this:

i1 can't help but feel that the Regtl Comdr thinks aboub himgelf".

sasoPPrd

"In the morning 2nd Iieut, TAMBA cames
I am angry at 2nd Iieut, SUGATANI. Got tired of hearing his morbid

guspiclons, TAMBA sald that, according to SUGATANI, he probably became

. glck just to avoid going to battle, From the men, TAMBA's story is

that bullets do not always come from the front, This made them curious™
The diary of a company officer contains the following?

tHearing the conditions in each company from the ¥CO,, it seems thab
supplies are not coming, Characteristics are revealed which are not
known under ordlinary circumstances, such as the true nature of human
beings, In a certain company the messmen ate 2 or 5 times as much as
the others and the officers and NCOs, ate three times as much as the
men, & certain Battalion Commander recelved 100 cigarettes to divide
among his men, but. he only gave one CT twe t¢ his Company Commanders,
and he lest almost all of his usual prestige. Thenke t¢ my qualities
of an ordinary socldier, the men of the cempany thanked me",

Ancther diary contains thisd

"Enemy artillery is shelling us as waual, I went oub of the fox~hole
for some fresh air, and heard an argument aboub feod going on in the
leading equad, I was surprised tc find out that there were aueh NCOs,
Morale among them should be better, At ten ol!cleck Sgt, INOUE came te
apoleglse®,

Yot another diary has this entrys The yesr s 19u42?

Mofth December - There may be scme nl sundersbanding when I menticn

the value of comrades, but it is certainly a "amentable situaticn when
gveryone runs off and not a gingle person remains to take care of things
Can these men be called soldlers of Japan?'

esoo D

#ogth December ~ At the present time, 211 officers, even though there
is such a scarcity of food, eat relatively sufficlently, The condltion
is one in which the majority are gharving. (The higher offlclals are
not starving), This is indeed 2 deplorable state of affalrs for the

Imperial Army",
The diary of one officer records the followlngi

IMany commanders like b0 take into battle with them as many of their
men as possible, bub, in contrast to this, 1 myself (a 1ieutenant) an
inclined to leave behind many of those who are not really fit (due to
injuries end dakmess), 0Osn it Be thet I an nob sufficiently ruthless?
It is a metter regardlng which some self-examinetion 1s necessarys

an worried because I eannot unconcernelly everlook ancther's troubles,
and the feeling grows on Ne that as & commender I an lacking in sincer—
ity, I feel thab 1 am becoming detached from my comrades through in-

sufficient mental discipline,
Wp4iligent people talk of their hopes."
W Lazy people besoan thelr mi sfortunes®.
7 will rectify my lack of mental diecipline b

g ndustry". b i
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has had s0 many casualties, but all ranks of commanders secem %o have
lost some of their offensive spirit!,

90, A farewell reprimand delivered by a Bn, Commander on the eve of his own
departure from NASSAU BAY on 2nd July 1943 is of particular interest, This
contained what appear to be crocedlle tears in the following terms:

"As with our lives in our hands, we live and dle together, high rank
and low rank, the lack of high loyalty and trueness of heart really
fills me with an irrepressible heartrending anguish, From the time
that my present duty was specially drawn up, I have gone with you be-
yond the bounds of life and death} we have battled for two years in the
front lines 0f the war of Greater Bast Asia, and with you, have long
awalted the opportunity to deal the enemy one final, decisive Dblow,

But now, through my own unworthiness, it is my greatest dread that you
may be unable to extricate yourselves from the conditions which I have
just deseribed,

Now, in obedience to my orders, I am abeut to take leave of NASSAU BAY,
dear to my heart, and cf you, afficers and men, beleved soldiers, And
as I withdraw from the scene of the battle, to go across the waves afb
the equator, dyed with the bleod of my long-to-=be meurned brave and
leyal fellewers, 4t 1s my earnest, lmportunate hepe thet you will nei
bring trouble or misfortune to the new TAI commander, nor vex your
superiorsj that you will manifest the deepest loyalty, will not hesitate
to offer candid, even i1f unpleasant advice, will search your own hearts
and rouse yourselves to action,

ATTITUDE TOWARDS OTHER SERVICES:

91, The attitude of men in one Service or branch of a Service towards other
Services 1s indicated by the following evidence:

92, An Army private sald that he liked the Army better than the Navy because
he did not like ships, He thought that opinions as to which branch of the
services was better depended on prejudices, Undoubtedly, the Army was better
in some things and the Navy in others, The Navy traditionally treated its
personnel better than the Army insofar as pay, prometicn, feed and medical

attenticn was concerned, He ceould not answer as regards the Air Force.

93. The view that the Navy enjoyed better pay and conditions was shared by
two other PsOW, one of whom attributed the difference to the fact shat cailors
were volunteers,

94, Another thought that the Army and Navy worked together very well., Three
others sald that the relationship between the Army and the Navy had improved
in recent years and was "“passive' at present,

95, - Only one POW sald that a certaln amount of Jealousy existed between the
Army and the Navy; the latter, he sald, was very boastful of its fighting
qualities,

96,  An entry id one diary, belonging to a man from an Army bomber, stabes
somewhat crypticallys

"2nd April 1943 .~ At 0800 the planes of the ZUIHO teok off, Fighters
and bombers, 80 altogether, sped away in perfect formation, Though
ennity existed between the two, a parting was sad, We waved our hats in
a farewell, "Good luck to the fighting men of the sea'.,
L]
his 1s the only evidence sighted at this Headquartsrs which touches upon
the relationship between the Army snd Navy Adlr Services, It is known thub
they generally operate separately, from separate bases, but this is by 1o
means always true, and is quite explicable on purely administrative grounds.

DECLASSIFIED :

1 A
Authorii}{‘_\.“}!‘:f _‘_,)_7'{" E"T‘,?

98s Another diary contains the followinz outburst:
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"18th March =~ Whai's the matter with the Navy? They give the enemy
every chance, Air rald werning after enemy planes have come Over ouw
head! UYth Fleet is useleas',

SELI-SACRIFICE,

JPTITUDE TOW..1DS SELF-SACRIFIUE:

99, Mr, Grew writes!

Mhe Japanese soldier is the resul’ of caleulated, continuous indectrina-
tion in the glories of the militarist state, His willingness to sacri-
fice himself on the Dattlefield is not a result of intellectual commit-
ment t0 a cause. it is the vesult of a far rore dangerous iraining of
his emotions fwom childheod 4o respond t¢ tb appeal of sacrifice for
the State. ALl the forces which have produc:d him - the famlly. the

] school, sompulsory military sevvice, Stafe veligion, and the compulsory |
power of the group over the 4pdividual — have shaped him te this end,
Unquestior . ug ocbedisnce and zel Lnupc—aflce are his creed - cbedience and
sacrifice 50 the milifarisiic shabe,’

—

100, This dmo" paseochsiic attitude towards self-cacrifice 1s evidenced in

mentz which contain mor. than cne admisslien of our superior
material str&;g h, and use “hat tc emphasise the supericrity cf the Japanese
‘4 andé ths neceseliy feor self-sacrifice,

101, One Japanese ocder i:sued in the SOLOMONS reacs as sollows:

"5trictly Uanfidential.

We are certain to be victsrious in thiz war,

1, Now is %be time vo offer your life for His Majesty the Emperor,

2. The flowex of Japan's infaniry will make 2 Daywnet charge, This i

: will De megt frightfuvl o the enemy, .

3, The cnemy's ctrength is superior in fire powsr, bub we will meed |
this by utilliuing night flgating in the Jungle.

4, When the general attack begins, we will qufckly hreak through the |
enemy front line, selze the alrpory over which we feel great resent- V
ment. and without fall destroy the enemy by dawm, kicking, scatier-
ing. stabbing and 1113 ng them,

5. Thus 1% will surely be a great wlctory fot the fmperlal Army ',
102, Another simiipr order issusd in GUADAICANAL reads as Zfollowsd
"Military Secret, Ingtrucilons?

For the informaticn of 21l o7ficers and men ~artleipating in the GUAD~
ALCANAL pffensive.
1, It lies in this one Dattle 5o ensure peace £or Japar and to place
her in zn iavincible positian, '
2, Dvery c?ficer and man mus: lay Co¢n his Llife in retven for the
Empero::te favors,
3. Ag far as possible, the cagraltles from eneay air attack must be
made to decrease and the gnting cpiri’ musi increase greatly,

b, You must remain flimly resvlved not %o be led asiray by wild rumors, |
5, Through the atmoch efforis oi every officer we will quickly be lLed |
to viztory ir the dat'ls anl the repubation of the division will be

enhanced.
The above is an insi.wchien, October 13, 1942,
ITO Unit Comnander
¥ajor Ceneral 1701

103, As exhortasions the above quotations would be less remarksble than as

orders which for the most part do not seem %o De yegarded by those 10 vhom
they are addrsssed as demznding anything nnusual,

104, One diary, for instance, records the following?

DFCLAsqmp 5
Authority F f\«—"'\-! )7{/
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2nd February 1943 ~ Prepared to move in accordance with yesterdayls
order, EKept body and soul together by eatlng raw potatoes and dreamed
of tomorrow!s victory under enemy planes, under enemy bombardment, =nd
under constant enemy assaults, Who would have such thoughts under these
circumstances but Japanese soldiers? No one can stop us in our efforts
to suﬁmount difficulties, No doubt this is the way we Japanese always
think"®, s

105, Another scldier writes!

"Whenever and wherever I dle, I will nct regret 1t because I have al-
ready given my scul and body to my country and I have sald farewell to
my parents, wife, brother and sister”,

106, Another writest

"Wt ever happens that may ccme to our ccuntry, tc sacrifice one's life
for his country is a scldier's realisatien of hls long-cherished desire,
When I received my mebllizaticn orders, I had already sacrificed my life
for my country, You must nct expect me to return home',

107, This has, up to the present, been the attitude of most Japanese soldiers,
Some few, however, who have allowed themselves to become prisoners of war,
guiltily regard life as belng something precious, But they, up to the present,
are unquestionably the rare exception, Nor are there many instances of lack
of courage disclosed in captured doé¢uments, The only three which have coeme te
the notice of this Headquarters are the follcwing diary entrles:

Mopnd December -~ According tc Sgt, OGAWA, platcen lesder's messenger,
WAKAMATSU, Kazuhlike, is such a coward that when he is on the guard duty
he beccmes frightened and hides 4n ancther unit's bomb shelter, tremb-

1ling with fear, As a soldier, he is a disgrace”,

108, The second states!

