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MEMORANDUM 

Director of Naval Intelligence. 
Director, Central Division. 

Th.van der Laan, Attorney General , Curacao, 
Netherlands West Indies. 

(a) Central Division letter ser ial 040513 of 
t:ay 23, 1942, to Admiral Ranneft, 
Netherland; Legation, 1::ashington, D. c. 

(b) Extract of· N. I . L. O. Curacao, Serial 
No. ?A-42 of July 4. 

(A) Reference (b). 

1. Enclosure is forwardeq. as a matter under 
cognizance of Central Division . 

2. This r eport, in addition to the information 
contained in reference (a), may indicate that the sympat hies 
of Dutch Government representatives in the Caribbean are not 
100% pro-Ally. 

3. It is recolllP.',e-nded that Admiral Ranneft, 
Netherlands Legation, be informed of this matter. 

DECLASSIFIED - - , 
Authority µµu ~oJc13 

___ _J 
ECRET 



SECRET 

Extract fr.om N. I. L. o. Curacao, Serial No. 7A-42 of July 4: 

1. Much administrative power lies vested in the Attorney General, Th.van 
der Laan. His treatment of that power is looked upon with daily increasing 
distrust by m8illy in Curacao, including some highly-placed officials. This 
distrust, upon analysis, appears to be based on the following factors: 
(a.) The official's secrecy of method. He has many channels through which 
to acquire information; but that which he acquires is by no means disseminated 
to all departments concerned therewith. (b.) His seeming obstructionism. 
The slo,mess with which measures are taken for increased security. (c.) His 
past leniency to ·certain aliens known to be pro-Axis. (d.) His frequent 
visits to the island of Bonaire, where the Internment Camp is located. (e.) 
His monopolizing of the functions of the Netherlands West Indies Intelligence 
Department. 

2. Of the above, the Naval Liaison Officer has had reliable information 
concerning all counts, and personal knowledge only of (e.). It is realized 
that the statements are broad and general, and unsubstantiated by specific 
_proof. However, no ;report on the current situation in this area would be 
complete unless it referred to these widespread and increasing suspicions. 
As best proof of the seriousness of the situation, the following is 
submitted: On July 1st a highly-placed and respected Dutch official con­
fidentially told the writer: 'We will all need close co-operation. I am un­
happy about things which are going on here. I mean, inside.• On July 4th 
the same official said to the writer: 'You must warn your Staff (i.e. Cafac 
Headquarters) not to give any important information to the Attorney General. 
The man is a big question mark.' 

SECRET 
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NETHERLANDS E MBASSY 
eAid'AllilC>'Jiliiilir''Mltzl.W>lRirnp?M 

BUREAU OF NAVAL ATTACHE 

WASHINGTON, D . C. 

Ml 

Refr-rrinr- to your lPtt; 0 r o-f' !:.1.y r3 , 1942 , 
SPrial TTo . 010513 , I Rm here~ith en closin? R·~emo­
ranc_1n , in n}-)J_ ch t;he COTT\t1 "'n t is fi ven b:v tj1e Gover­
nor of Sui- in;::-in r~grird:nr.: tLe 1.,1?port of the U. S . 
1'1pv p_:;_ ObservPJ., , P ar2mr1r i bo , Surinam .. 

I ma:, i:,up?est tl:~t t he l- . s . ObsPrv Pr ,,,oul d 
cliscuss 11i s c oJ11nJ_aint s 1':l_th t:--..e G-o v e r nr.1ents Of'fi ciRls 
befor e sendinf: tL.en to h i s own l}ov e r nmPnt ::rnd thP,t he 
\Jl1o u l d t ake 1,1ore i n t o pcc otm t the l o c i:i l circ umstRncP s. 

llECEIVED S-C FILES 
Room ?0!_\5 

JUL ~ '~ 2 
ROUTE Tv ~?"> ,..,,'-"'V 1 1 

J r~i i)5 I 
1p File No. (SC) fl. .• .. i-'c 
,~c. No •. • • • . • •• · ...e ~ 

opy No .. oe .• _. .... Gt---

..... _...,.. 

Sincerely yours , 

J . E . i I P 2- j 9I' IlHnlV' f' t 
ftp, qr ActnirP l ' r, . p . ': . 

Nnvr, l AttPche . 

Cr-mtR in :a. S . Sclu.lrrw 1n , U. S . ~L 

l'J:iv:r T"e;)r> rtr.iF.?nt 

WHshinFt0 n , D. c. 

DECLASSIFIED - --· \ 
Authority fJtJµ 'oaJ O -=r 3 

___ _J, ( \ /;) 
( \ 

' I 



MEHORANDUM. 

With referenee to your letter dated MAY 23, 1942, SeriBl No. 

040513 ( S. C. ) AB-6/QSl R.nd the report of the U. S. NA.val Observer, 

PRramaribo, Surinam, to the ChiPf of Naval Operations of May l, 

1942, d~aling with the security of shipping information. 

1.) Consignees of incoming- C?.r~o receive per airmail before the 

ship arrives their bills of lading, in which name of ship, cargo 

and destinRtion are mentioned, so. that the name of the ship is 

known to these people. 

However time of arrival of the ship remains al·ways a secret 

even to authorities and ship's agents till the moment tha.t a pilot 

is asked for,but then the ship is very close to the lightvessel 

where ehe 1s out of danger on account of the shallow water and the 

presence of patrolplanes. 

2.) The guarding of the wharves and sheds takes place by police 

and detectives. This is considered more effective than a guard of 

military men because thP. police knows everybody in thie small com­

munity and can refuse entrance to the docks to undesirables better 

than sentries. 

It is unavoidable that shippers of Cl'l.rgo have access to the 

sheds and offices for information. This is also the case with loni 

shoremen for the handling of the cargo. 

It is in the nature of things that information is fiven to shi· 

pers whence they can send their cargo,but the route of the ships re· 

mains nevertheless a secr8t. Hence it ie not surprising that the 

observer 
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Another ir:1pDovement ·would. b8 to send the bilJ_s of l~dinr of 

outso1.n§~ ships a couple of c.ays a:PteJ" the ships have left. 

In order to make the guarding of docks more perfect, the Goyer· 

nor will a.lso put the military police in this service, Md further· 

more he will make 1 t obl ig:a tory for h,'3.rbor and shippingpersonnel ti 

be provided with identification cards vrith finger-prints. 

, Authority_ . _ . '""'· 
~j) 80,;()-:, t'/f/ 

-- 3 f 
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MEMORANDUM 

The Dir'ector of Naval I ntel ligence, Op-16 . 

Symbol : Branch or Section To 
1 AIDE 'l'O DI !1EC·roR , .• •• •••••. .. 16. i .. ..... ·1 AScI S'i'ANT DIRECTOR . • ••.• • • • • •• 16=A::::::: :, HEAD OF ADMINI STRATIVE BRANCH. 
16-A- d ••.••. =CENSORSHIP •• • ••• •• • ••• • • • •• •. 0 

16- A- l • ..... Secretarial . . . ... . . ... • . .. .. • . -, 
16-.A- 2 .. . . . . Persor~el . .... · · · · · · · • · • • • • • • • r - -

16- A- 3 . • • .. • Mail _ and Di spatch .... . ...... • j- -: 
16 A 4 Services ..... •·· ·· ···· •· · ·· •• •'r·--· - :1. - •••••• 

16-A- 5 ...... Legal ... . .. .. . . . .. . . ... . . ... .. !--. 
16-A- 6 . . . . . . Reserve . . .. .. ... ....... o •••••• l 
16- B. . • • . . . • HEAD OF DOMESTIC IN'fELLIGENCE I 

: B'RANCH • •• • • , . •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •____,, 
• 1 • t t I l6 B 1 Execut:i. ve ,;. ss i s an •• • .•• • • • •. L __ . 

16: B:,,-,::::: : Reports and Fil es •••••••• • • • •• 1 _ _ _ 
/: t · t · I 

16- B- 3 • • • •• • I nves i ga ing •.• • •• • • • . • ••• •. • •-· 
•t l l 6- B- L~ . . .... Securi y . . .• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • : __ _ 

16 B r. Comn1erce a11d Travel • .••• •• •• •• ; _ _ · - - ::> • • • • • • ' 
16- B- 7 •• · · •· Count er Intellige~ce . ••• •• •• • • l __ 
16- B- 8 •••• • • Coastal Infor mation •• • • • ••• •• • , __ 
16- B- 9 . • • • • • Training School'. t ......... ... . ;--- ·· 
16- B- 10 ••••• Personnel Secur1. y ...••.•... .. · 
16- C •. •• . • •• HEAD OF FLEET INTELLIGENCE i 

Bfu\ T,JC H • ••• •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1- --· -
16- C- l .•..•. Int elligenc e Center •. • ••••• • • • : __ ; 
16- C- 2 . .. • • • ' Information Center ...•• ••••• •• 
16- E • • • ••••• : HEAD OF NAV:.L RECORDS ;,.Iill 

. ! LIB~ RY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 
1 - F •.•. •••• , HF.AD OF FOREIGN IlifTELLIGENCE 

' .- JUI, 

Comment 

Blt.!\.rJCH. ..... . .. . . .• . . . . . . . . • • "'- _).,;:; ~ r'\ 
16- F- x •.••• • : Brit ish Agenc i es Liaison • • • • • • 1 '. /2tn,V\5 (_ ,~ · (/ 
J 6- F- l . ..... i British Emoire . ..... . .. . . . .. ,. 1--; ) /I 
i 6- F- 2 . • •.• · l Far East • • : • ••.• • •• •. •••• • •• • • c ~ 1 t, (0 r l (,,:1 'I 
16- F- J ••••• • , Wes t ern European . • • ••••• • .• . •• ! __ : 1r \_lrJ 
16- F- 4 •.• •• • 1 Centr a l European ••. . •• • •• • •• •• W ~ t L ,I) ' \ 
16-F- 5 •• ••• • ! Eastern European ••• •• • •••• • • •• 

1
~ \J . 

16- F- 6 ••• ••• · Balkans and Ne.:ir East • • •• •• •• • · 
16- F- 7 ••• • ••. American Republics •• •••• •• • • • • --
16- F- 8 • • •••• Foreign Trade •• ••• • ••••••• • • • • j__; , -,,/~ 
1~- F- 9 •.• • •• 1 Spec~al_Int 8l ligence • • • • •••• •• t_ i A( () A _ - ~ J I/I 
lo- F- 10 •.• • •. Stat1.st1.ca l •••• • • •• ••. •• •• • ••• µ JV 0-~L Y..v 
16- F-ll. • • •• Stra t egic I nfor mation •• • • ••• . • 1-- , , ~ A 
16-F-12 • • • • ·I Protocol and Reception.. . . • • • • T .._ 
16-F-20 • •• • • 1 I dentifi:at~on_ and ! .,,, ¾ 
. Charac ver1st1.c s. • . . . . . . • • • • • 1 , ~ 

1
1 - J •• •••• • • JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMM •• •• • • • 

- X ••• •• ••• PL.,NNING BR,JJCH • ••••• •• • •• •••• 

I 


