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20 The urgency of this document is such that it ‘ i
would not reach the addressee in time by the next available .
officer courier. The originator therefore authorizes the "
transmission of this document by registered mail within the
continental limits of the United States,

3., It is hereby certified that the originator
considers it impractical to phrase this document in such a
manner as will permit classification other than secret.
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(16~BFS~jeh) ' UNITED STATES NAVAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE ,
1(’.3““'.1' . '[ : :':{‘-;‘ S A
ewasgamst b ORE L INVESTIGATION REPORT SECRET
flne el ~ Sixth Naval District TR Y1
ey . McNATR, Frederick V., Captain, USH. (Ret.), and the Schooner,
Sulies “A, M. ADAMS", now known ag "AMA", :
Report Made at: The District Intelligence Office, 6ND . Date:  August 20, 1942
Report Made byt Iieutenant Benjamin F. Stephenson, USHR, '
Period Covered: July 31; Augus‘b 1, 2, 1942 - Status of Case: CLOSED

Origin of Case: - Request from the Chief of Staff, Sixth Naval District to the District
5 - Intelligence Officer, Sixth Naval District, based upon sec¢ret commnication
 between the Gommandant Seventh Nawal Digtrict and the Commandant Sixth
- Naval District,

Character of Investigation:’

_ Discreet, secret inguiry as to the extent to which SUBJEGT had -
compromiaed hig gecret mission. ;

~Enclosures: ~ Copy to: : ,,—r‘""

(4) 6D Boarding Report, Tug. NSAMPSQNY, 6/30/12. ! ONL -, 2%

(B) Signed Statement of Iieutenant Comuander | 6D -2
Duke C, TREXIER, USNR, dated August 2, 1942. ~Conb - 2

(C) Signed. Statement of Eng6 Gleve W, ALLEN, Jr., i

Source File No. b : ON I File No.:

Synopsis:  The tug "SAMPSON“ on Jnne 24, 1942 left Key West, Florida with the Schooner,
mA. M. ADAMS® in tow en route to Jacksonville, Florida and arrived at the Gibbs Gas Engine
Company in Jacksonville, Florida on June 26, 1942. The Schooner, "A, il. ADAMS" was under
the command of Captain Frederick V. MeNAIR, USN (Ret.). As they came up the river, Captain
McNAIR showed his captain's cap to the Coast Guard. When Engign ALLEN ghortly thereafter -
boarded the schooner, Captain MeNAIR disclosed his identity to Ensign ALLEN and told him
~ that he was on a special mission, under special orders from Admiral Ernest E. KING, Chief
- of Naval Operations, On June 27, Captain McNAIR came to the Jacksonville Zone Intelligance
0ffice, Jacksonville, Florida in civilian clothes except for a regulation USN Captain's cap,
at which time he disclosed his identity and the nature of his mission to Lieutenant Commander
Duke C. TREXLER, of the Zone Intelligence Office, and at the smme time, he disclosed his
identity to Liautenant Commander KIRKLAND, Since then, Captain McNAIR has been incapaci-
tated a considerable portion of the time by acute alccholism, and was taken to the Miller
Sanitarium in South Jacksonville, Florida, on August 1, 1942, by direction of Dr. Robert. Y.
THOMAS, for treatment, the Miller Saniterium being particularly qualified and equipped for
the treatmant of such cages, Lieutenant STEPHENSON went to Jacksonville on August 1, 1942
: ~learn-and did learn in —the nature of Captain MeNATRls assi
the mission of the schooner “AMA“ This he learned from others without dis-
closing that he had any informstion whatsoever concerning the matter, The details of the
following report clearly indicate that the nature of Captain MeNAIR's mission and hie ship
is fully known to all his officers and men, and that it is a&lso known to a number of others
who are not members of his crew, including some clvilians.

DEDUCTIONS: This investigation clearly indicates that informstion regarding Captain
McNAIMS ship, officers, and crew, is commor “scuttlebut" on the waterfront of Jacksonville;
that full detailed information of this mission could easily be obtained by any enemy agent
of medioere ability.
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S T By dinection ofldeuf.enant Commander Fra.nk,,P. Horton, ’ stant.

;Dj:strict ;xrbe_- igence Officer For: the: ‘Sixth Navael District, on- July 31, 1942,

Ligutenant STEPHENSON - prOceeded‘ to- Jackggnville, Flor:lda, ‘Eé make an. igvestiga-
: tgsion

ji;,bh‘gx‘x'of -£he abwe 'SUT:*JEGT and to aacertain to wha.t ax:bent, ”if a:ay, thi

Lien‘beqa;nt-, §TEPHENSON arri,ved at ,th& Zone Inte]ligence =Off;|.ée :I.n
e’ Iwneh gy Jackgonville;, ‘Flearida,: ‘about’ 0;00, August-1; 1942 and:
; ediatelv eonta.cjed i.ieutenant Cenmander: Dﬁke RE: LER’i pfficer in Charge

. : -)“é Zene Offiee of the Sixbh Na.