"1st December 1942 ~ Last night when enemy advanced in the vieinity
of the wireless post, a certain number of soldlers retreated without
permission, Suck action will be hereafter subject to court martial',

109, The third saysi

"gth February 1943 -~ Went to look for deserters in the afternoon',

[ E RN ALRN ]

#11th March 1943 ~ We were frightened at the sight of enemy planes'.

110, On the other hand, a diary of a 2nd Lieutenant contained thid€ entry,
written in 192}

"3rd December = We were ordered to retreat, but disobeyed”,

ATTITUDE TOWARDS DEATHS

111, Self~-inflicted death as a means of atonement or escape from the humilie-
tion of disgrace or shame is traditional among the Japanese,and the inclina-
tion of PsOW towards suicide 1s only one manifestation of this tradlticn,

It 1s not the only one, A notebook of a commender captured at GUADALCANAL
refers to an instance of another, This reads as followsi

#The Division Commander was in hospital, wounded, and because he blamed
himself for the death of so many of the men under his ecmmand, he com-
mitted suleide with a pistelf,

112, Speeific instructicns for the provisicn that is to De made tc deal with
the dead are contained in some officlal and other Japanese documents that
have been captured.

DECLASSIFIED

113, A pamphlet issued to scldiers contains this:
® Aummﬂyhgﬁiigjﬁgsﬁm?




]

«1r1ﬁuomnv
AHTAISSYTOHd

AL )

3

.
A0

-

"In this war, there will be much activity on the sea; and ofteh after
landing a small debachment may have to march deep inte the enemy countyy,
Be prepared to abandon your deadl,

114, Another instruction states:

"Before leaving for the fighting line, or at the latest oh board the
ship, make the necessary will, and have your halr and hails cut, and be
ready to dle at any time and any place, It 1s best for all the soldiers
of tiWe unit to make a Joint arrangement for leaving thesc things behind,
50 that each one may be personally prepared¥,

115, The above lnstruction %o have the halr and nalls cut in readiness for
death 1s intended to provide some remains that can be burnt in the event of
the body itself not being recoverable for burning, so that some human ashes
can be sent back to Japan for enshrinement, PsOW have also stated that
sometimes a 1imb or other part of a dead scldier is burnt instead of the
whele body, so as Yo fecilitate the task of collecting ashes and sending

the ashes to dJapan,

116, One POW sald that he, together with some other men, had returnead to
Jepan to deliver to relatives the ashes of some 1500 troops killed in the
Philippines; he himself being responsible for the ashes of 121 soldlers,
The ashes were contained in individual boxes, each marked with the name of
the deceased and the place of death,

117, Deceased warriors are enshrined at the YASUKUNI Shrine, Some so en-
ghrined appear t0 have caused some embarrassment by later reappearing alive,
This is dealt with in en instruction which refers to the so-called dead in
the China Campalgn, who appeared on the reglster for enshrinement submitted
by each TAI, but later veburned alivet "Even though not one point was left
in doubt or any margin for error left™ ., , , Mthese persons", continues the
instruction, "have been enshrined, Later on to find them living will bring
about a retraction which wlll be absclutely impossidle and lead te fearful
results", Reperts are, therefore, to be under the fellowing classificaticnst

Eag Oonclusive deaths,

b) Confirmed deaths with tangible proof even though the corpse is not
brought in,

(e¢) Missing personac|

And, for the purpese of honours and awards, the instruction provides that
even sulcide cases are to be reported where meritorious services have been
rendered,

118, A loose leaf from a notebook contains this:

"o the enemy officer:?

I am sorry to trouble you, but I beg you to bury my dody, placing the
head towards the north-west,

I fought bravely %ill the last, The situation was unfavourable to us,
My end has come?,

ATTITUDE TOWARDS CAPTURE:

Official Attitude:

119, Mr, Grew gives the official attitude towards capture in en incident
whieh he narrates

"Last year, when our Country and Japan were s¢ill at peace, I recelved
from the Chinese Goverament the name of a Japanese whe had been taken
prisoner in Ohina and who wished his family at home in Japan to know
thet he was alive and well, I communicated the information to the Gove
ernment in Tokyo and received, in due course, the official reply, It
was brief and te the point, The Japanese Government was not interested
in recelving such ianformaticn, BSec far as they, the Government, were
cencerned, and alsc s¢ far as hle cwn fanlly was ecncerned, that man was
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officizlly dead, Were he Y& De recognised as a prisoner of war, shame
would bz brough% upon no% only his own family, but alse his Government
snd hi's nabion, “Victory ¢r Death® 1s no mere siogan for these soldiers.
It is & pl in, mabiter of fact description of the miiitary pelicy that

siw forcew, from the highest generals t9 the newest recruit,
”he ran fba atlows hinself %0 ve cedbured hag disgraced himgelf and his
oivime issved in December 19&1 by the

120, The follzwirng senbence {xom a
Japanese Inspecior Gsueral of Aﬁli?d?y Lyiation under the title "Rulc of
Oonduct for Alrcrews?,confirms thils attiiude?

"When fliglt Ttecomes impossidle over enemy

tervitory and you are unable
to retura o our 5 i

cen 10 prevent documents,

pva Jlinss, action must be
you muut courageously link

ete, from £2iling into the ener;’c hands, anv
i

your iaie Wi?h thal of your alreraft,
Under 0o circunstances shauvld you cling o life 1g accepting defeai, ner
should woo .)rgeo the u;gni* £ oUr mperlal rces e the extent of
enfuring v s disgrace of Epken piri DOnez"G

121, Oaptured dccuments confaln si
specificaily as followss
"It ig nezessary that trainivg be given in the decirine of committing
sulecide sitkaué hesiteilen in circumstances such as when, after the chip
i alrift, he is unfrrtunately sighted and about
craft

'-
has bsen sunt and ~ne L X
0 be - -folien prisonc Ly encmy

122, Another dncument centained thiss

"The Commander's Crders were as follows3

'1 order whe * three of you o Dbe messengers unto death, Under the leader-
ship of ict Vliass Stoker MAWIYA, you must all unlbe in accomplishing your
mission, woon arrival a® BUNA, the Detachment is not there, go to
the Oommancer of ths Ieaistesd and you wlll rscelve his help, Should
you enccunicr uhic encmy on the way, fight te a finlsh, burn these pgpers,
and sach sne of you use your final Dullet {0 take your own life rather

than "‘GG )H‘ﬁ ":)'7‘_] GANE n:—-:l\_‘

123, There igc alpe abuniant evidence that, generally speaking, Japancse sold-
fers, sailsrg znd alrmen adh cerzdance with theze doctrines, Reports of
nearly overy =nzosensnt ivid and well-authenticated acannts of
Japansse s2ldlews fl the denth 0f the last man long aiter 1t mus

have been gul o o tiken Yhot theiw QFSltltz was witerly hopsless and
that thers wes ne! % ?imr 0w evacus’ Lon, lM.ay corpses have aleo
been found, giving un: T RK G gvidencs of seli- destiruction by hand gren—
ades helid %o the chest and p ¢ded, while eye-wlinaeses have repeatedly TeL—
orted how, whan c¢ornered, Jﬂgaabus seldiers have shot themselves threugh Ghe

mouth. Tegative svidence polating (owards the eame thius: is %0 be found in
the fact that J-nnnege Tight.> nilots &0 no% as a rule cerry parachutes on

the present, es far ac¢ is known, fewer

s and slrmen have been captured in ali
153t Japen began, A number of Avmy labourers

o} C{piuf%ﬂp tus lhey are n9% regular service per—

operaticnal {idg
than BhU Tc"D e
LYheatres gince: ?hm
(mo gtly Kereanc] have
sonrel,

124, If escape

ys heen pnssib“e, ‘e small numbers of
prisoners mighi e

1 ag ;9 verses vhich the Jap-
anece have su’! Caen D?Mlﬁ'plﬂq and in NBW GUINEA, where
neither wag pCas Cinasiderable nun hcrs ¢f men behind
mostly 4n smail groups; W ?'q,5’~51wwv5 ‘?ry e A expec%ed
to glve bhemaeives up, if their €pi¥lt had been W fzereat,

trﬁbuue wnelr evidence 4o the same thing, Fren

125, Gapbuzed (acwaents con : Riari o
ATDU, for ingtance, SOMSS thie dimyy entyyt
ke i : I /
Wegth Me, 1OU7 - Today at 2000 cfsleck we assemdled in front of Headw
quariers, The field hegrdtal took part, toe, The lagh asseult i to he
carrled our. AlT tre pavients in the hespiial w=rz nude we ¢ w7y
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ide. Only 33 years of living - and I am to die here, I ha%¥e noc re-
grets, I am grate™l that I have kept the peace in my soul which
shsabavikbyaban oo (T Jesus Ohpietl) Pestowsd wpon me, A% 1806 took
cate of all the patients witk hand grenades, Goodbye TAERKO, my beloved
wife who loved me te the lass. Uatll we meet again, greet vou: God—
-speed, MiSAKA, who Just became U years old, will grow up uzhindered,
I feel sorry for you, TOKIKO, bora Februaty of this year aud gone withe
out seeing your father, Well, be gobd, MATSUB {orother), DOCHLN,
SUKECHAN, MASACHAN, MITTICHAN, Geodbye, The number participaiing in
this attack 1s a little over 1000} tc take enemy artillery pcsitiod,
It seems that the ehemy 1s expecting an all-nut attack tomorrow”,

i 1 |
126, A POV explained this order to commit suléide on the ground that the
patients would be treated vamercifully by the U.S. Forces, if capbursd,

127, Ancther documen® captured i the Scuth Wesh Pacific contains the fol-
lowing:

"However, I regret that I lest my sword and that if a certaln occaslon
arises I cannot tommit harakirif,

128, Similerly a POW sald that he overheard an o¥ficer, who had been sngaged
in operations at GUADALCANAL, tell the POW's Company that the Japanese had
shot and killed 211 wounded Jepanase troops that could not be evacuated.

i29, Another POW who had never himseif seen wounded stcldiers, who couvid not
be evacuated, belng kililed %ec prevsnt them being capiured, said ¢hat sueh
things must happen, in view ¢f the regulaticns on the subjecti while ancther
described hew an ebserver shot himself with his cwn pistel rather than he
captured, '

130, Security may be one reastn why Japanese soldiers ave not permitied %o
allow themselves t0 be taken prisencr, It is more than doubt, however, that
this is the main or indeed anything more than s minor convributory reasdn,
gince the demands of security are largely met by the ignorance of anything
cutside thelr cwn particular work, in which Jepanese service persennel seem
as » matter of policy tc be kept thm ughout their service, New would mere
reasens 0f security have the emoticnal quallty necessary t¢ make such
drastic doctrines prevail over the instinet of self-preservaticn, which there
is ne reason to assume ls eny weaker in the Japanese than in othsr pecple,
There sesems every reason tc assume; therefore, %hat the motives and enction~
al sgncticne involved are far more degp ly rooted,

