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Subject: March on Washi ngton l-Iovement 

Summary of I nformation : 

Background of Movement 

The present March on Washi ngton Aovement has as its origin 
a r E9ort edly anti-CoillIIIllilist group of Negroes who separated themselves 
from the Ne,tional Negro Congress , a reported Communist organization, 
in Ar:iril, 1940 . During the latter part of 1940 this group of Negroes 
met wit h A. Phili~ Randolph, head of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters , and decided to plan a.n organization for an actual march on 
Washingt on to be carried out du.ring the S~ring of 1941 . Original nur
poses of the organization were as follows: 

1 . To present in t he American way the grievances of the 
Negro people to the President of t he United Stat es 
and the Congress . 

2. Inclusion of the Negro in the eight-point Atlant ic 
Chart er. 

3. Stop the exploitation of Negro grievances by Commu
nists and other subversive elements . 

The ec1.rlior J.iarch on Washington was abandoned by A. Philip 
Randol9h upon receipt by him of a letter f rom the President requesting 
delay of such action . When the March vies called off , the Communist 
elements of the organization were reported t°' be very angr y and tried 
to oust R?ndolph and 9roceed t•1i th the March . Later the officers and 
executive members of the organization were reported to have nu.rged the 
movement of Comnnmists and Comnnmist sympathizers. 

Since then, Negroes have been increasingly vigorous in using 
war conditions as an excuse for nressing social demands, the ca.nroaign 
being aimed ma.inly at the Army and Havy . 
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The Kansas City, 1-!issou.ri, Call , e Neero lTewsuaper , reported 

on A!Jril 17 , 1942, that Wr.1 ter F. White of the National Association 
for the Advance~ent of Colored Peo~le, and A. Philip RandolDh of the 
I nternation~l Brother hood of Sleening Car Porters, haQ met to discuss 
-olans for a. series of n.:,tiom;ide meetings centering ~.round the Negro 
~roblem, the CI}ief of which was pl anned for We.shin5ton <1bout July 4 . 
The conference ,-,as said to be an outerowth of the Ua,rch on Ueshington 
idea and called for gigantic meetings for Chicago and New York. 

Purposes 

The pu.rposes of the Me..rch on Washington l!ovement, as announced 
i n THE AGE , Negro paper in Hew York City , June 13, 1942 , in an article 
entitled, 11Land of t he Noble Free'' , by La,vle L~:ine , is RS follo,-,s : 

111 . We deI!land in the interest of ne.tional unity, the e.br oga
tion of every law w· ich makes a distinction in treatment between 
citizens based on religion, creed, color , or national origin . This 
means e.n end to Jim Crow in education, i n housing, in transport~tion 
and i n every other social , economic and politicnl nrivilege; and es
peciall y , we demand, in the capital of the nation an end to all segre
gation in publi c pleces and in -oublic institutions . 

11 2 . We demand l egislation to enforce the 5th a.nd 14th 
amendments guaranteeing that no persons slwll be deprived of l i fe , 
liberty or property without due 11rocess o: law so tl}zt the full weight 
of the nat ional goverrunent may be used for the protection of life and 
thereby ma~, end the disgrace of lynching. 

113 . We der.iand the enforcement of the 14th end 15th amend
ments and enactment of the Pepper Poll Ta:,; Bill so that all 
barriers in the exercise of the suffrage are eliminated. 

114. ·we demand the abolition of segregation and discrimina
tion in the Army, I~ine Corps , Air Corp~ and all other branches of 
na tionai defense . 

115 . We demand an end to discrimi nation in jobs and job 
training . Further, ,-,e demand thP..t the Fair E11TOloyment Practice 
Committee be made~ permanent edministration agency of the United 
States Government by l egislative sanction and that it be given power 
to enforce its decisions ba sed on its findin~s . 

116 . We deraand the.t federal funds be withheld from any 
agency which pract ices discrimination in t he u se of such funds . 

11 7. We demand a Negro cabinet member and representation of 
minority racial groups dn the United 6tPtes on all a.dlrlnistrntlv~· 
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agencies so that these groups may have recogniti on of their democratic 
r ight to 9a.rt ici~ate in formulating 9olicies . 

11 8. We a.emand reuresentation for the Negro and rninori ty 
racie.l grouTJs on ell missions , political and technical, which will 
be sent to the ::?eace conference so tha,t the interests of all ueople 
everywhere may be fully recognized.~nd justly provided for in the 
uost\\lar settlement . 

Officel'S 

The officers of the March on Washington l•1ovement are reported 
to be as follows : 

A. Philip Randolph, National Director 
Lawrence ?I. Ervin , President 
Bessye J . Bearde~, Vice-CbairJ:Jan 
J . Victor Cools, Vice-Chairman 
E. E. Willia1i1s, Vice-Ch,airman 
J ames C. Thomas , Secretary 
Princess Wynder , Corresuonding Secretary 
Aldrich .Turner, Treasurer 
Perry Ferguson, Secretary of ifembership 

E~ecutive Committee: 

George Cannon 
Layle Lane _ 
Frances Townsend 
Emma Kei th 
Channing Tobias 

Legal Committee: 

Perry Ferguson 
Louise r:cDonald 
Rachel Corrot hers 
Blanche Lee 
Princess Wynder 

Thelma Haylock 
Pearl Mort on 
Quentin R. Hand 
B. F . McLaurin 

Bardlie J ohn 
He.rold Stevens 

J ames C. Thomas SarahP . Speaks 
Cornelius ncDonald , Jr. 

Labor Committee - New York Division ~ 

B. F. l•IcLaurin, Chairman 
Edith Henson, Secretary 
.Aldrich Turner, Treasurer 
Noah C. A. Wal t ers , Co-Chairman 
Charlotte Abelman, Laundry Workers Union CIO 
Benjamin Benton , Retail Grocery and Clerks Local 338 CIO 
Theodore Burton, Theatre and Amusement Service Local 54 A.FL 
Dick Campbell, Negro Actors ' Guild 
Sylvester L. Corrot hers, U. T. S.E.A. 
Frank R. Crosswaith, Negro Labor Committ ee 
Winifred Gittens, Bloute and Waist Makers Local 25, I. L.G.W.U. 
Theodore Jackson, Dining Car Ewployees Local 370 A.FL 
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Manni ng J ohnson, Bar and Gr i ll Empl oyees Local 341 CI O 
Layl e Lane , American Federation of Teachers Local 2 
Cl~ude l,:eson, Dini ng Car Errroloyees Cominittee 
E. P. Nolan , Harlem Transit Eoployees Committee 
Ezra L. Perrott , Local 501 U.T. S.E.A. 
Eldica Riley , Dress□akers Local 22 I . l.G.W .U. 
Ralph Redmond, l.fusicians L')cd 802 AFL , 
Ashley Tot ten, Br ot herhood of Sleeping Car Porters 
E. E . \'lilliaI!ls , Blasters and Drill Runners Loce,l 29 .AFL 
Thomas Young, Building Ser vice Employees Local 32<B,AFL 

Na.tional Committee (Lf'.bor) 

Wolter White 
Dr . Rayford Logan 
A. · Clayt on· Powell , Jr . 
Frank R. Crossw2ith 
E. :!'.' . lkLaurin 

Snonsoring Or gani zat ions 

Rev . Wm. Ll oyd I mes 
A. Phili~ Re,ndol nh 
Lester B. Granger 
Henry JC . Cra.ft 
E . E. Willi ams 

Layle Lnne 
T. J ackson 
Ri chard Parrish 
J . Fi nley Wil son 

The fol lowing orgnnizati ons are stated t o be supporting the 
?•larch on Washi ngt on liovement: 

Brotherhood of Sleepi ng Car Port ers 
National Associat ion for the Advancement of Col or ed Peoole 
He.nhattan Central l!edical AssociPtion 
Negro Labor Committee 
Friends of Negro Labor 
Negr o Welfc>re League of Jamaica , New Yor k 
National Ur ba.n League 
Arn~ri can Vi rgin I slands Civic Association 
Hotel Belmans Benefi ci al Associat ion 
United Sons of eea.orga , Incorporat ed. 
Uni ted Negro League of Queens 
St . Vi ncent Benevolent League 
Bapt ist s Mini st eri al Council 

HeA.dgua.rter s 

The headque,r t ers of the March on 'fashingt on 1-!ovement i s 
located in t he Hotel Theresa, 2084 Sevent h Avenue , New York City . 

Hembershin 

The New York Division of the l!a.rch on Washi ngton Movement is 
report ed to have a membership of well over 1 , 200 uersons and attempts 
are being Il'.ade to secure edditional members . The m~wbershin fee is 
~teted to be ten cents . Membership is limited strictly to Negroes . 
It was re~orted confidentially that at R recent meeting a snall rroup 
of white persons attended but were -politely adv-tsed their -presence was 

DECLASSIFIE~J 
O 

"1
7 
I 

. Authority JJµu ~a~ 



.. 

1 
I not desired. iieetings of this organ iza.tion are stated to be held 

regularly each Wednesday night at the Y . l..C .A., 135th Street, Harlem. 
It hes been reported that apprortmately 200 nersons attend each 
meeting . Extent of membershiu in other cities is as yet undetermined. 

Finances 

I t has been re:9orted that the finances of the llovement come 
entirely from contributions made by members and c.ffiliated organiza
tions . During the first part of Anril , 1942, approxi mately $1 ,500 had 
been collected by the organization and further a ttempts were being 
made to raise a total of $6' , 000 which was contemplated to have been 
u sed for the mass meeting held at Hadison Square Garden, June 1 6 , 1942. 

A. Philip Randolph exoected to collect $25 ,000 at the Chicago 
meeting on June 26 . The extent of realized contributions hae not been 
ascertained. 

Program 

In connection with the March on Washington, Randolph plans a 
11blackout 11 whereby every business i n the Negro communities should be 
closed , a ll churches closed, eJ.l hor.1es with their ,·1indow shades pulled 
dmm, and the various social and recreational activi t i es of the commu
nities completely stop~ed for an all-out descent of Negroes u~on white 
liew York , White Chicago, and white Washington. 

The following plan of action is announced as a ~art of the nro
gre.m of the Harch on Washington Movement e,s announced in THE AGE, Negro 
panar in New York City, June 13, 1942, in a.n articl e entitled, "Land 
of the Mable Free 11 , by Layle Lane. 

111. Publicity i n Negro press; s i milar publicity ih white 
press under caption: Wake up, \'lhite Ameri ca ! 

"2 . 
Governors and 
committees to 

Post card, and letter C91ITOaign to the President, t o 
Congressmen to secure their support of the ~rogr a,m, 
wait on each for the same !JUrpose . 

all 

113. Ce;npaign to introduce eight- point yrogram into bot h 
white and N~gro clubs, churches, fraternal organizations and esnecially 
labor unions to secure their endorsement and support . 

114 . Intensive drive during summer and fall to get out the 
Negro vote to make sure that_we use our ballot as a. weanon in our be
half. 

11 5. Poll of all Congressional cancl.idates on our eight
point nrogram and publicity on their replies . 

116 . Cooperation with othE>r organizations in ins ti tu ting a 
r-- -;~~~~~su~i ;t _::_t :o_:cu:t down the representa.tion in Congress of states which dis
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SECR 
franchises vot er s in accor dance with the follo\;ing sect ion cf the 14th amendment , "when t11.e 1:ight t o vote at o:w election for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the United StateE , for Representatives in Congress, the Executive and J udicial officers of a state , csr the mec1ber s of the Legisla ture thereof is denied to any r.1ale inhabitant or i n any way abridged ... t he basis of r epresentation tbe:!'ein shall be reduced in t he pr oportion which the number of _aJ.e citizens bear to the whole number . 11 

11 7 . Camoaign among Negr o v:orkers to a cquaint them with the necessity of securing the technical training needed for defense jobs ; Where t:10 training is not given to force the withhol ding of federal funds t i ll training is made available to Negroes ; to use collective· bargai ni ng , 1)icketing and bo:rcott of firms which continue to discri mi nate in hir ing workers . 11 

Miscelle.neous Smathetic Hovem_~nts 

The Baltimore, :i?.ryland, AFRO- Ar.!F.RI CAN, lTegro newsuaper, reported on .A.1ril 25 , 1942, $ mass meeting in B?..ltinore , led by Rev . A. C:!.aYton Powell , Jr ., and a t tended by some 1200 persons . I t advocated a progran , Harch on Anna:.9olis . Po\··ell is quoted. Rs saying: 11We havo got ten up enough nerve to morch on Anlll'.:!.)Olis and we don 1t give 2 de.nm what h?:rmens . We believe it is better to die fighting for freedom than to live a slave . 11 A Lillie 1-1 . J ackson , President of the local National Associ ation for Advancement of Colored People who uresided, u r esented Carl liuryhy , chain1en of the Citizens Committee for Justice, composed of 150 or grniza.tions which were suonsoring the ~-larch . J ua.ni ta J ackson I-Ii tcb.ell, dir ector of the Committee, ma.de an a-ppeal for money to finance the trip, to ~ey for necessnry 'bu.sses, trains and cc:.rs. 

The PITTSBURGH COURI.Ji!R, Negro paper , June 20 , 1942, reported that J essie L. Vann, Brooklyn Retltor, hRd i~sued a call to all borough residents to \·Ti thdraw d8!)0si t money in savings banks for ~n all- out offensive aeainst the policy of the banks of refusing t o loan mortg~ged money in Uegro sectors . Date for the me.rch of the Brevoort was set for July 15 , 1942. 

Said Vann: 11This raovement, I am confident, will show every savings bank in the city of New York that Negroes arP tired of undecocratic ~ractices , not only in the Third Reich , but also in the First National .. . This is a nationeJ. u roblem. The community of Brooklyn will have the honor of showing the country how to l i ck it . If we can do it her~ , public- snirited real estate men , ta..~- uayers and civic grouns cs.n do it t hroughout the length and breadth o+' the United States . 11 

The larch on Washington Hcvement h;:i.s asslll!led a s a soecial urojoct the release of Odell W8ller, Negro sh.are- cropner who has been 
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condemned to the electric chair for killing a ~hi te la.ndlord.. Governor 
1larden 'o'f.:- ~i-rginia, 1."'e:f.U:sed to ·comnfu.te Waller I s ·sent·ence · ·and· the Workers 
:Defense- League ·appol·n:ted a co~mi ttee to cell bn Presi'.ae:tit· -RocisP-velt ·to 
a:ppoi:ntt·.:-an- inve:stigetine committe·e for ·the: cas·e .. _ The W'or!ters· Defense 

:League :Oonfini tt·e·e~·.cons'ist-ed· of' :the follm•iing: · · ·. ·, •: : ·::: -- ·: · · · r.••·. : ~ 

l:~: Philip' Rendolph\ '. pre~ici'en•r of Bro·tnerhood: '•of, ·Sle18!)illg-. 
'Car· Per:ters. · · .:. · · · .. ··.: ,·:~i. - :,-, : · , ·.· .. ; ,. ::-_: .·a•.;_ •. · .• 

·WaJ:ter Whi te·,Executive Dir·e~cte>r· of the NB.tional Association 
for the Adva.ncement of Colored People • 

. •. ,._.. •,: . Frank Oro sswai th, Chairman of Negro Labor Cor:.1mi ttee of 
Hp,.,rlem Etnd a me10ber of the New York City Housing Au.thori ty. . 

t~ayle Lane, Vice Pr-~sident· of: the'· :Americah Fe·derki:Hofr 'ot· .. , ·_ 
·Teachers. · · ·· · · · · •. .:. ~ ·· · · · · · · · _. ... =· :·, • -

Channing Tobia·s of' the. Ne.hofiel~··council of~ the Y~·r,i.,.-0.-.A.~ .. 
Elmer Ce.rt er, Edi tor of the: Uegro maga.z·ine, 11Oppo•r:tuiiity 11 • 

The Na.tional Negro· A"s·socia.tions seeking a: st~y p_f" exec'tttion· 
fo: .. Odell Wall~r, ha:s ·a:ba.ndoned· hope· of· ·e.- las·t.:..min.ute int·ervention· by 
President Roo·sevel t and in· a s·tatemen·t-~ ,. the Ass·ooiatfohs· said ·wa11 er' s 
c.eath will 11 stab in the -back ·a group·"'cff p·~ople ~·nib are··_ask~d to ·defend 
their country, but· whom the les.ders: of thelr ·country will not a·efena·. 11 

New York·Meeting 

l!he-:AMSTERD:Apl NEWS S~AR, Negr:o i;)~per- in -N'ew York City, -June· 6, 
1942, endorsed the Ma.rth·:on Washington 1-IovemP.nt{ .. end;steted that 50,000 
Negroes were f:!xoected to p,ttend the New York Meeting on' June 16, 1942. 
The actual a.ttendance WRS estimated as 17,000. The meeting we.s held -
June 16 a,t· the Uadison Sq_uare Garden, New York City. The following in
dividuels spoke at ·this meeting: Dr .. Lawrence Ervin, Ohe.irman; Dr. 
Mary McLeod Bethune, Director of Negro Youth Divi.sion of the NRtional 
Youth Administration; Reverend A. Clayton Powell, ·Jr~, mem'ber of the New 
York 0ity Oouncil;-Reverend John La.·Farge, Associ·ate Edito·r of AMERICA; 
Dr. Channing H. Tobias·; Director of Negro Division of the Y.M.C.A.; 
Frank R._ Orosswaith, Chairman, ,Negro Labor Committee;· Walter White, 
Exe cu.ti ve1 ·Secretary, National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People; Reverend W. O. Carrington, President, African American Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Zion Ministers Alliance of New York City; Lester :B. 
Gre.nger, Executive Director, Me.tionel Ur1?an Lee,gue; and Dr. O. Clay 
Me,:~well, Pastor, ·Mount Olivet :S~tist'Ch'ij.r6li; Artnur ~eid;·organizer, 
125th Street. Job Campaign. . . - , . · "0·• • • • 

• • ,· ...., :: tr> lt ~ .; 

The crowd include·d a sprinklin~· 6f whites a.nd c. ·few nersons 
in Army uniform. A series of ske1;ches··~J.I~~ ·0 The Watchword -is For
ward" were presented by a -professio~a.1 N"egr~-;~blst •. Th~ Rsverend A. 
Clayton Powell, Jr., and Frank ·R. Cr_o irswal ~h ~:re··'rnen.tioried e.s particu
larly f orcefu.l and _effective speak!rs. The 'lteve~end John ·La Fe.rge, S .J., 
was the oniy white speaker. Randolph·pro:oosed several resolutions, 
one being a resolution for a division of mixed troo~s in the United 
States A:rmy. Speakers.pointed out that there could be no lasting peace 



fj 

unless Indians, Ethiopians , Africans, ·and the Negroes sat in ·at the 
peace table 0 The aforementioned sketches were -inflammatory and verged 
on the seditious, pointing up alleged r acial discrimination in the 
United States Navy and in the operation of the Selective Service Acta 

The New York JOURNAL AND AMERICAN, June 18, 1942, reported 
that Mayor La Guardia had approved the March on Washingt.on Movement at 
the June 16 rally at Madison Square Gardeno 

Chicago Meeting 

The Chicago mass meeting of the March on Washington Movement, 
held in the Coliseum, Chicago , was attended by over 10,000 Negroes pro
testing alleged discrimination by the Government against members of 
their r ace serving in the armed forces and in defense industries. 

