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GENERAL, 

l The en emy 1 s char acter has al ways been regarde d. as an import an t factor 
• in war. It s intangible qualHy, however, open s up vast fi elds in which 

amateur psychologist s can find suppC"r t for a l mos t any oonclu aion agr eeable 

tc- the ir cwn temperamenta l pred.5.spositions, . 

2 This makes the collati0n ~f the available evidence an extremely dif f i~ 
• cult task. Mcra1e in the field. when in face C"f the enemy, ha~ a reasrnably 

self-evident meaning., Thiss however, is nC"t true ('If those aspects of charac­

t er wh0s e rrots lie far deeper in the r acia l qualities ('If the particula:c 

enemy cC'ncerned. 

3. It is the purpooe cf tM s memorandum to bring together under appr0p:i.'1.ate 

headings all relevant data from enemy s0urcea avAi.lable at thi~ Headquarters? 

UnfC'rtuna tely , only a cC'mpa:rativel y f ew J ;p:i.nese pds0ners have anywhere been 

captured, MC' st of the A.Vai l abl e info1·matiC1n, therefC're , comes from captu:.·ed 

diari e s a nd l et t ers. 

4. The extracts are, for the most p art, fr0m d0cuments and frC'l m report s 0f 

the inte rrcgati0n Clf PsOW ca:ptured in the South West and _Sc-uth Pacific· 

thea tres. Th0se d C'l cuments A.nd i nterrrga.ti<'n repc:-rts frC'm India, available 

a t this HeadQuartera, have, hrwever, a ls0 been crnsulted, The translati0ns 

of drcuments and the interr0gati0ns cf prisoners captured in the S0uth W0st 

Pacific which are qu0ted or referred tc have been issued by A.T.I.S 0 Those 

coming from <'ther theatres have been translated in th~s e theatres 4 

?• An a ttempt has been,made tnr~ugh~ut tr g ive suffi cient p articul ar s of 

the· srurce of the infc-rm~.tirn tr enab.Le its weight tr.- be assessed., No r ef ­

e r ence s tr origi nal d.rcument s ha~:e been given. These ar e , h<'wever, in nearly 

every case, available at the ;,.A.P ,r.::;, Sectirn C'f this Head~uarters, :lf re ... 

a_uirea.. 

6. Th~ .. r.~~s r.,f the persons qua '~ed fr(lrn diaries and inter rogA.tirn reprr·cs 

· have no\; ir-te8n given, partly becau. se t hey wer e in many cases n0t knrwn ana. 

partly ~ecause, for the purprse of this memorandum, they are in most cases 

of little significance. The vas'i; majority, however, were non-commi ssi0ned0 

Althciugh not more than 500 POW 5.nterroga.ticn r eports have b een crnsulted 

it is nevertheless felt, having Tegard ~(I the many dcicuments qu~~ed, tha t 

the extracts here set C'ut and ·che c<:nclusirns indica ted fairly r epr esent a 

cross sectirn (If the J ap anese charA.cter in war- as it has r evealed. it sel f up 

tC' the present , 

7. No comments and opini<'ns 0f outstde 0bserver~ rn the J apane se charac t e:::­

haVe b een quoted, except tho se C"f J0seph Ce Grew, the Uni t ed Sta tes Ambassa­

dr.r t0 Jap an, 1932 t<' 1941, p'l!blished in his "Rep<'rt fl"C'm TOKY0 11 • This ex•­

ceptirn has been made be c~use Mr • . G-rewt s C'bserva tirns Clften throw a gr.rd 

deal 0f light 0n the subjed un6.e:- discussi<'n~ and h elp tr r e l ate the da·~a 

trom captured srurces, which primarily reflect the a ttHudes and r eactirns t"f 

Service per s<'nnel engaged in fignt1.ng the war I t<' t ho se of J apan fl.lld t he 

J apanese perple as a whole. 

111 knrw J apan", writes M_•, G:,:, ew., 11 :C lived there for t en years., I kr..'.'.'.'\f 

the J ep ~nese i ntimatel y ., ~'he J a_p anese will nM; cra ck~ They w-5. 11 nr t 

cra ck mrral ly or p sychr-l0gi ,:;au.y or ecrnr.mical l y, even when eventual de­

fea t stare s t hem in the f ace ~ They will pull in their belt~ a nrther 

n~tch, reduce their rRtions f r om a b('lwl tr~ half b~wl of rice, Rnd 

fight tr the bitter end., Only by utter physicru. destruotirn C'r uti e r 

exhaustirn rf t heir men and ,mate~ials can they be defea ted.. That 1s 

the difference betwe en the. Ger mans and the Japfmese . That is wha t we 

a re up again st 1 n fi ghting J°~ ", 

'W~ • ~~id be deluding ourse l ves if we beli eved t hat a ny per S<'na.1 s acri­

fices wh i ch the J p_panese pe(lp le 
1
tight be cal l ed Uprn tr make wC'uld l ead 

tr a ny cracking <' f their m0r a l e o 

• •• •• •• 
"TC' O long h ave 
i fi c ant p ersC" n 
a chi evemen t s. 

we nurtur ed the illusir-n tha t t he J 8P a nese i s a n insi gn­

whC' se achievemen t s ~r e p 00r i mita ti rns ~! rur rwn 

He i s A. cle"1!er F1.nd da nger0us enemy ... <'ne ~,hr- wi ll cci mpel 
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u s to use all the intelligence 2.nd a ll t he strength of which we a r e 
capable in order to bring about hi s ·defea t 11 • . . . . . . 
IIBut above alli according to both /t he J ap ane se t hemselve s ana. outside 
observer s , the mo st i mpor tant f actor s co ntributing to Japanese victor­
ies i s t he spir~.t which per meate s all t he a rmed forces of t he Empfre . 
Thi s spirit , r ecogni sed oy compet ent military men a s the mo st vit al 
intangible f actor in achieving vi ctory, ha s been nourished and perpet­
ua t ed since the foundatinn of t he modern J apanese Army. But the J apan­
e s e have been car ef ul ·t; n d.evelop a t -r emendous fighting spirit , in t he ir 
a r me d s ervi ces a nd p eop l e Rlike. Indeed, the J apanese armed s ervice s 
and t h e J apanese nati on have become so closely identifi ed tha t it is 
difficult t C" tell wher e rne s trp s and the other begins'"• 

B Captured document s and Pri sC'ner s of War have given scme indicatiC"n of . -
the na tur e a.nd. quallty C'f ·i;hi s spirit . 

PATRIOTISM. 

ATTI TUDE TOWARDS EMPEROR; 

9
• Mr . Grew writes; 11The pe0pl e nf J apan a re whC'l.l y unit ed i n t heir sup-, 

pert ('If their a.;:·mod f orc es Fi nd 0f t hi s war, si mpl y becA.us e it is declar ed ·l; c­
be the will c f the Empe:.rcr~ T0 rppo se the will rf the ThrC'ne, the will 0f 
the SC'n cf Heaven , i s unthi nkabl e in J apan. Disloyalty to the Empercir, ·t0r•, 
wruld shame their own ancestors - and ance stor wC'r shi p , the patri0tic f aith 
c alled Shintri sm , i s t he f tmd:=tment a l f a ith C'lf the entire cC'untry 11 • . . . . . 
IIThey a r e united, Thei rs i s a unHy r.f solidarity. 
t h eir wa r gover nment me.y be , t hey supp r rt it I They 
of their Emperor Pnd! t hrr-ugh hi m, in t he rightness 

Fc~li sh C'r wi se t h0ugh 
beli eve in the divinity 
C'f t heir wa r l eader s 0., 

10. Thi s gener aJ. attitude t 0w::,,rdo the EmperC'r i s r eflect ed b0th by PsOW nnd 
in captured d<'cu.ment s ~ One POW I R superiC'r p ri 'Va t e captured off t he 
TROBRIANDS on 9th MRr ch 1943 , i mmedi a t e ly ro se and s teed tr a tt entirn when a 
r ef er ence was m:=tde 1 du.:ri ng questi r ning , to t h e Empercr ; an0ther , a Bt)mber· 
Pilot of t he rc'lnk ci f 11 eut enqn·~ 1 capt ur ed i n the SOLOMO~S en 11th Septembe:-
1942

1 
when asked f or hi s ~pini C' n as t c the EmperClr I s attitude t<"wc'l rds t h e 

war r ep lied thAt tC' the J apAnese pe<'p l e he WAS GC'd; F\Ild Fl. third, a pe t ty 
officer, CAp t ured nea!' BUNA C'n 3rd J Rnu~y 1943 1 s t a.t ed t he.t he hi msel f 6.i d 
n(lt be li eve in war, ou t had n0 thi ng t0 say abrut the Empercr 1 s part i n t he 
war, since tha t t0uched ~ matter that was not discussed by J ap.q_nese . 

ll. A c ap tur ed l e t ~er fr0 m a m0ther to her s0ldi er son illustra t es the spi1....._ 
itual subc-rdinA.ti 0n '00 t he EmperC'r whi ch i nspire s, a t all event s , SC'me Jap-­
Anese . She wri t es C'n 4th Ap:d l -- "Yru a r e my s C'n - Md ye t you A.r '3 n0t my 
son, You Rre the srn of th8 Emperor, Your b0dy i s not yrurs - it bel ong s 
tr t he Emperrr 0 Therefo re yru m·ust t ake gc('!d car e C'f Y('ur self. Day and 
night I A.Ill p r aying fl"'r yC' ur safet;yr Gr. d and I: yrur mrther , wi l l always be 
with y0u 11 

t 

12. Perhap s a little m0re intrC' s~0ectively self-cr-nsciC'us , but n C' t fC'r t ha,; 
r easr.n any th e l er:is s i gn1 fic Rnt I is t he fo l10wi ng extr act frC'm a di A.ry & 

"Just at R moment when ·t;he p rotrA.ct ed Wflr i s at it s height , we Are 
l y i ng i n OANTON Army HrspitRl in

1
Chi na. Hr w disloyal we are tr Hi s 

I mper i a l Majesty) WhA t a r egr et. H0wevei- 1 R time wi ll cc-me when we 
shF:J.11 b e Ab:.e tr rep4y Hi s I mperia l kindness by p erfo rming C'ur dut yil ,. 

l It is tr be rbserved h0 w physical incapacity t r f i ght becC'mes endriwed wfth the moral ~ualit y rf disl oyalty tC' the Emper0r. How thrse whr truly 
s erve him must cr rnrnit t hem selves ir:~;~~:~!~ is shrwn by the f0ll 0wing st an~R 
from a pamphl e t i ssued tc. J ~panese 
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11Across the sea, 
Ootp ses in t he water, 
Aero ss the mount a in, 
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Corpses pil:ng up on the f i e ld, 
I di e only f or the sake of the Emperor) 
Will never look back. 

14. The same spirit is appar ent in some lines writt en by a Japan6se airman 
on the back of a map. The airman had been shot down into the s ea off the 
NEW GUINEA. coast, had drift ed about in the wat er for several days, and tried 
to make his way back to his compatriots by improvised r afts, He wa s alone 
in the sea ·with no r eal hope of r escue . 

"My honoura1ble and able me.chine is buri ed in the depths of the sea and 
has been prepar ed for knighthood. 
Why should I be afr~id of E\Il enemy 10,000 million s t rong . Now that the 
EmperorTs favour has not been repaid, I 1d like to live and go into 
anrther battle. If I di e , 1 111 'be c1.t ease, but l: 111 C"nly di e frr my 
Emperrr and Cruntry. 
Again the setting sun finds me rn a lonely i s l and in the South Seas. 
I see enemy plane s cverhe <,.d ever y day. As 13. disapprinted devil I came 
tC' r ealise my p<' sition (Inly a t death 1 s dC'rr. Up tr nC'w my 1C'y8lty ha s 
been insuffici ent. 
What f ace have I tr r eturn to my _fC"rmer sq_uRdron 11 • 

15. The attitude tha t t he Emperor is a sacred being who cannot be dis­
cussed i s no doubt s useful i nst r ument of military discipline and is for 
thAt r eason likely to be more 1:iarked among Service personnel in t heir mili­
t ary submi ssiveness to him t han it i s among civili~ns in their more political 
subordination. Thi s is i ndicat ed by the f act th.qt even soldi ers, when they 
think of the Emperor i n r el ,qtion to their :poli tic~l lefl.ders ?.nd civil gov.., 
ernment, s eem l ess unreasoning in their attitude than when they think of him 
in r el ation to the Army, The avRilable mat erial on this a spect is collat ed 
in the s ection dea.ing with Politic s , below. 

ATTI.TUDE TOWARDS MOE AND COUNTRY : 

16. Mr. Grew writes: 
"Because they are t aught t hPt t hey descend fro m the gods, the J ap anese 
are not allowed to know the scientific and hist()rical truth Clf their 

·-racial origin, They ar e l ed to believe - and many do believe it - that 
they are different from the r est of the world. Just the other day a 
broadcast from J apan , intended for .Tapane se ears, announced : 11 J apan 
i s a nation made by gods . J apan is a mother nation, and those who are 
born in J apan are born of God. We are the gr eat est people in t he world 11 • 

17. Aft er pointing out t hat the J apane se militari st s saw that they could 
not l ead their p eople into war for econ('lmic r ea s()n~ f or the sake (If booty , 
on r eligirus gr('lund~ for t he old shftbnleths cf p ('lwer, p~litics or for dated 
nPtional ambitions , Mr. Grew point s out that: 

"They t urned to r aci ali sm. Race sounded sci entific, They had an a t ­
t entive And docile audi enc e. The JapP.ne se 11:mguage i s peculi ar, Few 
of J apan ' s nei ghbour s show cl epr evidence of blood kinship with J apan. 
The ancient myt hs of J Apan 1s Divine Empire wer e a t hand1 r eady to be 
r ecast i nto t he pseudo sci entif i c t er ms of Met ropolitan men. The 
J Rpane se Race WR S singl ed out PS the Ma st er Peopl e of t he entire wor l d 
The ancient saga s of J apan wer e twi st ed i nt o t hi s mClder n propatanda" , • 

it.At' thi s moment , t he J apanese f ee l t hemselve s, man f('r man superior t r 
you and tc me and t r any of ourfpec-pl es . They admire cur t ech~r l ogy 
t hey may have a. lurking dread r ~ur ultimate superi<'rity c,f r esrurc ~s 
but all t <H' mR.IlY C" f t hem M.ve C('l n empt fr r us A.s hUI!IRn beings"• , 

i s. Thi s sense of na tirnal 0nd r aci pl super1rri t y is r efl ect ed 1n R CA.ptured 

diaryl 
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"I am gl ad to participate in thi s great mis sion as a Japanese . I will 
slave unto death for t he Imperial favour. I am certain that the dawn 
of the Gr eat er Asiatic Empire is near. Morale is high and my belief in 
ulti mat e victory is firm. I shall never give in .until the enemy i s 
destroyed. Our country is God1s country and I am the Son of God, hence 
I shall f ear no one. ·:r shall smilingly undert ake thi s great mission. 
Long live the Emperor". 

19. The same spirit is reflected in the attitude of some PsOW who find them­
selves quite unable to see how Japan could lo se this war. One POW, an oiler 
3rd class , expl aining this attitude, added that the J apanese did not consid­
er that TOJO was Japan f s main strength, Japan had r eached her pre sent posi­
tion in world affairs because of the inherent strength of the J apanese people . 
Another, a probationary off icer , by way possibly of pointing a contrast 10 
his captors, stressed the f act t hat the J apanese were pr@ar ed to make any 
saerifice to attain their 'aim; and a t hird, a Sgt., said that the Japanese 
w0 uld fi ght to the end, however long t he war l asted. Needless tr say , ever y 
J apanese POW who was Rsked a.bC'ut the matter emphati cally r e jected t he German 
theories of r acial superiority; the mere suggestirn of any such theory being 
regarded as too fantastic to be t aken seriously, 

ATTITUDE TOWARDS POLITICS I N GENERAL: 

20. Of some 25 PsOW who were asked about their prlitical opinions, seven 
said that they were too young to have t aken any inter est in politic s ; one 
that politics were beyond hi s understanding; and t wo that being soldiers, 
politics were not for their conc ern; while two sai d they wer e not i nt er est ed 
in politics, The others expr essed varying poli ti cal opinions of no marked 
significance, Of these, six were in varying degree averse to communism. 
One thought t hat Karl Marx 1s theories wer e an excellent ideal, but far too 
Utopi an ever to be practicable i n Japan. This POW, a Naval Paymaster Lieut,, 
already quoted in previous sections 1 had studied economics at TOKYO Universi­
ty. Another, a l abourer, thought communism had some good points if not 
carri ed t0 extremes, and 11 appeal ed to the lC' wer classes in metrC'pC'litan 
areas 11. 

ATTITUDE TOWARDS POLITICAL LEA.DERS: 

21. Some 56 PsOW were ~uestioned on t heir atti t ude towards TOJO and his 
r esponsibility for the war. 38 thought t hat TOJO wa s r esponsible for t he 
war and fiv.e did not think t hat he was r esponsible. The r est fe lt that t hey 
could not express any vi ews about the matt er. Of those who t hought that 
TOJO was r esponsible, seven thought t hat he W8S not carrying out the Emperor 1s 
wishes in the matt er. 

22, It is not to be assumed, however, that t hose who did not share t hi s view 
thought that the Emperor was r esponsibl e f('lr the war, or t hat t hose who di d 
think that h~ was, thought tlw.t the Emperor desired the war. On the contrary, 
all t hC" se whc expressed any views on t his p0int said th.e.t the Emper('l r wa s a 
peace-loving man, but ha.d t he w~r frrced ('In hi m or was fighting it for t he 
sake of est ablishing peace. 

23. Two Clf t hC'ae whr thrught t hat TOJO was nCl t carrying rut t he Emp erorts 
wiehes thrught the.t TOJO was mer el y cC'nsul ting hi s C" wn amui tions. 

24. All the ethers thrught that he was W('lrking fr.r the interest s rf J apan 
and the J apane se peClple, Fi ve t hr ught that TOJO mi little tr d0 'With the 
r ut br eak C'f the war, whi ch they t hr ught was frrced rn J apan a s the r e sult 
C'f wrrld affair s. Twr said t hat t hey could ne t under stand the mrti vati0ns 
CIT f eelings C'f such superi~r beings as t he Emper0r r r TOJO , and cruld, 
t herefClre, no t express any vi ews about a matter t hat was entirel y beycnc:l. 
t hep. Three thrught that TOJO was merely carrying rut the wi shes of t he 
Army and Navy, by whom they t hrught he was l argel y cr nt rolled, 

25. One POW said t hat if t he war shruld g0 agains t Japan, TOJO wt"ul d have 
tr accept r espr nsibi l i ty ~she wRs Prime Minister at its crmmencement. Mili w 
t BrY meddling in prl itics, ~wever, was necessAry i n rrder tr br ing perple 
t r a prrper realieRtirn Clf where prli ticians wer e l eadi ng- the cruntry. 

OECLASSJFlED 
Authority_lvfJ ITT'-/ .S~ 



---
-5-

26. Anrther POW said t hat TOJO was nrt al0ne tr blame for the war , since he 

was cnly the r epr esent ative rf t hr.se whr supprrt ed the militari s t partye He 

thrught that t he militarists and p0liticians had crnceived t he i dea rf c0n­

quering the w0rld. 

27. An0ther POW likened TOJO t 0 HITLER and sai d that TOJO r egarded t hi s wqr 

a s an cpprrtunity frr Japan nc-t tc be missed. Yet ;:i.n0ther POW, hrwever, s 8i d 

tha t TOJOfs p 0sitirn could n0t be c0mp~r ed with t hat rf HITLER r.r MUSSOLINI. 

TOJO was not irreplaceable , The war was undoubt edl y traceable to the domi na~ 

tion of t he Cabinet by a military cliq_ue and was not to t he Emperor Ts liking . 

ATTI TUDE 'l'OW,AJiDSJ_.fil!l SH ~11E:1RE A.ND THE U. S .A: 

28. There is little evi dence f rom captured document s a t this Headquarters, 

giving any indication of the attitude of J apanese Ser vicP perso nnel towards 

the :Briti sh and American peop l es~ Except f or OJce ·_·ef er ence in a diary to 

Gen . MacArthur and two r ef er ence.: to t he char act eristics of Alli ed soldiers, 

the only evi dence from captured source s comes from PsoW and si nce the pri s­

oners wer e captured either by :British or American troops and held on :British 

territory , it l s hardly t o be expect ed that they would give op en expr ession 

to any ill f eeling towards them. 

29 . The r ef er enc e to Gen. MacArthur i s as follows J 

"Thie per son who i s ca lled MacArthur must be gr eat. We must admit t hat 

our fo e is fight i ng -v-aliantly. How I wi sh to r epulse thi s good enemy11 • 

The man who wrote t his was l'l. Ser geant. 

30. One of t he other r ef er ences , also from~ diary written in 1942 1 i s a s 

follows I 

31. 

"27th NoV'ember - Strengt h c-f Australi an s0 l di er i a superiClr to t hat 

(lf Nippon soldi er 11 ~ 

The t hird , from a n instruntion1 r eAds a s follows: 

"Ways Rnd Methods of the Enemy: 
1. T~e enemy a r e mat erial ist s and pl ace Rll their r eliance in thi s . 

Either in attack or def ence they r el y chi efly upon their f ire­

power. Agai nst such an enemy our spiri t l s of the highest signif~ 

icance. In the event of a surprise e.t tack or a front a l at t ack we 

must systematicall y neutralize the fi re power of the enemy. 

2. It i s char acteri stic of t he Anemy t hat he i s strong towards the 

weak, and weak when faced by the strong. For t hi s r eason against 

u s he will t ake advant age of our small physi que more and more. 

Thi s must be i mpressed upon ever y singl e soldier in ea ch BUTAI. 

After overwhel m1. ng the morale of the enemy by the ver y daring of 

our attack, it is vital to cause him to wither and collapse com -

p l et el y. 
3, The enemy bel ongs to a nati0n deeply influenced by a singl e deat h, 

and wh_en t heir officers di e it i s cleRr tha t t hey have a t endency 

;. t() collapse~ FC"r this r casC\n we must t ake every <'ppC'rtunity tC' 

t hrow intC' crnfusirn Rnd destroy t he nrgani zA.tiC'n 0f t he ir commAnd. 

32. Mo r e generally, PsOW have m::td e the follr.wing C'bservatirns l 

33, One POW, a stoker , t h0ught that AuetrRlians were the same as Engli sht 

whc were char act eri sed by being gentlemen, An0ther, A. _,uperi<'r private 1 

r ecollec t ed thRt his t eacher used tr say t hat England was a ccuntry rf r eal 

gentlemen , Anrther, a 2nd Li eut., th0ught t hat t he Emperor entert ained 

fri endl y f eelings t rwFtrds Bri t A.in. An0 t her sai d that prirr tr t he WPI t he 

J A_p~nese pecpl e wer e wel l-di sprsed tnwards the British F.llld Americans but nrw 

they could only be cla s sed as enemi e s and the Japanese di slike of t hem was 

on a par wit h t hat for the Chine se . Three PsOW t hought that indi -v-iclually 

the J apanese did not di slike the British , even though they wer e at war , and 

t hat the war was purel y a ma tter bet ween their r esp ective eovernments~ 
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34. Twent y--. t hr ee P sOW who wer e c1 sked about t he anti-Br iti sh movemen t in 
J apan expressed varyi ng vi ews. Th1·ee s ai d it was nec essar y because of 
Brit a i n 1s a t t itud.e t01"1a.:-ds China. 15 sai d either -chat t hey knew nothing 
abou t it or coul d g3.ve no :::eason for it, while t wo sai d it had been s tirred 
up b y t he Gover nmerr;; t o pr epar e the peop l e for t he p r esent conflict~ Two 
thought it was due t o Ger man propaganda. 

35. Only one POW r eferred speci f i call y to t he Unit ed Stat es. He sai d t hat 
the mai n r esentment was t owar ds America 4 In t h e a b sence of any r ecord , it 
may be assumed t hat thi s r emark wa s not made t o a n American. 