GENFRAL CONSEQUENCES OF CAPTURE: .
131, Of 79 PsOW questicned about the matter, all excep’ $ve were elther
aware 0f the official attitude, or else regarded it as belog so zenerally
accepted by the Japanese pople that it was part of their moral, 1 not legal,
codes

132, A Corperal, ceptured on Unknown Igland, who appears $0 have glven the
matter some theught, stated that from $ime immemorial epansse posple had
had 1% ingrained inte them that cspturs by the enemy wse a dizcrace and that
a Jepanese scldler sheuld do away with ldmself Tather than he talsen piisiner,
This feeling still possessed people and $here had been n9 charge, in spite
of greatly altered conditions of warfare, Those classified az i sslng are
considered dead after a lapse of three ysars, Should “hey then schurn Tor
any reason whatever, spceial legislatior must de enacted to deal with thair
status, This POW thought thab regulatitns would be intreduced to deal with
such case® in the present conflict, but whether these wruld ameliovate pen-
alties or increase them was a moot peint, PsOW afher wetuwrn %0 Japan Taced
20 years impriscnment under an Article ¢f the Military Law. He bhad dis~
cussed this with anocther POW, who theughs that a ldss drestic aétltude would
be adepted,

133, Ancther POW, a 2nd Ideut., said that he had been tansht from e Manual
of Military law that Jgmnece seidiers tek ; prisoner would be ghdot on Pe-
turning te Japan, In casee ¢f exbtenustlr ; elrcumstances, howewrer, the sent-

ence might be commuted to a maximum ¢f 3C years impristnment,
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134, Ancther POW said %hat while C.Rs. might be pardoned if taken priscner,
cfficers weuld not be,

135, Another POW thought that a dlstinctioun was drawn in Japan bebwsen gen—
uine PsOW and deserters or trait¢sen, specific oual shment being prrvided for
desertion but not for bona fide PsGW. who, he thought, could return to
Japan after the war without let 2r hindrancs sc far as the Government were
concerned, Whilst, howsver, thare was no ¢fflclal or mllitavy stlgiia at—
tached to capture, 1t was looked upun by onels Zamily as a lasting dlsgrace,
and this would In many cases prove the barrier tv o POW's return, He thought
that PsOW would be regarded ez "misdng" for three yeoars and would then be

: presumed dead., When notified as “missing®, {heilr dependents would receive g
solatium and further periodical alleowances., I7 1% should subsequenitly become
known thet a "misslng! soidier was a POW, this wowld not affect the position,
The Government would spawve a soldier the dlsgracs of having his relatives
know that he was a prisoner,

136, Another POW, a superior private, who knew what the general attitude to-
wards capture was and was aware tha®t Japanese s5.¢ ors were $old that they
- must fight Yo the end, said that he himself thouzht this was unreastma ble, as
= times had changed and war was nov waged in the sune manner as in former years,
Idfe, he said, was precious, and vher there was uc 22ject %0 De galned by
further resistance his view was that he should surrender, He added that he
was not alone in this spinien,

137, All the evidence, however, indicates tha% “hore cannot as yet be many
who either share his view or are prepared to acs sn 1% 4f they do. though
the fact that there are somé, hawever Ffew. indicatss tha® the possibility of
independent thought is not eahirely axtinei sven emong “he Jepanese vank and
file,

138. Thelr ideas as to whai would rappsn if 1% =houid beceme known ir Japan
that they were prisoners also wvaried eonsgiderabdly, Some thought that rela-
tives would be punished or vstrasised, A 2nd Licut, , captured in NEW GUINEA,
was qulte specific and said thef his femily would be disgraced aul that his
father, who was Chlef of the Bducatisn Bureau ab ITAGOTA, would be forced to
retire from offlce, A1l agread that thelr capture bwought dishonour on thelr
country, disgrace on their name, and shame 5n “hedw family,

139. One POV, a private, protesied that although i+ had besn no fault of his
that he had been captured, since he wag ha'f dood at the time, people in
Japan would nevertheless not uaderstand why ne had permitted himself 4o be
taken, Another POW - & supericr privatoc - commeaisd that though he persomlly
felt no shame, the people in Jupan, through age-31c custom, regarded capbture
as shameful, and it was not v bLe expecisd %hab the opinicn of a few PsOW

could alter things,

L

140, Not unnaburally, those who thought that %helyr sapture would bring die-

grace and posslbly punishmen’ te theiwy families i7 %he fact should beccme

known, had no desire to write or %o commun'zste in any way with them, Onc

POW, who at first gave a name which wag not his, later explalned that he had

done this because he was afraid leat his mame mizh: De dropped over RABAUL or
da

other Japanese occupied arsas, and feared thc Giiegguences 1o his relstions
which would follow,

i~ il

v

141, Only three PsOW expressed a wish 2 wrlfe 1o ihelr pecple, They apparent-

ly d1d net think that any hamm vweold come %9 then as a result of “helr dolng
80, One of them, the siperio: piivate a'ready givted, whe, though sware of

the offlcial vliew, regarded iv as anreasonable, sald that after having given
the matter some thought, he could see ne reaswn fow niding his capture from

bls own people, as they were given no orders %2 :rcslst to the last, oub were
told that they would be evacuated, and since they were not evacuated, aboub

which he was very bit%er, he saw no reason vhy he ghould not let himself be

captured, '

ATTITUDE OF ReqQW TOTARDS THEIR ONN FUTURD{

142, The views of PaOW towards thelr own Tture, new that they hed been cap~
tured, varied, Twn PsOW expected to be ex;Luﬁedmpyggpﬁiq_oewtorsi and were
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gsurprised that they were not. This, however, is obviously no indication that
the majority of Japanese Service personnel do nct expect %0 be killed, The
two PsOW,who thought they would be, were wounded when they were capiured,

One POV mentioned a fellow-pris ner in nospital at MORESBY, who was ia terrer
of being shot, and stated that he had reastned with him on the 1iases that

pri soners in Japan had net been shot and that there was, therefors;, n¢ reason
to expect that they would be,

1k3, Seven PsOW theught thet they would be sheb, either with or wlthout
court marvial, if they sheculd ever return to Japan, Three or four ofhers
thought they would be court-martialled, bub were not sore wha® the sentence
would be. Two commented pessimistically that "the Japanese are somswhat
vindictive in such matiters": while vne -~ a 2nd Lieutenant ~ explained more
fully that, if a POW should return to Japan; he would be tried immediately

by court martial, it being ingraimd in Japanese officers thet they should in
no circumstances Ds taken prisoner, The Japanese as a race, he sald, uome-
what ruefully, were not wellweducated and it would be beyordl the mensality of
a military court e Judge a case of capbure on i%s individual merits, I
would blindly follinw the custom of centuries and the inevitable verdict would
be hanging.

144, One POW, whese statements contaln clear evldence of tLhe conflicy within
him betwean traditicnalism and instincts of self-preservation, sald that "now
body had given him instructicn aboub self-destructicnj it was his.cwn belief
that 1% was the best thing te de if captured, It was gernerally accepied by
$he Jepaese people that if a scldier had a weaptn it was Teiter o ghott him-
self rather than become a prisoner, e did not wish Yo write 0 his family,
for, %0 become a prisoner hrcught shame on one's *anily aud Country. This
attitude would probably not chenge affier the wae, cven though Shere de e
large number of Japanese prisonrs, He considewesd himself still a soldier

and if his Government ordered him to rebusn after the war, he would do s¢
otherwise he would shay in Australla, He had given uwp hope 0f ever scelng
his family =gain. When %oid that the Allied attitude was different, and that
we hoped that cur PsOW would return, he stated that there was n° veason why
they should kill themselves, as they were enjoying their stay in Japan, He
wanted te return e Jspan, alihcugh the circumstances 0f his return would nod
be very pleasant. Therefore, when the time arrived he weuld putv vp with what-
ever was desiined.

145, One FCW, alweady quobed, who thought his surrender was Justified as no
orders bad been given not to d¢ so, bubt on the cuntrary it had been shaved
that he would be evacusnted, was very bitter over the fact that most of the
officers evacuated first and left the rank and file o bo svacuabted later,
with the resgult that when no ships came he and others with him were left to
die or surrondev, His attlivde vas that if on his return any guest ion were
relsed as 30 the reascn for his surrerder, he would demand that the deserticn
of the scldiers by thelr commanding cfficers sheuid first be invesblge jed.

146, Another POW — a Gorporal « expected to be ccurt-mariialied, tu% theught
that unless it could be preved that be had divulged matbers of military im-
portance he would either be set free or serve a shori senbence, Officers, on
the other hsnd, might be executed,

147, Fonz or five PsOW sald that, sven if they were not punished, they could

net return to their homes and fanilies, One, a Gadet, expiained tha® he could
L] ] a5

in no circumatances expect b0 rebuen 0 his rative place and thal wle best he

could hope for was 0 be sent under scre coleniznabtion scheme (0 some cldn-

quered terrifory. He based this on the fact that refurned soldiers irom the

MANCHURIA Tncident had becn tweated in this mannew,

148, Another, whe did rot think that there was any law agalnst his rejurn to
Japan, or which would punish him en his return, gald that in all probablllty
his parents and famlly would not agree to nie return, as, whataver the law,
they would wegard his return as an everlasting disgrace., Yet another k=)'
felt sure that, even 1f he eould go back, it world be impessible few him %o
obtein employment in Japan,

149, Only one POW theught that there weuld be nething against hie returning
heme and resuming his pre-war vocaticn, Oae POV & A Sergeant —~ whe was
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wounded when captured, thought that, in view of the large numbers of killed
and missing in this Wax, the Governmeut would do something about the matter,
and that a more enlightened ¥view would He takea 6% the majtter ab the conclus~
ion of the war,

150, Five PsOW preferred to take no chances and cxpressed a desire to stay in
Australia, One of these, while nosinlzically recalling hils family life,
thought it was better, having regard %o %hc Japanese views about capture, to
stay in Australla, where his experiences since capiure had been "like a
dream", He was a Corporal,

