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THE ROYAL CAi~ADIAN ARMY IN BR!'HSH COLUMBIA 
-- -J:'/ « ,0 ~ 

Th~ CaHadial'\ A:-:-my li1:;adquarters for. the Pacific Command are 

in Vancouver i BrUish Colunibia .. , The operational troops are head­

quartered at Victoria$ British Columbia (6th Division), and Prl nc:e 

Georgev Briti sh Columbia (8th Division). 'l'he 6th Division has the 

raspo11sibil:tty for the defense of Vancom.~er Islo.r1d; the 8th Division 

for the defense of the mainlimcl ,. 

The maps on pages 3 and 4 '.!how the location of all major 

units of the Canadian Army in Britll!lh C:olurnbia and the total .men avail­

able fer carrying out the responsibilities 0£ e~ch division. '.{he figures 

shown on these mc.ps do !l.£1. imlude t>.•ainlngi hospital, or supply a"ld 

special se:i.--vicc units (v1hcn t.hu::e latter are s~pata.tely established). 

T11e m2.pn on pa:;;es 5 l'.nd 6 show tho lo~ation of coastal defense~ 

field and anti-airc:•nft runs .-,pc.rs.t~id by Army ex·tillery and a.nti-a.ircraft 

units in the northern and souLr.ern µ::i.rts of Brltish Columbia .. 

In addH:lon to the .frtn ru1i;l-aircraft guns shown at V04,couver 

e.nd Esquimalt, tlie Pacific Co·nmand of the Cam:ci.ian Army has e total of 

2)6 Bren (}round guns and 69 Dr~ n anti-airer.aft guna distributed through­

ont. its units o 

.. 
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A genere.l reserve of 180 percent of ammunitio11 .furnished the 

batte1·ies is maintained., Three reserve bases have been established s.t 

Nanaimo (for Van:ouver Island)~ Ka.mloops (for Southern British Columbia)ll 

and Pd.nee Rupart ( for Northei·n British Columbia). At Prince Rupert, due 

to the difficulty of transpor~ntion, a fu~ther di3tribution of Blilffiu.nition 

is !I'.ade so that the genernJ resel'11\3 is only eqc.al to the distributed am­

munition, 

-2-
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8th Division 
Headquarters 
Prince George. 
Resoonsibilit;r::: 
defense of 
mainland . 
Total offic~r~ 
and men: 9,905 

6th Division 
Headquarters 
Victoria. 
Responsibilit:t:: 
defense of Van­
couver. I sl and. 
Total officers 
and men: 21,192 

ROYAL CANADIAN ARMY 
FORti:ES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

SFCf{ET 
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Annette Island 
Total: 375 

Alliford ~y 
Total: 140 

Prince Onupert 
Total: 1,530 

Gl)Terrace 
Total: 2,735 

. . 
Bella Bella, _.®_ , -· 
Total: 125 - -

Coal II.s.rbor GI -
Total: 150 e ·York ' Island 

Total: 240 

/· 

@Prince George 
Total: 2,250 

Tofino Vancouver 
Total: 962 .' Total : 3 ,900 
~ ' , , Port Al berni / 

<ii Ve rnon 
Total: 

Ucluelet -- ~ Total:e 2,330 Je 
Total: W----- ........._Ii N tJ f> e - -----Chilliwack 

.L.V.,J ~ 1 anaimo . ~ - Total: 680 
Bamfiel~ ~ Total :"' ' 3,340 -------Boundary Bay 

LOCA'IIONS OF ARMY PJ:i.;HSONNEL Total: 50 ' ~ ___ Total: 550 
IN BRITI SH COLUMBIA Du!1ccil1 ~ ~t>-- Patricia Bay 

AS OF tif.AY 1, 1943 Total: /. - Total: 565 

41; Victoria & Esquirnalt I \ 
Total : 7,985 

2,750 



• 
TOFINO 

8 - 40 mm Bofors 
4 - 3.7 in. A/A 

UCLUEIBT 
2 - 75 mm 
2 - 2 in . 
2 - L~0 mm 

ESQUIMALT 
4 - 40 mm Bofors 
4 - 3,7 in. A/A 
7 - 12 pounders 
1 - 75 mm 
5 6 in. 
3 - 9.2 in . 
2 - 8 in. 