ATTI TUDE TOWARDS CHI NA: 

3~.. Thirty--t wo PsOW who wer e quest ioned about the Japanese a tti t ude t owa r ds 
Ch ina gav e var yi r:g v~. ews,. 

37. One POW s a i d that thG dislike be t ween t he Japanese and Chinese was 
mutual, They wer e perennin:. enemi e s~ He di d not k now t he cau se but t hought 
it was be c Ru se Ohi nR Wc'ln·~erl Gt' be J A;pan I s equa l, whi ch WA. s cont r ar y t <' J ap­
a nese idea~. Three thr-ugh·i, t hc'lt thi s mutual di slike da t ed frC" m the Si nr­
J apane s e war of 18940 Anr ther t h r ught tha.t the antipat hy was du e tr, t heir 
ger gr aphic prrxi mity<) One POW s;,.i d t hat t he J Rpanese r egar ded t he Chine oe 
as fools. Ninet een deni erl thRt there was any mut uRl di slike between t he 
Chinese a nd J apa nese , The others he.d no ve r y def 5. ned views C'n ·0 h e subject . 

ATTI TUDE TOWARDS GER~NY ~ 

38 There i s no evici.ence from c<ip t u r ed dC'cuments at thi s Hee.daua r t ers whi ch • 
t hrc ws any light e n the attitude Pf the J apanese t c-wRr ds Ger many. 

39. Fift y-,four P soW \·rh<' were que st i 0ned abo ut it expr essed a number c- f a.if-• 
f e rent vi ews~ 

· i 40. Ten had never hear cl r f the G·ermans I r aci al superi0ri ty t heC'ry. Thc' se 
that had were unani mru s in their r eject i rn rf i t. Some t h0us ht it so f antas~ 
tic a s to be amused by i·:, ,, 

41. All tho se to whom t h e mat t er was mentioned coul d s ee nothing c ompar able 
in t he p o sit i ons occupied by HI TLER and t he J apanese Emperor - to wor shi p the 
former being q_ui te absurcl ~ 'G hough some few we r e prepar ed to conc ede

1 
if t he 

Ge r mans wanted to do s o , that was thei r a f fa.lr. 

42, No n e of t he P sOW t hought t hat JapBn was r ec ei v i ng any assi stanc e from 
Ge r many , or owed any·~h:!.ng i;o Ger many , C'r that Ger many was i n any we.y c0n­
ce rned with J apan 7 s war .,,_ The a lli a nce between them was pure l y fo r mutual 

· p rotection agai nst Russia 0 

~TTI TUDE TOWARDS NATIVES g 

' 
43, Ther e is a grod d eal of evi dence from captured d r cument s a nd PsOW alx' ut 
t he e:eneral a ttitude rf t he Japanese t rwards the M ti ves in t he NEW GUINEA 
a nd SOLOMONS area. The whole of this evi dence hc1s been collected and pub-, 
11 shed in a sepRr a t e memorl'l.ndumi to which r e f er enc e should be ha d

6 
It is 

sufficient for the pur po s e of this memorandum t o 9 8Y thcl t the t rea t ment of 
the na t i ves in the se a r eas by the JFl.pRnese appea r s , on the whole , to be 
reasonable both i n t heory ? nd -in pr·a ct i ?e I And th8.t t he J A.p P.ne se ~.tti t ude 
towards th~m appeA.rs t o be d :l. ct1;,t~d ~ Ftrtly by the reali Zc1tic,m1 that the na t-
1 v e s can be of g r eqt u se ·l;o them 1.n ~h e jung~e s of these isla nds, if p rop erly 
treat ed, F.tnd a s erious ~auge;; :l.f anta~~nized , and ,~rtly because they are re .... 
g ,qrded in some undefinect. WRY r-i s pote nr. ,q ,:,lli e s, if not equA.l s, in the J a_p-

G t E St Asl"' ~o,.,pr o speri t y policy agAinst ·bhe white :r;:ic e s from whom 
ane s e r ea R ~ f t h i· i i 
the J A.pane s e r eg;:i rd ii; as pA.rt O · , .. e ,. m ss on t c- 11 li b er a t e 11 the native s . 
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MILITARI SM , 

.A.T'J'I TUDE TOWARDS WAR1 

44, i"ire Grew c. sks t he q_1!1le stirm: "Why did t hey ( the Japane se ) make ,,;ar 0:pori 
us7 1i and an swers it as f olJ.ows : 

46. 

11 The J apanese attitude t o,,,ar ds the Engli sh-speaking peop l es is basef_ ·.) ;.1 
a concep t of Japanese superiority and strength and of our infer i or i t-y 
and weaknes s ~ Pa rt of t his i s the product of t heir mythology - the -:m.'~y 
neolithic mythology in t he world which still plays a part in the a:f±'a:L ::cs 
of a government r. A part of i t is a product o f nat ional vanit y~ A :r:,a1:-i; 
of i t is - 5.n the JF1.pane se vi ew - l ogi ca l matter of f act a nd well~ 
f ounded 11. 

Mr Q Gr ev, adds these si gnificant observations : 

11It is a par adox of J apanes e thinking t hat, de spit e t h eir f B.ith i n 
t heir 0•<1n i nna t e sup erio1·i t y , they beli eve tha t the man who thinks :!'1e 
i s sup er ior i s ipso fact o handicapped . The J apanese hav e known what we 
thought of them - that t hey wer e li t tle fello ws physically, t ha t they 
wer e irni t a ti ve , that they wer e not r eally very i mporta nt in t he wo:r:d. •.1 c 
men and na t i o~s • ••• • • , , •• 
The J apane s e have mAde comp ar i sons not f avriurable tr us~ They have 
point ed t0 their C' wn thrift~ and c Clrnp::ir ed it with our wa st e ful nes s o 
They have loC'ked a t their r wn na tirna l unity and nA.tirnal r ever enc e 
and have crntrasted it with our parti sanship and our r eadiness tr l a ugh 
at ourselvesc They hav e seen the comfrrts wi t h which we have sun·0und ::cl 
our s elves, 3.nd they envy t he s e : even .while they desp i s e u s frr C' u.:,:- }.lt' S·­
ses s ion and enj<'yment r f t hern 11

6 

"The leaders C'f' J'apan are not sui cidally minded incompe t ent s~ Histc:-y 
will shc.w t hat ·chey have made a misca lculat ion. but they ha·ve mi s ca J.c11'.L~ 
a t ed l ess Ghan mO \;;I \: of us suppo se. In this t hey f i nd their s trength 1\ 

A captured diar y contains t he f ollowing : 

11 The i nsp-Lring dr eam of the corning war be t ween JAPAN and AMERI CA dur5.ng 
my b oyhood days i s now a r eali t :, 11 • 

47. JapRnese PsOW hav e expre ssed a va ri et y of vi ews about t h e war 0 Of D 
PsOW q_uestloneJ. on t he subj ect 1 54 stl'l.t ed quite frankly that t hey di d nou 
"beli eve in1

! war , 11disliked tr war , 11 hat ed 11 ,-iar, wer e 11 agai n st 11 wr,r , or 
"abhorred 11 war., One thought this wa.s sel f-. evi dent as 11nobody r ea lly wl ~1 .ed 
to di e " ~ None thought war 1'1.8 such was a good thing , t hough one suggest ed. 
tha t a.n a ttack by ,:iapan on Rus sia woul d b e good strategy. 

48
0 In consider i ng these vi ews and t he proportion of PsnW who expr e s sec. 

them1 i t must, of cour nc 1 b e borne in mind t hat t hey ar e the v i ews e,,f pr:l.s-­
oner s and ar e f or t hat r ea son probabl y not a t all r epr e s ent a tive, having r e­
gard to the J apanese a ttitude towards b eing t aken p ri sonc:r and t he fa.ct t ha t 
s o f ew p ri soners ha 'V'e been t Bken~ Moreover , f! d i s t as·t e :for war a s such is ':iy 
no means i ncoL1s5. stent with other quali t i e s o f chAr Rcter and ment a l a t tHade::; 
tha t make t hose who di sli ke wa t' r.everthel e ss formi dable enemi es . It :. s ne3 · 
e s sar y, l-her efo::.·e; t o ca r ry t he axruni :iat i on a lit tle f urt hc>r : 

49. Of t hos e who di d not like wa r 1 5 expr e ased t he vi ew tha t l nt erna ',;ir,n,\·l. 
diff e r enc es could bett er be se t t l ed by other means , and tha t i t mi ght ha.7E.. 
been b ett er f or J apan t o keep out of t he war J 22 t hought t he p r ese.1t war Wt!o 
i nevitable or was a n ecessary evi l 0 The r eas0ns t h ey gave f or t h i s vie,,; 
'Va ri ed . S0me s;:i l rl tha t it wqs due t<' J apan J s over p C'pulatir n and l ack of 
living space ; s0me said J ep an had n0 0p ti<'n but to f i ght b ecau se Engi ,m~L Find. 
Ameri ca h11.d s quee zed h er eccinomica lly tc the p01nt of b11.nlcr•1p t cy~ some . a. 1~·­
tri bu t ed t he war t0 a conflict of i deal s and p r i ncip l e s ; s0me t h <'ught vhG ~-;R? 
wa s neces sl'l.r y becau se Japan had t o def eat t he n 1;1.t i 0n s hel p i ng Ohina? "' so~\:, -~ tha t J apan Uf' ul d de rive ultimat e an.vant ages frC'm the war whi ch she W\ ul . · 
('Other wi se be abl e t o get I sflrne t hA.t w?r was a mat ter C'f circumst A.nce~ whi.le 
ot h er s f e l t t hat t he mat t er was b eyC'nd t heir under s t A.nni ng. 
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50, Of t ho se who acc epted war as i nevitabl e, 8 felt t hat it was a mat ter of 
dut yror them to take t heir p art in i t as soldi er s without,. furth er quest ion 0 One pri soner conf essed that up to t he t i me of hi s cap ture he had thought that 
the war wa s a mat ter of duty but t hat since h e had b ecome i ndi ff er ent t o t h e 
question; ano t her that he did not oar e whet her J ap an won or not as he did no t ,~. 
w1 sh to r et urn ther e J a third , t hat even if the Alli e s won }1e woul d not ob- ·· 
j ect i f i t meant a speedy conclusion of hostilit i e s; wh i l e a fou:cth 1 who 
agr eed t hat war was not a good t hing a nd that he per sonally did not like it, 
added tha t he wa s out of touch with t he gener al f eeling in J apan on thi s 
ma t ter & Two other s , who wer e tot Rlly opposed to war , sai d t hat most of t hei r 
companions felt the sa me way , but as ever yone was r egi ment ed and p l aced undel" 
order s , t hey had no say in t he matter ., They, however, di d not want J apan to 
lo se t he war now tha t; sh e was in it, 

51, A captur ed civi lian militar y emplryee I who I admitting t hat he di d not 
lik e war, quite frankl y sai d that he volunte er ed for ser vice to make mer e 
money tha.n he wa s earning a t home _ I n ccntrast t o t hi s econrmic cyn:l. c i sm; 
a second-cl a ss pr i '<Tat e thc-ught that t h er e wc-uld never be an end i; 0 '\•ta r un­
l ess peop l e ::rul d be educ ated t c fc r ge t t heir 0wn s elfi sh i n'~er e sts and t ak e 
a broader vi ew of t h:lng s . Unf cr t unat el y , a ll CC'untri es cnl y l C'cked t 0 thei r 
own i nt er e s t s . 

521 A naval Payma st e r Li eut . 1 aft er di scussing t he gen er al economic p o sition 
of J apan i n r eJ.t i on i;o other na tions as a contribut i ng cause of the p r esent 
war I went on as follows! 

"Chi na gave grea-t, provoca tion by boycot ts and i ncident s such a s the 
HOKK.AI massac:;.-ea Engl and , i t wa s t hought I i nst i gat ed t he Washi ng·l;on 
Naval Co~:erence . These e~ent s naturally estra nged r el ati ons but t hey 
did not se:d.01.:i.sly deteriorate until t he Manchukuo I nci dent, which 9 :!.n 
PW Is op i ni on was 'lihe b eginning of t he p r esent trouble 0 J apan shoul d 
have acc.:epi:ed. t h e Lytton Report but t he Militar i sts wer e i•e sponsi bl e 
for del ega~e MATSUOKA.1 s w&lking out of t he League of Gen eva ~ They too 
undoubtedl y cr e a t ed the Chi na I ncident of 1937 by f a i ling t o cooper a t e 
with t he then Pr emi. er who wi shed to hal t oper FJ.t i0ns af t er Nor th Chi na 
was occupi ed,, 

PW had never t hought t he Ohina War 'NOuld end q_uickl yo As i t progressed 
J ap an Ts :L'elat :l.ons wi th forei gn p ower s r ap i dly det eriO? A.t ed ~ f...m8r 1ca 
r ef u sed t 0 supp ly ril and st eel rr purcha se s i lk 1 and Nether l ands Eas~ 
I ndi es r efu sed t c sell C'il , althrugh J ap an aotually de spat ched an Am­
ba ~sador tu Java to conduct negot i a tions. PW fully admi t ted t hRt 
fri endl y r elations could have been r e-est abli shed p r ~mpt ly had J ap a n 
agr eed t o 11 cal l off 11 the Ohina War. 

He di d no t bel ieve in war. He wa s not a soldi er in spirit and di d not 
vo ice traditiona l military thought s . While studyi ng , h e had many bit~ 
t er argument s with off icer s a tt ached to Civilian Schools, and was of t en 
rebuked0 He claimed t h at since hi s boyhood days he had been an ideali st 
and s tiE r e-hai ned t hese youthful i deal s , but b ei ng one A.mongst many, he 
cou l d not accomplish much fl. 

53. Conf i r mi. ng the op inion that the Paymaster Li eut, did not expre s s t he 
genera l vi ew, a Serg0ant who himself did no t beli eve in war was conHdent 
tha t J apan woul d fight on until half t he p opula~ion of the country hA.d been 
killed and would. carr y on in the f ac e of heavy b◊mbing att a cks ; whilo a 
Warrant Offic er who felt t hat 1 t would und(')ubt edly have been b ett er f or J apan 
to have st ayed out of t he pr es ent war neverthel ess t hought t hat J apan \oJC'uld 
be victcrious, i n spi t e of t he sup erior mat eria l strength ~f Engl and and the 
U ,S .A. 1 because of Japan r s II superior p ower and over whel ming spi rit 11 " Si mi l ar ­
l y, a Medical 2nd Lt. said t h~t, no t withst andi ng the st rengt h 0f Erit ai n and 
Ame rica, t he J apMe se pe0p l e would fi ght to t he end, however long t he war 
might l ast 1 "as th~t is in accrrd with t hei r charact er " o So also a 2nd cl a.ss • 11 d -1-h t private and a L/Cpl 0 BA.id t hat t he war was a matt er of 11do or die a n v a 
even those who would like to see 1 t end quickl y wer e r e so l ved to see i t 
through to the end and would accept any sacrific e Rnd hardship to win it 0 
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•54. There ar e , however, a few indications of war weariness .. One POW was 
out spoken against the war and indicated he would do any work t o short en the 
war, ev en to the extent of expr essing his wi llingness t o f i ght agai nst t he 
J apanese~ 

55. · Another said: 

IIWha t optimistic thought s we used to have ; such as the t aking of PORT 
MORESBY, then NEW ZEALAND and back to JAPAN ., Just like that - so easyl 
What fantastic ideas! 11 {LR.ught er) 

56 Ther e i s also some evidence of war weariness i n diari es : • 

1117th Februar y 1943 - Now that I have been on active service f or so 
long a time , nobody except my par ents i s of much i mportance to me 11 , 

57. Another contains this: 

1126th November 1942 ... Under Pi.ny circumst ance , l want to go back to my 
home a s soon as po ssi bl e 11 • 

i, 20t~· Januar y 194 3 ... Walking thrC'ugh R jungl e, My only plan i s to 
r eturn to my country. 

58, Two rther diari es contron similar entri e s , 

59. The fact that so few J apanese soldier s have been captured, while many 
have fo ught on in i ncredible conditions of hardship without hope of ~i~ory 
or escape 1 i s per haps t he strongest evidence t hat war weariness is not gen­
er al ... a t all events among t hose who Rr e at p r esent in t h e Services.- and t ha t 
any evidence f rom pri soners to the contrary must be consider ed as an i ndica­
tion that the attitude i s not univer sa l r ather t han that it i s gener alo It 
i s not eworthy that only one POW, a cadet , gave expr essi0n to t he vi ew that 
the war would carry on for another couple of year s or sr, and tha t by t hen 
all nations w0uld have tired r f war Md ccme t0 s0me agr eement. 

ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE A.RMY : 

60. Mr~ Grew writes r 

11 Certainly there ar e pl enty of J apanese who di slike t he Ar my l s methods ; 
t here i s plenty of r estiveness at the who l esRl e i mpr e ssment of young 
men to fight i n Ohi na; at the deat h and crippling of many; and all t he 
r estrictions and handicaps i n ever yday life ent ailed by the expense s of 
the China ca.mpai gno But t hat t he Army CM be di scredited in t he eyes 
of the people to a degr ee where its power and prestige will become so 
eff ectivel y undermined as t o deprive it of control , or A.t l ep,_st of i t s 
preponderant influence i n shA.ping national po licy, is an hypothesi s 
which I believe no one conversant with :l'a:pan end t he J p,_penese would for 
a moment entertain". 

61 _ It is app ar ent from t he p r e~ious sectio n t hat even pri soners who have 
their own idea s a bout the war ar e not a lways able tr carry t hese same i deas 
over i nto t-helr a ttitude tC'wards the Ar my and tha t their atti tude s trward.s 
the war and the Army are consequently someti me s in conflict 0 Only ver y f ew, 
e'V'en among t hose who a r e nCl t in A.gr eement with the war, Rre prepar ed t o 
questicn t he Army; t heir attitude tC'wA.rds t he Army being a mA.t t er rf 11 duty 11 , 
which they find t hemselve s unable to questi0n, even if t hey ar e in di sagr ee­
ment with the WRr , This 1 s no dC'ubt due tr t he ccnceptiC'n C'f the Army as an 
Imperia l institutirn and an expressirn rf t he Emperrr' s ma j esty , whi ch is 
clearly suggest ed by such instr uctirns tr rfficer s and me· .s that dated 29t h 
December 1942, which was r ec ently CRptured. Thi s st at ed : 

11The I mperi al Army is an l mmC'r t Al ar my and we A.r e i mm0rtPl sr ldi ers,, 
From time i mmemr r ial, the hi st ory <'f rur I mperi al Frrce has sh0 ~m that 
t he grace and bl essi ng C' f Heaven has been w1 th us 11 . 

Few, i t appears, even amcng pri snners, have s0 f a r been prepared tc x·egRrd 
t he blessing ae A drubtful 0ne, C'r if they dr s~ r egard 1t, t ~ g ive expr ess1°n 
tc- their dc-ubts. 



62. One man: how~r•rer, on his deathbed , seemij _to have wonder ed whether the 
De ity had de serted the Army. A diary written "' il'l -1942 contains this: 

"21st Decemoer •➔ Isnf t God prot ecting the I mperia l Army7 Ah, how 
tragic i s this batt l efieldJ Fellow-comrades , a r e you going to l e t u s 
di eJ Even t he s~~.r:tts of invtncible Jap. soldi ers are despondent now. 
Plaase God ~ • • o The night fel l again~ Our end is approaching. 
Three men came to Tei nforce our No . 2 Section. Our str ength now i s 9 
me n v,ithout any L,,M .G " . 

ATTITUDE :BETWEEN OFFICERS AND MEN: 

63. Fift een PsOW, none above the rank of Corpora l, have , during the course 
of int errogati on, gi ven some indicati0n of the atti t ude of Japanese soldiers 
tcwards t heir 0fi'icer s in battle a r eas. Except wher e they f elt that t heir 
officers had deseri;ed i;hem , or taken advant age of their auth0rity, this 
attitude gener ally 1.ndicates a sp:l :l.'i t of di sci pline , based perhaps n0t sr. 
much on the superior :.cai1k cf the 0ffice r as 0 11 his p0siti cn a.s the 1u'Btc>dian· 
rf the Emperr•r Ts autho rity and the embodiment of the Ar my1 s spirit.; · 

64t One POW said. ·!;hcdi fr0m ci1LLdl10cd he had b een trained to obey 0rders 
handed down f rom the Er.rperor. He~ therefore , obey ed t he order s given by hi s 
officers without quesi;!.on 1 whether t:iey wer e right or wrong, Strict disci­
p line was mainta:1.ned ,, even ·oy NCOso In the absence of supervision, confusion 
a ro se. 

65, This l ast- commeni: su,f!;ge s1; :=; t hat J apanese discipline is mainly the p ro­
dud o f tra~.ni n6 f,nd dri l1., It i s , howe"'J'er 1 p robabl y a lso a ssocia t ed with a 
sense of r acial a nd sp:lri tual superiority I t he r esults of which one woul d ex­
p e ct to b e much mo:re evicl.ent ln soldi ers when :lndi vi q.ually f a ce to f ace i n 
battle with an ali en en emy, ·t;han i•rhen among themseJ.ve!:i in numbers and with-­
out sup e r -vision, when confusion mi ght ari se 0 The a l mos.t f a natical r ef usal 
of indi ·vi dua l soldiers 1 wh,m alone or in small gr oups , to admi t defeat c e-r-
t ainly seems to sagges~ t~is, · 

66, The following ext:-.~act s from the stat ement s of PsOW, whC' se sense of di s­
cipline may be presumed tr oe less than t hat of the majority, are indica tive l· 

67, One POW said -tha t the t reat ment 0f men by superiors was se-ver e . The 
J apanese A1:my 'JTas m06.elled <'n Spar"'w a.n lines a nd di scipline was maintained a t 
high pitch., Ins-Gan-c (•bedience was d·emanded and :i.n nC' case c0uld ·a cC'lmmand 
r.r r:rder b e ques·~i on eda YAMATO DAMASHI ( the Spirl t 0f J apan) was C'nly ob­
tained by -~his :dgid ·t:..~ainlng, 

68. Another sa id t ha t tre11.';mGnt of men by superi or s in barr ::-.cks in J apan was 
bad , but L1 fozr\·1ard areas men were treat ed with mo r e consider a tion. Di scip ­
line was rnaint a ined. b y ·talks f r om superior officers. 

69. Another P'JW said t hat di scipHne in the Ar my was ver y strict. Little 
physica l puni shment was inflict ed, bu:b men were f requently A.dmonhhed in 
loud tones for the slightest r easo n-0 .Anuther sa id tha t t he handling of men 
by superior off icers ~aried7 but was generally strict~ Recruit s were trained 
by olde r sol diers Md t;here were isola t ed cases .of rough trea tment, 

70. Anothe r ~ who did no t ca r e . fo:r Army U f e , sa1.d that C'f fi cer s were -very 
hard on men , but. that since t he 0utbreak 0f -war 7 har m("lny between C'ffic ers 
and soldiers had b een stre ssed~ Di sci p line was ma i nt ai ned at a high l evel, 

71. Two otherss who wer e sa tisfied ~th their Army jobs, sRid t hat soldi ers 
were not ill-tr&a t ed b ;i ') fflCcrs, but that discipline WA.S extr emel y s tric t o 

72. Yet another sa id that r ecruit s went through a rough time for t he first 
year, but were not n e t~c ssar ily kno cked about by their superiors. 0ffi:: ers 
never int erfer ed with Sergea nts and Oorporals i n tra ining or i n puni shment t 
of men. Specia l instructlons wer e issued in 1942 , d eal ing with the trea tmen 
to be a ccorded to r ecruit s

0 
This put a stop to indiscrimina t e bullyi ng such 

as he had under gon e a yea r p r eviously. Discip line wa s strict , -----:::-:=~--DECLASSJ~ 
A uthori ty_MJ f./ .S~ 

- ----
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73. Anothe r confirmed thi s , when h e SBid tha t t he treat ment by sup erior s was nov, reasonabl e 1 but when he was fir s t called up I the l!len wer e sometimes b12aten and cuf fec. < Di sc i p lirie a lso was not as strict as formerly , owing , he thought, to men of all ages bei ng mi x ed tC'gether. 