151, Another POW expected to be taken tn HAWAII and shot. Instead of this
he was placed in a hospital and treated wiih considerasicn and kindness., He
sald he would have died if he had been left unattended and would iever forget
kind treatment received. Once peacs was declared, he would do srerything
possible to return in some manner 21X kindnesses shown %o him. He was un-
decided as to what he would do affer the war. ¥hether he could veturn to
Japan or not would depend en attitude of Japancae Government, Had heavrd thak
death penalty or 20 years in jail wrs given %o PeCW Tuwl was no’ zure, He
would like te communicato with his ami § Aid nob wish te advise them of
his present status, :

152, A number of PsOW have expressed =z desire, during the course of their
interrogation, that they should either De kilied or be allowed %o comnit
sulcide, It is a little doubtful how sincere sdme of hese requeshs ares
or,if sincere, how far they would be persisied ir, Amrong wourded prisoners
who had no opportunity of committing suiclde, il is provable that a lareger
proportion would be prepared to press the matter %o iis coneclusion than
among those who could heve commii%ed guicide bafo-e capiure but 7id not do
g0, There have been instances when prigoners mede geniudne attempts at suie~
ide and at least cne successful atteimt has teen reperied. On %he cther hand,
there have been a nurber of priscners, who, theugh sincere in thelr attitude,
were ready ic accept circumstances which preveated them from ecarrying cus
their avewed deslre, as the intervention of a vrle they cculd nov gainsayg
while cthers would have ended their ives 1# the matter had heen made an
1ssue, but were content with a dutiful declaraticn which they were happy not
te be compelled te carry inte execulicn fn order Lo smve facs,

153, One POW sald that he had expected %o be sh% when eeotured, If that had
been dene he weuld heve died as a warricr shouid, When he was not ghrt, he
esked t0 be killed, and theugh that requesh wag 20t graabed and he had since
been well~treated he adhered to his decisicn, Fe, however, tock nt steps

te commit suleide,

1b4, Another POW gaid that he would h: © commi‘bed sulcide rather %Ythan be
captured, but for the fact that his pistel had become rushed through inmer-
glon in salt water. It was customary o commlt sulcide and he would take
his 1life on hls return to Japan, 17 he shouid he exchanged; He d.d no%
think he would be shot by the Militvary suthorliics, bub he would shoot hime
self through the mouth, as Harakir! wag 00 painful,

155, Yet another, who sald that the men had heen given opeders to commit
sulcide rather than be %aken prisoner, sxplainsd thav he was i1l and did not
ase

3 id
have the sbrength to kill himself wiih the hend srensde in his possaession,

3re

156, A4 fourth POW felt that, as 1% would be useless 0 return to Japan only

b0 be ignominiously shut and as he was combent in hio ova mind Shat no g %V
grace attached to his capiure, he wou.d vegard 1t as 2 favour Lf the sentence | ¥
could now be executed, QES

ol

[

B
157y Two others expressed similer feelingsi a seventh was coubent o commit ggzz
sulclde upor his release after the warji while an cighth philosophleally re- :5 s
flected that, as he was alive, it wae his duty ¢ make the bes of a bad %%-E
situation, a §

158, From the above, it is clear that a sense ot moval gullt is eseociated
with cepture and that this sense is for most PaCW more dlsturbing than eny
reasoned views about thelr future, The conflict between the emoticnal agr-

peal Of a herols death and the precionsness of 1ife Lg ~ell shown by a verse
LR it b by POW i

-




(1)

8

UMy comrades are crossing the seas
Te the shrine of KUDAY (1),
But I, like a saged bird,
Cannct jein them,
e o & & 0 & 3
My ccmrades have been scattered by g%; winds,
But they will bleem again as flowers ¢f KUDAN4
My name wes scattered toc, (3)
But alas! I shall not come to faultien,
o & » & o & W
For my Sovereign and my Country,
My name was lest cn the battlefield,
But I cannot lose this five-foot body of mine,
L T
The comrades I talked with yesterday i
Have become protective Gods of the Nation;
I, alas, am not yetv dead,
And my carcass in enemy land still unburied",

KUDAN ~ YASUKUNI Shrine 4{¢ on KUDAN Hill, TOEYO, where all dead warriors
are enshrined,

Cherry blossoms symboldsing the warrlor,

Being presumed dead,

159, The wihole concept of self-destruction upon cspture, or disgrace, is,
accordinz to one POW, "Beyond explanaticn and incomprehensi¥le t¢ occidentals
as 1s the whole spirit of BUSHIDOY,

BEHAVIOR UNDER STRESS,

IFFECT OF BOMBING:

160, Some indicatlen of the effect of bombing on Japanese troops in the IEW
GUINEA area 1s glven by some PsOW, who volunteered the followling observa-
tionsit

161, One POW, & Sgb,, was very definite that the bombing which the Japanese
had recelved at WAU had not lowered the morale of the troops, They simply
ladd flat on the ground and esésped Injury, Another sald that bombing did
not disturd him but he did not like Allied 3" mortar fire, which was most
accurate ard effective,

162, These two, hewever, are the only statements recorded at thls Head—
quarters suggesting a negative moral effect of bombing,

163, One POW seld that a near panic ensued when the OIGAWA MARU, on which he
was, was bombed on 3rd March 1943, As it wae practically his baptism of fire
under conditions which precluded e¢ounter-memsurss, his reactions were not
pleasant,

164,

A dlary, recording the feelinge 0f ancther soldier when he experienced

his first bembing, is more restrained:

165,

166,

oS

Beesvsos dreadful bombings ,¢e4e."

"Bombs expleded mer us while we were hiding in the denss forest, How
many times I have been prepared tc die! This is the first time we have
had such an experience, However, we are guite steady and our desire to
ecvercome the enemy at all eeste inereasesf,

One diary, which probably belonged to a sellor, records the fellowingi

"7th August 1942 « ., another alr attack alarm caused frantlc con-
fusion!,

A notebook of a probationary officer contains this entry!

"6th September 1942 « Enemy ailr attacks have struck terror inte our
hearts, The morale of ground troops is low",
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167,

168,

169,

170,

172,

=2l

Another dlary says?

"27th Decembes 1942 -~ RABAUL,
Every day we have alr raids., During the day there are none, but always
at night, It is becoming unbearablel,

Another dlary contains this:

"It is true that even the soldiers have in mind to flee asg they watch
enemy planes, The higher officers would flee before anybody else',

Yet another dlary contains this!

"16th January ? - Bombed several times, but tiarks te a mirasde no
damage was inflicted, However, mental shock was very great', (RABAUL)

A further dlary, cepitured in the SOLOMONS, has this entry:

"1lth October T ~ I could rot sleep well last night because of the
roaring of the guns, We dug a trench at the observation post and I
wrote the dlary in the trench, At 10,30 the friendly plane bombed an
enemy position twice, In the afterncon I went uwp the hill and observed
the enemy situation, The front line of the enemy is unknown, MI%SYOSHI
SUBUKI had diarrohea, The soldiers are becoming 111 from under-
nourishament, It seems that the morale of the soldiers here is getting
poor because 0f the continuous bombing, I slept at the observation pocth.

Ancther diary contains this:

"31st Cetober 7 ~ Before we were up, the enemy fileld mortars came
and fired, The noise from the mortars and alrplane motors makes bad
hearing, I am feeling terribly, The soldiers are comparatively calm,
Once we are bombtarded intensively it mskes one Jittery, This may not
be true of the soldiers as they are not cowards, but it is best not to
overdo yourself when injured badly, However, there are many who do not
care and they piteh in the battle with full eoirit!,

Another diary, written in 1942, records as follows!

"20th December ~ At dawn, enemy bombed the hell out of us, Observe
only the sky,wlih bitter regrettable tears rolling down, 8w, Pvt,
MIYA killed by mortar fire, Flerce enemy firing coming} AOSHIMA BUNTAI
is in danger, Our No, 2 BUNTAI preparation finished for charge with P1
leader, Filled my stomach with dried bread and waited for my end to
come, Oh! Remaining cemrades, I shall depend on you for my Tevenge,
Bnemy firing ceased, Unable t0 curry out the charge,

2lst December ~ News 0f relnforcements coming on 20th is unfounded,
Bombing of enemy near.

Killed Bup, Pvt, TSUTSUI, weurnded Opl, HATTORI, HASEGAWA, TAJI. Oh!
friendly $rcops, are you going $¢ let us dle like rate in a hole? Sgt.
OGAWA reported that reinforcements are coming, Under these circume
stances, Pne cennot accept such reperts except as a temporary relief te
one!s feelings, or ac yet another false runcur, Enemy bombing fiercely
and our end is coming nearer and nearer, To avold enemy artillery, built
trenches, Three men transferred to No, 2 BUNTAI,

22nd December - Enemy firine, silent in the morning, No thought of
reburning home alive, Want to die like a soldler and go to YASUKUNI
Shrine, Enemy firing became fierce, Writing in $his dlary word-by-word,
not knowlng when a shell may strike and I will be killed, Thirty-five
days since we started to fight.

1730 hrs, Artillery firing agaln} shells dropping all around the
trenches, Full moon shining through the trees in the jungle, hearing
the orles of the birds and insects, the breeze blowlnz gently and peacéd-
fully, We lack fuel for covking, Gathered twigs and bullt a fire in
the trenches to aveld detection by the enemy,

G00d news ~ friendly troops are near in the rear and friendly planes will
fly tomorrow, How far is this true and how far an unfounded rumour?

What P . d
ever it 18, 1t 48 happy newsW, DECLASSIFIED
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173, Finally, one dlarist writes:
#1l4th December 1042 ~ With each bomb dropped. I thovght 14 was hs

last, Even if 1t is sald that death should not be feared, abt this mi-
ment, be.ng human, I was very much afraidll,

EFFECT OF OTHER WEAPONS:

174, There is very little evidence of the moral effecl of shelli:go The orly
POW who is known até this Headquarters to have referred to this sald thot he
was afrald for the first Zew days bubt got over it. Hls worst exverience was
the bursting of shells above him. He did not mird rifle iire,

175, Other thau the above, there 1s no recorded evideace al %his Headquarters
of the indirect cffectis of rifle fire on Japanese soldiers, Nor has any ovi-
dence bezn netedé from captured documents or POW inbterrcgation reportc %0 ang-
gest that the Jopanese are excepticnally affected by The nolse of cipicslions
or battle, ©&dme have complained of being kept awake at nig t oy the wnueval
sounds of the wild life of the NEW GUINEA Jungle, bui that L7 an e p,'le*"u
which is not pecullar $o them, and from which any isol sed. parties not 2o-
customed %0 life in a tropical Jungle might suffer,

EFFECT OF BARDSHIPS:

176, There 1s some evldence from enemy sources ¢f the hardehips and hunger
from which the Japanese have suffered, both in the UEY GUINEA and SOLONCNS
campaigns.