1;9 go 'bo the Gi.bbaj Gasp ‘ngine Gompa.hy ih Jackaonville and cqn;taé 1 Tew
GIBBS, Sit:, and. 6. sge what, if smything,. he could: Jearn. Iieutenant; Gomndex'_ REVERS

TREXLER, “without knowing the. mifsich of Lieutensnt STEPBENSON 5., exCept tHat: the :
f,"sien was highly gecreét, contacted M. George: GIBBS;-SR., .at.his office in'-
> 0§ reﬁu'ned'to ‘the. Zone Inb@uigence» Ofﬁ.ce and made a report

D reported that’ hem 5t certai
Be ﬁ.nforma.tion"‘bhat L:I.\eu‘belfant STEPMSOH ‘de ired*, But 1l . el
ptain. MeEAIR ' and “the schoonem-, “AMA" R
. .'GIBBS, 'he: tlioug

. regarding’ 'bhe‘ Gaptaim - the schéonpr was- wha‘b Lieutenant STEP@NSON
had come e :qusfbigata. On returni‘ng, Jieutenapt TREXLER told Lieutenamt =~ .

- STEPHENSON. that Ceaptadn, HeNAIR was in’charge of a highly gecret. mission; that tha

mer, “ANMA" ‘was being: converted into a "Q-Boatf of "Mystery Ship",-and -bha'l:

i IR o take this "Mystery Shiph with. &a,picked erew anﬁ pic‘ke&
oﬁ:ieem to. tg;_ Lar, }»benn Area:- “and: attampt “to hunt; “out ‘the ng- places of:
. &u) neg, and destirey; ‘thems’ “that the ‘ehip was ‘¢ :
with heavy and {6d -armanént so that, it might: bea . w0
née; He stabted f.hatléaptain MoNATR had -been uhdes ‘the 1nﬂu.ehceb of idquor &
tgr.s parb of “the . that. thie: boat was being ontﬂjsted, ‘and that "by reason of- .-
.».;,the excessive use‘ of liquor had been incapaeita:bed from the proper mpa:w.laien

,4,

Fromthig rapm, it was claa.r to Iientenanti?'STEPm that the
',(}g.pﬁg;.n NAIR: and the: sehgonar, "AMA® ‘was known to & ‘Iimited eurbenrt, B

enant cmanaer TREXLER then ‘volunteered the _.:s'hatemant tat o

o or action With Tegard to fhe same, - He stated that Ensiem - = .
"v..uk"'m") Intelligeme Office, had made a Bbarding Report .

6 ON®,, uhich had brcugh
“on 26th of June, on’ the 27th of June, Ga;ate.in MoNA:
ence Bfﬁed and ddentified himself, at thé time bedng
' f a ‘regnlation usy Captaﬂ:ﬁ'a‘cégp. A copy ,
hereto and medé & part hereof. Also. at'haahed heret.o &mﬂ maae
he aztgned stabemen!f.‘. of ﬁiaﬁtandn‘b commanﬂe&- Wuke 6. MLEB, '

R came to the. zmq'm- R
- 1n civilien clo‘thes

L
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2 MoNAIR, Frederiek v., Capt. usn (Ret ) a.nd the echooner ﬂm" VAug. zx; 1942 |

R ,5, Lieutenant William M. POND USNR _wés. interviewed at the Zone e
D Intelligence Office in the- I-yneh Building, Jacksonville, Florida;.on the e.fter- -
© . ‘hoon-and evening of: Mugust 1, 1942. - Iieutenant. POND was' ‘fully cognigant of the - : |
L highly eeci'et natu're of his assignment -and the. mission of ‘the .schooner, “AMA“ S
S0,z and ‘its-orew - Iieutenanit Commander' TREXLER, USNRQ, and Iﬂ.eutenant STEPHENSON; USNB.
~showed ‘their Na,val Intelligence credentials to Iieutenant POND, - Iieutenant POND . 5
a.ppeared f.e'be a man with an excellent. education and backgreund a.nd highly dn= - "
i o telligent. -He was very: ‘reluctant-to make ‘any. statement: or. to-discuss the. met'be;r
with Mr, TREXIER and M, STEPHENSON, He' stated that he did not know if. it was
proper for. “him €0’ discuss ‘the matter with anyene, &het ‘he’ ha.d been a He.val officer i
fe:r only 8 shorb period of time. B LT , '