74. A Naval man sai d that, during hi s fir st yeAr , h e experie nc ed r ough treat ment fro m 1st clFls s seamen, f rom whom he r eceived many cuffings.. While thi s wa s not offi ciall y s anct10ned, it wa s wi dely done , but care was t aken net to i njure or d.i sf i gure. He knew r.f instances when ·s enior men had r e­c eived r epri mands from P,Os. for these acts. P , Os. a nd rfficers never struck men t hemselveso Discipline in the Navy wa s strict and well-maintained.0 

75. Another POW was agr eeably surpri sed, when captured , to observe t he gr 0d f eeling that appar ently exi sten between men and offic er s of the Austr a lian forces
0 ~h e::.."e :s no such comradeship i n the Japanese Army, where discipline i s rig i d , J apane se officer s, part icularl y t hose of junior rank , and NOOs., treat their men -very badl y . ln consequenoe 1 it is not an uncommon occurrence i n the field :fo r a:1 cfficer to b e shot from behind by h i s own men. Har sher treat men·~ is d.(,al·li out by the off ice r s in the Artillery than in t he I nfantry, as there are fewe:;.• opportunities of r eprisals by the men. 

76. The diary e~tri es of a seaman contain a gnod d eal of evidence of cuffing : 
1120th i;'e"brD.ary 1941 - I n loading the gun I dropped the shell because of clumsy h3ndling on deck and was censored s ever el y . It wasn 1t once but t1;1i ce~ ~~ , •• ,. At gunnery drill we had amn supplying drill , Salvo fi ring inte1•·val is 18 seconds. Nobody can do it i n t i me 'by hi mself, but the seni or ]"CO unc:cncernedly r epri manded me f or being slow. That t hough·~J.ess ) no i sy fellow! 11 

••v ooo c-
ll2Qt h Mar c:1 1941 - He.d clC'thing inspection in the aft ernoon. Assembly on deck~ \t!a s sJ. apped t wice. We had a squad af t erwa rds and I got drunk,, Go t sl appeci by t he Section Leader 11 • 

~ O D Qt!,O 

11 22nd Ha:cch 194J .. - WEts r eprimanded by the s quad l eader because I had powder on my h~t ~ That mi sunder standing fool] Spent the tntire day with ill f eeling 11 , 

· o •-\ b QQ 
11 2nd May 1941 - P.ec ei ved e. blow on head from Petty Of fic er NA:BETA". ••• o ~'O Q 
1111th MAy 191~1 - Af·i; er rui invesH gation , r ec eived puni shment ~ This is quit e f:r-=oi.1.ent nowadays. Thi nk nothing of 1t 11

1 
o o , 1tt.o,, 
1117th May 1941 - At muster up on deck, r ecei 'Ved warning on at ti t ud e from 1st Cl ass Seaman MORIKAWA, Struck b;v 1st class seaman UYEHARA. Todayls blow wn.s speci ally f elt• This i s the 8th one today • .lt i s not a good fee ~lng ~0 

• •• 0 • • (> 

11 24th 1fiay 191n H At sea duty 1 di d not fall in and was struck 4 times b y that i mtecile 9 ISHIZUKA. Tha t bi g blockhead boy who doesn 1t know himse l f ii <• 

11 28th ~fay :~ 941 ·- In t he morning struck 10 time s by senior NCO. unpleasant ai l d&y~ Tha t big fool", 
• t, ;) t) ( " f) 

Felt 

119th June J.941 .... HC'pe ther e will be war because it will be mu~h me r e excit ing than getting R scC'lding every da y " . 
10••~ ,;,Q 
1115th Jul y 19t!:;_ -~ At mus t er I struck 4 time s by FUKASE !'lnd TAKANO 1st class seamRn~ I t was pRi nfulu~ 
t,• oo~, 
1116t h July 1941 - At 05001 r eprimanded by Chi ef Navigator f or being asleep\ 
p o• • 001) 11 24th Jul y 1941 - While smcking i n latrine , d iscover ed b y a n r f ficer C"f the wc1.tch and struck 11 ., 

' • o o • o o 

KEYAMA 11 27t h Jul y 1941 Yest er dFly , s truck b y KAWASAKI, TAKANO and HATA • Inj ured my to0th and i t was pai nful . I Nil tiredft I never felt sC' bad e.s nc,w, since I jr1ned Navy_ LoC' k at my f ace , my swcillen cheek11
., ...... .., 



11 24th August 191~1 ... At nigh"i; was struck 3 tim_t:,s!1 • 

• • • • • , 0 

11 22nd September 1941 •· Was s l apped 5 times while s t anding in fo:cmation, 
It hurt 11 ~ 

....... C) 

11 29th September 1941 ·- At night the cra zy fool 1 NARO , Mine; snker -~ried 'G O 

find f ault with me t: ., 
........ e-

"15th O~ber 1941,. ,.... Due to a s light negligence on my par·i; duri.ng watch, 
I r e c eived pu,."l.:1 shment 11 °' 
•••••• Q 

1t14th Ncivember :!.941 What a nasty da:>r! I endeavoured to ho:i.d back my 
t emper but encied. ·,;he day t;s.· hitt i ng someone i: . 

77. Another pri vn.te said ·i;ha t b . the f r ont line discipline we.s mainta ined b y 
promises of replaceme!'lt s 9 i1hlch: :l.11 ~is experi ence: did. not arrive) ana. ·,v'hU.e 
anothe r POW said. tha~~ h e llad. n0 :r eas:,a ·t;o q_u estion the L1'~egri·i;;r 'J f officers, 
there is evidence {;he;i; ~jhi s fai 1:h has not 'been unI ver sa l .. 

,,. 7s. One POW stated. ·~ha'G ~fa j.Gen., n .MAGATA came in f o:r some adv-erse comment 
among the troops ,·1hen he fled :frJm GIRUW.A in NEW G-LJINF....~ by M, L. C. a:id orde:;,'• -
ed the a ttempt which w::is 'bfdng ma.cle to evacuate some st,r et cher cases ·~o be 
stopped, so that the 1v;,1 , c , cculd p u sh off. He a l so stat ed '\;h at Genn HORII 
was criticised by office1·s and men &like for what ·v,ias considered by ·i;hem to 
be an une cesssry v:as·~e o:f lives d.ur.:1.ng ·che Stanley Oampaign 9 r e si.;.1'~5.ng f:rora 
h i s 11r0ughl y r efus i ng t o Esten ;;0 the advice of his &t aff and. c i ' ~-~i.1s r 
high ... r anking 0fficer s ·~o :,.'e·t 1·eR.t t0 the cci ast earlier a nd a,-,ai·~ re:i nforne-• 
ment s 11 • 

79. A c aptured l abou.re;.." also commented that when the J apa nese sol di ers wer e 
beginning to suffer a 1·ever 3e i n New Guinea , the:ce was nmch cl.i scnss:lon a 'bout 
the poor t actica l jui gmen-~ of thei:i.- offl cers, 

so. Another POW, a Co rporal, exp r essed strong r esentment o~er t h~ abandon­
ment o f front line elements by t h eir off l cer s,, Ee sta·Ged 'thA.'v ~~'2 r-i.c:'5. m~,~1;r 
others lo st r espect for '.;he ~.:.:' higher office r s who 1ip r e2.ched t h e ffp :1. :rit cir ·l;he 
Samur a i to the men ou·t. i u ·,;"1:rn desel"t cd '~hem when the go5.ng got t oo hot 1i~ 

He added that many had ·vowe<i to ldlJ.. the En. Commt1.nd er a nd. ·!;he Regimen·i;al 
Co mmander if they eve r had. ;:,he oppo:;:·tuni ty. 

o-1. The above are the s t a t ements 0f PsOW and should be t:reated uccordJngl y ~ 
Cc-nfirmatian from captu.:.:-ed documen'i; s lndica·Hng i J.J.-.f eeJ.ing t oimr ds 3uper:lor 
cfficers is, h0wever ~ not l acking . 

83. 

A di ar y capturad in FEW GEORG-IA r.~nt~ins t his ent!"y l 

11The J apanese Ar mr is still d ep ending on the hand ·00 ha nd fi 6hting 0 f 

the MEIJI era '\11hiJe t he enemy 1. s using highly d e"?elop ed sci e;xd f i c 
weapons. Think i ng :;_ t o,er: ii0wever I this p00rly a:r:nored f orce of (1m~ s 
has still not b sen over come a nd is still gn,=,,r cll ng this isJ.p.nd~ sc it Js, 
something worthy t) f comment, But this is no time f or prai seo More ·i:;han 
likely they have some·~hi ng in t he r ear., If the A:I. r a nd Navy Forc e s 
don J t move , this i sland will soon be t a kene If we as wel l 1:1.s t h3 enemy 
wer e t o fight to t he encl wt t h a ll t h e ava ilabl e \tieapons t ha t each p os ... 
esses, t hen I wo1J.ld he \villi ng ·i:o gl ve up whet he r we wln , lo se , b6 1~1-
jured, or killeclo But in R wa1~ like thi s , where ,-,e. a r e H k e a naoy1s 
neck in the hand.s of an adul t, eve n if I di e H wi l l be a s:n:l -:·~ :fol 
dea th. How r eg r et f ul J My most r egr etfu l thought is rny g:-udg6 t owa.,..rls 
the force s in t h e r ear and my l ncree. s i ng hatred t o·,,ard s 1;h e oper ational 
si aff 11 , 

Ano t he r dl p, r y f1•om MJNDA record n t h e followi rus > i n 194 3 ~ 

11April 9th ... Fa t l gued f r om l ong hard shi p s : :C f i na lly co l l :1.p ~edo At 
t h i s time I saw ~he loe t~lwome f ace c> f my supe r:l ') r o Thin)d ng -.;h21.t sick­
ness i s only ment e l - ray hea.l·~h is dep ending upon s pi ri t . l never can 
forg i v e t he worke su:pc:rvi. so r l Whi l e 0n watc.:h I hHve C' f t en ·~hf'ugh°:; of 
strik i ng him wi 'i:h t he ,~5 f le.., i•;hen will my consci ence become c l ~a.r ? 
~ e f ~r e we knew i t- we ~ef t MUNDA and advanced t o t he front line • 



L 

s4. A.nether diary contA.ins the following entrfes, which ar e pr esumed t0 

r ef er tr 1942~ 

11 11th January - Staff members always preached that t hey w0ul d saori­

fice their flesh and bone in securing the well-being of their men, but 

upon f acing actual difficulties they turn t heir head around negl ecting 

their duties••••••" 
1118th January - Senior personnel are always loafing and never thin¼: of 

the difficulti es of the men•. 

85. Another diary, captured ih NEW GUINEA, contains this: 

11 I can 1t help but f eel tha~ the Regtl Oomdr t '1inks about himself" • 

• • • • • • • 
11In the morning 2nd Lieut. TAMBA came. 

I am angry at 2nd Li eut~ SUGATANI. Got tired of hearing his morbid 

suspicions. TAMBA said th~t, according to SUGATA.NI 1 he probably became 

sick just t o avoid going to battle . From the men, TAMBA 1s story i s 

tha t bullets do not always come from the front. This made them curiousn 

e6, The diary of a company officer cont alns the following i 

11Hearing the condi t ions in each company from the NCO~, it seems that 

supplies ar e not coming. Oharnct eri stic-; ar e r eveal ed which are not 

known und er ordinary circumstan ces, such as the t rue nature of human 

being s. In a certai n company the messmen a t e 2 or 3 time s a s much a s 

the others and the offi cer s and NCOs. ate three times a s much as the 

men, A certain BattRlion OommF1.nder r eceived 100 cigarett e s tc divide 

among his men, but -he only gave one rr two t0 hi s Company Commanders, 

and he l ost almost all of hi s usual prestige. Tli:enks tr my qualitj es 

of an ordinary s0ldier, the men (If the ccmpany t hanked me 11 • 

s7. Another dia ry cc-ntains t hisa 

11Enemy ar t:i.ilery is shelling us as u sual. I went out of the frx-hC' l e 

for sClme f r e sh air. and heard an ar gwnent a.bout frod gc-ing C'n in the 

leading ea_u.ad. I wa s surprised to find out that ther e wer e such NC Os. 

Morale amc-ng them should be bett er~ At ten c 1clrck Sgt. INOUE came tr. 

apc-lrgi se.,. 

88, Yet an0ther diary has this entry. The year 1 s 19421 

89 , 

111 26th December - Ther e may be sC'me mi sunders Ii anding when I mentirn 

the value C'f cc-mr ades, but it is certainly a. :!.amentable situatirn when 

ever yone runs off and not a singl e person r emains to t ake car e of t hing~ 

Can these men be oalleJ soldi er s of Japan i" 

. . . . . . 

"28t h December M At t he pr esent t i me 1 all officers 1 even though t heTe 

i s such a scarcity of food 1 eat r el ativel y suffici ently. The condition 

i s one i n which the majority ar ,3 starving, (The hi gher officials ar e 

not st arving) . ~hi s is i ndeed a deplorable stat e of affair s fo r t he 

Imperi al Army 11 • 

The di ary of one off icer r ecords the followi ng : 

11Man;)r comr.ianders likr t o take i nt o bat t l e wi th t hem a s many of t heir 

men as possible , but , in cont rast t c- t hi s , I mysel f (a lieut enant ) am 

incli ned to l eave behind ma ny of those who ar e not r eally fit (due to 

i njurie s and sickness). Can i t be t hat I am not suf ficiently rut hl ess! 

It is a matt er r egarding whi ch so~e self-examin~tirn i s necessar y, I 

am worried becR.use I c::innot u~0.onc erneJ.ly overlCIOk ancther t s t r0ub1es , 

~nd t he f eeliQg grows on me t hRt as a commander I an l acking in sincer-

1 ty. I f eel t hat I am becomipg det Rched from my comrades through in­

sufficient mental discipline. 

"Diligent peopl e talk of their hopes." 

11 Lazy people bf!eoan t heir mi sfortunes• . 

11! will r ectify my l ack of mental disci pline by diligence and 

indust ry11
e 

T I I' , ' r • ' ' ' ~ r,. '•,, ; I " ,.,1- ' 1 ~.. ' . , 4.. ti 1- C ~;r ~ . l . . . I . 

f1I 



:, 

has bad so many casualties, but all r anks of commanders s eem to have 
lo st some of their offe nsive spirit 11 • 

90. A farewell r eprimand ·delivered by a Bn. Commander on the eve of his own 
departure from NASSAU BAY on 2nd July 1943 i s of particular interest , This 
cont ai'ned what appear to be crocodile tears in the following t ermsg 

11As with our lives in our h~.nds, we li'V'e and die together, hign rank 
and low rank, the . lack of .high loya lty and trueness of heart r eally 
fills me with an irrepressible h eartrending anguish. From the time 
that my pre sent duty was specially drawn up, X have gone wi'th you be•­
yond the bounds of life and death! we have ba ttled· for two years in the 
:firont lines of the war of Great er Ea st As.i a , and with you, have long 
awaited ·the opportunity to dea l the enemy one final, decisive blow. 
But now, through my own unworthiness, it i s my gr eate st dread tha'i; you 
may be unable to extricate yourselves from the conditions ,-,hi ch I have 
just described. 

Now, in obedience to my orders, I am abr.ut to take l eave rf NASSAU BAY, 
dear to my heart, a nd of you, 0ff1cers and men, bel0ved s0 l die:rs;, And 
as I withdraw frC'm the scene of the battler t<' gc- a cross the wave s at 
the equator I dyed with the bl0cid of my long-to ... be m0urned br·ave arid. 
lc,yal fr.llowers, it fs my earnest, importunate h0pe that yru w:1. 11 n0t 
bring trouble or mi sf or tune to the new TAI comm1rnder, no!" ·v-e:::: you.T 
superiors; that you will mMifest the deepest loy111ty

1 
wlll !lO'.; had·~ate 

to offer candid, even if unpleasant advic e , will search your own heart s 
and rouse yourselves to action. 

ATT,ITUDJjl TOWARDS OTHER SERVICES: 

91. The attitude of men in one Service or br1mch of a Service towards other 
Services is indicated by the following e'V'idence: 

92. An Army private s aid tha t he liked the Army better thl3.Il t he Navy because 
he did not like ships. He thought tha t opinions as to which bra nch of the 
services was better dep ended on pre judices, Undoubtedly , the Ar my was better 
in some thing s and the Navy in others, The Navy traditirnally treat ed i t s 
personnel better than the .Army ins0f'a.r as pay. p romct kn, food .qnd medicRJ. 
a ttenti<'n was concerned, He cruld not ru1swel' as r egards the Air F('rce., 

93. The view that the Navy enjoyed better pay and condi Uons was shared by 
two other PsOW, one of whom attributed the difference to the fact ·:;hat cailorz 
were volunteers. 

94. Another thought that the Army and Navy worked toge t her very well~ Thr ee 
others said t hat the r el a tionship be tween the Army and the Navy had i mproved 
in recent years and was 1'Passive 11 at present. 

95. • Only one POW sai d that a certain amount of j ealousy existed be tween '.;he 
Army and the Navy; the l at t er, he said, was very boastful of it s fighting 
qualities, 

96, An entry i n one diary, belonging to a man from an Army bomo er , st at es 
somewhat cryptioallyt 

97, 

11 2nd April 1943 ~ At 0800 the p l anes of the ZUIH0 took off
9 

Fighters 
and bombers, 80 a ltogether, sped away in perfect format l~n~ Though 
eruni ty existed b e tween the two I a p arting wa s sad. We waved our hat s in 
farewell. 11Good luck to the fi ghting men of the s ea 11 • 

fhis is t he onl y e'Vidence sight ed at t hi s Headquart s r s which touche s upo\ 
t he r e l at i onsh ip bet~een t he Ar my and Navy Air Services. I t i s known t ha 
t hey generally operat e separ Rt el y, from separat e ba se s, but th1 c i s by nod 
means a l w~ys true. A.nd i s quite explicabl e on pure l y admini s t r-~t i -..re groun s. 

98. Another diary cont ai ns t he fo llowing out burst : 
DECLASSJFlRD 
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111 8th March - What 1 s t he matt e r wit. h the NavyY They give t he enemy 
every chanc e t. Air :-a id 11e.rn~.ng af te:· enemy pJ.ane s have come over our 
head J, 4·th Jl'l e et i s u.s e l e ss 11

0 

SEI.J]'- SA1)RIFJ CE • 

JTI TUDE T0Wi.3DS SELF ... SACRI ]tl QB ; 

99 . Mr. Grew wri'v e s : 

"The J ap e.ne ne soldie r :i.: s t he r.e s \ll ".. tJf calculated , conti nuous indoctr i na•­
tion in z.~1e glnri e s of the mi l it a r ist sta teo Hi s wi llingn e ss t o s ac r i -­
fice hi ms elf 011 1';he lla ttlefi e l d 5. s noi.; a resu·:. t o:r i rl'l;elle c t u a1 conmit ... 
ment to a c au se~ Xt i s -~;1e r e su.J.t o f a f a r r 1 :r·e danger ou s t r a i nint; c- f 
hi s emot.~.ons f~~0m chi. ldh0nd. '.; 0 ·r e sp0nd ·\;<· tr appeal o f sacr ific e fo r 
t he Sta t e _, AJ.~. tho fC' r ce s w:C.:lc:1 have pr0duc -.3 cl :.1im - · ·~he f amily, the 
s ch0ol, compu:'. s 0:.';,r mili·~a:ty serv]. c e r Si,at, e :;.•eEgi l'.' n 1 and. t he c 0mpulsor y 
p ower 0 f t r. c.- g.:-o up over ·l;he '.!.nd:lvl6.ua1 - ha•rE:l shap ec1. h i m t o thi s enci,, 
Unqu est ).?r. : . . 1g obed5.e n.~e ar:.d. seJ.f,.,sac.d .f ice a r e hi s c:.:•een. - 0bedi e nce a nd 
s a crific e .;c the mi :t:1. ·i;ar\ s t i c s·:;ate 0 it 

100 , Th i s am0 3t rr.a s ~r ci s-:; :l c a·~,',i t urle t 0"< ·ards self- £a cr i f i ce :1.. s eviden c ed in 
captur ed dC'cu;nen·t, s wh i uh c :1 n·';a1.i.: mo r :., -~han <'ne a6.mi :Jsi r-n r.i 0ur sup er i 0r 
ma t eria l str E,Hl6t h .. an d u s s ·,,hc1.-b tn ,3r.1.9has~. s e the snper !.C':ti ·cy c f t h e ,Jap a nese 
fi gh ting spi:c::1. 'l: a:'J.C. tb'3 necese:i.t ;r fo :r! se1:t - sa c:r1f 5.ce,. 

101. One J apa n.e se o:ccle r ~. :. Ru ed. in ·~ne SOLOMONS r ea c'..s a s .,:'ollows ; 

11 Strictl y Cnnf : d.ential 0 

We a r e c e::.:- t aln to b e ,7:(_ctoriou 3 5.i'- tM. z 01J2.r , 
l " No w :i. n '.;h e t i me co o~:fer y-:iu~· li f e :f.' 0 1- H:;. s Maj e s ·l;y the Emper or·o 
2 . The ilowe,: 0 f ,Ja:pan t f: \ r:i.f&n 0~:;1 w5. l l mak e a b ay1>:10t aha r g e ~ Thi s 

wi lJ 1.) C me s ·~ fri 6 :C.'0f u'l ·ijO the f.neir.y ,, 
3. The s a emy"' s z-t re::.c;t h is :;u:-01=.d .or.· L1. f i r e p~vr3!" 1 1)1,;.~ we wi ll rne e1; 

t h i s by u'i:i :i. li zing nlgh'l; f ::. gh t;:1. a g in the jungJ.e , 
4. When the ge ner nl 8.t·t;9_ck b eg:;_ns ! ,,e will qu~:. ckl;y- ~1reak thr ough t he 

enemy fl·~mt J.ine l sej. :?; e t h8 A.'.l.i.-pOr-~ o ver w:1ir•:.1 ·.-r.J f e el gr eat. t'esent~­
rnent ·: a ncl wi ';h::>u.t :t'a.-\. :!. a.u s \·r :)y the en emy hy da~,.r:i ~ k i cking , s ca tii el"­
i ng: s t ao'b:i.1~B an d kll E ng ·~·hem,. 

5. Thu s 1.t t::l l l nu r E'ly o e a g:' ':lErt '1·l ct0:r>y f o t the Im:pe:ri a l Arm? 11
o 

102~ Another :11mL :.m· O:!'der lsr,u.ed i n GUADALCANAL r ea d s A S ~ollows: 

11 Mili t 11.ry Sec :.:·e t • In nt ruc'ulo n s J 

o l J. o :~f i 0e:r r, ~ .1d men ' "tr 'lii c i pP:cing in the GUAD-For t h e i nfo rm?.t i on 0 :'.:' 
ALOANAL of f ens~-vec 
l, It lies '\. n t h:..s (l n, E. 'b;.:i ~:t. :1.e ~0 e~1sur e peac e 1o r ti ap ru. and to p l a ce 

her ~n ,~ ~nv~ nc~~l ? ~osl~ i J~, 
2. ]hre r z, : ·ff Jc e·r nrni man mus ·: J.a? c.,1-:n h i s 1:i.f e ~-n 7-'e·i;,· .. r n fo r t h e 

Empe -r0:: t s ::'c..-:i :;:> s , 
3. As f3.:'.' a sprlsE:~b le; the r o;i r"il+J. e .3 f r om er,a-:w aLt' at t ack must 'be 

made t o Ll ec ,:eane :i.nd ·i;h0 :(\6~~; :l.nf, cpirt'.: mu 3'., l ncreFtse great l y~ 
4. You mus t :remain f L ·ml :y r e sv .Lv-Ac1 not. t o be l ed a s·t :i.·ay 'by \d l d r umor s , 
5& Thr vugh t he ·.1'i;rnJ r:'.i eff&r t s ,) l ' 61,e'j_'Y off i c er we ivllJ. auickl y 'oe '.l.r,d 

t o vi :;t;o:::;y· :-.1: the: or.'/ :\'a a;, 1 ·i; ::.s r epu·rn·::i on or t h o d:t vi s i on will b e 

enrurnce(l , 
The R.'bo-..,-e 5. s E>.H i ns i:. 11 c+.:on,, Oct ooer 13, \91+26 

I 'I'J Uni.t Co mL,a~a. 9~' 
Ma -10:L' Ge neral I'P.0 ,111 
. ., 

103. As exhorta -¼;1 0ns t he above qu.ot a t i onG would be l e s s remarkpbl e 
order s wht ch f o r t h e m0st p1:u·1 cl~, !'!03 seem to b e l.'egard.ed by tho se 
t hey ar e add:.-~r,;s€'d a :: dam£.ncL.rl!§: s.nyt hi.11{.; nm.,.s~l ., 

t han fl. B 

t o whom 

-...... 
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One diary, for ~1.ns t ance, record.::i ·i: i1.0 f ol1C\w1. n gr. DECLASSIFl El) 
Authority_~~~ 

--•-... 



11 2nd FebruarJ: 1943 .... Prepar ed to move in accordance with yesterdayf s 
order. Kept body and soul together by eating r aw potatoes at1d dreamed. 
of tomorrow 1s victory under enemy p lanes, und er enemy bombardment, and 
under constant enemy as saults. Who would have such thoughts under t hese 
circumstances but J apanese soldiers? No one ~an stop us in our efforts 
to surmount d1ff1 culties. No doubt this 1 s the way we Japanese always 
think"• 

105. Another soldier writ es: 

11Whenever and wher ever I die, I will net r egr et it because I have al-. 
r eady given my soul and body to my country and I have SP.id f ar ewell to 
my parents, wife , brother Md sister 11 • 

106, Another writes : 

11Whtever happens that may come tn our cruntry, tC' sacrifice C'ne 1 s life 
for his country is a srldier 1s r ealisati0n of his lon~cherished desire. 
When I r eceived my mr.bilize.ti<'n orders·, I had already sacrificed my life 
for my cc-untry. You must nC'.lt 9xpect me to r eturn home "• 

107. This has , u.p to the present, been the attitude of most J apanes_e soldiers. 
Some f ew, however, who have allowed. themselves to become prisoners of war, 
guiltily r egar d life a s being something precious. But they• up to the p resent, 
ar e unquestionably the r ar e exception. Nor are there many insta nces of l ack 
of courage disclosed in captured. d.oouments. fhe only three which have come tr 
the notice of this Headquarters ar e the following diary entri es: 

11 22nd December - Acc0rd.ing tr. Sgt, OGAWA, platMn l e13.dert s messenger, 
WAKAMATSU, Kazuhiko, i s such a c0ward that when he is on the guard duty 
he becC'mes fright ened and hides in anr,ther unit f s b(')mb shelter I tremb­
ling with f ear~ As a e0ldier, he is a dlegrac e", 

108. The second states! 

"1st Dec ember 1942 - Last night when enemy advru1ced in the vicinity 
of the wirel ess poet, a cert ain nwnber of soldi ers retreat ed without 
permission, Such action will be hereafter subj ect to court martial 11

• 

109. The third saysl 

119th February 1943 - Went to look for desert er s in the aft ernoon"~ 

••••••• 
1111th March 1943 ,... We were frightened at the sight of enemy p l anes". 

110. On the other hand, R diary of a 2nd Li eut enant cont Rined thit entry , 
written in l942r 

113rd December ... We were ordered to retreat, but di sob eyed 11
• 

ATTITUDE TOWARDS DEI\TH! 

111. Sel f-inflicted death as a means of atonement or escap e from t he humili a­
tion of disgr ace or shame ie traditional among the J apanese, and the inclina­
tion of PsOW towards suicide is only one manlfes'Gc1tion of this traclitic-n. 
It is not t he only one. A notebook of a commander captured at GUADALCANAL 
refers to ar. instanc e of 11.nother, Th1 s reads as follows C 

11The Divisi on Commander was in hospit al, wounded, and because he blluned 
himself fo r the death of so m11.ny of the men under his crmmand, he com­
mitted sui ci de with a p1eto1 11 , 

112. Specific ins t r ucti<'ns f or the provi si<'n t hat i e to be made t r deal with 
t he dead are cont ained i n snme offici al and. other Japanese document s t hat 
ha.ve been captured. 

113. A pamphlet issued to soldiers contains t h i s; DECLASSJ l 
Authority_lvk.J '-I 



..., 

11 In this war, ther e will be much activH.y on t he sea, Md oft en. aft er 
l anding a small debachmen~ may have to march 1eep int~ the enemy country. 
Ee prepared to abandon your dead" • 

114, Another inst ruction states : 

11 Eefore l eaving fo!' the fighting line I or at t h e l a t e st Oh boa rd the 
ship , make the necessary will 1 and have your hair ahd hails. cut, and be 
r eady to die at any time and any p l a ce , It is best for all the soldiers 
of tl:ie unit to make a Joint arrangement for l eaving the.:ec th:tngs behind, 
so that each one may be per sonally pr epar ed"~ 

115. The above instruct ion t o have the hair and nails cut in r eadiness for· 
death is intended t o provide some rem~ins that ~an be burnt in the event of 
the body itself not being r ecover a~le f or burning , so that some human ashes 
can be sent back to J apan for enshrinement, PsOW ha~e also st ated that 
sometimes a limb or other part of a dead soldier i s burnt instead of the 
whr l e body, so as to f aciJ.i tat e the task of collecting a shes and s ending 

the ash es to J apano · 

116. One POW said that he, together wi th some other men; had r e turnod t0 
Japan to deliver t o r e l a tives the ~shes of some 1500 troops killed in the 
Philippines;. he himse:i.f bei.ng :responsible for the ash e s of 121 soldi ers, 
The ashes were contained i n individual boxes, each mar ked with the name ot 
the deceased and the place of death. 

117. De ceased warrior·s are enshr:!.ned at t he YASUKUNI Shrine . Some ~o en­
shrined appear to have cau sed some embarrassment by l a t er r eappearing alive. 
This i s dealt w1 th in an L.1s ·i; r uction which r ef ers to the so-called dead in 
t he Ohina Oampatgn, who appear ed on the r egi s t er f or enshrinement submitted 
by each TAI, but l a t e r :.:e tm.~ned alive i 11 Even t hough not one point was l ef t 
in doubt or any margi a f or error l eftlH " •• "thes e per sons 11 , continues t he 
instruction , 11 have been enshrineo. 0 Later ('n to find them living will bring 
about a retraction which will be absolutely i mpossible and lead t0 fea rful 
r e sult s 11

4 Reports are , therefore , t o be under t he fr llciwing cla ss1fi cat i C'ns: 

(c) 

Oonclusi~e deaths, 
Confirmed deaths uHh tangible proof even t hough the corpse is not 
brought in~ 
Missing :per 00~1r- . 

And , for t he pu.rpc se o f t1onours and awards, the instruction p rovide s t hat 
even suicide ca ses a r e to be r eported wher e me ritorious s ervice s have been 
rendered• 

118. A loo se l eaf fro m a not ebook contains this: 

11To the enemy officer & 
I am s orry to trou.ble you, but ! b eg you to bury my body, p l a cing the 
h ead towa rds t he norb~-west~ 
I f ought brav ely ·iii l l t he h .st O The situation wa s unfavourable to us. 
My end ha s come •10 

ATTITUI,lE TOWARDS CAPTURE ~ 

Offici a l Attitude : 

119, Mr, Gr ew gives t he oft'ici a::!. at titude towa rds oa:pture in an i ncident 
which he na rra t e s ; 

11La st year , when our Count r y and J ap a n wer e s vill a t p eace , I r ec eived 
f rom t he Chinese G-r...,-e ! J1ment t he name of a J ap a ne se who ha.d b een t aken 
pr.isoner i n China an<l who wi shed h i s f runi l y at home in J ap a n t o know 
t h at he wa s a live and well, I communi c a t ed t he i nformati on to t h e Go~ 
ernment in Toky0 ana received , in due course, the offici a l r epl y. I t 
was bri ef and t o the point . The J apane se Gover nment was not i nter est ed 
in r ec ei v1ng such i ::ifor ma~; 1.r n ., So far as t hey, t he Gc,vernment, wer e 
ecnc er ned, and ~lee sc f ar a s hi~ own f amily was o~nc er ned , t hat man wa s 



It.a 

offi cia~, l:J o.efi.clo ,,.rere h e ,c 1Je :."ecogni sed as a prisoner of uar, shame 
would b (· ·brought u1;0;:-.. .i~ ',; onJ.y his own farei l;r ~ but also his Government 
and hi"s -oa·ci on ~ '. iV.i ,.: ·(:0:cy 01· Dea.th.=: ls no mere slogan for these soldien~Q 
It is a :;,18J_j_,_ , n:a-ct e:i.' of :;:·D.C'G cie scriptfon of iihe military policy that 
cont:rol s t;hc~i.::.0 :?o :"ce ci ., f rom t ·h fl highest generals to the newest recruit. 
The man / ::i .J aJ.'.1-oi';s M.use:i..f ·00 ·oe c..2:·J·\iured has d :i.sg:raced. himself' and his 
co u.u ·~ z-J· 

120~ Tl1e fol l ·:' ,:i rs,'.; sf:ln1;erlce i r ,)m a ·rrolu.,ne i ssued. i n December 1941, by the 
Japanese :Cnsp <:.c ·~o:· C·:,me:ca.'.:. ~: f' :-t.: . .ita.1--,y :0.-viaf,i0n 'c'.Ilde:i:· 'che title 11Rulc 0:f 
Conduct f o1· ,i1, :L:rc :-e,·is i1: co:if':'... r ms -~h:ls a t;t J ;;uc.e~ 

l!When f':\.igl.·~ bE:.comes impo zsi"::ile O'Ve:..· enemy te:-·ritory and you are unable 
to re·i;u.:c:u. t,., O'IJ.l' ov,'.!1 ). : :i.e s, ac·i;ion mus'G be -~ , ;:e:: to p r event ciocUJ11ent. s, 
etce f:cnm :Za'.i.JJ.:o.g int ..:-, the 0::1.c ·_ ·.' !c hm1ds 9 a ll.- y r>u mt·,:, "ii courageousl~; link 
you:c fa--; e wi th t hnt 0f yY,1.r· a:1.:i:~::·af·~,, 
Uncle:;: n ::> c:i:..~0umstR:-1c e s sh::uld :.-.Ju cling to :~i fe l;y accep~ving defeai; ~ nor 
should ;;::. ·,:. ~·J:i:-f :8·i; t h e <hgi1:i.·~y o: (I;;_:;:• Xmpe.ria l fo rcos tc the extent of 
enfo1:c:1.ng -:_;: .:;; c1:i. sg:;'ace oi ::ieL1g -i:pk1:,n :p:.~i sone:r· 11

0 

121. Cinptu=ec. f . .: : ~;.:ie:rt;n c o ni: cJ. ~: sim~.ln.::: si;a ·~e;nen\;s ., A na:,ral cl0cument st.Rt e s 
specifically a s :i:ol :'..c-wci 

::rt i3 a ~~ernE--~.;;- '~\1a·:· t r o.1nu.g ·oe gi-ven in the dC'ctrine of co-inmitting 
suicide ·,-;_~-;;]:-_)u;;, hesi ·1;ad.cn in c.. :;. r :::urnstances such a s wi:len, af~er the i:,hlp 
has bsei, E<'.m::: 1-u:tl :->nc 5.s ad.!•ift ; h e is unfr J: l: tinFLtely dght ed anc. nbrut 
to be k ,La.a i:) ,:~. s rri..;. · ly enonw ci·aft :i ~ 

1220 AnotheT ci.. cu.i11c:.l' crn-~ai necl ·!;hf s,; 

11Tb.A ::.\:-ri!·11fmdm-- 1 s C,r de:::-s we r·e as L )llows .~ 
' i: o;:der -:;he -~h:~e e of ;:rcu to oe me8 scng ers unt<> deeJ;h 6 Under the l eader ­
ship of let J l a ss St.-.iker ~'J!..r<:.,:Yi'_s yuu mu s·~ a.11 l \~i.:\. '.;e 5.n accomplishing you:;.• 
mis s:l.onc. : '. .f , 11:ion a r r iv~l c1:i; Bl7Ni1. 1 -che Detachment 1.s not t her e . go to 
the Oomri3.aCsT. ·) f -t:1a :t(,:-,.:'i s l: ei:-~c:.. i'l.nii. ;rou wili r ec; eiva h:!. s !"elp 0 Should. 
you cncc.nn"l cx· ·Glu ,m0:1,~•· e n V.w ~-:u.;-r· , f i e;;h t to a :fl n"lsh , bu::::-n t h e s e p £.p e r s , 
a nd eacL :·n s of ::·~n t!.se ;vou..r :f:f.n::-.~. "b•."!.l le~·- to t al:e your O°l'm lif e :r.·a",her 
than l,ec')mc p :r:i.u:>m,.r~\ 

123., There is [1.::. Gv alJ': ... ,.~:.i.:.i.-~ s .'i,:.,:;11c c ·t ha.~ , g enerall y speak:!..ng, J apanr. se sold­
i ers, sail~rn ::.!le'.. :tl r :n~u c~~ ~; 1.n a c.e:: :.~C:a11t;e w:tth ',:h ese clc,c-c;:c-ines 4 Report s oi' 
n eax-ly eve1·y ·,r,cfo,c;d:.1e:1t: cc,·:·t,ai:-1 v i-vti a u--'.!. weD .-,a:-.:d:h ent i cated a cCP.L'lts o f 
Japanese c'.".1lu. ·,c,:(' 8 fl:sh 'i: .:.nf; i.;r;, ~111:: d c,,-. 'uh o :': t !.le l a s t man l ong ait e:r· it must 
hav-e oeen q_d .··o o·--Yl. 2;1•; to "ii:.:.sru t:':lu:t \,l!.e1. '.:' :pc sitic.., was 1Jt·;;erly hopeless and 
tha t there \•.'£ : 1 ne:'. th~-' char: ::: c :, f r 9l :'.. ':.l f c :_· e,am.u · ,.on,, E,,.1y corpse s have als0 
been founcl ~ f,:=.7'i ng 'J.n.,n:i.c;·r,p_kc;s,1)'i..o e , -:l.0..<::nc '3 of self · J.es·i;ruct 'Lc n by hand. ?7en­
ades he ld. ·i;o 1;!12 ehF s;; a~L1 e :-p:.c-ck d, \•;l:c'.U e eye--wj: ~n .:., sse·s have repe E1 t ecll y r ep­
()rted ho'.'1 • ·ii r.. 3 ::1 ' ::::-ne:0 t.l ,. J ,">;iR.~leS<'l sol ci.i.t{:.•s hn,ve shot the!r. selves thr ru.gh ~he 
mcuth~ ~:,egat,:~·\', d'<:'.~i':lr.ue :,~:aitL:g ·~r,,•mrde the eame thL ... t ; is to be fnund in 
t ,he f a.c t t .'.12.t ::- y,n~·,3 --: 1.e:-:c . :.· _9:l.lo·~ s ~c, •.11)'G as ::, ru1fl ca:i·ry :Jare.chulie s on 
c,pera 'Gi OZl .11 1>-:'.)~·:s c ~f ·i:::v t u:, ~'. -) ':: .... -::. r ::at"'.ei,·0: F-.s fA:· ?. L "ts :mown. fewer 
than 5C-0 JE,.p r ~(t '8" ..; ~) .. i.:'· c•1· r. . 1' P i J 01'3 ,~mi d. rm8ri h ?.·;·9 1::c en cAptured i.n a ll. 
theatres ei nc '=' ·:;_'~i<·l •J::.'i' ·\;A.·1.n'.:'I'.· -Jaj_".f,ll ·oegnn:, A nti.mb '3~~ of L,:my la.bou.!"er □ 
(mo s ·Gly Kor ean ;., ) 11,.,vs=, 0 ·3 8:, c ·x;-L·L.._.,.,st o ·c'.A·~ ~he ;y- A.re n'.) :r. :.8gulal' serv:t ce p er .... 
sonr.elo 

1:1 ::,"9 th t'4-.1.~ J.9'.~~ ..... TN7.ay At 2000 f' 
1,-;lcok we ai:;sem')1 ecl i n f rClnt rf Head ... 

quart ,.rs,. 'Iho f:'5 elr. hr q Hal t o0k p9.rt, t 0r-" The ::..A.st A. ssaul.t 1 8 t(' be 
oa.rri ed l')r-._: .. i\J" ~r.€ p :::.,·~.ci."L:3 ~.i1 'b~1e tCt=lpt,,°\~1 -r -,•· -, ~,,.. r1 "' -rr- •r- .. ,• , '.·· 
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ide, Only 33 years of 11 ving - and I am to d:i.e here~ I ha·,;,e no re­
grets~ I am grat Af11i that I have k e~t the peace i n my soul whi ch 
•.••. ~ .•• r.~, ,\. 1 ,..-, C,~:.-~ - Jesus Chr ist?) bestowed upou me. J~'\; 1800 took 
ca r e of all the pai;i1;:;nts wit!'.. hauc. grenades 9 Good.bye TAEKO , my be loved 
wife wh6 loved roe tG the l as·; ~ Until . we'" m·ee·i; again, ·gl'eo'0 :i~a •:· God.-
speed, Mis.AKA, who just bec,3.ille 4 year s old., will erou "J.P u,'.'21:1. )2.a.ered 0 • 

I f ee l sorry _foi· you, TOKI KO, b0r;.1 February o f th~.s year _ rul(t gone with ... 
out seeing your father~ Wells b e gbbd, M.ATSUE (br other) r IlOCH..~..N 1 

SUKECHAN, MASAOlIAN; MITTICHJ~N, Gc-odbyep The numbe:.:· :participa·ting :i.n 
this attack 1s ~ l ittle over 1000; t ~ _t ak, enemy artill er y p Csiti0rtn 
It seems tha t t he ehemy is expe cting an all-out a 'Gtack tcmo :::- rot.,r11

0 

l ' I 
126. A POW expla ined this order t0 commit suicide on i;he gr0und tha t the 
patients WC'uld be trea·~ed tLt1merc:Lf1.1lly by the t1l S o Force s , :i..f captu:red" • 

127. Ancther documen~: captured L1 the Scuth We~b Pacif:l. c:: cont a::.m, i;he fc' l ... 
lowing: 

"However I I r eg:r tl t t hat :::: l c· s'G my swotd. and. i:hat 1 +' a ,1e:r't: ain o ccasion 
arises I ca nnot commit har akiTii1

0 _ 

128. Similarly a POW said tha t he over heard an o :i.':t'icer·: i':ho had. l1een engaged 
in oper a tions a t GUADALC.A..NAL 1 t e ll the POWt s dompm1y t ha'G the .Ja:9a.nese ha c'.!. 
shot and killed al 1 i•/C1t.,_nc1ed JaparJ.ose troops t hat could not -ue o·r .:1.cn.a'ved c:-

1 
129, Anothe r POW who had ne'Ver himsel f seen wounded s0lc1i e:i:s , wh,.1 cou'.Lc1. no t 
be e vacua ted, being killecl t r prevm\i them b eing c ap"iiux'ed , GRid '.:hc1 t s'i.i.Ch 
thing s mu st happen, in vi ew cf t h e :.:>egu.1a ti0ns e n t h e su'bjec·c f 1:r~1i l e a n0tner 
described how a n obser'ITer shot him f.1e lf with his C'\·m. p i st0l ra;;b. E; ·: -~i1an 'i1e 
c aptured. 

130, Se curity may be one :-ea s()n 'why J apanese soldi er s are not :permitted ·;;o 
a llow themselves to 'be ·takenpriscru-r. I·li i s more than d0ub·~: h<'·,ie-.rnr, that 
this is the mru.n 0r indeed a nything ro0re ·i;han a m1n0l"' c0nt r :lbu:t0:r-y 1·eas0n 1 

since the demands 0 f security ar e larg e ly met by t he i gnorance of any·c;hing 
out side their nwn p ar t icular work: i n which J 1'lf) anose ner,i c e p e:::-s,mnel seem 
as a matter Clf policy tc: 'oe kep t thr-"'ughout thei r s e:>\1"1.ce9 Nc-:r •~(l •1ld mere 
reascns 0f security hctve '~he emoti0nal qua l i t y ne~es sa ry t r maim such 
drastic doctrines pre'7ai l 0ver the iustinct of seJ.f --p r e se:-c,-'a t :1.0:1 1 ,-,hich there 
1 s no r eason t o a.s sume :i. s any weaker in the ,Tapane s e than :1.n cith9r pe<'p l e~ 
There seems every r ea son t0 assume , therefore 1 'Gha·t t he rr.oti ve s ".nd emr-t:l C'n­
a l S§-nctirn e invol \Ted are f ar mr-:c-e deip ly root ed ,, 

GENE:RAL CONSEQUENCES OF OAPTURE 0 

131. Of 79 PsOW que stioned about t he natt er, all e::-:c ep'~ h ,•c were e i t he r 
aware of the offici a l a'.; 'd t ude , o r e1se regarded it a s -bel ng so 6 ene:rally 
aMepted by the J ap a ne se µ:op l e t hat a was part of the ir mol"al ~ :1.:':' n.o t legal, 
code. 

132. A Corporal, cap 'curea. on Unknown ! ~land , whCI appears t0. have g:1 vcn t h e 
matter some thcught, stn ted that from t.\ me i mmem0 ~~i a l .. - E-.pan ese p ~:--pJ.e ha6. 
h ad 1 t ingr a ine d intc them t hat cap ture by the enemy Wets a di s ~:r._,_~o anc. \;hat 
a J apanese sC'ldier shr:uld d0 away wHh }J.mself ra·ther t han ~)e "t r"_k e;n p~:i s:iner . 
Thi s f eeling still possessed p eopl e ann. t here had 'bee;1 ~i, char_ge, :l.i.1- spi te 
of gr eatly alter ed condit ions of wa:tfo.1•r,. Thone clas2ii f i ed a ;:; in:. sdng ar e 
consider ed dead aft, er a l apse of thY·ee ) ~ars 0 Shoul d ~.:hey ~hen :c l:.,1rn :Zor 
any r eason what ever- , specia l l eg5.sla t i or mus t oe ena ct ed t o clcal ·;d ·';h i;}l 3ir 

st a tus. This POW t hciu.ght that reg ul A. tiras would i)e int r c clucecL ·i; 0 (lea1 wi th 
such case t i n t he present Cl1nfli c t. ? but ,._1).ether these 0,1:' i11d ar,lel i- ra·t;e p en ... 
alti e a or increase them ':ia a a mC>o·~ p<'int , PsOW a fh e:..· :i.'etu: . .-~1 ·\; , ,Te,pM :?aced. 
20 years i mpri scnment under an Art icle r t t he M:1.li 1, 1,,_r ~· La w., He he.c~ d 1. a­
cu ssed t his with an<'·~her POW, wbCI t he-ugh ~ t ha t fl. l ~s 6 d:..nasi !c 8.l~·t.:1-l;ude vw uld. 
be adcpt ea.. 

13 3. Anrther POW, a 2nd Lieut O , ea:1.d tha t 'he hac'l been t at,ght frorn e Manual 
c,f Mi-11 tary Law tha t J ~es e soldi er a tak. ri pr:i. sone l.~ w0uJ.ci be ch~'1: <'n re­
turning to J E\P Rn. In caaes c- f exh enuPt i t :,' c l rcumst an(.,at.1, hC"wf>·-:,.ez-~ the sent­
ence mi ght b e C('lmm1it eu. -~,, a maxi mwn c•f 3G ye A.r e. i mp-;;- i .;:--nmt:in 'ii, 



134 • .AnC'ther POW sa id i ha t while O.R s, mi ght be :pa.rd0ned if t aken p ri s0ne!", 
0fficers would not be. 

1 35., Another POW thougM tba·i; a di stinctio•.l waG cl.r-a1m in Japan betw-:ian gen~ 
uine PsOW and deseders o:r t::aH ::.:.·1L specHic: :;m::il sh!D3nt being p ::: "vided for 
desertion but not for bona fi dE: ? s0W ~ \d"·..o: h E:. ~:1.ot:ght I could return to 
Japan after the war wi tho u:'li l et ·:)r hindrance ao :far as the Govern.me:.rt ltere 
concerned , Whilst , ho·:!a,,e::- r th8:c-e ;-ras r:.~l o ::'f'ic~.al o:c raLi.i t,a:..7 s 'i;:l.g1ca · a.t­
tached to capture, it ~I/as lookecl u.pun. Dy o~e 1.: ::':'amily a s 2 :!..aating disgrac e , 
and this would in many cases p:rove th~ 'barri e:c· ·co n POW 1 s r etw.n, He thought 
that PsOW wouJ.d be regarded a 3 /! mi s sng 11 for t:h:ce.1:, years o.::i.d. lr::>uld {;hen be 
presumed deadp When uot if:l.ed a s ilmis singi'I : th0:h· d ep endents \':ould re::;eive a 
solatium and furthe r per:l odical allowance s~ ~i. i{; shoulct subeequen·Gly become 
known ~hat a 11 missing 11 soldier was a ?Q1.'l 1 thi5 ,,ouJ.cl not affed; -the pos:i.t ion. 
The Government would spa:.:·e a s iilcli er the d is6z·c.C ,'.:; ,)-!! hav'.lng his r elati ve s 
know that he wa s a pri soner, 

1361 Another POW , a superior p:ti ,;-at e , who knew °l':::n:~- ,;he general att itude to­
wards capture was a nd was a.....-e . .:·e t :.1ai; J apanese 80 .'.t.'.. ers wer e told 'th a 4; they 
must fight to the end I said i:ha t he h~unsel f thn,.;6 ;.,_.;; ·~hl s was unreascira blA~ e.s 
times had ohanged and wa:r- was :10\' v~o.,;ed 5.P. tlla ·.:: ~n a ,:,arme·., a8 5.n f orr.:13 r years, 
Life , he said, was p::-ecious: ann Hhet. ·:,here •,·: r':.i:; :,1c , 2~;ect to ·;)e gaL1.ea. by 
further r esi stance hi s ,:i. m, ·;1a3 'i;ha·:; h e ohoulcl ::;·:::: ·nmda:r, He aC:.ded. t.hat he 
was not a lone in this opinion~ 

137, All the evidence , h')wever: indic,.,,tes ~ha'; -~'.J.c.re: cannot as y et be many 
who either share his view or are -;:,~.,par ed t o Re·:: ;;:n. i t j,f the;r dD: though 
the fact tha t there. a :r-e some~ ).2CH,0·,e::: fffvl: b.c. i C"l ~8G that the po l:l a9.bility of 
independent thought i s ;:iot e:,,1.·i;::.-re~•-Y ~:·ct:i.n c-,:; {·,cell a ir.l\,:,.g ·~he Japanesa :::•ank end 
file, 

138. Their ideas as to wha~ ,rJu-1.d tapp9a if :H; 2·.11:,u\d b ecome known ir. Japan 
tha t they were p r isoner s al s0 ·,a.:-ied. .::1rns~.de:r-::.blyc S:ime thought t hat rela ... 
tive s would b e punished or ost-1·8.C!.f,ec.,, A 2nct Ecv.~ ., , captlli·ed in i'iE\'i GUINEA., 
was quite specific and said t l:~:0 h1 s f c.m:i. l y ,.~~ul :1 1:: 0 di sgr a ced a -..:.1 ·t. ha'l: his 
father I who was Chi ef of ·che EJ11cat.ic n :Bu.:..•eau a~ 1.T:\.G·OT..A, would be forced to 
ret.ire from office" Al l c.gr ead tha'ii ·tne:l..:..· captu.::e o~.;•ough'G di shonou:r e n ·bhei r 
country, disgrace on ·i:-he:-.:c- name ~ a nd. shame en ;~bd!' f arrdl;f4 

139. One POW, a p riva t. e 1 protes·~ed tl-1ai; a..1-th'.iugb F had. be en no f aul t of his 
tha t he had . bem cap~ •;.r ed. 1 sine e :18 '\lras h'l\f d'::c.J. a'i. ·r.he t i m<:J? p eople ~- n 
Japa.n would nevertheless no ·t unde;:,s:· and why }1.e h c,C:. per mitted himself to b0 
taken. Another POW .,.. a su:i::e ri c- r p:ri\ra.t0 ... cnmme::i·~ ed '.;hat though he persoml.ly 
f'el t no shame , the per.,p l e in .r 1:-.pa ~; \;h:f,Jtig~1 uge--:> l c'. cu.storr. : :;.•egi>.:s.·ded ciapture 
as shameful: 9.nd it wa s not : .. , ".le r-:i:;..--:i::,er;: l; e6.. ·;; ;.1at 'GhE: f)pinion of a 1ew PsOW 
could a lt er things. 

140. Not unnaburally, tho 3e who ·i;hou.gh t. tha t 'd:r:l:r. :;,j.ptut<e would b r ing dis-, 
grace and possibly puni ~1me:,.1'., 'i,o ·~lieh· :2nmili er: :: I -~~'le f act sho\lld become 
known, had nc desire t o w:d t 0 o:r ,;o c:..ITlJ-r,u;:;:'..ot=,.to ;.n r...:.1y •11ay w:l th them ~ One 
POW, who at first gave a r.ame i•Jh:l i;h ,,.ls not h:l st '.:.a-cc;r expla.l.ned ·(;hat he had 
done t his b ecause he was afraid. J.c,3t M.G name n,l:;l-:: '.)e n.;: op-,;)Gd ~ve r RABAUL or 
other J apanese occupi ed m·eas1 and fearecJ.. ·cl1.c c~1 r~~'.:::L'-e:cc ec t o h5.s :cel e 'Gions 
which woul d fo llow0 

141. Only thl'ee PsOW expr-ess6{t a v, :_ sh t"' 11.".".'.i.te : :· i,hai:t p:icpl e 0 The:.y appa1•ent-
ly did not think that any har·in 1.-10 ,1.l.<l come \,U 'i.hs:1 ;i,r; a resu.H; of -'J1e1.r do~ng 
so., One of them , the st;e:..·~O.( JJ--~~·ato a1 i·ea.6.y ;_ ,-) '.; ea , i•:hc,, ·~h0ugi.1 awaro of 
the officia l v1ew 1 regarded h a;; ,,.nrc?.sOirn.D:i.e, ·:d\d ·:;ba~ af'lier havi,.g given 
the mat t er some though•;; ~ he cr,11):l uee uO :;.'easvri. fv,: n5di:e.g his eap·c,1-.·e i'rc,m 
his own people, a s they were giv e;-i no orders ·L? ~c·sl:3~ t-v the l astt but wei-e 
told tha t t hey would be e·q-aoua't;ed, and since Ch cl ' te::-e not eVRCUA.Jvef., a bout 
which he was very b1t '.;er, he sa\o. uo rs3.son \:h;r h e ~hould not let himself be 
captured. 

142. The viawe of PeOW towards their own !1\~ure, now that they had been oe.p-­
tured1 varied. Two PsOW expected to be e:xe\h..~ Ofl"?tors i ai~d ..ie::-e 



I 

surprised tha'0 they were not. This, h owever , ls obviously no indication that 
the majority of Japanese Service personnel do m: -~ expect ·bo be killed, The 
two P sOW, who thoug~'1'v '0hey ,·rould be, wer e woundE:d when t h ey i,rere capturodc, 
One POW me;:·t;ioue d a felJow-p r i s:, ner 5.n h0 spi tal at: MORESBY 1 1·1ho wa s in te:i.·ror 
of being shot, and st.ateci ·that. he had reasoned N:1:i;h him on the li.ae s '.;hat; 
pri. soners in J apan had not been 3hot a nd ·~h::r ii theTe ,-ras! therefo r e: no :reason 
to expect tha t they wou:i.a. oe~ 

14,;~ Seyen PsOW thC'ught that they would be shot i e i ther Hl th c•~ ,.,1 thout 
co~rt ma:r'v:i.a1

1 
i f they shcuJ.a. ever re-b urn to J apan,, Thr ee or fo e:,· o·l;hers 

thought they' would be e ourt-rnal·t :i. a lled, but wer e not su.re ,vhat the sentenc e 
would b e~. Two c ommented pes~i misti cally that 11 ·l;he Japanese a:;.•e some,.rha.t 
vindictive ln 3UCh matters 11 i ·i1hile one ·- a 2nd Li eu·::;enan-i.; .. , expJ.ained more 
fully that~ if a P OW should retnrn ·l;o J apan; he would b e tri ed :1. mmecl:1.ately 
by court martial. ? it bei:ig ingr·alml in J apanese offi c ers '0 hP.t they sho-:.il d in 
no circumst,anc e s be 'Gaken pri sone:r 0 The Ja:pa~rnse a s a r ace , he sal d. 1 ~c me­
wha.t ruefully : we:ce not ·well~-educated and it wcu:~d ·ne be;yo r.i ·i;he men<:; a H ty of 
a military ccm·'G ·i;0 j udge a CFJ.s e o f capture 011 i·j s :Lndi1Ticlual merit s, It 
wculd blind.ly follr.- w the custc-m oi' centm-ies a nc. the inevi t a'ble ve1:dic t. ,-mul d 
be hanging , 

144
0 

Oae POW 1 ·.-rhr-ce si;atemer"ts contain c).ear cv:,.o.(,n'lce of -~~rn C0Efli c ~ ·,d·~hin 
him 'betwe•3n t r acli ·i; ic n!ll :i. sm a nd. ins tincts of self~-:o:rese:i.~,..-a·;;:l.on, eaici. tha t 11 no ... 
bC\dy h ac!. gi. ,8n h i m i nstruc,'; icn about self .. ,d.estr-nc tiou; it ,,ra s h~.s-eiwn 'belief 
that it was '.;h e ·oes t thing 'G(' dr if captured6 I 'ii was gen e:·a'.i.ly a cc epted by 
the J ap cre se people 'Gha.'G if a s0ldJ.e:i: ha d a ·.1eapon :i. ·l; was ·oe•;;t.e r -~o shc•c,·t; h i m .... 
s elf r ather -~han ·oectime a pris~n er n TT,';! did not ,~7>. sh to ,,.;r·:i.t e t o hi 8 family, 
for , to bacome a prieone:I' ln·ought shame on one : s :t:'3j:lily a no. Oountr;f, Thi s 
a tti t nd.e Wl)u.J.d pro·ba111;y- n')'G che. nge afi;er the wa:c ; c'?'en though l;he:l.' e ·oe e 

large number o f ,Japane se pr isonrs0 He consid.e1•06. h i mself st:l.11 a so l d. i e r 
and i f 1'1:ls G-o-:,-ernrnen·t or ci.e:r. ed him to retuin a ft e:c r.he wa :i.• . he ,1<~ ulcl ck sot 
otherwi s6 l1c wou l d ::rb-l',Y' i n Au strali a~ He ha.d g~. ven up h01~e o f 9''7'e r s eei ng 
his fRmily· 2.ga:lna When i; oJd. t hn.t the Allied a t·i:, :1.. tude wo.s differen t ~ a ncl ·i;hl'l.t 
we hoped that c,ur P sOW would retu~n, he s·tat ed .;ho.t ther E:' was nr :.:eason 1.'lhy 

(" ~ t hey shoul d id 11 t h emse lves, a s they we r e enjoy3.ne; t heir st ay i n J apa."lQ He 
wantec' .. t o :re-t;m•n t o J'apan, .<iHhc'ugh t he circt'.Jllstances C\f :1.is re·0m' n ,-muld nr.t 
be very plea sant ., Th e1' efc1r e ; when t he Ume a1•ri ved he w0uld put up wHh what~ 
ever was des tined, 

145. One FCW: a l:i:•eady q_ur·t ea. 1 who t hought hi s su:r·render was Jus t i f i ed as no 
orders a9.d b een given not t ~ c.o so v "out on the c0n-0 rar ~,r it had l)ee n s ·~ a'i.ed 
tha t he would be G"v'RCi.J.~Jt ed 1 ·.-,a s ver y bitt e1· ov er· 'the fact that mo st of t h e 
officers e~racua.ted fi:cst ancl l eft; the rank ancl f :.i. 1 3 ·~o ·bo 13•,1a cuA:0ed l at er 1 

with the 1·esult ·t,ha t ,Jllen no sM.p s o::i.r,1e he and .:,·;;hers with him we:re J.ef'·~ to 
die or currende :;.' • m.s a-~t.lt uci.e ua s ·bha t if on hl s :re turn anv que st i('ln were 
rai sed as -;;o t h e r easc.·n f o:..· his surr·er:.der, ho w0u:~n.. demand t hat· t,he clesertirn 
of the sC' :1.6.ie:rs by -~h0:\. :: cow.r.1a:.1iling t'fficers shr uld fi :.:-st 'be ir.·rest ig2 ·;ed1-

l460 An0 t he:.· POW - a 00r-po:tal H expecte d t·O b e tl(,L,r·{, ... mer foialled. , ·nn t -~hc·ught 
tha t u nl ess i t c r uld 'be pr0-ved t hat J:,e ha d divu l g ed matter s c1f mi H t a:ry i 1r.­
portance h e wou1d ei i;her be s e t free 0r s erve a shc:r·i.; s en1;enceo O±'ficer s~ 0n 
t he C'ther :1rmd 1 might o e ej\:ecu.t edo 

147, Fon:.:' C' l' f i ve PaOW t,; RJ.tl t hat ~ ev en i f the;y were n0t, r,,1mished. 1 thc,y c011lcl 
n(l t ret m.·n to ·t.heir h:'mes and f auilies. One , a Cic1G.et 1 er})'.i.a:i.nea. U·.,N·': ~1.e cou16. 
i n nC'l ci :-.·oumat ances expe trl; tr 1·etm-n tr his r!Et th·e :p l aee !'lnG. ·;;hat ~;r.8 'bes~ he 
c(luld ht1pe :u·i:...• uo.s 'G(l be sen-i'i unc'ler SC'I!B 00lc•n:l. 't,[,t1 e>n aul1e~ne ·;; ;- some con­
quer ed t erril';rr:re He based th:1 s on th e fac t ·tho.•:_: :;.,eturnec't sc:Lc1.'.1 e l'S :.:':com the 
MANCHURIA Inc1den-~ had beGn t :,:eA.·becl in t h:'..s m11.r..rn,r ,. 

148. A.no t her
1 

,.,;ho diet riot think t hat t here '\'.'RS aay l aw agalns·i; his :re·i;urn. t o 
Jap:m, or which wouJ.cl punish him on h i s r e t urn 1 s a td that h'1 all p 1·c·0a'biJ.i'by 
h is parents and f amily woul d not Agree to hl.s r a t urn 1 a s , what a'V'er t;he Jaw, 
t hey would :.-agarcl his re'ilurn a s an ever l a.s·ti i ng di sg:r-acec. Yet a.."l.other ?OW 
felt sure that , even 1f he could g o back, :\. t w·ouid be i mpossi'b.Le f l'!' h:lm t0 

o'bt ai n emplC'lymen·t in J apa.no 

149. Only one ?OW thC"ught tha~ ther e wc-uld be ncJthing agai n st his returning 
he-me and l'eeuming his pre-war 'f/t'\cat1rn 0 One POW .., A. Ser geA.n'6 - whc was 
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wounded when c aptured, ·l;hought that, i n vi ew of -~he l a:rge numbers of killed 
and missing in this \fa:.·, the Governme;:.t \•r.>uld. d,:) some·;;:ii:ag abo-u.'.; the ma tt er 1 and that a more enlightened vi ew wou \ ci ·oe takec1 rJf the matt er at the conclus­
ion of the war. 

l50c Five PsOW preferred. to t ake n~ cl1anL:es a nc'c -:::-:pr essed a dl~s i:;:-e to stay in 
Australia . One o f t hese , while ::10 :rb ,'3.:1.g~.ca'.LJ.;r 1•c ual U;:,g hls 1'1-U!liJy life; 
thought it was better, having r egard -~:o ',;he, ..i"aran.ese ·cr~. oi3WG about capture 1 to 
stay in Australia, where his expe:!'i ences ji:.c.i:: e ea,p ·;u:;.•e had been !/like a 
dream"• He was a Corpo1·al ~ 

151, Another POW expected t o be talrnn 'ii o HAWAII a nd sh0 t e Inst ead C'f t his 
he was p l a ced in a ho spit a l and t::·eeJ;ed ,-.-Hh con.side:,-3.;;i0n and kindness. He 
said he would have d:Led if he had ·oeen left 1.ma'~·t. ended antl ,voulc. u:.v·er forge t 
kind treatment r ec eived,, Onc e peace t:-'::. G decl:.:,,l"ea.; he •.-r,u:J.d do e,e r yt h ing 
possible to r eturn in some mo.nner r:J.\ l::incl nessGs sho 1·m to him,, I-:i:e was UL"l­
decided as t o what h e would do aft 8 1' the Wi:l!' ,, t:1G';.h er he couJ.d 1·eturn to 
J apan or not woul d d ep end en a'r, t it·~~e.e 0 f iia~1ane .:ie Gov-e:.:nmeu·~o Had hea:;.•d ·hhat 
death penalty err 20 yea!'s in j ai 1 ·.1'r. ::: gi ven ·\ 0 P sC'.'l b·..:·i: wr.s not: sure o He 
wculd li ke to CC'mmUllica.t o with hiB :?a"Gi ly ·ont n ici n0·~ ,,;:i.s~1 'i.i0 a d•;·ise them C'f 
his present stat us. 

152. A number of PsOW have expr essec', e. de:::b~e I ill~1·i :.1.!5 the cr,ur·se of t hei r 
interrogation, that they should eHhe~· ·oe l: i:.::.c,cl o:.: be allo,1•ed. :.i v commi t 
suicide. I t i s a lit t :i..e doub-~ fnl he·.-: Gi:1~e:::0 s'.l lll8 of ~,hese :;_•equ.ests a :;;.·ef 
or,if si ncere , how f a r '~hey wouJ.d ·oe pe:-s1 s:0efi. ~.rc, Among wourf .. e ,l p ri soners 
who bad no opportuni ·i;y of commit ·~ing suicicie ~ i'v i s p:.•,foa't'le t '.':la·~ a l a r ger 
p :roportion woul d be p:;:-epal'ed to press ·1~he raa·t; tcr to 1. ·\: s (;OnclusiGn than 
among t hose who could ha\Te commit •lj ed su:lcide b 0fo::,0 capture bu·~ r 'i.d ne t do 
so. Ther e have been instances wnen pr:,. srn0rs r~ndr gem1l :1e atte;npt s a t suic­
i de and at least cne succe s sful atte111:;1t i.1as been r8pC' ::·~0cL On ".; :10 0the r hand , 
there have been a nt1Y.1ber C'f :pri srnc:r- s , wh0~ ·Gh<'ug;1 s i nce:· e in -~he~. :t• a t titude , 
wer e ready tr- accept circumst9.ncee uM. ch preven 'Gec. the;n :frC'm c A.r:rying cut 
their avowed desire, as 'i;hc inte:..-v·e:rt i 0:1. 0f a l r.:be ·ch ey cc- uld nci'i; g-3.i nsay; 
while ethers would have ended ·i;heir :.i ,es ::..f ·t;lrn m,;~ ·!;er h~d ::ieen mndc an 
i ssue I but wer e ccntent ,-,i ,;h a dut :lful <ie ::i~.a :~•a·~irn whia'1. ·r- hey we ,~e happy ncit. 
tr be c~mpelled t0 ca r ry in·t r exec u :; i rn ·'.. ri. crtl t•'.i.' ~:t sc:1·-e f ace ,, · 

153• One POW said tha t he had expec.t 0d ·r.n be ':1!:. :' :) 1vhen C!?PliU!'edr I :' ~hat h ad 
been dcne he wruld hav e d i ed as a ~1,<;,::r ic•:c> 3hr• u '.iL~ ''Then h e wa s nC't shrt I he 
a sked to be killed, a nd th<'ugh i h A.~ ::.-eques·i, wa s ~1:i·;: g~-:nabe.'l. a r.ci. he ha.cl. s ince 
been well ... treated he adhered to h i s dec1_sir.n, Fe i, hv1,'3',·er, iiC'<'!!: 11'.' s t eps 
tC' cC' mmi t suicide. 

154. Another POW said that he wou.1c. h · ~ coru!!Jil'. !-: erl sulc:=.Cce rather ~ha n be 
captured, but for the fact that h:l.s pis'\jo l ha<l ·oecome ru.st ed t hrough imrner ... 
sion in salt water.. J:t \·1a s cus t omaz,y ·i;r; .:;r;mml'ii suicio.e and he w.iuld take 
his life on his r eturn t o J apan ! i ::: ~le shouJ.c. ~-:e c :Kcha1i1;; ed~ Iie c'Vd r.ot 
think he would be sho·~ ·oy the Mili \'e.'.i.·y nu.1:ho1•E:i.C' s1 bi.l.b he w0u:td sh,oli h:lm­
eelf through t he mouth1 as Hara.kir : was too ?ai n:i:'ulo 

155, Ye t P.nother. who sa:ld thct the me:1. baa. 1.) ee.r.. ghren 0 .1, .. der 2 -\;c comm_;_ t 
suicide r a t her than be t s1ten pr1 s C'neJ'.'? &:cp:a:!..n3d. ·'.; :-&<i r1e ,,.i-'iS EJ. and di d not 
have the strength tC' k111 himself ..... ~u,. ·the l1,;::l.d .:;r-cri pde in M s p 0 .;;s.-3ssiC'ri, 

156~ A fourth POW feJ.t t hat , as i ·i'; ·,,1.1u·~Ll. be ·v.se\ E. f.l ..; tC'I r et•,1r n to ,Japan onl y 
to be ignomi niously sh0t and a s he i:as c1n·i.-enh in M. G ;,wn m: :1.c'I. -~ l:t:1.'l: n.o 6i s­
grace attached to his ca1Ytiure, ht 1•!")1.L.d r.'6ga:."'d :.:, & a c? .. f av·.:,ur if 'Gh0 senJence 
could now b e exe cuted.~ 

l57o Two other s express ed similar f eel:i.r.g s~ a ue·r0:-1th ,-.•c.,:: COll'~ en·:. t o commit 
suicide up or his release aft er t.he 1.:P.l' ~ wh~'.Le a!l. .dgh ~h phiJ.o sophica2.ly re­
flected t hat, as he wa.s alive• H ·ifns h::. s ll u i;;f ·t; <i oak ~ ~he bes ·'.; of A. bad 
situation. 

l5Bc From the above, it ~ .. s cl ear t hai; a s en s e o·t .111ora1 i;uilt :l. s e ssoc1at3d 
with capture and. that t his sense i s f r,r rn0st P.-.iCW m-:•rf' di st url.,ing t han any rea sC\ned vi ewe abou·'.; t he:l. x· future 0 Tha c.: r> nf H c~ betweE:in t he emC' t iC'na,l '\i.·, ­pae.J. nf a here\! 8 dea iih "Ind t he p'1.'60'\.C'n.:m€JS:3 of 11 fe lu ·-·3ll sh~wn by a verse •.,..: +, + ·n ...,,, ,, .,.,<Y:fl 



.,. I 

-

11 My cc,mrades ar e cro ssing the 
T~ the shrine rf KUDAN (1), 
But I, like a vaged bird, 
Cann0t j0in them. 

• • • • • • • 

seas 

My cc-mrades have been soat t er ed ·by ;~6r winds, 
But they will blccm again as flower~ c<f KUDAN,t 
My name was scat t ered t~0 1 ( 3) 
But al as] I shall n~t come to 1-.;.-oui.tion. 

o f • ♦ 0 f • 

Fer my Sovereign and .my Oountr1 , 
My name was l ost en the battlefi e1d1 
But I cannot lo se this five-foot body of mine, 

• ~ • • • t • 

The comrades I talked with ye sterd.ay . 
Have become protective Gods of the Nation; 
I, alas, am not ye~ dead , 
And my carcass in enemy l and still unburied 11 , 

KUDAN - YASUKUNI Shrine is on KUDAN H1i1 1 TORY0 1 wher e all dead warriors 
ar e enshrined, 
Cherry blossoms symbolising t he warrior, 
]eing presumed dead. 

159, The wnole concept of self~destruction upon capture, or disgrace, is, 
according to one POW, 11 :Seyond explanatirn a nd 1ncompr ehensils1.e tc occidentals 
as 1 s t he whole spirit of BUSH!DO" • 

BEHAVIOR UNDER STRESS, 

J.llllCT OF BOMBING: 

160, Some indication of the effect of bombing on J apanese troops in the NEW 
GUINEA area is given by some PsOW, who volunteered t he following observa­
tions l 

161, One POW, a Sgt, 1 ·was very definite that the bombing which the Japa~ese 
had received at WAU had not lowered the @orale of the troops~ They si mp l y 
laid flat on the ground and eeeaped lnJury• Ahother said t hat bombing did 
not disturb him but he did not like Al1ied. 30 mortar f ire, which was most 
accurate ani ef fective . 

162, These t wo, however, are the only st atement s r ecorded at this Head­
quart ers suggesting a negative moral effect of bombing. 

163, One J?OW said that a near panic ensued when the OIGAWA MARU , on whi ch he 
was, was bombed on 3rd March 1943• As it was practicA.lly his baptism ~f fire 
undt..r condit i ons which precluded oounter--measures, his react-1C'ln s wer e net 
pleasant. 

164. A diary, r ecording the feelings of ah~ther soldier when he experi enced 
his first bombing , is more r estr~ined: 

11
, • • • • • • dreadful 'bombings , • • • • • " 

"Bombs exploded. zmr us while we were hiding in the denBG f(')rest. li('w 
many times I have been prepared t~ dieJ This is the first time we have 
had such an experience. However, we are quite steady and 0ur desire t o 
r.verc~me the enemy at all c~sts increasesff. 

165. One diary, \ifhich probabl y belonged to a sailor, records the following : 

"7th August 1942 ... • . • another air attack alarm caused :frantic con-, 
fueion 11 • 

166. A notebook of a probationary off icer contains this ent ryi 

116th September 1942 ~ Enemy air attacks have struck t error into our 
hearts. The morale of ground troops is loww. 
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167. Another diary sayst 

11 27th Decem'tt.r 1942 - RAJ3AUL" 
Every day we have air raids~ During the day ther e ar e none , but always 
at night. It is becoming Ui'.!.c ear able 11• 

168. Another diary con·bains this; 

IIIt i s true that even the soldi er s have in mind to flee as they watch 
enemy plane so The higher officers would :flee before anybody else 11

o 

169. Yet another diary contains t hisi 

"16th January ? - Bombed se,eral times , but tl:mks 'tiC a mira!al.e no 
damage was inflicted, Howe'Ter, men·Ga l ehock was ver y gr eat 11, (RAJ3AUL) 

17~• A further diary: ceptured. in 'lihe SOLOMONS , has this entry: 

1114th October r I could r.ot sl eep well l ast tight becaus~ of the 
roaring of the guns. We dug a trench at the observation post and I 
wrot e the diary in the trench 0 At 10.30 t he friendly plane bombed an 
enemy position twice 0 In t he afternt'On I went up the hill a nd ob~:,.'V'ed 
the enemy situation 0 The front line of the enemy i s unknown& MI~frOSHI 
SWIUKI had diarrone~0 The soldiers ar e becoming ill from under­
nourish,nent . It. seems ·chat the morale of the soldiers here is getting 
poor because of the continuous b('lmbing. I sJ.ept at the obse:rvat'i0n po ct If .... 

171, Another diary contains thia g 

1131st Oc:-.tober ? ~ Before we were up I the enemy field mortars came 
and fired. The no ise from the m0rta~s and airplane m0t('lrs makes bad 
hearing. I am feeling t er:d.bly~ The soldiers are compar atively calm. 
Once we are bom1arded intensively it makes one jittery. This may not 
be true of the soldiers aG t hey ar e not cowards, but it i s best not to 
overdo yourself when injured badl y 0 However, ther e ar e many who do not 
care and they pitch in the battle with full s:9irit 11 • 

· 172, Another diary , writt en i n 1942: r ecords as follows: 

11 20th December ~ At d.awn : enemy bombed the hell out of us, Observe 
only the sky ,wi th 'bitter r egr ettabl e t ear s rolling down, Sup. Pvt. 
MIYA killed by mortar fireo Fi erc e enemy f iring coming f AOSHIMA BUNTAI 
is in danger~ Our No. 2 BUNTAI pr epar ation finished for char ge with Pl 
leader. Filled my stomach with dri ed bread and wa-1.ted for my end t0 
come, Oh/ Remai ning comrades, I shall depend on you for my r evenge. 
Enemy firing cea sed~ Unabl e to c~rry out the char ge. 
21st December • News of r einf orcement s coming on 20th i s unfounded, 
Bombing of enemy near~ 
Killed Sup, Pvt. TSUTSUI, 11.<Jund.ed Opl. HATTORI, .HASEGAWA, TAJ! •. Oh! 
fri endl y troops 1 are yr.u g0ing to l et u s di e like r ate in a hol e? Sgt. 
OGAWA rep~rted t hat r einforcements are coming. Under these circum­
stances, one cannot accept such r eports except as a temporRry reli ef t~ 
one Is f eeli ngs, or ac yet another false rumour, E~1emy bombi ng fi er cely 
and our end i s coming nearer and nearer. To avoid enemy artillery , built 
trenches. Three men t ransferTed to No. 2 BUNTAI. 
22nd December - Enemy f i ri ng , silent in the morning . No thought of 
returning home alive0 Want to di e li ke a sol di er and go to YASUKUNI 
Shrine. Enemy firing became e. e!"ce0 Writing in this di ar y word- by--word, 
not knowing when a shell may s trike and I ~~11 be killed . Thirty~five 
days since we start ed to fi gh t ~ 
1730 hr s. Artill ery firing a.gain; shells dr 1.pping all a.round t he 
trenches. Full moon shining t hr ough the tree s in t he jungl e , hearing 
the cries of t he bi rds ~nd insect s , the bree~e blowing gently and peaca­
fully. We l A.ck fuel f'> r co,,ki ng ., Gat her ed ·!;wi g s and bull t a fire in 
the trenches to avoi d det ection oy t he enemy., 
Good news - f ri endl y t r oop s ar e near in t ht. !'ear and fri endl y p l anes will 
fly tomor row~ How f ar i s thi s t rue and how f ar an unfounded r umour? 
Wha t ever i t 1 a 1 i t is happy news ~. 
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173. Fina lly, one di ar i st write s : 

"14t h December 1?42 ... With each bomb dropped:. I t h')1..i_ght. :1. '~ ·.-,al'l 'G:i.? 
l ast " E'?"en if it is aaid tha t deat h should no ~ be f ,3a:ced.? a·t; t::i:i. s mc•­
ment I bK~1g human I I was v ery much afraid 11. 

EFFEC.T OJ' .OTHER WIDA,PONS: 

174. The r e i s ve:~-y little eV'idence of the mora l effec t of £h e'.!.li1.,g0 The o:cly 
POW who i s known a G t his Headquart e r s to have r efer r·ed. to this ea :l. d t:10..i: h e 
wa s afr a i d f or \;he f irst C: ew days but got over it t H:l.s woi- s·(; expe·dence was 
the bursting of shells abov·e him~ He di d no t mir,c1 !'5 .. f l e :i.~.:-eo 

175& Other t hau ·bhe above, there i s no r ecorded e·•d. d.e:,1ee at ·tni s Jfoadqi:c3.l''Ge:;,•s 
of t he indirect ef f ec~ s of r ifle f iI'e on Japanese s oldiers.; J:Jo:i:· has a:"'ly d ;:-i.-• 

d ence be:m note6. f rom captured documents or POW i n·;; 6rrc,ga 'Gi o::i. :report s ·~ c sug­
ge st t hat t h 6 J c..panese ar e exceptionall y a f fec ted. "o;y ·the i.: Oi e: e o f E-:;:_:,,losi ons 
or battle,. f:: :>me have compl ained of b eing kep t awake a•;: n i gh·~ ·o:r -'.)he u.nv.r-:.::i.l 
sounds of t he i·.'5.ld l :!.fe of ·bhe NEW GUINEA j ungl e t bu.'~ 'bhe..t .L1 an e:::.}ls::.0 :l. en~~ 
which is not pe~ul:.tar t o them , and from which a ny i sola ·; eo. p :,;cties n~J-1;_ 2:::-­
customed t o life i n a t rop i.cal jung l e might su.ffer 0 

176t There i s some evidence f r om enemy sources cf t he h';!.rdships a:cd. h,,.1.~es·.:• 
from which t h e J apanese have suffer ed, both i n t he NEW GU.O~EA a nd c:JL(iiYI(,.)(3 
oampaignso 

177" One POW ~ a lead ing p ri. vate captured. in NEN GUil& :l n ,Ta:ma~·y J.9\3 -. :;ain.: 

110ondi ti ono ·l;owards end of c ampa ig:i i n NEW GUI NM. ,rnre ~.nc.as-;:ci·:-aole~ 
There wa s sel dom a l e"v up day or ni gh t i n bomb ing: whid1 c al'.5E;d n;;.mt=::!'Ju s 
casual tid .: > Food ·w·as seldom s een a nd wounded wer,... 0'~f t/ . .:;cct .; ::1;.i:'fAr c'.c· 
there were nti L1ean s either to a t t end t o or evacu..-:,,:i; e ·~hc;,1" :;:,., aid. t o 
conf usion existi ng a t time of 1·e h · ea t, it rained lnc·eRsa:1'i; J.;i ~ roakJ.r1 
condi t io:rn almo s·i; unbea r abl ec Thei·e wer e cons tan·~ x-t:i.:nr.iu1· c of ?'.' c.:i0f 3 
and aupp Ues ·out none ever crame ., He did no·t; kn0 ·;,; v:~e:;~e ·~heEi~ 1•·.:::.~ou:;:- ~ 
started ·ou.t be]J.ev ~d ~;hat they were i ntended to bOl E,t.er mo::.'tcle,., Ha 
heard of SOLOMONS campaign and t r oops wer e defi.n::;:e1y t (/ui ·i.;i1.e.i: E-G s?o n 
a s operat :ton'.:l there were over , a l l J apane se p ~:,nes a.r;~t t:roops 1vtulr!. ,1e 
sent t C' NEW GUINEA to r elieve them., I n PWf s l1inirn ~ ,JA.lJ8.ne se ·~:...·0<'::,:i ., 
had never b een :1. n such dii-e s t :::-ai t s a s thC'se :·.n 1r1.Jw SU:i: l'T.!Tit.~ . On ez-9.·i;:~(,n.~ 
at HONGKONG Fu"'.l.d l:'HILIPPINE I sla ncl s b <' r e no comparlf. ::: ,r u:l:~:1 ba::~~,;~ilJ s o't 
NEW ·GUIID'.i..lo The ha rdship s endured in transpor'd.ng s ,,;p~ :. es ·11er·e J.:~d,, G--, 
cri babl e~ .'. lthough a mer.1ber of ASO! PW wa s made t o ~hou·1 ,ie:r a }~ .. ::·I,~ 
for about lJ dey s , pas sing it over to anC' the::.~ mim 1•,iwr.. h & becu.m,3 t0:1 
weak tC\ aar1'y :l t ,:o 

1780 There is ao :i:eason to cloubt t he aocu..!'acy of t hi J &-:-::r : •.i~ 
all the evider- •) e :from Alli ed sclurces confirms t hese cr:1G.'l : j ~ ::i:-; 
in which some p r l.bOl:.ers were captured ·bear s ampl e te3 -J.1,101,y ·~u 
and hunger t hn? he.ct t o t :i.d1,;r·eo 

179i. One diar y con,liains t his : 

Ch ·~i1e con~:::-a~y . 
and ··_;ho ::,•;; ate 

the h al'1l"'l1:1.1) ~ 

1127th No~,e:nber 1942 ,~ The condi t ion of South 88a :l)e·},a~h1.1enii ts ".:> ~.YC:r'.).Q 
descr.lpt ~.oa6 J'. t 1 s worse than you t hi nk~ In G!RUWA aree thare !'Sc 
Engineer U".1.H, Hne of communi cat i on, hospital~ b ·.1'; ·~here :f.s no ~:!.::;!1·t 1ng 
:poweri Pa ·0ien~ s in ho spital have no food t o eat~ Oc.i:dit\C'n ~ ~ sn ba.i 
that I h a·rn nJ wrd.s ti" descri be 1t11 o 



\ 
180. Another diary contained this: 

115th February 1943 .... It has been Rbout a month since I l anded at NEW GUINEA and lived in the jungl e~ The noise of aeroplanes i s frightful~ Eleven months of life in the fi eld hae been more distressing t han I ever dreamt 0f. 
9th February 1943 
astonishing n ews about 
ed with army 11 f e It. 

WO TAZAKI 0f Nr. 11 Ooy arrived , and we heard the fighting conditi0ns at MUJ30. I g0t di sgust-

181~ Another diary, belonging to an acting Company Commander, conta ins t he following : 

rtsth October 1942 - Spent all da.y gathering Austr alian riceo I was amazed at t he various ways one is Rbl e t o pr epar e t aint ed ricec PerhapB neither the Army nor the r egiment knows of our condition hereo Two­thirds of the men are suffering from b~riberio Their visual powers and physic?l strength ar e weakened. Food is scarce, veget abl es unpr C'curableo Our life her e is worse th~.n a beggar I s. Wish t he per•ple back heme cr-uld see 0ur conditirn 11 • 

182. A J apanese brORdcast in English from BATAVIA en 4th March 1943 suggests that these ccndi tions have been made knrwn in Japan~ ln view of the purpose which it was intended tc achieve, t his broadcast doubtless did not minimise the nntter. It is nevertheless probably substantially true , though perhaps a little coloUEed, The broadcast said: 

"An article 1n the Nippon Times gives a true picture of the determina­tion of Nippon. It q_uotes a l ett e r writ ten by an officer in NEW GUINFA. He writes: 1It r ains every deyo It i s difficult to advance 0 Bullets r ain down at t he r at e of 300 a minute . We ar e suff ering from hunger~ Some of the men oarry • •.••• trees with them , so that t hey can eat bamboo shoots. Enemy fire i s sc r el entless that even trees offer no shelt er. Enemy planes fly so low that they seem to hang from t he tree topso Eaah day our numbers grc;w l ess. But we will never give in°. This story shows Australia what must be expected when the Nippon offensi 'V'e comes 11. 
183. If the article in fA.ct did appeR.r in the Nippon Ti mes , thi s account is not only of i nt er est for the SJ)irit of t he writer of t he l etter whi ch it shows, but is also Pemarkable for t he f act tha t t he Japanese press must have regarded it a s a stimulant to Japanese m0rale , r ather than as R.n anodyneo 
184. A notebook captured at GUADALCANAL confirms the hardships there ; 

1111th November 1942 .... At GUADALCANAL 5000 men have been killed or wounded or have died from starvation". 
185. Ther e is little evidence as yet t hat t hese hardship s have anywhere lower ed moral e to 1my appreciabl e extent , One POW, howe'V'er, gA.ve the follow­ing reason for hi s OF!.pturea He wA.s wounded and asked one of ·hhe NOOs. if he could go back for medic~l aid but wa s flatly refused and advised to gc f0r~ ward, The same order was given by t he offuer i n chR.r ge

9 He :f'lnally l eft without rrders in search 0f medical fl.id and finF1.lly f ell intC' 0ur hands0 He felt so strongly ab0ut these thing s that h e stated that he rever want ed t0 return t C' Japan again • . He clai med t hat the Army was n0 g0rd and expre ssed the hope that the Unit ed Sta t e s would sC'C'n win the war
4 

E£'EEOT OF HUNGER: 

la6. One diary records the following ! 

"31st Deceruber 1942 ... Receiven 1 GO and 5 SHAKU of rice. I am tired of NEW GUINEA. I t hink only of home, I wi sh I coul d eat a bell:y,-ful~ I have hardly eat en for 50 days. I am bony and skinny0 I walk with f a ltering s t eps, I want to s ee my childr en, 1st J anuary 1943 - Gree t ed t he New Year , 1943, This New Year is aad and piti ful , Reeei ved 2 GO of rice. Enemy bombi ng and t rench mortars are gi ving our t roops a punishment . 

/l :Sil 



3rd J anuary 1943 ~ Staggeringly, I want to GIRUWA for r ation. Dead 
bodies of our troops were l ying arouni the hospital, so I could not even 
set my foot down 11 • 

187• A mesaage book r ecord~• 

"10th April 1943 ... The dayl s r ation of rice is l ess than 4 GO; we are 
just moaning from empty stomachs , but I have to continue to st at e ·!;hat 
the r ation should be r:iuffici ent. Our mo r al e is very low11

• 

188, On the other hand, the following extract from a l ett er wri t ten i~ hospi­
t al shows little ~ff ect of hunger, The l ett er is dat ed 5t h December 1942: 

"I have not eat en prop erly since the 24th of November; many days I have 
had nothing to eat at all, From tonight on i ndefinit el y , again without 
expect ing to return alive , I am going out r esolut el y to the f ront line" 
Even though I am holding my rifle with a ri ght arm that doesn 1t move 
easi l y , et c., now is the time for me to domi nat e a militar y cont es·to I 
must serve as long as I can move at all 11• 

189, A at aff diary belonging to a 2nd Li eut, r ecords in 1942 a s follow sJ 

11 27th November ~ Our mor al e is bet t er aft er being suppli ed with fcod 11 • 

190. The shortage of fo od ha s l ed the J i=tpane.,e to strange r epasts~ i ncluding 
cannibalism1 r ather t han giving in, 

191, One interrogation r eport says that the POW cr.nfirmed r eport s that t rocps 
without food have at times subsist ed on human flesh , nnt nests 1 lizar ds , 
snakes, etc, He adde·d , however, that cannibali stic t endencies were always 
hidden from the officers and t hat t he officer s only k.Bw of such things from 
report s . 

192. Another POW admitted t hat he had spoken with partic~pants in cannibali sm 
among J apanese troops in NEW GUINEA , He st at ed that these individual s ad­
mi t t ed having eAten flesh from J .q,panese as well a s AustrAlian corpses. PW 
claimed t hat, alt hough he himself had eat en horse flesh , he had ne ver partici­
pat ed in, nor actually witnessed , cannibalism. He f urther st a t ed t hat those 
who admitted to him that t hey participat ed in cannibalism exhi bi ted extreme 
and pitiful revulsion of f eeling when they r ealised the full significance of 
their act. 

193. He s t at ed thAt J apanese troops had been under suoh conditions t hat t hey 
were not normal human beings at the time when t he OAnnibali sm took p l ace. 
These conditions wer e described by PO\'/' as continuClus st andi ng in swamp wat er 
up t o t he armpit s , suffering from mal aria with 4o degr ees cent i grA.de C'f f ever , 
and such l a ok of ford M particularly Vit Nni n B - as to cause TORI ME 
(Nyctal cpi a er Night Blindness ). He st a t ed t hP,t in t hi s CC'ndi tirn t r oC'ps 
were unable to see the pl ainest obj ects except in broad daylight 6 They were 
also deaf and r educed to such a st at e of delirium that t heir only r eaction 
was to di scharge their rifles in t he general direction of any s ouri.d they mi ght 
bear. 

194. ~W r equested t ha t thi s matt er mi ght be kept oonfidenHal on t he ground 
that if such a r eport ever r eached the J apanese people 1t would be r eceived 
with horror. PW exhibited genuine distress du.ring t he discussion

0 

195. Another POW sai d that he had hea r d. At BABAUL t lrn.t a Company Oommander in 
NEW GUINEA had drawn his sword , out up a deRd body, and cooked t he meat ann 
ate it, He added thet he himself hP~ been so t hirsty Rnd hungr y thRt i f one 
of his compani~ns had di ed he wn uld have conked and eat en hi m. 

196, Ano t her POW said t hat he ha<'I. eRt en human flesh once I and t hat he knew of 
a man who had been r educed to such stRrvation that he had killed a sick fri end 
and eat en him. 

197, Ther e is al so evidenoe from captured documente. One di ary , belonging t o 
an acting Company Commander• stat ed l 
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1119th October, Monday. 
Because of food shor·~age , some companies have b egun eating human flesh. (Austra lian s oldiers.) The tast e is said tote good. We are looking for anythlng edible and a r e now eating grass, le aves and the pith of the Tako tree. These doa 1t agr ee wi~h us but that cannot be helped. . . . . . . "4th November - When we r an short of r a tion s we devoured our t'wn kind. to sta~e off starva:&ion 11 , 

198. Ancther diary contained t hi s& 

1110th J anuar y 1943 - Ate human meat tor Jvhe first time , It t ast es comparativel y gr.od 11 • 

EFFECT OF REVERSES AND BAD NEWS & p 

199. There is not much evi dence fv.om POW ipt errogation r e1)orts or captured document s of the effect of r e-ver ses and bad news on Japanese morale. What ther e is, howeve r , all suggest s a dep~essing ef fect~ 

200. One diary contained thi sZ 

11 29th October 1942 -· Hear d ·i;hat our forc es ,-rere compl et e ly wiped. out in the SOLOMONS . May~1Je this war is not so easy af-te r allli 0 

201. Another d.1.ar y ha s tM s entry! 

"2nd J anuar y 1943~ Tri ed to contact for four days in vain. We a r e a ll in low spirit sb Messages ar e ~11 tragic ones 0 Heard of t he annihila tion of our troops at BUNAi1 • 

202. A third d i a r y contalned thi s 0ntry; 

"15th J Anuary 1943 - Day Rft er day is spent in idleness0 The t en sion caus ed by news from GUADALCANAL I SLA.ND is :;::>e::.r a l ys1.ng. Rec eived a call from ld eut, of No. 3 SeP this ev ening~ Think only of t he war 6 I am spenUng my day i n cc-m1J l ete b ewilder n,ent. 0 On.--r vlctor y depends on sa c-­rif ice« (TN: s ent ence illegible ) 

203, A POW said t h.qt prior to l eaving RAB.AUL the troops had heard cf d ef eats sustained by the Japa nese i n NEW GUINEA P..nd the SOLOMONS , and a s a re sult they wer e net too pleased at being s eni:; to the NEW GUI N]J.1!.. area . He thought the moral e of the troops was not high as they all realised the difficult e1 t uation. 

204, Another POW eaid ·bhat p ilot s and crews h:-.,_i b ecome afraid of being sent to GUADALCANAL becau se of t he lo sses sustai re do 

205. Two dia r y entr! es are much more l aconic 0 one written by a p rlva\e says: 
11I t is regrettable th,qt i n NEW GUI NEA a nd GUADALCANAL t he American Air Force has defi nite su:perior i t y over us 11

0 

206. The other , r ef erring ·co NEW l}UI NEA and GUA.DALCANAL1 says f 

"Heard 1500 di eo. in the campaign~ The reas.:n for t.hi s def eat is t hat we did not hold the air superio~ity~ Our damage is greet i n today 1s enemy a i r raid ti I' 

207, The atovo is ~he only direct evidence from enemy srurces, a t this Head­quart ers, of the effec t of :reverse s and bad news., Ther e is, however, some indirect evidence in diar y entri e s Md the sta '!;emen·lis r:>f P sOW. Some ('If these 1nd1oat e ihat bad n ews ic suppressed , ther eby sugse0ting t hat th0se wh('I sup­pressed it, at all events , clld not t h ink thA.t it w0ulcl be s timulAting to mcr1\l e~ 
208. One diary entry, wr i tt en i n 1942, s~id i D ECLASSI FU.:o 
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11 27th November • • • He;:,_ra t hat De t achment OolllJTl.ander a nd Staff had been 
drowned in KUMUSI River ., Because of the possible effect on the Army this 
1 s to be kept a strict secr et 11 • 

209~ Anothe r diary, written i n 19i+2 , contained th:1. s entry~ 

111st July -
half cut off. 

Surprised to see 2nd class crui ser MOG.AMI with her front 
This is kept sec~cet f rom oi.::.:.:- home people 11 • 

210. A POW said tha t ther e was one bRttle in wMch Jap a n ·,,as supposed to have 
caused heavy damage to Alli ed aircr ai·i; carriers and warshipst but unfo,.,turJ.c,tely: 
very few of J aptm 1 s ships r eturned safelyc The crews thP..t came bacl~ were kept 
from t he public in such a way that: t:he public was not A.Wi:i.r e of wh?.t he.ppened. . 
Even other sailors were i gnoran·t of the outc0me 0:f ·Ghe bat t le" That, he com­
mented, wa s hew military matters were kept secret , 

21:0 Another said that he had heart TOKYO and SI NGAPORE news broadcast s i n 
nthe r thea tres before he CA.me tc l\TEW GUI!IJl!i..4-c ar.;.d. -;~as of t he opinion that t hey 
were inaccura t e in that the:y clid uc-,t- rG'rns.l the tvfr;)le storyt He did n0 ·i; 
think the di sastrous results c.'f t-he NEW GUI NEA c awpaign would be r e lbased t 0 
the public. 

212. Another said t ha t he ciid uot know whe'0her o:r !lot J apanese losses i n NEW 
GUINEA had ·oeen announced by TOKYO radio. It was pc s si b l e that bad news was 
he l d ba ck, but the time woulcl L:Ome when it wouJ.d. have to be r el eased~ The 
c1 vilian population would not b e p J.ec1.sed when ·i;hey found that news had ·oeen 
withheld. 

213. Six other PsOW thought thRt bad news WA.s ge:1e:;:-ally wi ·i;hheld .. bu.t o,1e 
thought, t ha'~ IE'IS of heavy casua.Laes woul d ~J.,.·, .. ts lJe made publi c~ but no·c 
until t hr ee to s i x months la.t ,; .c 0 

214, Eight .PsOW weni; fur the).· , and thougn:i; ·tha-i; ,fapanese war news was mostly 
11pr0paganda 11 or 11d1ffe;.,•ed conside1•a·bl y from the 1·02-l -~hing!1

1 and that much 
unreli able informatir n a nd propaganda was pu"Dllshecl,, One saio. that the p1•ess 
and r adio in J apan gave c-ut l Ht:!..e news as :regards losses anil. he did not be-. . 
li eve the figures which had been gl ven out I wh:i. ch he thought too smaJ.l ., 
Losses in p l anes were par ·i;icularly l 0w 1 P..nd the majority had been t er med 
II self-de s t rue t i on tl. Pi'l t hough'!; tha-~ r,aa.io acccn.1n!i s of war diffe r ed very 
greatly f r om ac tUAl condi~ions 1 'rhe news in ,Ja:p21-:. dai me,,."t success afts~ 
success, whereas he himsel f knew that t he NEW GlJI)TEA. Of\JllP~lgn 1 if not others 1 

had been a miser able i'ai l·w."e,, He agr e f'.1i th?.'~ t he J apanese people wer e misled 
by broadcastso 

215• On the o·t;her J:1and, four 1;hought tha'v the J apanese news con·tained. facts 
only, and was for the most part accura·i;e 0 

216. Another drew a di s'hinc {;~_on b etween news r e:cc:l--;ed by ·l;he troaps :from Henn, .. 
quarter s and news r ec eived o ver the radi <' s the fr:,:omer , he thC'ugh·~ , waf' :celiar• 
bla but nrt the l a t ter, for the reason tha t t hey were t0c cl0se to~he reaJ~ 
iti es of the war to make a ny se:i.· .lPu s o.epa.rturtJs :[1.•om accuracy credi.ulet.> 

217, The only evi dence that bad news mighi.: b e a J-~inul a nt t:> m0rale i~efers 
tc t he effects of the :..·dd on TOKYO on 18th A:;;,ri 1 191~2., One POW r eftl:rr8a. tc­
this and thrught that it wc1uld gi. 'Te an ex-i,r a st:J.rriuJ.u:-; t 0 t he war e-ffr :rt<- He 
had been i n J'apa n in June followlLlf; the ni5.d a11,i ,.L.'.'1.de:;_•s ;;oocl t hat thee hr.d. 
been 11 t t l e other than te~orary e::rni temer.t and a.Jp:,:-e,hen sio14 

EFFECT O~IED PROPAG.A.ND~: 

218. Alli ed p ropaga.nda has taken thr- e:e forms ri Gener a l propagandA. over the 
radio , direct loudspeaker app eals t o surrender ad.d.l'essed to t he -troops, and 
propagandA. leaflet s and i nvi t A.tions t o eurrendcn- dropped behind enemy line s . 
There i s some evidence from PsOW a..--id captured dccUIDents of the effe ct s of 
each of these on the Sapanese~ 

Bl'oadcas~ s ~ 

219. One sup erior priva t e sa id that officers and all r a nks !'It RA.BATH, ,.,,,,r t=> 
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permitted to listen in to the J apanese broadca.sts f:rom P-ustralia a nd U , S,.A. r, 
and that it was by a fluke that they found out ·~hat Australia ivas broadcast­
ing in J~panese. The J RpFtnese t:roops ref err ed to the broad.ca sts as 1;dema­
gogi sm" bu~ nevertheless listened. ·G o t hemo 

220. Another interrogation re_;ior·0 from I ncd.a sta te s that the POW had occa s­
ionally listened to the Japanese programme while at TOUYGOO, ·out that lat e:..· 
orders were issued forbidding li s·cening in 'lio these particular -o:.:oadcasts

0 

221. ·These are the only two r eferences fTOm capt~red scu~ces to Allied 
broadcasts noted at this HeadJ.?:UHrters~ 

l.oud Speaker Appeals: 

222. Twelve .PsOW said that they had hea rd th9 loud-speaker appeals -b0 
surrender and four others said t hat I a J.thc,ugh '~hey had ncvc -;;herosel·res hea:rcl 
themJ they had heard of them0 

223, There is 1i ttle dClubt thf'..t .. ne ·i;waJ.ve who hea rc1_ ·;;hom, if uot "t;he rther 
fr.ur, were influenced in t heh· d.ecisicn i;o surrende1· by the l 0ud .. -speakers 0 

Seven frankly a drrJ.tted this, wh:l.le C'ne POW c ~ tured a t C / .DALOANAY1 sai d that 
the l0ud-speakers had a v ery nC't:'..cea·o1e effect. 0n the ID<' l:Ftle 0 f his unit, 
Several men killed themsel-res :. while o·bhers went ou.t. of ·~heh· mindsv Al­
though the rest of the men di.a. not oub,;arclly show '.;hat they were effected 
he said tha.t :t was clear the:;; 'i;he;r e.11 knew ·~hat ·t;heir :po sHion was hope-­
less, 

224. A diary contained this ent;;~yg 

1116th .Tanuary 1943 - I hea rcl cr.s o:e ·l;he enemy t aJJ::i ng bus:l.lJ~ 1.:n Jap­
anese over a loud-speaker(' He W?.s p ro-oably telling u s ,;0 come out , 
Wba t fo0ls the enemy a re,. ~:he ~/;,pa::.ese .A.rmy w5.ll sticl: it; out. :~ci the 
end, Thi s position mus·l; -oe defe:1ded with 0ur lives0 Ther e wa s nc A.l'-, 

tille ry shelling 'because of the oroA.dcast 0 The enemy is o:..·oadcas·t:lng 
sC'mething vigor(')usly ::i.t a n.:1. stance., :(t w:1.j .. l p robably ha ve n<' a::fec'.; _,t 
all. 
1117th January 1943 -, Accordirlg ·ho the enemy l>rOa<l cast, -~orlo.y -~hey a1·e 
going to a ttack our position s Q However 1 we ha.ve no fea~o I went to 
the Bn. HQ,. in the mo:-n1.ne; a nd 3aw enemy propaganda shee·l; s whic~ we.ce 
found in 1st ~t. KASAFLlillA 1 s a r ea0 The wri ting wns ver y pOO!' "• 

Lea:fletsl 

225. Some 17 PsOW admitted that t hey had seen and r e?..d AH:.ed p rc.,p agandA. 
leaflets dropped b ehi nd thei'.i:' line s 1 \·1hi ie one sRir, h0 bad hearft of i;h cm bu'i; 
had not himself I'ead themn In R<'lfti tion 1 -che:re a re s ever, refe:;:encec -~o t he 
leaflets in oeptured do cuments~ 

226. Of the 17 PsOW, seven fjiJ_gg 5 3l;ed ~hat 'lil',ey had. r.o e:f :::'ee;q e i ght agr eed 
tha t they bad 'been inflUfmc ed. 'by 'lib emr an.:1 2 exprcs:rnd NJ o:phli or,. as '~o t h1;:;:l.1' 
effect either on themselves OX' f>:i:.i. otha:r s , Havi.:ng regard., howe~;·er :, t i) -~ha 
'1fery small number of PsOW c~iivre 6. ~ U1e fact- t ha-b as many as 171 r&pr.esent ~ ng 
possibly 5~ of the tota l m.1m"ber id p risoner s uaptu.red. shcuJ.i adlllH t hat they 
had read the l eaflets, fn it se:tt· sc.gge sts that the ,'.f:r_pa1-ese qr13 nvt 
impervious to their eff~ct 0 

227. Of those who said. the effec: b of the lea:'let.s was nega-t. i Ye , cne said t hat 
there were no r estrictions on ·l;hd:~· r aad i.ng "0hem AUG. i.:ha 'v -~he 0orr~:ien·r.s of 
his shipmates on t hem were jocula:i.·0 1ie , however, thou.ght thnt. -!ir.ey wou:Ld 
produce some effect ' later., when °1 r, v.m·Jer ot hi s count'.".·ymen would "Je ln ·Ghe 
Services who, he knew? would l.o ·~ b e ·i;here l'Jf t,heS.r o,-m c}1oic&0 Another sa:i.d 
that his platocn leader re Rd ou·~ orrs ri :f ·che leaflets t o +ihe men on par ade 
and tha t no crmment C'r di scu ssi0n abCI U'!i them t0('k pla ce. They were not f or­
bidden to read them and they ,,re:re r.(' t told ·i;hRt the coments were untrne~ 
Yet anot her thought the le a:i:'l ei;s would Achie'V'e no t h i ng 'l.illless th€> t :roops were 
being overcome with hunger or si ckness r when a 1i1umber might surrender as a 
result. 
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228. Of t hose PsOW who admitted t hat they had been influenc ed by t he l eaf­l e t s , one sad t hat due to the f utility of the situation, a nd l ack of l ead­er ship displa yed by his superior offic er s , he decided to t ,.,-. ;, the p romi se 
of good trea tment con·:,ai ned i r.. the l eaflets, and gave himself up , 

229 . Anoth er said that he had kept a leafle t by him for some '.;ime , thinking it mi ght be useful. Ye '~ ano t her s aid that the l eaflets were the subject of jokes, one man p ropo siag tha.t tney make an excur s ion one day a . .u.d all surren­der toget her; but tha t such joking was discouraged. a nd tha t it was then de­t ermined that they should fight t o a fini sh. Neverthel ess , f eel:J.ng tha t the situation was hopeless , h e surrender ed . Yet another said tha t p ossession and discussion of t he l eaf l ets was forbidden; whiJ.e another added that the military police were on the lookout a nd destroyed the l ea.f l et s whenev-er they f ound t hem. Yet a no ther sai d t hat as they wer e con s t antly being bombed a nd had had no f ood for ciays , ·i;h e offe r of s ecurity and food cClntained iu the l eaflets was ver y t empting ; but he criticised the l ea flets for nClt st ating where he shC'uld come ove:;:-J 

230, Five C'f t he se'Ven r·ei'e-;:-ences '~c t he l eaflets in captured document s a r e purely cbjecti ve statements ('If fac'!i, n0'Gi ng tha t t he l eaflets we1·e dr C'pped, and in scme ca ses bri efl y i.nd:l.c a'c::.ng what t hey ccntained without; any c0lllfJ1ent. Twr, hrwever , a r e l ess cbjecti ve 0 One said i:i s follC'ws ~ 

1115th Deceml)er 1942 o • " At 1 200 hrurs, p l 1rnes with \•1hite and 'b: .ue circle s again ('lb served cur pC'sitirn s and dr0pped leaflets,, I dr n0 t knC'w what t hey ha.ve tr say~ Such i mportinenceJ J:f and uher. Qur inf M­try arrives we wi ll ,mnihilAte ·t he enemy 11
0 

231,. And the r t her crnt;::i.ined t hi s~ 

11 23rd March 1943 •- Enemy pl,mes a tt?..cked KOKOPO a ercdr 0me , damaged 9 plan es and dest :rC'yed 2 ., They a l sr- dropped p ict(l ri ::i l pr0pag::i.nda l e a! ­l et s saying , i t d<'es!lit, matte r whA.t cur na vy de- e s, it won 1 t de any g0cd., It WA.S r fl.t her some+,hing tr b e crncerned fl.b('lut "• 

b,TROCITIES. 

IN THEORY: 

232. A drcument entit l ed 11Message tr the Warri r:r-s ::.. n the Sruth Seas 11, issued by Major Gener A.l HORII rn the 15th N<'vember 1941 - i 0 e. before the crmmence­ment C'f t he war - expl ains 11the purp<'se rf t he f 0rthcrming C-9Jilpro.gn 11 , and 11'1.ys drwn fl number 0f principl es, including the fc, ll<' wing : 

111, Dr nrt Wal'!.t('lnly kill ('Ir i n.iure t he civilia n populA.tirnn 

In b a ttle , we mus t rver whel m and cbstr0y t he enemy with c r urage and de t e r mina ti0n. Hrwever, t0 kiil nr wcund in the exci t ement v f the 
m0ment, t hr s e whr have thrrwn d0wn t heir ar ms anc. Z\U-r ende r ecl is nr t 
in a ccrrdruice with t he spirit c- f cur :BUSHIDO., I E pA.rti cular, the na-• 
tives a r e t hrse whom we mu st l e~d in t he future , i n rrder t r r ebui l d. 
Ea st AsiA.. Want<'nly i<' kill or injure unre sisting n;:it i ves i s tr m::i :i.• 
the honrur rf the I mper:l. ::i l Fc:-rces , ~nd is :nrrec.ver An unwr rthy act , crn­
tra r y tr rur missi 0 n . H<'wev er, needless t0 SRYr yru mus t nc~ b e de-, 
eel ved by the enemy thr r ugh mi sp lA.ced cc-mpassirn. The r e sh<'uld n<'t be one singl e mpn ~mrng r'ur warrirrs in the Sruth Se~s tr str~y frrm the pa t h rf lr'yF1. l ty~ 

2, On nr accr-unt. FJ.:te lr r tine 1md C'utrage s Up<'n \•lC'men :permitted" 

Alth ough such occurrences ha v e b een r ar e , it is deplArable thE! t, havlng r ega rd to t he 'honour of t he I mperi a l Forces, me n in t he f l u s~1 o f victory should wantonly b1•eak into h<'u ses, a nd destroy or l oot p roperty., In ex­treme cases , t he1·e ho.ve even been vicious men who have outr aged women. Whet her t he vic t ims be whi tes or na tives, And whatever may be the cause , t his 1 a somet h ing \.rhi ch wi l l on no account be per mitted i n the South Sees Det ached For.::e~ Our Det A.ched Force shall go f orNA.r d, strictly 
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maintaini~g railitary discipline a nd r especting public ~orals in every 
way, a nd bearing in mind the Emperor 1s deslre that the i mperia l f avour 
b e p roclaimed far and wider every soldi er, t empering s t e~nness with 
mercy, shall strive to make it manifest . Even the sullen p opul ation~ 
the women - a ll must be inspired w1 th the court esy of our South -Seas 
warrio'rs. 11 -

233, These instr ·.ictions, coming from a lofty level, ar e r ea sonable enough. 
They, however , do not stand alone, but befor e exrunining the l ess lofty 
language used oy l esser lights and the evidence of Japanese behavior, i t is 
nec essary to r efe r to ·i;he statements 0f an a irman POW who said t hat during 
the ccur s e of their training a s p ilot s t hey wer e t aught tC' r espect a ll Red 
Cross establishments. Of course , ther e had been cases wher e Red Cress ships 
and Ho spita ls had been att acked, but this wa s LOt d e l i~er a t e , It may have 
been dClne becal;.Be they suspected t he p r esence of Military t argets clo se to 
such Red Ore ss Hospitals or Shps i in such ca s e s they would not go out for the 
hospitals or ships, but if t hey ,-1er e hit during the course of t h eir attack 
it could not be hel p ed 0 They usually tri ed t o avoid damaging such est abli sh­
ments, but s~roetime s thi s was unavoidable; or even due to oneroy int erception; 
bombs had been dropp ed in the target a r ea but had gone wi de of their mark 
and cau sed damage co Red Cro ss establishments. Deliber at e bombing of Red 
Cross establishmen·i;s was never encouraged in the J apane se Air Fer c e. If the 
use of t he Red Cr oss i s abu sed , or even suspect ed of being abused , such in ... 
cidents may rccure In such ca ses pilots use their own judgment, and nr e 
ne ver co mmanded to bomb hospitals or ho spital ships. 

23~. Sterner l anguage ,-,as us ed i n a nws comment a r y i n an English broadcast 
from TOKYO on 8th April 1943, whi'ch oonOludad as follows: 

11 In conclusion , a warning t .> u,s. pilots who still want to attack Japan. 
Dr- you know thll!.t when your plane 1 s burning tmd you bail out, just when 
your parachu-t; e opens, you come into r ange cf J apane se guns • ••• Remember 
that a decree was i ssued that enemy pilots raiding Japanese t erritory , 
.who commit cruel a ct10ns against the populatinn, will be sentenced to 

"'deat h in ac<X'rd.ance with marti al lawn. 

235~ The instruct i on tCI 11dest r oy the enemy by dawn , kicking , scattering, 
stabbing and killing t h em 11 has A.lr eady b een q_uoted in t he previous sectirn. 

236, The same gene~al attitude is shown in a field instructir.n as to t he 
manner in which J apane se guar ds should treat p risoner s of war: 

mMethod s ·of dtrecting the work of pri soners of war rou st be made still 
more strict~. It i s necessar y that subordinates b e trained so tha t in 
the future t hoy will be capabl e of domi nating whit e men and putting 
them to work. At every t urn we see men di splaying an attitude of diffi­
dence in directing p r i soners , a s though the l a tter were on an equal 
footing with themoelve s ... these men do not know themselves. 

You roust h ave sufficient sel fNresp ect to pla ce yourselves on a higher 
level a nd use them like CANTON cooli e s. In gi ving order s , use bugles, 
whi st l e s , or J apanese words of command, a nd mak e t hem move smartly. 
Thos e who do not co mpl y must be dealt with ri gorously and such mea sureu 
t a ken to make t hem do exactly as the J apc1.nese Army wishes. 

Ther e are some BUTAI I which , out of a f ee ling of compassi('ln fClr the 
prisoners , glve t hem t C'('I much ~est I or start l a t e f0r the pla c e of work ~ 
Why shrul d we waste ccmpassir-n on a crafty enemy ? Such ca s es are a 
manifest ati on of the mist a ken i deas of t hc-se whC' dire ct and supervise 
pri soners and a veakness 0f w\11 whi ch sh irks trouble 0 The s e men sh0ul d 
be made to r ea li s e t he f ee ling s rf t heir dead ooror ade e and r eflect ser­
~1u sl y on thems elvesU b 

IN jRAOT.I CE~ 

237- Ther e can n<n-, be litt l e dc'ubt 0 f t he measure s t hat t he J apa nese a r e p r e ... p ar ed to take i n cirder t CI make p ri sC'ner s <"f war d(I exactly A.S t he J ap a ne s e Army wishes~ The evi dence ~ f atrnoiti es from HONGKONG, NEW GUINEA and the 
SOU)MONS 1 a c C" no 1 uai ve 0 
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238. The Foreign Secr e~J2.ry ( 1'h-~ ~ ~N) Eai r. the :Zc<L1ow\H,'.,; in the Ec-use of 
Commons on 10th Ma-:cch :;-9l.~2 i 

"His MajestyTs G-o·var r..m9nt l:.9.ve oeen unwill::.r..g ~:c :p;.:::blioh an;r a cco"trets c f 
Japane se e.tro0Hi0!:l a t HONG-KC:m u:.it il these ho.cl ·::.:.::sn coni'irr.!e •;i.. ·ce~,,-o:id 
any possibi·lit-y o f d'.)·.:.ot 0 unfor'vt'..!d'~fy; the r e is ;1.'J l onger· :·?om fo:::­
doubt 0 Hi s i.•.fajes~;;-/ s C.J.over r.mc:~ '.; a ::ae no,-, i~. :posst::: ~,s :i.on of $·;;a:Gement s uy 
r eli abl e eye-,·,vltnesse~ ':iho succeeded in esc,2,y :i.ng· l'1•cm HOrT,Z:O:i:~G o Their 
testimony es·i;ab1.~- ~h~s the :fa c t tha'G the J GP e.na se o.::'·m:r at ITOriGKONG p e :;.,._, 
p etre.t ed e.gains·~ thei:;; help:1.ess roili.t a:ry priso:::e·r-r- and ·thcJ ~.1.'~.l pop u­
lation withou·~ o.is'~i:.r:'i,iou c,:.' 1-a ~e 01◄ colo·:-..x- , the !ca;ne ki ,10.. c~ bar'ba::..'i­
tie s which a r ou.ced ·i;ne ho:·:::·;),:, o f the ci vi ii s e u. w;1rld a·~ t~1.a t i me of the 
NANKI NG massac1·e of 1937 ... 

It i s known that 50 of f icers r.:..t.d. men of the :S:,:-:U;i :;:1 J.r.my i'Te:re b om:.d 
hand and foot at1.d t h en baycn.et·ced to death~ :i:t :i. t1 k::.c;m th'.i·;; 'J.O days aft e r the oapi t-:.21 ::>t ion~ \1101·, ::-,_ied ·{.•e ::.· e st. i 11 1:. e:i.:o.g ,:,o J.lect cc\ :f :,.◄om the 
hills and the J e::n :,._ne se ·.ie:re ::·e:i:'u.s1.ng permiE.s:i.on -;; :) on,y th'3 ::l6adl) I t i s 
known that wn men: cc·(;=i Az:at ic e.nd. EhJ.J.'Opear: ; were ::~-peel ar..d :.n1J.r dered and. Iii.-- t hat one ent i x·e Cnini::ise tl.i&·.: ·:'. d was deolareG. c. ':;r ,:r:-~el, :::- eg a .. •rlle ~3 of 
the statu s of ·~n.e1 l :12rt'bi'ball':; S 1, A:Ll the S \1.t' ,5. -.,o:: ti •)l ·:,he 6 a:c:r.:l..3on, h i:-~ 
eluding Indians 1 C·ti:l.m se and P c::t ngu e se, h9.\·'"" ·bee·:i. he:;:oded in·~o a ca.mp 
consisting of ·.-r~E:: . ·.::ea. hu~:s i•1:t ·i;:.1.1m 'li doors , wl r.il.0•;1r, .J :U.gil'G o:::· r:,an:l ta:Hon. 
By the end of t1'au·t1.· .. :.:-;r:. 150 ce.3e s of dysente r y :1.al . :;,-;cu::::.•erl :.a the ca irp , 
but no drugs or me.a .. 1.ca l fac:1.li '~ie s wer e st,:p:p'.LteJ c. :i:h s dearl ha(:. ·bo oe 
buried in a cc ::."n"'-I' ;: :;: the ca mp~ The ,T~a ne se 15ua;:-t s ar e 12.·i·-'·-t::s· l y callo;;, :.. and the r epeaJ~ ecl :-..•eq:1.eo-'.; s of Ge~e:!' al i1ALTE::'.': t;;.1.e Jer.er·a l Ot f 5. ce:..- Com-, 
manding1 for v.n 1.r.-~e;r view wl ti:. t he J'epanc se co1JL11ad.er ha'\'e l,e en cu.:d.:ly 
refused~ Thi s }J '.L' es:ur.a·bl ~· roenr.. 3 J0hat th·e uap8l1e s 0 '1.:.gh comma.-1d hav e co!l­
nived at the cor..du.c; :; of' t he1.:..· Jnrce~ '.: 6 

2'~. That was at HOJ.m:rnwc-,. 

240. In NEW GUINEA, t\'1~ A•,,:-. t:r-aliail r,J ldiers ,-:ere ::':.J11~ d. (l ead on {:he 4th October 1942 ~ one de ofi::~i t.;:;:~:ed ar>.cl "l;~~e C''l:her tiec. t- r 1:. '::::-ee ana. · RYCnet ~; ecl tr death. 

241. The above evidec1.cs i n :t'rom l:.lJ.iecl sourcesb :~1e 0\·\ o.ence f ro,,1 Japanese sources available e:~ -th·~s I:eadq~.r·:.: a :r- s !.s n•:i l e s s con:a1u 8i. '9'e 1 and 1.s a s followss 

243. A J apanese int ~J.J.i t};e::.~e :-e:pc; r t. i ssued by 'Ghe 1'fe c i·~::n Ga::·r :'. ~O.'.l. :HQ, in MALA.YA on 8t h March J.942 a 0,.:i cap·';u:c>ed a ·~ GIRUWA i::i llEi'.1 C:UINEA Or. 2 3rd J a'luary 1943 contains a table ~-,1~:l. '.;:~~d r.i-:o~ 1 charJu showing r e s1J.lts of e; eneral round-­
up in t he State of S:'.l1Ll\NG 0:i1 1. Gth ?farch il., This t c:.bl e s:1.:,..,.1s ·l•Y oa ~e.go:ri es ·bh e numbers of persons ro·,1nc!.e b. ;):':) ·oy v a~ious patro l de·t a c:u cnt s and. ·Gh e nUJlbers of each category exa c.u~:rid ,_ :rt i ::- ho:re reproduced :_ ,1 c0.:.d ens€'d fo .. ·m1 in ord er to show by the cat eg0r 1. •J s .. ; h 'J :ree. .:ee:1G fo :r t he exe::a,:iiio,.u ~ 
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r Tot a l 
Per sons 
Execut ed 

·1 
opposing J apanese jPersons 

14 :!.4 troop a 
! 

Suspected spi es end C'wners of I 
\\'ee1pcn s and subversi ve lit er-
ature 53 I 22 

Plott:i. :c.g tr. escai,e 465 30 

]Po~sessor s 

-
of stolen goods 8 I 3 

I . 
. 

0ommt:m1. S<j PATty menihers and 
j_~a:tcle::~ 157 12 

~~s:::;s 

-
of Chinese flags, 

anti-J"apanese photo s, p ro-• 
46 B::-i ti sh 416 

Hote l bo::i.r.ders and dep er.d.en·c s 83 25 
.... _ 

Tea chers 5 5 
----
Ccrlfirmed enemy sympathizers I 
in p eace res-~oration societies 3 3 

. 

I Pvssesso:cs 0~ enemy c3.sb. and 
s ec,"tr:1. 'li5. es 38 3 

!,....,,,__ 
I 

Other suspects 567 ~~ tnch 
:-..ng gang-

- - -7 st e. s) 

d-

To t :tl 1813 I 237 I .,_ __ 

2411-. The e-v:l.dence f rom P so\·l ancl cap·~ured do cu.men{; s of 1'lCtu.al commi ssionispf 
atrociti e s a~1cl of 'che attitnde of t hc-se who i:d. "tDes s ed them, is a s foll1":'ws! 

245q One POW I captured i n GUADALCANA.1 9 stat eci.. wU:h :::-ef er ence t o the opera­
tions in 'i1IMOR -~ha t the J apane se di d not take many prisoners there 4 This

1 

he thought ~ wal:l CJ.u e to ·~he f act tha t some of the earlier -prisoners who wer e 
captured had 1Jeen s t !'uck w:1 {;:1 bayonets i n or der t. o obtain informati on f rom 
them• Some of these , he though·;; , had escape6. e.ncl had described wha t had 
happened t o other Au s tra llaa t r oOp8~ 

246. Th& cvln&nc& fr0m cap tur ed do cwnents i chro~olog1cally a rranged, i s a s 
follows: 

247. On 26th July 1942 , a NEW GUINEA native ~-ras exeeut ed. Thi s is ref erred 
to in a notebooK capturP-d at MI LNE BAY! 

D EC LASSJ ElEi 
A utho rity_~ n9 S ----- ~------

l 
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11 Sunday 26th July 1942. 
This morning at 7.00 0 I clock a black prisoner \\'he, resisted the I mperial 
Army by acting as a s:py, was killed hy bay0nett ingo Aft e1· gath ering 

· all the .blacks in the neighbourh0od and inf0rming ·bhem of the death 
seritence., in a manner which they could unde1·stand, they were told t hat 
such incidents must not recur , I went aJ.o· 6 to i1ave a look~ with the 
Acting Oompany Oommande:r and the Commander of' No ,. 5 Platoon. ( Irrrpres­
sions & The natives ar e no good, even on ·~he point of dea th - s quirm 
and cry and are an unpleasan·;; sight. On simil a :..~ occa sions I the Chinese 
al'e quite tranquil, since they belie'V'e that they will ·rie r eborn i mmed­
ia'tely) 11, 

' 
248. The same occurrence is r ef erred to· S.n ano·;;her no\i eb:>ok, a s follows: 

11July 26th. 
Today is ~he day of execution o:f a K\NAKA oap·d:irni who had insulted our 
dead soldiers. 
Left at 7. 00 a.m. as the member of the detail ·c;o t he Easter !1 seashore, 
Numerous · natives were gathered~ Sentence was passed a nd. he was to be 
stabbed to deathb Unlike .1apanese1 however , h e 1;'us crying,., He assist-­
ed in the wireless and showed a c erta in amount c:1:' inte'.!.1:1.gen~e, but in 
his final moment was hopeless 11

0 

249. On the 13th o:,: 14th August 1942 1 an a·~:.c-Dci i;y occur.r ed near EUNA 
I 

NEW 
GUI:Ni.A., of which there is a good deal of' eviden~ e f t'Om cap ·i;UJ:'ed documents. 

250. A diary belonging to a 1st class seaman con:G ained the fellowing r ef er­
ence.I 

1113th August 1942 ... Natives brought in Bri t ish p :r-i sonar s .... five men 1 
three women and one child. They were lodged. in one roomH o 
n14th August 1942 ~ Beginning at about 8 ol clouk some of the nine 
prisoners were beheaded and the other s sho t ·i;o dea·;;h 11 ,, 

251. Another diary, belonging to a Fe tty Off:il.ce;,:, , x·ecQ:,:-ds g 

11 12th August 1942 .... Natives brought in dnc Br:1.ti shers (men and women ) . 
1113th August 1942 ..... Yest erday Ts 9 Britishers wo:re shot today 11 Q 

252. Another diary r ef ers to this in the following terms~ 

1113th August 1942 ... 6 whit e men , 3 Austra l:i.nns (5 men1 3 women and l 
child) taken pri sonera~ 
1114th August 1942 .... Di spo eal of p ri soners at 08;iQil., 

253. Yet another diary contains this r ef erence; 

"14th August 1942 .., Arrived BUNA by MLC o X heard t hat th::..•ee Amer ican 
men, 3 w~men, a nd 1 child had been shot to dea uh ... in the mo rn,_ng 11 ~ 

254. A fifth reference a l so in a diary is a s folJ.ows~ 

"20th August 1942 ~ The other day, nine enemy prisoners ( fou.~ men, 
four women and one child) because 11 ~ ft O (part 0:f.' page to:-n and mi sa-...-
ing ) malignant enemie s were summari l y sho ·t; to dea·r,n 11 ~ 

255a A more detailed acoount 1s contained in a notebook
1 

a s follows; 

11 1 heard that when BUN.A WA S occ1:xpi edt the TSUKIOKtt BUT.A.I captured six 
or s even Austra lian men A?ld women who had escaped in·i; o ·~he jungl e 

1 
made 

t hem kneel On t he b each and b eheade~ t hem one by Qne~ In t he ca s e of 
one of them - a gil'l cif 16 ... they bungl e-'!. the cu·i,Ging and held her down, 
screaming a nd crying ·out, while they cu·t off' hel' ileada The s<'ldi e r whci 
t old me thi a ea.id the ei ght wa s more t h1m he cou:...c. st and.6 'f. am told 
tha t they threw the heads and bodi es i nto t he sei:i r:

11 

256. A POW, o~ptured in NEW GUINEA , who had no t h~-~sel f witnes s ed t he execu~ 
tiona but had heard detru.ls of them a coupl e <'f days later, said t hat there 
were fPur men, fr-ur women and A. child of a.bout 7 - he ·~hought a bo y,. The 



1\ 

j .. 

mother of the child was ab:mt 25Q He did not th:lnk the meu were soldie rs, 
Two o f them were ab ;-.mt 30 0 He had heard thaii ·l;lie party bad been kept over-• 
n i ght ·in wha,J used 'GO be a garage ru~.cl ve!'e '3Xecu .. t,.f'..µ_ +.he r.ext morni r.g,. lil'o 
o r d e r •was given t lud; tho Japauese. sold.Je:rs a·;; 13UliA sn~. witness the exet>u-
t ion. Attendan~ •,1as volun·i: c.r y , S:ime aVcen6.ec.: o·~nb"'il<J..;.,r_emained in thei l' 
billets~ Specta·i;ors wer e fallen 5.u t o wJ.1:-ne s s t h e exocutfiY~ The cap·;;ive s 
were made to kneel dcn:n ·:)y ·~he g r•ave Ri.l'i~ ·,rnre kil'.Lec. u!.le ·by one 7 not al , 15~­
gether.. The mo the:· a~1a: child. ':rere ·Ghe J.a.st to 'b e, ~ri l l ed?,.. The mother was 
holding the child ;, ':tho 1-1c, s 'C?;_-ying , 5. l.1. her ax·ms , i~::1en she was ' shot., The chi ld 
was the~ also shr.d; " The ,,{;0.e1' c1:i:p ~-i·,tes vre:;:·e sta'lbed with "oay-,,,1e-t s 0 

257. This POW lcla:ld h e and hi. s f1·:l end.3 we:ce u.Gh c:-med. of t;h e i ncid.eu'i;" He 
t hought suc~1 ·i;reatment ve17 :irutal a;10. iop:c·ope:..•0 The ehild; 5.n particular: 
was pi tiful 0 He thought :Lt Ha .:.ittl e cr"u.elli ,.;n the pa:r·I; of' t he :Bu Cdr 0• 

~58, I t is almo st cGr·r. eJ:o. t :12.t l;he peopio ,.,he; :,.:e~•? E> execut ed were ·;;he Mis­
s ionary! s household at BDliiA, \'lb.~, ha6. i:-e.t'used t u l ~av·e wh en the J'ap&riese ap­
p roached~ 

259. On 28th Au.gust 19tr2~ au A:Lts~,.,aliao o/:6. c.e.:· W&s caphix·ea. in the BUNA 
area o He al S{l was e:>:eo·,r i; ed.. 1'h c5:.•0 are t uo ·,:' f):f E.Te,:...ce s 'GO t his :t n c1a:ptured 
documents~ 

Ii 28th Au.gust 1 942 ( BUNA) 1804 hom· s 
and ldlled him", 

Osp ·h1.'t' e d. one A-o.1s tral:l.an officer 

262. On the 20t:O. Se?':en·i~e :r· 19l+2 , a:~1J t.her ir::.-::~. cien·~ seems t(' have o ccnrred, 
A captu:ceci ~Liary :.:afe:cs to t h i o i :a. ·i;:.ie f ollo•,:l·o..1ts t e1•;ns 0 The :i.ncid.ent, re-• 
t erred to appea:;:s to ha-/ c ·::a.:-:ea pla •::e r .. 'G CHituFA :..:1 :TEW GUINEA ~ 

!!20th Septe@1'e:r l :;42 The dea th s cn~e::ice v1an passed i:iy the TAI 
Comdr on a KOREAN 13.llou.re r 1 'i:-,r~ a ~1 a:.90:Lr.,gy l e::. him wa s macte l~j· the 
grou:p-,leud.er f z:;!;NN:A.W, HC ,v8'7er 1 i.:he '.I.'A:C c 'J:r..r,a.,de:r then ~:::'der ed i:ihat 
'.:hi s KOREA.U b e ·cea .; e .i 1:;t ot h er ZOBE.ti.NS , H,, ·.-,as beat en until ha l f dead. 
X will n ever exper ience su0h a thrlll &fai. ;::. in all my life 11 ~ 

263. Yet another par 'dcuJ a rly ~tild~-obod0~ 4 nc.iJe._1.t is report ed. in a diary 
captured :i.n the S010MJNS, ar; ha·,J.:::.g ·~ak 0·.1 j:,Laue c; n Z~t h Septemb er J.9t~2 at 
GUADALCi\.NAL~ Th:L s e:1Gr y· ;:ea<i. s v. s :i.'011,,·rs ~ 

"September 26 t h (p r e s , 19~;:: ) :Disc ove:'ec'.i. r.tild c ap+,u·Ted the two pri s-
oner s ·who e seep ad l ast n :1. g h1; :.:.. u -~':le i e:.Dg:1.e , a.:,Jd ~.et the G\1.arci 1)0? guard 
them<, To p r ev ent- ·~heir e st:·f1l)1r..g a secou J. ·.,:l.1L1e 1 p is '.;o l s weI' e fi red a t 
their f ee,.; 1 'tiut it was d:l.f.f:i '.l 'l'::.. .; t v hU; 1;hem., 
The two prisoners ive:r e di s3ec i',ec1 whU.e n ii l ~-1 aJi v e ":J•J Med.i cal Officer 
YAMAJI , a nd the i t·· li ve1· s ,-,e:,:re t.c1 ktm uui; . , ,·d 'c"or the fh:· st ti:ne l Ea:-w· 
the int ernal r) rgans c,:? a l1: w1an 1)ej.ng,, :u ·1~.3 ver y i nfo;:-ma ti ve . 
Olose by the furJ.or..s soun-l Df cannon aud r•H 'J e :fir1 ng could. b e hea r d , 
while ·tihe gu.ns 1; f nFo a1 •reos•}J. fl also she::'~) -~ c:. u.s . Tonigh'G ;nad P. p r·ep fl.l'rt­
tion so tha t we wo11ld ·1,e a~).1.e r, r, □-r. e.r·;; nc·:::_r, :1. a t any t:i.me. m1cl. ,,..,.en~. to 
sleep 11~ • 

264. Anothe r- ominr, us :cdt- r e,11.ie tJ a med1cia1 oz: ·l i:~r'i s ,acdvlti es is ~ont a in­
ed in a dia r / :::ap b ll',:cl in NE';! GU:rNEA. which \ 'eie r _ to nn inc ident a t BASA 
in NEW G1.J'1NEJU , 

r.19th No-vemb er 154 2 - OuT p c1t.:-ol s!K,:·,;,r.t -;::;r e d enemy p atrol n~.a r ·i;he 
plant a tion and aft e r fir in.g -i;wo shoes we c a:r:,tared two prisonerso The s e 
prisoner s were execut ed by Medical Captain KA.TO of 14th Pionee1· Unit 11 e 

265. i ,ace:i:'_, an Al l i ed Air Foree off:tce r 1 who had. era.shed 
r ear SA.LAMA.UA, was murdered0 This is deocribed b y a JapPne s e ey&~w!tness, 

n a. d ifll"'Y'1 a s fol low1:1. The h eAding is his. The date, given in t h e or i g­
i nal , hae been onitt~d: 

l 
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11BLOOD C.ABllTIVAL11 

......... 1943. All four of us (Tcc}lnician KUROKAWA, NI SHIGUCHI, YAWATA and myself) ass~bled in front o f the HQ, a t 1500 hrs. One of the two members of th2 crew of the Douglas which was shot down b y A/A on the 18th, and who had been under cro ss-examination by the 7th Base Force f or some days , h ad b een r eturned ·!;o the S.ALAMAUA Garr i son, and it had b een decided to kill him~ TAI Commander KOMA.I, when he c ame to the Obijervation statioµ today, told us p er sonally that , in accordanc e wi th the compassionate senti­ments of J apane se BUSlliDO , he was going to kill "the pri soner h:'..nself with hi s f avourit e sword; S:-J we gathered to observe this. After we had wai ted a. littl e more than ten minutes, the truck c 1=1me along. 

The p ri soner, who i s a ·~ the side of the guard hcuse 1 i s given his l Rst drink of water, etc ~ The Chief i:1iedi cal Offi cer I TAI Commander KOMAI and the HQ, Platoon Commander came out of the officers ! !r. e :::s , wea r ing the i r militar y swords . The time has come i so the p ri son.er, with hi s a r ms bound and h~. s long hair now croppt)cl ·•rnr ·/ l!lose I tott ers f orwar d., He p roba.bly suspects what i s afoot 9 but h e is more composed t han I thought he would be. Wiihout more ado, he i s put on the t ruck and we set out for our destinati~n. 

I have a seat n ext to the U1i ef Medica l Offi cer I about t en guards ride with u s . Tc, the p l easant rumble of the engine, we run swi ft ly along the read in t he growing twiligh t~ The glowing sun has set behl.nd l;he west ern hills 1 g i gantic clouds ri se b efo r e u s , and the dusk i s f a lling all around. It will not be lC'ng ncwb As I picture the sc ene we a re aorut t r witness , my heart beats fast ern 

I g lance at the p ri s0nerr he has p rr·bably r e signed hi mself t<' his f a t _e. As th<'ugh saying f a r ewell t,0 the wc rld r a s he sits in the truck he lr rks a br-ut 1 a t the hills, at t he s ea, and seems deep i n thrught . I f ee l a surge rf pity and turn my eye s away ~ 

As we passed by the p:tac e where last year rur l amented HAN l eqder wa s cre­ma ted, Technician HI SHI GUCHI mu s t have been thinking abC'ut him t0r 1 fr.r he r emarked , 11 It I s a l0ng time sinc e we wer e her e l a st 11 • It cert i=linly i s a long time. We could see t h e p l a ce every day from the observa tion po st, but n ever got a chance t o oome., It i s nearl y a year s ince the HAN l eader w11rn cremat ed. I was moved i n spite o f mys elf, a nd as I pa.s sed the place I c losed my eye s and p r ayed. fo r t he repo se of SHIMIZU1 s soul. 

The truck runs alon g '~h e s eashore . We have left the Navy gMrd sector b e­hind u s and now come lnto the A:.cmy gURrd sector" Her e a nd there we see sentri es i n the g:i.·a ssy f 1.el ds , a:1d I thank them in my heRrt f or their toil a s we drive on. Tre y must have got it in the bomb i ng the ni ght before l a st -the r e a r e gr eat ho l e s by the side cf the read, f u'.:. l of water f rom the rain. In A little over t wenty m1.nutes : we a rrive at nu.r destinF1ti0n 1 and a ll get rff • 

TAI Crmmander KOMA.I st a nd s up A.nd says tr the pri s <'ner 1 
11We ar e nC' w gc-i ng tr kill y<'u 11

• When h e t ells the pl'i s0 ne r- t h1:1 t in acc0rd<> nce with J ap?n ese BUSHIDO he wruld be killed with a Jap,me se swrrd 1 a nd t hat h e w0uld h ave t wr rr three minut e s 1 grac e , he li s t en s with b0wed. heau~ 11TAI I 11 - i.e. t he pri son e r - sc1ys a f ew WC' rds in a l 0w v0 ice . Apparent l y he w?nt s t r be k illed with rne strC\ke r f t he swtr d ~ I hear him snJ t he w<'rd 11 0ne 11 (T.N~ in Engli sh). The TAI CtmmAnder bec rrnes t ense And his f ace stiffen s as he r e­p lies 11Yes 11 (T. N. i n Engli sh ) ~ 

NC' \11 the t i me h Rs crme I M d t he pri s<'n er i s mi,.de _tC" kneel c-n the ba nk rf A bc,mb cr A.t er filled wi '~h wat er,. He is appA.r entlJ'lre si gned ; t h e p r e cA.uti0n i s t aken Of surrounding him w1.th gue.rds w5.th fixed bayonets , but he r ema ins CAl m. He even st r etches ~u t hi s neck, Pnd is ver y brAve . When l put mysel f i n t he p r isrner 1 s p b .ce: and think th~t in 0ne mC" r e minut e it wi l l be grrd­bye tc thi s Wf'rld : alt hr•ugh the daily brmbings h Ftv e filled me wi t h ha t e , rrdinar y huma n f ee lings make me p ity him. 

The TAI CC'mmander h,.s drawn hi s f <>vC'uri t e swrrd It i s the f'"lmr>us OSAMUNE 8 W<' r d hi h • " and w eh 8 shr weQ us at the C'bservAtirn pC"st~ It gli t t ers 1n t he light sends a c~l d shiver d O'ltlll my spine He t aps the pr1srner 1 s neck lightly wi th t he bAck cf the blAde, then r~i a~a it abC"ve his hepd with br t h ~r ms, 

, 
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and bri ngs it dr wn with A- sweep. 

I had been standing with my muscl es ten sed, but i n t hat m<'ment I cl rsed my eyes. 

SSH l . . . . . It must be the sc-u nd C"f bl f'C'd spurti ng frf'r.1 the arteri es . Wi th a sound as though somet hi ng wat er y had been cut, the body fal l s forwar d. I t i s amazi ng - he had killed hi m with one stroke. The onlook er -s crowd f or-. ward. The heaJ. , detached from -~he t r unk , rolls :ln f ront of it. SSH L SSH l ... . The dar k b l ood gushes outQ 

All i s over o The head i s dead whi t e , like a dol l . The sa7ageness whi ch I fe l t onl y e. li t t le whol e ago i s gone , and now I f ee l nothing but the t r ue compassion of J apanese BUSHIDO . A senior co rporal laughs loudl y , "Well, he will~nter Nirvl:ID.a nC'w! " Thn , a supP-rior seaman nf t he medical uni t t akes t he Chief Medi cal Office.r ' s Japen e se sword , and , i nt ent on paying off ol d scor es , t urns the headl ess bc-dy C'ver C'n it s back, a nd cuts the abdomen open with cne clean strcke. They ar e t hi ck- ski nned , these tETO (T . N. 1%,iir y fo r ei gner 11 - commC'n t er m <'f oppr<'bri um f 0r a white man ) - even the skin r f t heir bel l i es i s t h i ck. Not a dr~p C' f bl 0r.d er.mes r.ut r f t he br dy. I t i s pushed ever int o the cr ater at once and buriedo 

Now the wi nd blows mournfully and I see t he scene again i n my mi nd Ts eye . We get on t o the t ruck again and st art back. I t l s dar k now. We get off in f ront of the HQ, I say goodbye to TAI Commander KOMAI, and c~i mb up the hi l l wi th Technic i a n KUROKAWA. Thi s will be somethi ng to r emember all my l ifeo I f ever I get back alive it wi l l make a good st0ry t o tell, so I have wr itten i t dc-wn. 

At SA.LAMA.UA Observat i cn Post, • • ••• • 1943 1 0110 hrs , to the sC'und cf the mi dnigh t waves. 

NOTE: The p ri scner killed t 0d~y was an Air Frrce TAII f r om MORESBY. HA wa s a. yClung man , sa i d to have been A.n i nstruct or tc- t he A, T . ~, at McmESBY. n 

266. The atro c i ty of t h i s murder i s rivalled only by it s m-r a ti rn and r e­quires nl'.' crmment. What i s t r be n<' t ed is t h<>.t Ml!!jor Gener a l HORIIT s l rft y • phr ases have nrt prevented t he abrve seven speci f ic ins t ances frrm bei ng per pet r.<1.ted wi th apparent i:tUt hr r i ty: in crl d blrrd , A.nd thA.t the a t m<'spher e of a b a r bari c ritual whi ch i s unmi st akeA.ble in t he accc-unts rf both t he ' • BUNA a nd SALAMAUA mur der s rnly assumes the di sgui se C'f a scien ti f i c demrn­strati rn in the doctor ' s operRt i r~ 

8th Octcber , 1943. •.• 

--C'IJC"--

DECLASSlflED 
Authority_lvtJ {nYs~ 
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