177; One POW ~ a leading private captured in NEW GUINZL in Ja nuary 1643 « salés

"Conditions %owards end of campaign in NEW GUINEA were indesscidable,
There was seldom a let up day or night in bombing, which Lavacd numerdus
casualtic:, Food was seldom seen and woeunded werr oWlizcd ¢ zuffer ag’
there were nu neans either to attend to or evacuste *them, o nid to
confusion existing at time of retreat, 1t rained incessantiy, makln&
conditiors almost unbearsdle, There were constant rumours 0f rcliors
and supplles btut none ever came, He dld not know vhere thess mumoups
started but belleved *hat they were intended to bolsher morsile., Ho
heard of SOIOMONS campaign and troops were definitely told thal azg soon
as Operailons there were over, all Japanese p.unes and troops would oo
sent te NEY GUINEA to relieve them, In PW's pininn, Jeapanese $0C
had mwever been in such dire stralts as these in IV CUINEA . ﬁve“af ning
at HONGXONG and PHILIPPINE Islands bere ne compariscn with he lps of
NEW GUINZA, The hardships endured in transporiing soopliss wers indeoge
cribable, 'lthough a membsr of ASC, PW was mads to shovider a2 ».%le
for about 10 days, passing it ever te ancther man wher he becams Hen
weak to0 carry i1t',

178, There 1s no weason to coubt the accuracy of thias eczcvi  On %he contyary.
all the eviderce from Allied sources confirms these condilicns and “ho siate
in which some priconers were captured bears ample tes imd:y “o $he har dehipsy
and hunger they had to endvrs,

179, One diary contains this:

i27th November 1942 - The condition of South fea Detashuent i s 8 Deyoend
description, Xt ls worse than you think, In GIRUWA aree %hore aie
Engineer Unit, line of communication, hospital, but Shere 48 no €ightlng
power, Failents 4in hospital have no food tc¢ eat. Condislen :s so bad
that I havs no werds tr deseribe 1%,
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180, Another diary contained this!

"5th February 1943 = It has been about a month since I landed at NEW
GUINEA and lived in the Jungle, The noise of aeroplanes is frightful,
Eleven months of 1ife in the field has been more distressing than I
ever dreamt of,

9%h February 1943 - WO TAZAKI of We, 11 Coy arrived, and we heard

astenishing news about the fighting conditions at MUBO, I g0t diseust~

ed with army 1life',

181, Another diary,

belonging to an acting Company UOmmander, contains the
following:

"8th October 1942 ~ Spent all day gathering Australian rice, I was
amazed at the various ways one 1s able to prepare talnted rice,
nelther the Army nor the regiment knows of our condition here, Two--
thirds of the men are suffering from beriberi, Their visual powers and
physieal strength are weakened, Food is scarce, veget
Our life here ig worse than a beg
see our conditicn',

182, A Japanese broadeast in English from BATAVIA cn Lih March 1943 sugeests
that these cenditicns have been made known in Japan, In view of the purpoge

ess did not minimisge

which 1t was intended tc achieve, this broadcast doubtl
the matter, It is neverthelegs probably subatantially true, though Perhaps
a little coloured, The broadcast said:

"An article in the Nippon Times zives a true picture of the determina~
tion of Nippon, It quotes a letter written by an officer in NEW GUINFA,
He writes: WIt rains every day, It is difficult to advance, Bulletsg
rain down at the rate of 300 a minute, We are suffering from hunger,

~ Some of the men CATTY 4444y trees with them, &0 that they can eat bamboo
sheets, Enemy fire is so relentless that even trees of fer no shelter,
Enemy planes fly so low that they seem to hang from the tree tops, Hach
day our numbersg grow less, But we will never give in%, This story show
Australla what must be expected when the Nippon offensive comes'!,

183, If the article in fact did appear in th

not only of interest for the spirit of the writer of the letter which it
shows, but is alge remarkable for the fact that the Japanese press must have
regarded 1t as a gtimulant to Japanese merale, rather than ag an antdyne,

184, A notebook captured at GUADALCANAL confirms the hardships there:

e Nippon Times, this account is

"1th November 1942 « At GUADATLGANAL 5000 men

have been killed or
wounded or have died from starvation",

185, There 1is 1ittle evidence as yet that these hardships have anywhere
lowered morale to any appreclable extent, One POW, however, gave the follow-
ing reason for hisg ¢aptured He was wounded and asked one of the NCOs, if hs
could go back for medical ald but was flatly refused ang advised te ge for-

ward, The same order was glven by the officer in charge, He finally left
without crders in gearch of me

dical aild and finally fell 1
felt so strongly about these things that he stated that he
return t¢ Japan again, He claimed that the Army wag no

zeed and expressed
the hope that the United States would seen win the

war,

EFFECT OF HUNGER:
186,

One diary recordg the followings

"31st Decenber 1942 ~ Recelved 1 GO

of NEW GUINEA, I think only of home, I wish I could eat a beliyp-ful,

I have hardly eaten for 50 days, I am beny and skinny, I walk with
faltering steps, I want to see my children,

lst January 1943 =~ Greeted the New Year, 19h3,
This New Year is gad and pitiful, Received 2 GO of rice,
and trench mortars are glving our troops a Puni shment,

and § SHAKU of rice, I am tired

Enemy bombing

Perhapx

ables unprocurable,
garls, Wigh %he pecple back heme ceuld
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3rd January 1943 «~ Stageeringly, I went to GIRUWA for ration, Dead
bodies of our troops were lying arourmd the hospital, so I could not even

set my foot down",

187, A message book recordsl

10th April 1943 ~ The day!s ration of rice is less than U4 GOj we are
just moaning from empty stomachs, bu%t I have to continue to state that

the ration should be sufficient, Our morale is very low!,

188, On the other hand, the followlng extract from a letter written in hospi-
tal shows little effect of hunger, The letter is dated 5th December 19Lp:

"I have not eaten properly since the 24th of November; many days I have
had nothlng to eat at 2all, From tonight on indefinitely, again without
expecting %0 return alive, I am going out resolutely t¢ the front line,
Even though I am holding my rifle with a right arm that doesn't move

easily, etc,, now is the time for me %o dominate a military contest, I

must serve as long as I can move at all',
189, A staff diary belonging %0 a 2nd Iieut, records in 1942 as follows:
"2Tth November w Our morale is better after belng supplied with feodl,

190. The shortage of fecd has led the Japanese t¢ strange repasts, including
cannibalism, rather than ziving in,

191, One interrogation report says that the POW ecnfirmed reports that troops
without food have at times subsisted on human flesh, ant nests, lizards,
snakes, etc, He added, however, that cannibalistic tendencies were always
hidden from the offl cers and that the officers only kew of such things from
reportd,

192, Another POW admitted that he had spoken with participants in cannibalism
among Japanese troops in NEW GUINEA, He stated that these individuals ad-
mitted having eaten flesh from Japanese as well as Australian corpses, DW
claimed that, although he himself had eaten horse flesh, he had never partici-
pated in, nor actually witnessed, cannibalism, He further stated that those
vwho admitted to him that they participated in cannibalism exhibited extrems
and pitiful revulsion of feelinz when they realised the full slignificance of
thelr act,

193, He stated that Japanese troops had been under sueh conditions that they
were not normal human belngs at the time when the canniballem tock place,
These conditions were described by POW as continuous standing in swamp water
w t0 the armpits, suffering from malaria with 40 degrees centigrade of fever,
and such lack of fced w particularly Vitamin B - as to cause TORI ME
(Nyctalcpia er Nisght Blindness). He stated that in this conditicn troops

were unable to see the plainest objects except in broad daylight, They were
also deaf and reduced to suech a state of delirium that their only reaction
was t0 discharge their rifles in the general directicn of any sound they might
hear,

194, PW requested that this matter might be kept confidential on the ground
that 1f such a report ever reached the Japanese people 4t would be recelved
with horror, FW exhibited genulne distress during the discussion,

195, Another POW sald $hat he had heard at RABAUL that a Company Oommander in
NEW GUINEA had drawn his sword, out up a dead body, snd cooked the meat and
ate 1t, He added that he himgelf had been so thirsty ~nd hungry that 1if one
of hls companions had dled he would have cooked and eaten him,

196, Another POW sald that he had eaten human flesh onge, and that he knew of
a man who had been reduced to such sbarvation that he had killed a sick friend
and eaten him,

197, There is also evidence from ceptured documents, One diary, belonging to

en acting Company Oommander, stated)
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"19th October, Monday,

Because of food shortage, some companies have begun eating human flesh,
(Australian soldiers,) The taste is sald %o te good,

We are looking for anythlng edible and are now eating grass, leaves and
the pith of the Tako tree, These doa't agree wiih us but that cannot be
helped,

Poe s oo

"Mth November - When we ran short of rations we devoured cur own kind
to stave off starvation®,

198, Ancther diary contalned this:
"10th January 1943 - Ate human meat for the first time, It %astes
cemparatively geodll,

EFFECT OF REVERSES AND BAD NEWS:

199, There is not much evidence from POW interrogation reports or ceptured
documents of the effect of reverses and bad news on Japanese morale, What
there 1s, however, ail suggests a depressing effect,

200, One diary contained thig:

"29th October 1942 .- Heapd that our forces were completely wiped out
in the SOLOMONS, Maybe this war is not s0 easy after allh,

201, Another diary has this entry}

"2nd January 1943, Tried o contact for four days in valn, We are all
in low spirits, Messages are all tragic ones, Heard of the annihilation
of our troops at BUNAW,

'202. A third diary contained this entry:

¥15th January 1943 . Day after day 4s spent in idleness, The tencion
caused by news from GUADALCANAL ISIAND is paralysing, Received a call
from Ideut, of No, 3 SeP this evening, Think only of $he waer, I am
spenfldng my day in cemplete bewilderment, Our vichory depends on sace
rdfice" (TN: sentence 11legible)

203, A POW said that prior $0 leaving RABAUL the trocps had heard of defeats
sustained by the Japanese in NEW GUINEA and the SOLOMONS, and ag a result
they were net oo pleased at being sent to the NEW GUINTA area, He thought
the morale of the troops was not high as they all realised the difficuls
situation,

204, Another POV gald that pilots and erews hui become afrald of belng sent
to GUADALCANAL because of the losgses sustaired,

205, Two dlary entries are much more laconici one written by a private sayst

"It is regrettable that in NEW GUINEA and GUADALCANAL the American Alr
Force has definite superlority over us,

206, The other, referring to NEW UINEA and GUADALCANAL, says$

"Heard 1500 dled in the campalgn, The reasci for this defeat ig that
we did not hold the alrp superlority, Our damage 1s ered in todayls
enemy air raid®,

207, The atove 1s the only direct evidence from enemy scurces, at this Head-
quarters, of the effect of reverses and bad news, There is, however, some
indirect evidence in diary entries and the statements of PgOW, Some of these
indlcate that bad news ig suppressed, thereby suggesting that these who SUp~=
pressed 4t,at all events,dld not think that it weuld be stimulating to merale.

208, One dtary entry, written in 1942, saids . DECLASSIFIEG .
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"27th November , , . Heard that Detachment Uommander and Staff had been
drowned in KUMUSI River, Because of the possidle effect on the Army this
is to be kept a strict secrei”.

209, Another diary, written in 1942, contained this entrys

"lst July ~ Surprised to see 2nd class ciyuilser MOGAMI with her front
half cut off, This is kept secrel from our home people!,

230, A POW s2id that there was one battle in which Japan vas supposed to have
caused heavy damage to Allied aircraiv carriers and warships, but unfortunately.
very few of Japan's ships returned safely. The crews that came back were kept
from the public in such a way that the public was not aware of what happened,
Even other sailors were lgnorant of the outecome of the battles That, he com-
mented, was how military matters were kept secret,

21:, Ancther said that he had heard TOKYO and SINGAPORE news brecadcasts in
other theatres before he came tc NEW GUINEA, 2ri was 0f the opinicn that they
were inaccurate in that they ald uot reveal the whole story, He did nob
;qi think the disastrous results cf the NEW GUINEA campaign would be releaced e
4 the public,

212, Another 8aid that he dld not know whether or not Japanese losses in NEW

GUINEA had been announced by TOKYO radio, It wacs pcssible that bad news was

held back, but the time would come when it would have to be released. The '
civilian population would not be pleased when they found that news had heen
withheld,

213, Six other PsOW thought that bad news was generally withheld. buit ocae
thought, that nws of heavy casualiies would alw.yg be made public; but not
until three tc¢ six moanths lator,

214, Bight PsOW went further, and thought that Japanese war news was mostly
"propagandal or "differed congiderably from the real thing?, and that much
unreliable informaticn and propaganda was published, One salid that the press
and radie in Jspan gave cut little rews as regards losses am he did not be-.

Losses in planes were particularly low, and the majority had been termed
Mgelf-destruction”, PW thought that radic accounts of war differed wvery
greatly from actual condi%lons, The news in Japen claimel success aftsz
success, vwhereas he himself knew that the NEW GUINEA campalgn, i1f not others,
had been a migerable failure, He agrecd that the Japanese people were misled
by broadcasts,

215, On the other hand, four fthought that the Japanese news contalneld facts
only, and was for the most pari accurate,

216, Another drew a distincition between news rezelved by the troops from Head-
quarters and news recelved over ths radic; the fermer, he theughS, was reliam
ble but net the latter, for the reasen that they were tec close tohhe real-
ities of the war t0 make any seriecus departures from accuracy credible,

217, The only evidence %hat bad news mighi be a stimulant %2 merale rvefers
tc the effects of the rold on TOKYO on 18th April i9ip, One POW referred to
this and theught that 1t would glve an exira stimuiug %0 the war effery, He
had been in Japan in June followliag the raid and =nderssood thal there h=d
been 1little other than temporary excitement and apprcheansion,

e
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£ & IFFECT OF ALLIED PROPAGANDA !
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E:E: 218, Allied propaganda has taken three formei General propaganda over the
F‘%’ radio, direct loudspeaker appeals to surrender addressed to the troops, and
—:;; propaganda leaflets and Anvitations to surrender dropped behind enemy lines,
( =] There 18 some evidence from PsOW and captured documents of the effects of

each of these on the Japanese,
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219, One superior privete sald that officers and all ranks at RABATIT, were

R AR




30~

permitted to listen in to the Japanese broadcasts from Australia and U.S.A,
and that it was by a fluke that they found out that Australia was broadcasi-
ing in J=panese, The Japanese Hroops weferred to the broadeasts as "dema
gozgism" but nevertheless listered to them,

220, Another interrogation report from India states that the POW had occas—
ionally listened to the Japanese preogramme while at TOUYGOO, but that later
orders were issued forbldding listening in %0 these particular broadcasts,

221, These are the only two references from captured scurces %o Allied
broadcasts noted at this Headuyuurters,

Ioud Speaker Appeals:

222, Twelve PsOW said that they had heard the loud-speaker appeals to
surrénder and four ecthers sald that;although {hey had not themselves heard
them, they had heard of then,

223, There 1s little doubt that *the twelve whe heard them, if not the cther
four, were influenced in fhelr dscisicn %0 surrender by the Loud-speakers,
Seven frankly admitted this, while ¢ne POV csptured at C "DALCANAT said that
the loud-speakers had a wvery ncticeadle effect on the morale of his unid,
Several men killed themselves. while others went out of thelr miadqg Ad-
though the rest of the men did not outwardly show that they were effectved
he sald that 1t was clear thei they all knew %hat their posiiion was hove-
less, '

22k, A diary contained this entwrys

"16th January 1943 ~ I heard ¢rsof the enemy talling busily ia Jap-
anese Over a loud-speaker. He was probebly telllng us v0 come oub,
What focls the enemy are, The Jepatese drmy wili stick it out to %the
end, This posltion must be defeaded with cur lives, There was n0 ar-
tillery shelling because 0f the broadsast, The enemy ig broadcasiing
something vigorously at = distance, 1% will prodably have ne =ffect .t
all,

"17th January 1943 - According to $he enemy broadcast, today they ave
going to attack our positions, However, we have no fear, I went %o
the Bn. HQ, in the morning and saw enemy propaganda sheebs waich were
found in lst Lt, KASAHARA's area, The writing was very poor',

Leaflets!

225, Some 17 PsOW admitted that they had seen and read Allied propaganda
leaflets dropped behind their lines, while one sald he had heard of {hem buk
had not himself read fthem, In addition, there are w=even references 40 the
leaflets in captured documents,

226, Of the 17 PsOW, seven suzgested that they hed no effect; eight eed
that they had been infliuenced by them, and 2 expresazed no opinion as L thelw
effect elther on themselves 0w nn c¢thers, Having regarl, however, o the
very small number of PsOW cepfivred., the fact that as many as 17, represeating
possibly 5% of the total number of prisoners Japourba sheuvld admis that they
had read the leaflets, in itselt suggests that the Japarese are nut
impervious to their effect,

227y Of those who sald the effect of $he leaflets was negative, cune sald that
there were ne restrictions on their readinz them and that the somaents of
his shipmates on them were Jocular, IHe, however, thought that Shey would
produce some effect later, when a numoer of his countwrymen would “e in %the
Services who, he knew, would 10% be there of their own cholece, Another said
that his platocn leader read out one 0¥ the leaflets t0 the men On parade
and that no cemment or discuseion abeut them teeck place, They were not for-
bldden to reed them and they were not told that the contents were untrue,

Yot another thought the leaflets would achieve nothing unless the troops were
being overcome wlith hunger or sickness, when a mumber might surreader as a
result,
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228, Of those PsOW vho admitted that they had been inf luenced by the leaf-
lets, one sdd that due to the futility of the situation, and lack of lead-
ership displayed by his superior officers, he decided to t.-. the promise
of good treatment contained in the leaflets, and gave himself up.

229, Another said that he had kept a leaflet by him for some vime, thinking
1t might be useful. Yet snother said that the leaflets were the subject of
Jokes} one man propésing that they make an excursion one day sad all surren-
der together; but that such joking was discoursged and that it was then de—
termined that they showid fight to a finish, Nevertheless, feeling that the
sltustion was hopeless, he surrendered, Yet snother said that possession
and discussion 0f the leaflets was forbidden; while another added that the
military police were on %he lookout and destroyed the leaflets whenever they
found them, Yet another sald that as they were constantly being bombed and
had had no food for days, the offer of security and foed contalned in the
leaflets was very tempbing, but he criticised the leaflets for not stating
vhere he sheuld come over

230, Five cf the seven weferences ¢ the leaflets in captured documents are
purely cbjective statements of fact, neting that the leaflets were drepped,
and in scme cases briefly indicating what they contained without any ctmment,
Twe, however, are less cbjective, One said as folilows:

"15th Decembher 1942 ~ ... At 1200 hrurs, planes with vhite and blue
circles again rbserved cur positirns and dropped leaflets, I dr not
kncw what they have te say. Such impertinenced If and whern our infan—
try arrives we will annilhilate the enenmy",

231y And the cther centsined this:

"23rd Mareh 1943 . Enemy planes attacked KOKOPQ aercdrome, damaged 8
planes and destreyed 2, They alsc dropped picterial propagands leaf-
lets saying, it dresait matter vhat cur navy dces, it won't de any goed,
It was rather semething te be cencerned about™,

ATROCITIES.
IN THEORY:
232, A decument entitled "Message to the Warricrs in the Scuth Seas", issued
by Major General HORII rn the 15th November 1941 ~ 4.6, hefore the commence-
ment of the war -~ explains "the purpese ¢f the forthecning campaign", and
lays dewn a number of principles, including the follewing:

M, Do not wantenly kill eor injure the eivilian populaticn,

In battle, we must cverwhelm and cestrey the enemy with crurage and
determinaticn, However, to kiil or weund in the excitement of the
mement, these whe have threwn down thelr armg and surrendersd is neot
in accordance with the spirit of cur BUSHIDO, In particular, the na-
tlves are these whom we must lead in the future, in erder to rebulld
Bast Asia, Wantonly te ki1l or injure unresisting natives is te nayp
the hencur of the Imperial Ferces, and 1s merecver an unwe rthy act, cen-
trary tc cur missien, Hrwever, needless to say, ytu nmust net be de-
celved by the enemy threugh misplaced compassicn, There sheuld net be
one single man ameng rur warricrs in the Scuth Seas e stray frem the
path ef leyalty.

2a On nc acccunt are lecting and cutrages upen wemen permitted,

Although such ocecurrences have been rare, it is deplarable that, having
regard to the honour of the Imperial Forces, men in the flush of victory
should wantonly break into houses, and destroy or loot property., In ex-—
treme cases, there have even been vielous men who have outraged women,
Whether the victims be whites or natives, and whatever may be the cause,
this is something which will on no account be permitted in the South
Seas Detached Force. Our Detached Force shall go forward, strictly
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maintaining military diseipline and respecting public morals in every
way, and bearing in mind the Emperor's deslre that the Imperial favour
be proclaimed far and wide, every soldier, tempering sternness with
mercy, shall strive to make it manifesy, Even the sullen population -
the women - all must be inspired with the courtesy of our South Seas
warriors, !

233, These instractions, coming from a lofty level, are reasonable enough,
They, however, do not stand alone, bui before examining the less lofty
language used Dy lesser lights and the evidence of Japanese behavior, it is
necessary to refer to the statements of an airman POW who sald that during
the ccurse of thelr tralning as pilots they were taught teo respect all Red
Cross establishments, Of course, there had been cases where Red Creoss ships
and Hospitals had been attacked, but thls was rot deliterats, It may have
been done because they suspected the presence of Military targets close to
such Bed Cross Hospitals or Shps; in such cases they would not go out for the
hospitals or ships, but 1f they were hit during the course of their attack

it could not Dbe helped, They usually tried to avoid damaging such establish-
ments, but sometlimes this was unavoidable; or even due to bnemy interception,
bombs had been dropped in the target area but had gone wide of thelr mark

and caused damage to Red Cross establishments, Deliberate bombing of Red
Cross establishments was never encouraged in the Japanese Alr Fer ce, If the
use of the Red Oross is abused, or even suspected of being abused, such in-
cldents may cccur, In such cases pllots use thelr own Judgment, and are
never commanded 0 bomb hospltals or hospital ships,

23%, Sterner language was used in a revs commentary in an English broadeast
from TOKYO on 8th April 1943, which condluded as follows:

"In conclusion, a warning to U,S, pilots who still want to attack Japan,
De you know that when your plane is burning and you bail out, Just when
your parachute opens, you come inte range of Japanese gune ,.,. Remember
that a decree was issued that enemy pilots ralding Japanese territory,
_who commit cruel actions agalnst the population, will be sentenced to
death in accordance with martial law",

235, The instraction %o "destroy the enemy by dawn, kicking, scattering,
stabbing and killing them" has already been quoted in the previous sectien,

236, The same general attitude is shown in a field instructien as to the
menner in which Japanese guards should treat prisoners of war}

"Methods of directing the work of prisoners of war must be made still
more strlct, It is necessary that subordinates be tralned so that in
the future they will be capable of dominating white men and putting

them to work, At every turn we see men displaying an attlitude of diLffi-
dence in directing prisoners, as though the latter were on an equal
footing with themoelves ~ these men do not know themselves,
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You must have sufficient self-respect %0 place yourselves on a higher
level and use them like CANTON coolies, In glving orders, use bugles,
whistles, or Japanese words of command, and make them move smartly,
Those who do not comply must be dealt with rigorously and such measures
teken t0 make them do exactly as the Japanese Army wlghes,

There are some BUTAL, which, out of a feeling of compassion for the
priseners, give them t00 much vest, or start late for the place of work,
Why sheuld we waste cempassien on a crafty enemy? Such cases are a
nanifesi ation of the mistaken {deasg of these whe direct and supervise
prisoners and a weakness of will which shirks frouble, These men should

be made o realise the feelings of thelr dead comrades anl reflect ser—
“ously on themgelves',

IN _PRACTICES

237y There can new be little dcubt 0f the measures that the Japanese are pre-~
pared te take in order to make prisoners of war do exactly as the Japanese
Apmy wishes, The evidence af atroelties from HONGKONG, NEW GUINEA end the
SOIOMONS 1g cene lusive,
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238, The Foreign Secreiary (Mr, EDTN) sald the folleowing in the Fouse of
Commens on 10th Mawrch lgte:s

"His MajJesty's Covernmen$ tave been unwilling %e nublich any accourts ef
Jepanese atrocities at HONGECHG uabil these had Besn confirmed teyond
any possibility of doubt, u*“““nmJéy; there is no longer room for
doubt, His Majesiy = Goverzmcai are now in possession of 9“-tement Ly
reliable eye-wilnesses vwho succeeded in esceoing firom HONGZONG . Their
testimony establiches the fact that the Jgpancse arny at HONGEONG per-
petrated against their helplecs military prissrerc and the oivil POpU~
lation without distinction 2 race or colour, the same kind of barbari-
tles which aroused the horzur of the eivilised world ai ths time of the
NANKING massacre ¢f 1937.

It 1s kmown that 50 of7lcers =nd men of the Britizh Azmy were bourd
hand and fool and then baycnetted 9 death, I ig kmewn lhat 10 days
after the oap%t letion, wovanied were stllil L@iwg ~aliected from the
hille and the Jepanese were relus ing permission %2 buvy tho dead, I% is
known that wonmen, btoth Aclatic end Puropean, were Toped and murdered and
that onme entire Chiness die.zict was declared o brothel, regardless of
the status of the inhabitanie, A1l the survi-ows 97 Lhe garrlson, in-
cluding Indlans, Cninsse and Portuguese, have beea hevded ino a camp
consisting of wreoired hu s f1bQHUL doors, wi:LOJQJ Light ox saWLuauionﬁ
By the end of Januscy, 150 cases of dysentery haé 2ccuzred fn the camp,
but no drugs ox medlcal fact lLUHED were supp.iied, Ths dcad naf 4o De
burled in a cernew the camp, The Tﬁpdnese guart.s zre uiterly eallous
‘and the repeated : sequegi s of General MALTEY, the Ueneral OCf%cer Com-
manding, for an ,h,ewvlew with the Jépanese commarier have lLeen curtly
refused, This presurshly meanc %hat the Japanese hlgh command have con-
nlved at the condusi of thelr forces’,

280. That was at HONGIOWG.

1 coldlers were fovnd dead on fhe Ush
Octedber 19“2 = One degsoliinted and iLe cther %ied ¢ a “ree and havenekbihed
te deatho

240, In NEW GUINEA, two Avstvalian

s irom £1lied sources, She evidence from Japanesge

2Ul, The above evidencs i
t this Jeadquariers 4s no less conslusive, and is as

sourcee avallable =%
follows$

242, The official Japancss atiitude is Indlcated Ty the fellowings

243, & Japanese inf,JL;gpﬂoe repory, lssued by the Westcrn Garrigon HQ in
MAIAYA on 8th March i9L2 en4 capluved at GIRUWA in NEY CUINEA orn 23%rd January
1943 contains a table cw*ltl\d "o, 1 char® showxng resnlts 0f general round-
up in the State of SELANGOR, Oth Yarch®, This able shova ty calegories the
numbers O0f persons rounded Dy various pat“OA Leuchuuntc and the numbers

of each cabegory excculod, i ic hore reproduced f{n condensed form, in order
te show by the categoriss “he res:ons for the exezution:.
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Persons
Total
2ka Executed

Persgons opposing Japanese
treops 1k A
Suspected spies and cwners of
weapcns and subversive liter-

ature 53 22

letting 4o escape 165 30
Possessors of stolen goods 8 3
vonmonl sb Party members and

raidery 157 12
Possessors of Chinese flags,

anti-Japanese photos, pro-~
British h16 U6
Hotel boarders and dependents 83 25
J—-

Teachers 5 5
Confirmed enemy sympathizers

in peace restoration societies 3 3
Possessors of enemy cash and

securities 38 3
[SPL -

Other suspects B67 84 (inclyd-

ing{gang-
£=a 1 stels)

Total 1813 237

2lli, The evidence from PsOW and capiured documents of actual cOmmissionébf
atrocities and of the attitvde of these who witvesged them, 1s as follows!

245, One POW, captured in GUADALOANAL, stated with reference to the opora-
tions in TIMOR %hat the Japanese did not teke many prisoners there, This,
he thought, vag due Lo the fact that some of the earlier prisoners who were
captured had been struck wi%h bayonets in order to obtain information ivom

Some 0of these, he thoughi, had escaped znd had described what had

happened to other Australian troops,
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246, The evidence from captured documents, chronologically arranged, is as
followss

247, On 26%h July 1942, a NEW GUINEA native was exeéuted, This 1s referred
notebook captured at MILNE BAY:
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"Sunday 26th July 1942,
This morning at 7,00 o'cleck a black prisoner whe resisted the Imperial
Army by acting as a spy, was killed Uy bayonetting, After gathering
"all the blacks in the nelghbourheed and informing them of the death
sentence, in a manner which they could understand, they were t0ld that
such incldents must not recur, I weni alo z %0 have a 1look, with the
Acting Oompany Commander and the Commander of No. 5 Platoon, (Impres-
sionsé¢ The natives are no good, even on ihe point of death =~ squirm
and ory and are an unpleasant sight. On similar occasions, the Chinese
are quite tranqull, since they believe that they will be reborn immedw-
i?iely)".

24g, The same Occurrence is referred t0 in anobher noiebook, as followsd

1 =p

"July 26th,

Today is the day of execution of a KANAKA coptive, whe had insulted our
dead soldiers,

Left at 7.00 a,m, as the member of the detail %0 the Bastern seashore,
Numerous natives were gathered, Sentence was passed and he was t0 be
stabbed to death, Unlike Japanese, however, he was orylng. He assist—
ed in the wireless and showed a certaln amount of intelllgence, but in
hls final moment was hopeless!,

249, On the 13th ox 1hth August 1942, an atrocity occurred near RUNA, NEW
GUINEA, of which there is a good deal of evidence Tyom captured ddcuments,

} 250, A diary belonging t0 a lst class seaman conialned the fellowing refer-
encedl

"13th August 1942 ~ Natives brought in British prisoners — five men,
| three women and one child, They were lodged in sne room®,
| "4th August 1942 ~ Beginning ad about 8 olclock some of She nine
prisoners were beheaded and the others shot 40 death',

2bl, Another dlary, belonging to a Petty Officer, wecords:

"12th August 1942 ~ Natives brought in nine Britishers (men and women),
"13th August 1942 — Yesterday's 9 Britishers wore shot today",
252, hnother diary refers to this in the following terms$
‘ "13th August 1942 ~ 6 white men, 3 Australians (5 men, 3 women and 1 ‘
‘ child) %taken prisoners,
"1bth August 1942 - Disposal of prisoners at 08350%,
253+ Yet another diary contalns this reference!
"i4th August 1942 - Arrdved BUNA by MIC, I heard that three Ameriocan
men, 3 women, and 1 child had been shot t0 death - in the morning",
254, A fifth reference also in a diary 1s as foliows?
"20th dugust 1942 ~ The other day, nine enemy prilsoners (four men,
four women and one child) because , , . , (part 57 page torn and migs~
ing) malignant enemies were summarily shot 0 death!,
g
= g 255, A more detalled account 1s contained in a notebook, as follows}
=
<
p 7—‘; "I heard that when BUNA was occupled, the TSUKIOKA BUTAT captured six
f‘g% Or seven Australian men and women who had escaped lnto the Jungle, made
== them kneel on the beach and beheaded them one by ¢ne. In the case of
:ja‘ one of them ~ a5 girl of 16 « they bungled the cuttlng and held her down,
=< sereaming and crylng out, while they cut off her neads The soldier who
(A told me thls eald the elght was more than he couid stand, I am told
| Kﬁ that they threw the heads snd bodiea into the seal,

256, A POW, captured in NEW GUINEA, who had no*% h?agelf witnessed the execu—
tions but hed heard detatils of them a couple ¢f days later, said that there
were four men, four wemen and a child of about 7 - he thought a bBoy, The
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mother of the chlld was absut 25, He did not think the mean were scldiers,
Two of them were about %0, He had heard that the party had been kept over-
night -ic whal used ¢ be a garage and were execuheld *the rext mornipg, Mo
order was given theat the Japanese soldlers ai BUNA shitwld witness the exeeu-
tion, Attendan&e was voluntery. Svme atbendel, vilrerneTemained in theiwr
billets, Spectators were fallen im to wliness the execcuti®ms, The captives
were made to kneel dotm by the grave amd were killled Jne by one, not al . 59—
gether, The mother and child were the last %2 he killed,- The mother was
holding the child, who was cvying, in her arms, when she was' shot, The child
was then alse sho%, The other cepiives were shahbed wlth baydaets,

2h7, This POW gald he and his friends were ughamed of the incident, He
thought such treatment very Srutal and improper, The child, in particular,
was pitiful, He thought it a little ecruel’ cn the part of the Bu Cdr,

2h8, It is almost certaian thal the people whe were executed were the Mig-
sionary's household at BUNA, who had vefused tv leave when the Jepanese ap-—
proached,

259, On 28th Avgust 1942, an Ausbralian oFf cer wes captured in the BUNA
area, He aisd was executed. Thsre arve two veferences 4o this in capbured
documentsé

260, 0Oné diary containe this entry:

i2gth August 1942 (BUNA) 180 houwrs -~ Uszphursé one Australlan afficer
ard killed himf¥,

261, #nother diary statest
"ogth August « Clepitured one Australlan oiilcer, Decapitated him",

262, On the 20th Sepfember 19%2, another izsident seems te have oceurred,
4 captured Ziary refers to0 thig in the followiuve terms. The incident re~
ferred %o appears to have %alien place at GIRUVA <n IJEW GUINEA.

"20th September 1542 . The death senience was passed by the TAT
Comdr on a KORBAW labourer, Tt an apolicgy To: him was made by the
group-leader, ZINNAN. However, the TAI cummaander then ordered that
this KOREAN be bLeasen ty other XOREANE, Heo was beaten until hali dead,
I will never experience such a thrill sgein in all my Llife¥,

263. Tet another particularly cold-olooded incident is reported in a diary
captured in the SOLOMINS, as having Sakesa piace uvn £oth September ISU2 at
GUADALCANAL., This eatry weads es vollovs:

"September 26th (pres, 1942) ~ Discovered and captuved the two pris-
oners whd escepsd last nlgh% In {the Juvngie, and let the Guard (o, guard
them, To prevent their escaping a secounl .ime, pisiols were fired at
their feet, tut it was difficels to hit thenm

The two prisoners were dissected while sii i
YAMAJI, and thelwv livers were taken oub. srd tor the first time 1 cow

the lunternal organs of a human being, It was3 very informative,

Olose by the furious souni of cannon and wlf'le firing could he heard,
e o / " o .
vhile the guns 47 naval vessels also shelied us, Tonight made prepara-

tlon 5o that we would Ve avie 4o start aciion at any time, and wen®t te
sleep,

26l, Another omincus ceference 1o a medical oificeris aciivities is rontain-
ed in a diary cap tux =G

L NEJ G e in NEW GUINEA, which vefer: 0 an incldent ab BASA
1 4. L3

"19th November 1542 ~ Our patrol sacountered enemy patrol near the
Plantation and after firing two ghote we cepbured two prisoners, These
Prisoners were exccuted by Medical Oaptain EFATO of 14th Pioneer Unit'.

iiS. - g Jiater, an Allled Alr Force officer, whe had crashed
ar LAMAUA, was murdered, This ie described by a Jeapanese eye~wlitness,

in a diary, as follows, The heandi is hi T :
fnal, hae been onitted: ading 8, he date, given in the orig-
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"BLOOD GARﬁIVAL“

sessorss A943L AYY Four of us {Tecknician KUROKAWA, NISHIGUCHI, YAWATA
and myself) assembled in front of the HQ at 1500 hrs. One of the two
members of the crew of the Douglas which was shot down by A/A on the 18th,
and who had been under cross-examination by the Tth Base Force for some
days, had been returned (o the SALAMAUA Garrison, and it had been decided
to kill him, TAI Cpmmander KOMAI, when he came t0 the Observation station
today, t0ld us personally that, in accordance with the compassionate senti-
ments of Japanese BUSHIDO, he was going to kill ‘the prisener hiamself with
his favourlte sword. 8o we gathered to observe this, After we had waited
a little more than ten minutes, the truck came along,

The prisoner, who is at the side of the guard hcuse, is given his last

drink of water, etc, The Chief ledical Offi cer, TAI Commander KOMAI and the
HQ Platoon Commander came out of the officers! mess,wearing thelr military
swords, The time has come, so the prisoner, with his arms bound and his
long hair now cropped very close; totters forward, He probably suspects
wvhat is afoot} bub he is more composed than I thought he would be, Without
more ade, he is put on the truck and we set out for cur destinatien,

I have a seat next to the ‘hief Medical Officer; about ten guards ride with
us. To the pleasant rumble of the engine, we run swifily along the recad in
the growing twilight. The glowing sun has set behind the western hills,
gigantic clouds rise before us, and the dusk i1s falling all arcund, It

will not be long now, Asg T picture the scene we are abeut tn witness, my
heart beats faster.

I glance at the priscner{ he has preoably resigned himself te his fate, As
thtugh saying farewell %0 the werld, as he sits in the truck he lecks abecut,
at the hills, at the sea, and seems deep in theught, I feel a surge of
pity and turn my eyes awvay.

As we passed by the place where last year cur lamented HAN leader was cre-
mated, Technician HISHIGUCHI must have been thinking about him tec, fer he
remarked, "It's a long time since we were here last", It certainly is a
long time, We could sec the place every day from the observation post, but
never got a chance to come, It is rearly a year since the HAN leader was
cremated., I was moved in spite of myself, and as I passed the place I
closed my eyes and praved for the repose of SHIMIZU's soul,

The truck runs along the seashore, We have left the Navy guard sector be-
hind us and now ecome into the Army guard sector, Here and there we see
sentries In the grassy flelds, z2d I thank them in my heart for their toil

as we drive on. They must have g0t 1% In the bombing the night befere last -
there are great holes by the side of the read, full of water from the rain,

In a 1little over twenty minutes, we arrive at our destinatien, and all get
L i 2

TAI Commander KOMAI sbtands up and says t¢ the priscner, "We are now gring &e
kill you", ‘When he tells the priscner that in acecrdence with Japenese
BUSHIDO he weuld be killed with a Japanese swerd, and that he weuld have

twe er three minutes' grace, he listens with bewed head, "TAIIN - i.e, the
prisener -~ says a few words in a low voice, Apparently he wents te be
killed with cne stroke of the swerd, I hear him say the word "One! (TN,
English), The TAI Commander becomes tense and hig ¢
plies "Yes" (T,N, ip English),

New the time hag come, =nd the priscner is made t¢ kneel en the bank cf g

bomb erater filled wish water, He is apparentlyresigned; the precautien is

taken of surrounding him with guards with fixed bayonets, but he remains
calm, He even stretches out his neck, snd 1s very brave, When i put myself

in the priscner!s place, and think that in one more minute 1t will be grrd-

bye tc this werld. altheugh the dally bembings have filled me with hate,
trdinary humanp feelings make me Ppity him,

»8 drawn hie favourite swerd, It is the famcus OSAMUNE
°¢ us at the observaticn post, It glitters in the light
iver down Ty spine, He teps the prisrner's neck lightly

’ © blade, then ralses 1% abrve his head with bagh arms,




"—_’_—1"""""ffF_:__________j'-'-'-'----.--...'........."ll

s (o

and brings 1% dewn with s SWEED.

I had been standing with my muscles tensed, but in that mement I clcsed my
eyes,

SO e - TR et be the scund cf bleed spurting frem the arteries,

With a sound as though something watery had been cut, the body falls forward,
It 1s amagzing ~ he had killed him with one etroke, The onlookers crowd for-
ward, The head, detached from the trunk, rolls in front of 1t, SsH !

SSH I .... The dark blood gushes out,

All is over, The hesd is dead white, like a doll. The savageness which I
felt only a little whele age 1s gone, and now I feel nothing but the true
compassion of Japanese BUSHIDO, A senior cerperal langhs loudly, "Well, he
willbnter Nirvana now!" Thn, a supericr sesman of the medical unit takes
the Chief Medical Officer's Japenese sword, and, intent on paying eff ecld
scores, turns the headless bedy cver on its back, and cuts the abdomen Cpen
with cne clean strcke, They are thick-skinned, these XETO (T,N, "Hairy
foreigner" - commen term of opprebrium for a white man) - even the skin ef
their bellies is thick, Not a drep of bleed crmes fut of the bedy. It 1a
pushed cver inte the crater at once and buriled,

New the wind blows mournfully and I see the scene agaln in my mind's eye,
We get on to the truck again and start back, It 1g dark now, We gzet off

in front of the HQ, I say goodbye to TAI Commander KOMAI, and climb wp the
hill with Technician KUROKAWA, This willl be something to remember all my

life, If ever I get back alive 1t will make = good stery to tell, so¢ I have
written it down,

At SATAMAUA Observaticn Post, ...,.. 1943, 0110 hrs, to the sound of the
midnight waves,

NOTE: The priscner killed todsy was an Air Force TAII from MORESBY, Ha
was a young man, said t0 have been an Instructor te the A,T.C, o4 MGEEEEY."

266, The atroclty of this murder is rivalled onl

¥ by it s nrratien and re-
quires ne ccmment

o What is t0 be ncted 1s that Major General HORIITs lofty

ich is unmiséakeable in the acctunts of both the

rs only assumes the dlsguise ¢f a sclentific demen—
stratien in the dnctor's cperaticn.

8th Octcber, 1943,
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