The Chicago DAILY NEWS, June 27, 1942, reporting the meeting 
of the day before, quoted Ao Philip Randolph as s~ing, 11 The Negroes 
are going to march on Washington· and not care what happens unless Jim 
Crowism is stopped. 11 Walter White, another of the speakers, is re
ported to have said: "The :principles of the Atlantic Charter must be 
made applicable to the brown, yellow, and black _people of the Orient 
to win our aid. 11 

Handbills had been distributed several da_ys before announcing 
that between 9 and 10 P.M. of June 26, 1942, there would be a blackout 
in the colored area, with an organization of teen-age Negro boys to 
enforce the blackout, by force if necessaryo Contrary to the expectation 
of informants, no violence attended t he meeting nor was there any whole
sale looting in connection with the blackouto 

On June 21, 1942, about 50 members of the Youth Squadron of 
the March on Washington Committee, staged a para.de in Chicagoo It is 
believed that the parade was handled by a James Weldon Johnson of the 
Youth Council of the National. Association for the Advancement of the 
Colored People. 

Extent of Communist Influence 

The attitude of the Communist Party toward the March on Wash
ington Movement has changed from one of discouragemant and opposition 
to one of collaboration, if not active support. This support has been 
accepted by leaders of the March on Washington Movement , although 
Randolph has publicly disclaimed any such connection and has even 
attacked Paul v. McNutt, Federal Security Administrator, as a "red" 
for consenting to address a mass meeting of the Negro Labor Victory 
Committee in Harlem, June 28, 1942, which Randolph regarded as part of 
a Communist-inspired counter movement~ 

The Communist Party policy at present, however,seems to be 
its cllaracteristic one of "boring from within" in an attempt to control 
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and direct t he policy of the Harch on 'v!ash i ngton ifovement through a 
dominant Party faction . 

The Chicago DAI LY !TEWS , June 27 , 1942, rtmort ed a meeting 
sup~l ementa.ry to the Coliseum nass meeting held the evening before . 
The meeting on June 27 was in connection \·'i th tr.e Midwest Conference 
on the Negro and the War , and. was held by the Chicc1eo Civil Liberties 
Com.mi ttee . Thi s confer ence °l'/as reported by the Chicago HERALD 'l'RIBUWE 
of June 27 , 1942 , to have ta.1<:en ulace a t the Hotel Sher man and to be 
sponsored by the National Association fo r t he Advancement of Colored 
Peopl e . Speaker s were : Barnet Hodes, I r a Le.t i mer , Howerd !fayer , 
Hetbert Agar , J ohn J . G-ut elcnecht, and Al Foster . The conf er ence 'Ore
pa.red four demands to place before the country: Right to equelity in 
the armed for ces in assignments e.nd nromotions, t he right to get and 
hol d war i ndustry jobs , the ri$t to parti cipat e in the g6vernoent 
through ballot, e.nd t he general right to pa.rtici:pation in °l''orld democ
re.cy . 

Poosible i½xch on We,.~hineton 

The actual pr obability of a Negr o march on Washington, D. C., 
rem~;ns undeter mined. 

On ~une 5 , 1942, information was received t hat ther e would 
be such a march on Washi ngton about the 4th of July, to assemble at 
the Griffith Stadium, Washir.gt on , D.C. ?'..ajor Key, superintendent of 
the Hetropb1i tan Police Dep.artment, Washington , D. C., has st eted. th~t 
he hes no informa.tion conceI'!li nt; ulans for t he ll,erch. A. Phili!J 
Randolph has said that Harol d Ickes , Secretary of the Interior , hRS 
denied ,:,or mission for the ifovernent to use t he grounds of the Lincol n 
Ileruorial in Wash i ngton, D.C . , for the mass meeting, and t ha t the 
Comr:iitt ee is negotia ting fo r l ease of the Washington :Sall Par!-:, and if 
unable to secure this lease , would hold the raJ.ly in Logan Circle, 
Washin~ton, D.C. Tb.at such a march i s e:rnected by the local Negroes 
is indicated by a report of the r egular meeting, June 28 , 1942, of 
the Negro organizetion, TeMmle of Allah, #4, 1527 - 9th Street, J .W. , 
Washington, D. C. At t hi s meeting the comi ng 11i1arch on Washi ngt on11 

was hailed 11:i th warm appr oval. No definite information on the intencled 
march, however, was given out . 

There if.l e report t ha t Randol ph ancl other leaders act uo.l ly 
do not contel!]plate a march on the City of Washington and the.t the 
Uovement is being used for the "Oersonal gai n find national recognition 
of some of the lead643• There is also a.,.~ opinion of some weight 
thet Randol-oh is merely creating a si t u...,tion in hone of a request by 

the President or someone in the White House to cbandon the project and 
by doing so , to secure ~olitical favor. The St . Loui s ARGUS, Negro 
paper , June 12, 1942, cla.iwed t hat the name , 111.;erch on Washi nPton11 , wes 
being retained bec~use it was known and respected, out that no actuel 
march on the ceryital city wcs planned to te.ke nlacc during the war . 
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There is a further report of June 19, 1942., tha t no actual 
march on Washington is being contellll_)late,l, but that the National head
quarters of the movement is nlanning.a large !!leeting to take ~lace 
in Washi ngton , D.C., at some u.~snecified date . 

On June 22 , 1942, before dawn, in lleridia.n Park, three shots 
were fir ed and ai;:,par ently c gathering of Negroes took place in that 
vicinity . ~t the same· time , in the ·general neighborhood , a small crot·1d 
of thirt:r or forty white people assembled. It -was xeported that members 
of the police force were disinclined to intervene, and that the white 
grouu threatened to go in ana. clean out the Negro gathering. This is 
regarded as being i ndicat ive of present strained relations existing at 
-present bet,1een ,1hi te end colored elements in the Dis trict , e.nd evi dence 
of what may materialize should the threatened Negro l-1arch on Washington 
take place . 

A. Philiu P.andolph 

A.Phili~ Randolph has the followine background : Sponsor, 
Emerge.ncy Pea ce Canmaign , 1936, which was the fore- :runner of the Ameri
can Peace Mobil ization; chairman, Labor League for Thomas and Nelson 
(Socialist); national president , Brot herhood of Sleeping Car Porters; 
mernber , sponsoring committee, 1936 , testimonial dinner to Norman Thomas ; 
S!)On£or, 1937, for ma-ss celebration in honor of 11ilfother 11 Bloor ( all eged 
mo t her of Communism in the United States) ; ~resident, National Negro 
Congress, 1937; member , sponso ring committee, Second World Youth Con
gress; editor of the liESSEWGER, allegedly radical Hegro magazi ne ; mem
ber, Scottsboro Defense Committee ; sponsor, National Share Croppers 
Week , held under the aus-oices of the Southern Tf'nant Farmers Union, 
1939. 

Thurman L. Dodson 

A committee is reported to exist in Washington, headed by 
a Negro attorney named Dodson, with offices on F Street, nossibly a 
part of the liovernent headed by Randolph . Thurman L. Dodson, Bttorney 
with offices a.t 615 F Street, lJ . W., was a me mber of the u r esiding 
committee , National Negro Congress . He held t his nosition a t the same 
:,oeriod when A. Philin Randolph was President of the organization . 
Dodson , in August, 1931 , relative to a.n alleged assault upon two nolice 
officers b:, one Henry Johnson, a Megro, s t ated that he had advised 
all members of his race in the Nint h Precinct of the Metropolitan Police 
Department, to resist all effort's of the police and to resort to weaJ?ons . 

Previous Hili tary Pceparg.tions 

At the time of the unmaterialized March on Washin5ton in 1941, 
the G-2 of the Third Corps Area, in cooperation with the G-2, Second 
Corps Area, made arrangements to cover such a march comnletely until 
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such time as it 'should reach the District Line ; to secure exact in
formation as to the numbers and er.act time of departure of the New 
York contingent, which wa.s expect ed to be the largest and most radi
cally- minded of the columns ; to establish li:?.ison with all an!)ropriate 
agencies , nlaint~in a situation map in the T,hird Corps Area office ; 
receive reports at a mini mum of once an hour on t he · so.bject; anc. to 
cover the main highways into W2,shington in such manner that before the 
arrival of any groups of automobiles the names of the owners of the 
automobiles woulcl. be sup:plied the War Denartment , together vrith Bll.Y 
avail able information concerning these owners. 
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