: 6 N At the request of Mr. ,TREXIER a.nd E‘ir. STEPHENSGN Iieutecnant POND .
gave some’ pertinent 4nformation in regard to the SUBJECT: of this-report. - He'
© did’not: give' ‘any’ information for:discuss the matter until he had earemlly N
: weigheii ‘his responeibili'by t0 Hi#:assigoment and his general responsibility ...L -
LRk “umier hig:dath as an officer: “of ‘the United States Navy. Taking into coneidere.- »
ST - %ion the. good Of ‘the .Naval Service and’ ‘the- highly importent pature of his’ eseign- SN
L ’ﬁezrﬁ, he -gave the inberviemg officers_ such ‘Information as. he believed muld -

. 'bhe ai—:bqa'bion e.nd perhape save the mission. o

]

PR

R T He sta.'bed 'l‘-ha.t-v’e y in June,x 191,2, Mg. George GIBBS SR., in R
SR eempgny with Captdin Frederick -V, MeNAIR, USH- (Ret.), ceme to- g him gt the
R ~Hebel Granada’ docke Hdaii, Flemidn, ‘where- ‘his séhooner was . doeked, that .
SR Lieutenant THOMPSGN USNR, an ofﬁeer in the procurement office in Miami,
e 'm‘treﬂneed him to Ga.p‘bain McNAIR At that ‘bime ‘Ifeutenant POND had made
PO, cation -for ‘e commission in the United S‘batee Navy, ‘but £inal action had
v T o not ‘been taken or his application at that time, ‘At the time of this’'first =
mee'lii’ng',‘.' Gaptain ‘McNAIR was in civilian. clo’bhee, and gave ‘a.-very brief indica-
o tionof a.missionm which Mr, POND Xnew He could be of ser¥vice in, and later im' -
scoived a wire, from Captain MoNATR. to report to himin’ Key West, .
E‘Zl.erida, the: following day.. At thet ‘time he hadrnet reeeived his eommiesion. LR

S e Ga june 24, 1942; he ‘salled from Key West, Florida, with Cepteln .
L L ,MoNEIR ena hie ‘érew on.the schogner, "A.M,Adams®, which was in tow by the tug, o
Lo "SAMPSON®, - They arrived at.Gibbs Shipyard at’ Jaeksonville, on the 26th of .

“the ‘month he Feee

>

o June, 1942. Gn the trip, none of the crew was in uniform, and Captain MeNAIR
.- a8 not in uniform, but he had his Captain's cap @board; and when the Coast
- "Guard came: alongeide the achooner as they were entering the river at Jask-.
sonville, Gap‘bain MeNAIR showed his. cap to the Coast Guard in order. to - pre-
ceed,, Mr.iPOND then returned to Mlami ahd received his.cémmission and was . . .
averninaselientenant, USNR, at Miemi, on Jurie 29, 1942. He roturhed to -
- Jacksonville ob the 8th of. July amd repor‘bed to Captain NNAIR, Qaptain NMeNAIR
- left for Washinghon thads day and left L:I.eu'benant FOND in charge of. ihe work
entheseheomer.:; _ ot , ] u . o
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T 9. . The two days coming up- frOm Hiami were used by Captain McNAIR G
Hr. POND ‘and Mr. ANDERSON, Superintendent of the’ job for the :Gibbs Co.,. and'" R

M. BABCOGK the Marine Architect for the Gibbs Co., in going over and. drawing . L
‘;f;‘,up detailed plans ‘for. the . conversmn 'of the 'schooner.: . At: the time; Captain
RO MoNAIR was very vague and secreti'Ve regarding the na‘bure of his m:i.ssibﬁ and
' the joh inhand. ‘;;.f{-._,_._ N : RIS 2 W

a 1@. _‘ From the 8th of July until the 20th, L:leui;enant POND supervised the

LT ey 'work on -the Bchooner; and Captain’ "MeNATR ‘wagin Washington D..C. " During the- ‘

w0 o Addme, the ship was. ander. guird. both nighﬁ and day in agcordance wifh orders frem , {,
MR Captain McNAIR befere he 1efb. _j":-_ . , R '

S 11. On the zath of July, ed.ght of the crew, including one Ensign, reported

y 't'.o Lieutenant POND, - Some of"these. ‘men were in unifdrm; ‘and-in- order to get them.. -
Ty e awey SPom ‘the ‘Gibbs: sh:l.pyerd “they were .aent to the Sec“bion Ba.se at Jackeonville
S T ,,and qssigned a separate berracka. -,-_J o iy f v

IRt 12. ' At 09@0 onrJuJy 20, Captain McHAIR arrived and it wqe obviau,s to L
R I.ientenant POND. thet. he” was not -himgelf. :-Captain McHAIR ceme ‘aboard’ the TR .
© . % . schoomér, and spoke “to:Ensign: 'OBECK,. G.B.m. “GREEN]: and. Id.eutenant POND, For 0
-7 . o appavent reasen, he ordered th6 Tinekesper off the.slip. He'dirested = . <
. ;:ff_agmenﬁenant 'POND to_keep the men’at the base and said he Would-be over: right away
- end-gign their orders. :Thesge erders were ‘made” out; personally to Captain Mcmn R
and not to the ‘phip, and -for that rea.son, Lieutenant POND could . not sign the .
-+ orders.. -Shoptly gfber 0960 en 'bhie da'be, Ge.pbain McNAIR dieappeared for the
‘ '~;rest~°ftheudwo o S e e
: 13’. On July o1, 1942 Gaptain MeHAI;R eame 'be fl;he echoener at 0900, ;and
:l.t. was, obvioua that- he ‘Wwas. un&er the; influence of: 11quor ‘and his condition: was’
remarkeﬂ upon by seéveral of the wWorkmen. -On July 22, »Gaptain "MeNAIR -did net
.~ .appear at the shipyard nor on the' schooner. . O July 23, he arrived at the - .
 shipyard at 1000 A.M., so drunk that he had- 16 be' helped up. to ¥ "GIBBS!- oﬁ’iee
-~ %o 1ie down. - (Gearge GIBBS,"JR's office).. Captain:McNAIR reftiged to stay and -
Lo Mr. George. » Jr, sent him back to the George, Washington Hotel. (Ja.eksonville)
~ 7 . with ché of ﬁhe watehmen named- RICKS, . By this timée, five more men had reported -
N <3 duty, and they were semt. to: the. Sectien Base to join the ‘other crew hembere. ‘-
'Qne o&' these five was Enaign BON uho had reported at 1“0 that moi'ning.

o 14. . Ideutenant POND ‘sent Ensign BON to the Ho‘hel George Waahingbcn to
- take care of Captain W, and keep hj;m elear of the otheérs. At 1430 'l;hi.a
© - dete, Ensign OHECK went to help Ensign take care of the Captain., Mr. =~
" Gearge OJEBS, Jr, suggested that a, doo'bor be consulted, and Dr. Robert Y, THOMAS -

. vwas éalled and he directed that a sedative be given-the Captaln, which was done

. :I.n _acoardance with the doctor's erders,  lieutenant POND and Enéigns BON and =~
' OBECK remaihed at the hotel with Captaln HeFAIR frem 1900 until 2200, this date,
"~at whieh time the Captain went to .sleep, Efisign BON. and Ensign OBEGK kept wa'&eh

over the Captain the rest of the night from an adjeining reom eccnpied by 'bhe

- two Eneigna. _
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e _McBAIB, Fredmck v., Ga.p . USN (Ret ) and the schooner ﬂamu - Aug 20, 1942
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.1. 15. ‘ On July 24, a'b 0830, Gapta:ln McNAIR wi'bh Ensigns OBEGK and BON

arrived at thé Section Base at which time and- placé Captain’ McNAIR s:lgned

-l"'bha orders of the men ‘and gave - them an excellent and inspiring talk. In this
‘balk Captain McNAIR indicated but, did not disclose the details of the mission -
"of the' ~schooner, and’ of himgelf and the officers and crew., . ‘Tatér in the morning A
the .Captain: with the two Enpigns retumed to the: hotel, and at d:.nner tha.t RN
evening the Gaptain appeared sober. LA ‘ . A o

: 16 Most of Saturda;y, Ju]y 25, was: spant by the Ensigns with Capta:.n L
‘ f»EcHAIB Saturday night the Gaptaln ard ‘the- &nsigns went to a movie, and the.

".-Ensigns: dleft the Capta.:l.n at 2300 in his room a'b the hetel, with»Ensign BON in
the adjoinihg room. R S ‘

i ’ 7. om Sunday, J'uly 26 Cap‘bain MeNAIR sesmed h:lmself and worked all .
ST aﬁ;eu:noon otrgani.zing the: work at the ship and at the. offide; 0n Monday, July
~ _v 2'7, 1942, Captain MeMIR was in good shape and worked all da.y

Lo 5 : N
R LIRS . -

_ 18, - On July 28, Gaptain MsNAIR seemed doubtﬁ:l to Llentenant POND and
ths:b night 'he ‘spent; around. the office 'in the shlpya:rd During tHe ni'ght Captain

_ McRATR was ‘drinking, ