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THE ROYAT, CANADIAN ARMY IN BRYTISH COLUMBIA

The Canadian Army Beadguarters for the Pacific Command are

in Vancouver, British Columbla, The operational troops are head-

quartered at Vietoria, British Columbla {6th Division), eand Prince
George, British Columbia {8th Division). "The 6th Division has the
responsibility for the defense of Vancouver island; the &th Division
for the defense of the mainland.

The maps on papes 3 and 4 chow the locatlon of all major
units of the Ceanedian Army in Britleh Columbia and the total men avail-
able for carrying out the responsibilities of each éivisionq The figures
shown on these meps do not include training, hospital, or supply and
special service units (when these latter are sepatately established).

The maps on pages 5 and 6 show the losation of coastal defense,
field and anti-sircraft guns aperated by Army artillery snd enti-airecraft
units in the northern and gouthern parts of British Columbia.

In addition to the 3ren anti-airerafi gans shown at Vencouver
end Esquimalt, the Pacific Commsnd of the Canadian Army has & total of

236 Bren Ground guns and 69 Bren anti-alreraft guns distributed through-

out ite units.
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A genersl reserve of 180 percent of ammunition furnished the
batteries is maiateined. Three reserve bases have been established at
Wanaimo (for Vansouver Island), Kamloops (for Southern British Columbia),
and Prince Rupert (for Northern British Colwmbia). At Prinee Rupert, due
to the difficulty of transportation, e further distribution of ammunition

is made so that the general reserve is only equal to the distribuled am-

mmnltion,
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8th Division
Headguarters
Prince George.
Responsibility:
defense of
mainland. =
Total officers
and men: 9,90§_J
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6th Division
Headquarters
Victoria.
Responsibility:
defense of Van-
couver, Island,
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Annette Island

Total: 1375
@Terrace

Total: 2,735 _
Prince eRuI:Jelc"c, ’ :
Totnls' 1,530 7
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@Prince George
Total: 2,250
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Alliford By
Total: 140
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Bella Bella @ .

S

Y

Total: 125
anl Harbor g YT sTand
Total: 150 "I‘otal‘ 210
@ Vernon
Total: 2,750
Tofino Vancouver
- Total: 3,900

Total : 962\ Port Alberni
_ Total: 2,330
gcgg;}etlé & ° o ) ___ Chilliwack
otal: 5 . NanaImo < Total: 680
Totrals-’ BsBQOQ\Boundary Bay

. ®
Bamfield —
LOCATIONS OF ARMY PERSONNEL Total: 50 / . Total: 550
—__ Patricia Bay

TN BRITISH COLUMBIA Duncan
AS OF MAY 1, 1913 Total: 150 Total: 565

.,‘ Victoria & Esquimalt .
Total: 7,985 =
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LOCATION AND STRENGTH OF MAIN GUN

ALLIFORD BAY

BATTERIES IN SOUTHERN BRITISH COLULBIA

2 — L0 mm Bofors
2 =75 mm

AS OF MAY I, 1943

BELLA BELLA

2 = L0 mm Bofors
2 - 2 in. lMortars
2 — 75 mm ‘

COLD HARBOR
2 = 40 mm Bofors
1l - 75 mm

2 - 2 in, Mortars

_-YORK ISIAND - ‘
2 - 6 in., (fixed) by
2 - LO mm Bofors i
TOFINO VANCOUVER
8 - 40 mm Bofors 2 ~ 18 pounders (485 shells on hand)
I~ 8,7 dm. MK - R ) " (763 LA
2 - 25 " (636 " " " )
UCLUELET 2 - L.7 in. (540 n " no)
2 = 75 mm 3- 6 in. (695 . L
2 — 2 in. Mortars
2 - L0 mm NANATMO %J
ESQUIMALT 12 - 25 pounders ( Wi
S
— Bofor a
2 - gO7an,OA;KS SEA ISLAND gE
7 - 12 pounders (2622 shells on hand) 16 - 40 mm Bofors E.,)
1 - 75 mm ( 599 b u L = 3.7 in. A/A 2%
5 - 6 in. (1197 " LU !
3 - 9.2 in. E LOb Mmoo PATRICIA BAY = 5
2 - 8 in. 3%0 ot omoon) 1 8 - 3.7 in. A/A a <
.& .\_ 2 - 40 mm Bofors <
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THE ROYAL CANADYAN NAVY IN BRYTISH COLUMBIA.

The Royel Canediun Bavy on the west coast hag its headquarters
at Vancouver and its fleet based ab Bzquimelt ond Trinds Fravert.

mua Navy offers small protectlon to tne miles of ceastline it
must defend. As can be zewn in the Following msp, ibe lsrgest 2aip
would be no match againsh one of the new ensmy deatroysrs.

The vessels shown on the following mep represent all armed
vessels ur_zder the command of the Royal Canadian Navy as of May 1,

1943.

Authority AR %%D




PRINCE RUPERT

1 Large minesweeper (one Q.F. 4")
2 Large minesweepers (12 pdr. H.A.)
1 Yacht (12 pdr.)
1 Yacht (6 pdr.)
12 Fishery Heserve
Patrol Vessels (L.M.G.)
6 Fishery Reserve
Vessels M/S (L.M.G.)
1 Harbor Patrol Vessel (Depth Charges)

ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL VESSELS
DEFENDING WEST COAST OF CANADA

=
un
3 Auxiliary Cruisers (Under refit) (4 B.L. 6")
Corvettes (temporarily detached) (1 B.L. 4'")

2
L Large Minesweepers (1-3" H.A.)
1 large Minesweeper (1 A.F. L")
1 Yacht, A/S (Training) (1 A.F. 4")
1 Yacht, A/S (one 12 pdr.)
6 Fairmiles, A/S (3 pdr., twin .5 and D.C.)
8 Fishery HReserve
Patrol Vessels (L.M.G.)
10 14/S Fishery Reserve
Patrol Vessels (L.1.G.)
2 Small fast yachts (Depth Charges)
1 Small yacht (twin .5 and D.C.)

ESQUIMALT
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ROYAL GAEMIH@ELﬁ}BFORﬁE IN ERYTISH COLUMBIA

The Westarn aiw Command has jts headquarters lecated at Vancouver,

British Columbia, ang its coperational “ommand locatsd at Vietoria (#2

Group) and Prinee Rupert (g Group).  # Group includes a3} stations as

far south as Bella Bslla, #o Group is in compand of all other Royal

Canadian Aip Poren gtations in Britiszh Columbia.

AIRODROME, FACILITTES

82 ag yet at Port Hardy. Runways hers aps

finished, however, and gope airforce personpel are atationed thers,

A1l other ajy harbors and asrodromss of a13 the operational Stations

under Roya) Canadian Airforcs control wars Serviceable May 1, 1943,

The map op bage 10 shows the location of the major alrfields

and geaplang bages in British Columbia,

Tha map on page XL, #hows the rumber ang disposition of Royal

. Canadlian Airforea aireraft as of Msy 1, 1943,
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Annette Island__-fi ’

4, Harvard Prince Rupert
13 Bolingbroke / I Canso
) 10 Shark

2 Stranraer

14 Kittyhawk
1 Norseman

Alliford Bay-
3 Stranraer ©

1 Canso

Patricia Bay
19 Hurricane

gg%%g_,@ 2 Harvard
15 Lysander

L Stranraer 6 Bolingbrecke

1 Canso 2 Shark
1 Electra ﬁéa Island & Vancouver
3 Goose

9 Stranraer

5 Norseman

9 Stranraer /. Crane
Coal Harbor 1l Anson 2 Harvard
%, Stranraer Port Hardy 9 Oxford 2 Anson
1 Canso . 43 Hampden 5 Hampden.
° 10 Beaufort

6 Hurricane

et { A

Tofino

16 Kittyhawk
15 Bolingbroke
4 Harvard

Ucluelet

3 Stranr;;;*‘_‘“““““‘--___5________“—429
@

NUMBER AND DISPOSITION OF AIRCRAFT (RCAF)

AS OF MAY 1, 1943
Airfield

Total Planes: 315

ombat : 199

Seaplang Base Others: 116

5 Kittyhawk
2 Shark

1 Norseman
1 Oxford

1 Canso

Y
%’F
oundary Bay v i
16 Hurricane a:r\ 1
2 Harvard = i
1 Crane =5
w'—
&
oy
25
==
<
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FUEL OIL STOCKS

The map on page 13 showz the locaticn of the major stocks of
fuel o1l in British Columbiz and the amount of fuel oil at each losaticn.

All stocks are computed by barrels (35 Imperial Gallonz %o the barrsl).

The fuel oil shown in the Royal Canadian Navy tanks at Vaneouver,

Esquimalt, and Prince Rupert is deseribed as "Admiralty Type®. This is
Bunker "C" Fuel 0Ll mixed with Diessl oil at a ratio of approximately
Q 75/25. The Crade oil listed for Vancouver is that at refineriss. The

Fuel oil in ths Commereial Stocks is Bunker “C" Fuel oil,

The stocks noted ars as of May 1, 1943,

=12~
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MAJOR FUEL OIL STOCKS IN BRITISH COLULMBIA !
; {AS OF VAY 1, 1943) :
RCN) Royal Canadian Navy 3
4 {2 (Comm) Commercial ;
‘ ¢ ) J l' (Stocks are computed by barrels —
HIYIVY o 35 Imperial Gallons to the barrel)
“’N .lt N y ‘y‘
S76.3 8N % ¢
(3 e g b J
. A e Prince Rupert !
. N Tuel Oil !Thcn) 69,226 |
O/ Fuel 0il (Comm) 4,800 |
| & fxﬂi-if}a 90 Octane (Comm) 191,278 ¢
TS I (R ]
i ' Ocean Falls
} . 2 Tuel 01l (Comm) 64,200
\ ,
< Powell River
. y Fuel 0il (Comm) 36,300

Vancouver

Tuel 011 (RCN) 663,044
Fuel 0il (Comm) 76,835
Crude 0il (Comm) 257,145
Diesel 0il (Comm) 414,818
90 Octane (Comm) 115,315

Port Alice

Fuel 011 (Comm) 22,500 __ - -

s 87 Octane (Comm) 37,177
.E"'i\_ "
Esquimalt o
Tuel 011 (RCN) 87,834
Fuel 0il (Comm) 33,175 SECTRTr
" WG LY

DECLASSI IEN
3 ) 90 Octane (RCN) 146,534
!,Author tty_w%__"_/\j_st‘z 87 Octane (Comm) 2:41.’7
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RADAR INSTALLATIONS TN BRITISH COLUMBIA

With the completion of the radar bsaconm at Splder Island, military

forces in British Columbia had six radars in operation on May 1, 1943.
A seventh should be added to this list by tha end of May, when the
Langara Island set is completad. These stations are controlled by the

Western Alr Command, Royal Canadian airforce.

Like the wireless stations, the radar installatlons have very
little in the way of protsction. They could be seized by an enamy agent
without great difficulty. These beacons that are not near military instale
lations are provided no rrxil:lt;.u.rf,r protaction,

A proposal was made sometime ago to install RDP equipment in the

Government elevator in Prince Rupert. This would have a range of approxie
mately 20 miles, and would cover the entrance to Prince Rupert Harbor.
It would be used ag a tomporary measurs until longer-range sets were
aVailabla; The equipment is in Prince Rupert but there is neo personnel,
to man it.

The map on page 3£L shows the location of operating radars énd

the Langara Tgland ingtellation now being completed.
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Langara Island
Q .
Marble @- . “'3:‘
Island N

I (1S W

Spider @ o
Island 10 -

Cape Scott g ™ '
RADAR INSTALLATIONS
TN BRITISH COLUMBIA R
® Installations in operation Amphitg:}t.e Point ©Sea Island

® Installations soon to be in operation

Signey 5
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COMMUNICATION FACILITIES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

A. Oubtline of existing and pianned facilitles

There are five existing communicatlon fecilit.iss which can be
used by the military services in the defense of Western Canada. These are
. illustrated on the maps shown on pages 18 % 22, Separate maps have been
vrepared in order to give a clearer plcture of the area covered by each
communication system.

A single voice circuit between Vancouver and Prince Rupert hes
been completed. The lines from Prince George to Prince Rupert ere ready
for uze. The final program waleh calls for three voice channels and two
T/T channsls 'haa been delayed because of shortages of materials and lack
of coordination but should be completed by September 1, 1943.

In addition to the above, there are some planned facilitles
under the Pacific Command Prosramme — namely, radio telephone compunications
from the malnland to Vancouver Island, Queen Charlotte Islands and Annette
Island, as well as some additlonal telephone circuits on Vancouver Island
and between important mainland points. These will be used solely by the
military until the end of the war. They are shown on the map on page 23.

Negotistions are underway to make use of American mail planes to

rovide a daily mail service hetween Vancouver and Prince Rupert via
P y

—16-
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Annette Island. At the present time American planes are hendling mail in

this menner once a week,

B. Lack of FProtsction for wireless Station on Digby Island

Tha. Canadian CGovernnent wireless station on Digby Isliand still
remaing unprotected. This stzticn is a powerful short wave transmitter
which was installed by the Canadian Covernment for the purpcse of broad-
casting to Japan and the Orient. It 1s believed that a great deal of
damage could be accomnilshed by the enemy seizing thls slation for even a
few hours. Its capaclity to trensmit and recelve messages throughout the
entire Pacific area, as well as its potential use in the broadeesting of
false messages to the North American continent would meke it a highly stra-
tegic objective for the enemy. It is situated on the highest ﬁoint of a
small, wooded island sbout one mile from Prinece Fupert and could be easily
held by a small force, once occupled. -The tremendous areas of muskeg which
constitute the majority'of the land surface on these northern lslands would
make it impossible to approach the station from most directions. The sta-
tion has its own generator and maintains a gasoline supply on hand that

would keep it eoperating for approximately six months. A new short wave set

is presently being installed.
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TELEPHONE CIRCUITS

—— Canadian Pacific Telegraph

~—— Royal Canadian Air Force
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TELEPHONE CIRCUITS

B. C. Telephone Company

Campbell River

Cumberland

Bridge River

?ictoria
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Planned Communication Facilities-

Pacific Command Programme .
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HIGHWAYS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

ALASKS HIGHWAY

The Alaska Highway iz being constructed in two ssctions in
British Columbia. Oue section is from Dawson Creek o Fort Nelson, 293
miles, and the other from Fori Nelson to Lower Post, a distance of 340
miles.

The Army pioneer road is being primarily used now with some excep=
tions. Camps have been esteblished for the contractors who will comlete
the new road. Each contractor is set to worl on 10 to 20 miles of road.
It is likely that two %o three thousand men will be amployed in this area,
The contractors beiwsen Fort Nelson and the Liard River (215 miles from
Fort Nelson) are Bastern Canadlan firms.

Betwsen Dawson Cresek and Fort Nelson important bridges ars to be
erected over ths Peaﬁe-and Sikamni Rivers. The permanent route between
Dawson Creek and Fort St. Jochn has been fixed and grading is well advanced.
There is much %o be doné, howsver, relative to the final location; grad-
ing, gravelling, ete. of the road between Port St. John and Fort Nelson.

The lilier Construztion Company {U.S.) is now eracting telaphone
poles and line along the road. They are making good progress, although,
because of the frost, instaliation of the polea bas been difficult. Abong
200 poles are being placed daily. Portable sammills have been erectad

near the sparse stands of timber along the road to make use of this source

of supply.
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