(2622 
( 599 
(1197 
( 404 
( 390 

ALLIFORD BAY 

2 - 40 mm Bofors 
2 - 75 mm 

BELLA BELLA 

2 ~ 40 mm Bofors 

LOCATION AND STRENGTH OF MAIN GUN 
BATTERI ES IN SOUTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

AS OF MAY t, 1943 

2 - 2 in. Mortars 
2 75 mm 

shells on hand) 
ti II II ) 
II ti II ) 
II II II ) 
ti II II ) -

COLD HARBOR 
2 - 40 mm Bofors 
1 - 75 mm 
2 ~ 2 in. Mortars 

· YORK ISLAND · 

· 2 - 6 in. ( fixed) 
2 - l+O mm Bofors 

VANCOUVER 

2 - 18 pounders (485 shells 
2 - 12 II (763 II 

2 - 25 II (636 II 

2 - 4.7 in. (540 II 

3 - 6 in. (695 II 

NANAI MO 
12 - 25 pounders 

SEA ISLAND 
16 - 40 mm Bofors 

4 - 3,7 in. A/A 

PATRICIA BAY 
8 - J . 7 i n . A/A e, 12 - 40 mm Bofors 

on hand ) 
II II ) 
II II ) 
II II ) 
II ti ) 
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THE ROYIJ. CANADIAN NAVY IN BR!TISIJ CCLUJ&BIJ.. 

Th,a Royal CanEr..:i.i~n i\fH''S' on the west coast has its headquarters 

~:.e Navy offers small protection t ·:: til~ mi.Jt:ls c:t c~t1st.l.in.:: :.i.t, 

The vessels shorm on tha folloliing map represent all armed 

vessels under the command of the J:toyal Canadian Navy as of May 1» 

194.3~ 

---· - -·--
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PRINCE RUPERT 

1 Large minesweeper (one Q.F . 4") 
2 Large minesweepers ( 12 pdr. H.A.) 
1 Yacht (12 pdr.) 
1 Yacht (6 pdr.) 

12 Fishery Reserve 
Patrol Vessels (L. M. G.) 

~ Fishery Reserve 
Vessels M/S (L.M. G.) 

1 Harbor Patrol Vessel (Depth Charges) 

ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL VESSELS 
DEFENDING WEST COAST OF CANADA 

-

3 Auxiliary Cruisers (Under refit ) (4 B.L. 
2 Corvettes (temporarily detached) (1 B.L. 
4 Large Mi nesweepers ( 1-3" H .A.) 

6") I 
4") ~ 

1 large Minesweeper (1 A. F. 4") 
1 Yacht, A/S (Training) (1 A. F. 4") 
1 Yacht, A/S (one 12 pdr .) 
6 Fairmiles, A/S (3 pdr. , twin . 5 and D.C. ) 

18 Fi she ry Reserve 
Patrol Vessels (L.M.G.) 

10 M/S Fishery Reserve 
Patrol Vessels (L.M.G.) 

2 Small fast yachts (Depth Charges) 
1 Small yacht (twin .5 and D.C.) 

ESQUI MALT 

-

~ 
V)I 

~ ::)-~s 
~3 -<-
,.J ~ u ·;:: 
~ 0 

~£ 
:::I 

\ 
< 

I 
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ROYAL CANAD!ftN AffiFORCE IN BnITISH COLUMBIA 
~ e--se < == e=::r: •>«=zr:-=e:-==e r:r:: z e 

The West~r~ Air Gommand has it3 headquarter~ lc~ated at Vancouver, British Columbia~ nnd itg operational ~01munnd located at Victoria (#2 

far south as Bella Balla #2 Group i8 in eoromand of all othar Royal qanadian Air Foree stations in BrH,i3h Columbia, 
AERODROME. FACILITIES c..:::..-...s> nO:M em er er 2ee:-cr:, 

There ara no plane1r as yet '.lt Port Hardy. Runwal-~ hera ars fini:!hed,, howi:rvaJ\ and some ~iri'o:rcc par.:::onn~l are :rtationcd thera~ All other air harbor:, and aerodrom ,a of al~ the oparational ~taticm3 

Tha m~p on page 1£_ ~hovr.~ tt,e lo::ation of the m!ljor air.f'ields and seaplana baae3 in British Coluirbia .. 

The map on page ll f!hows ths numbar and diaposition of Royal 
~ 4t Canadian Airtor~e aircraft a3 of Msy 1 1 1943 ... 
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Annette Island~ 
4 Harvard 

13 Bolingbroke 
14 Kittyhawk 

Alliford Bay~ 
3 Stranraer 0 
1 Canso 

Coal Harbor 
'► $tranraer 
1 Canso 

Tofino ----.._ 
16 Ki ttyhawk 
15 Bolingbroke 
4 Harvard 

. /Prince Rupert 
Lt(' 1 Canso 

o 10 Shark 
2 Stranraer 
1 Norseman 

Bella .... 
Bella-?Q) 
4 St r anraer 
1 Canso 

Ucluelet-~;-------------=:::~ ~ 3 Stranraer 
®~© 

NUMBER AND DISPOSITION OF AIRCRAFT 'RCAF) 

AS OF MAY 1, 1943 

Airfield 

Seaplane Base 

Total Planes : 315 

-ombat: 199 
Ot hers : 116 

·-

Patricia Bay 
19 Hurricane 
2 Harvard 

15 Lysander 
6 Bolingbroke 
2 Shark 
1 Electra \ 
3 Goose 
5 Norseman 
9 Stranraer 

11 Anson 
9 Oxford 

43 Hampden 
10 Beaufort 

• 

-

ea Island & Vancouver 
9 Stranraer 

26 Bolingbroke 
4 Crane 
2 Harvard 
2 Anson 
5 Hampden . 
6 Hurricane 
5 Kittyhawk 
2 Shark 
1 Norseman 
1 Oxford 
1 Canso 

oundary Bay 
16 Hurricane 

2 Harvard 
1 Crane 

l 
...... ...... 
l 



FUEL OIL STOCKS 

'!'he map O!l page 11... sh~ni the loeation of the major etoek.s of 

fuel oil i..~ British Columbi~ and the amount of fuel· oil at each loeationo 

All stockg are -eomputad by bnn·el~ 05 Imparia.1. Gallona t.o the barral)., 

The fuel oil shovm in th~ Royal Canadian Navy tanks at VancQUV3r~ 

E8quim&lt 9 and Prinr-e Rupt-•rl 1s describad as 11Admiralty Typo11 " Thi~ is 

Bunl:9r 11C11 Fu.el 011 mixed. wit,1, Diesel oil at a ratio of appro1:im.at,ely 

The Crude oil listed fo~ Vancouvs~ is that 8t refineriase 

F\lel oil in the Commereir.1 Stock~ i .~ Bunker 1rc11 Fuel oil., 

The sto~ks noted are as of May 1.1) · 1943,. 
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I 

Esquimalt 
1'uei Oil 

DECLASSIFIED ~ 90 Octane r·- Fuel Oil 

/\.uthority_/vlJ 'fJ7l/ S_~ 87 Octane 

--• .. 

MAJOR FUEL OIL STOCKS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 
~AS OF MAY 1, 1943) . 
RCN) Royal Canadian Navy 

(Comm) Commercial 

(Stocks are comput ed by barrels 
35 Imperial Gallons to the barrel) 

Prince Rupert 
Fuel Oil (RCN ) 69,226 
Fuel Oil (Comm) 4,800 
90 Octane (Comm) 191,2?8 

Ocean Falls 
Fuel Oil (Comm) 64,200 

Powall River 
Fuel Oil (Comm) 36,300 

Vancouver 
Fuel Oil 
Fuel Oil 
Crude Oil 
Diesel 011 
90 Octane 
PJ7 Octane 

(RCN) 663,044 
(Comm) 76,835 
{Comm) 257,145 
(Comm) 414,818 
{Comm) 115,315 
(Comm) 37,l?? 

SEC ET 
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RADAR INSTALLATIONS IJS BRITISH COLUUBIA ~--n~, ::...a~-tt::,:sw=e · 

With the eomple~:lon Qf tho radar banc<in at Spi der Island$ military 

forces i..11 British Coluti;bj,n ho.<l si.J<: radars in opet•at,ion on May 1, 1943Q 

A seventh should be added to this list by tha end of May9 uhen the 

Langora Island set is completed. These stations are cont rol led by t ho 

Western Ait' Cormnand, Royal Canad.ion Airforce~ 

LDce the m.r-eJ.cs~ stations~ the radnr installations have very 

little in ·<.ha way of pJ•otsctlim., They could be seized by an enemy agent, 

without groat di.ff:iculty~ Those beai:ons that are not near m:tlitary instru.= 

le.ti1)ns are provided r..o m.-i.litary prot~ction., 

A proposal v·as randa sometimo ago .to install RDF equipment in the 

Government elevator in Prin~e Rupert" Thin ,muld have a range of uppro:\'i= 

mately 20 ~iles~ and would cover ~he entrance to Prince Rupert Harbor
0 

It would be used ~s u tomporary measure until longer=rnnge sets were 

avnilablo. the equipnont is in Prince Rupert but there is no personnel. 

to man it~ 

The map on pagi) ~ 8hows the location of operating radare ~ld 

the Lrulgara Island in~talliltion no,,. being completed
0 
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~01filUNICATIO~ClLITIES IN BRITlSH Cu£QJ.IBIA 

'I'here are five ,3x.istine communication facilit~.,-,,o which c-an be 

used by the military sel"V:Lces in the defense of' We.:;tern Lanada~ 'fhcse a r e 

illustrs.ted on the maps shown on pages 18 ',:..-; 22" Separ ate maps have been 

9repai-ed in order to give a clearer pict ure of the area covered by each 

communication system .. 

A single voice c:irc·.1it between Vancouver a.nd Prince Rupert has 

been completed" The lina~i fr:,m Prince George to Princ:e R!lp3I't a.re ready 

for u:1e , The fina.l progra11 H:iich calls for three voicze channels and two 

T/T channels ·has been cle1nyed beeause of shortc1gr~s of !llllter:1.als and lack 

of coordint.tion but should bfl cowlotcd by September L 1943 .. 

In addition to the sbove:J there are some planned facilitles 

under the µoclfic. Command Pro5rarmnc - namely,, radio telephone commlmications 

from the m~inland to Vancot1vcr Island, Q...ieen Charlotte Islands und Annette 

Island, as well as some addit-lonal telephone cix-cuits on Vancouver Isl.anti 

and betneen important mninlan:l point.a ., These will bG used solely by the 

military un:.il the encl of the war. 'rhey aro shown on the map on pnge 23, 

N,:gotie.tions ar.0 underway to malce use of American mail plauea to 

provide a daily mail servtce ~t,v1een Vancouver and Prince Rupert via 

[
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Annette Island.. At the p~~esont time Ame~~1c-an p~anes are handling mail in 

this manner once a \·;aek, 

B. Lac:k of Protection for v~i:reless Stnt:lon on Djg_b,x Island 

'l'ha. Canadian Go,,reru:nent, ;,ireless station on Digby Isls.nd still 

remains lmprotec'i;ed, This atz.t.ion is a powerful short wove transmitter 

which vras installed by the Ctnv.dian Government for the purpose of broad­

casting io Japan and the Oi'l~nt.. It is believed that, a great deal of 

damage could be eccom?lished by the enell\Y seizing this station for even a 

fev, hours . Its capacity to ti.~c11smit and receive m;:ssages throughout the 

entire Pacific areav a.s well as its potential use :l.n the br.oadcE·sting of 

false messages to the Nor .. h hil~X'ban cont:i.nE;nt would me.ke it n hlghly str,•.­

tegic objective for the er:er!\v- , It :ts situated on the highest point of a 

small v wooded island s.bOQt or~f.• m.ile from Prince P.upert and could bG easily 

.held by a small force, on1:.-c occupied · Tlle tremendous area.3 of muskeg which 

constitute the ro.a,jority oz the land surfncc on these northern ielands would 

1llD.lte it iL1possible to nppr·oath the station from most directions . The nta­

tion has its o,-in generator and mainta \ns a gasoline supply on he.nd that 

v-,ould lteep it operating for opproximately six months o A new short wave set 
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HIOHifi~YS IN BRX'.l'ISH COLUMBIA ~ r:r ,-euoeoee~ -r:::::r:: - , e :e:mn 

'l'he .A.laska llighmi,y i:.:: being con:::itruct~d :U'l tuo sactions in 

British Columbi~, One section is from Dawson Creak to Fort Nel~Qny 293 
mile3~ and t he other £ram Fort Nelson to Lower Post~ a distance of 340 

milesc 

4t The Army pioneer roaa is being prinmrily used now with some exeep= 

tions., Campa have been established for the contraetor.s who will cont!)lete 

the nevr road, Ea~h eontractor is set to wor~<: on 10 to 20 miles of road.,. 

It is likely that two t,o th?'ee thousand men will be employed in thin area.., 

The contractors betW33tl Fort Nelson and the Uard River (215 miles from 

Fort NelsClh) are Eastarn Caradian firms 

- Betwa~n Daw~on Cr~ek and Fort Nelson important bridges are to ba 

erected over the Pea")e and Bikanni Rivers.. The pe1·m!lnent route b9tr;ecn 

Dawson Craek and Fort St .. ,Tchn has been .:f'ixed and grading 1s well advanced . 

There is much to bs dono~ hQw·ver1 relative t~ the final location~ grad~ 

ing,o gravelling~ etc.. ,of the road ootween Fart St . John and Fort Nelson ... 

'l'he 1.tlller Constru~tion Company (U .s g) is• now eracting telephon9 

pole~ and line along the road~ Thoy are making good progress, althoughv 
because of the fro.'3t i instlll lation of the pole3 has been difficult, A.bout 

200 poles are being placed daily .. Portable samulls have been eractad 

near the sparse stands of timber along the road to make use of thi5 source 
of supply. 
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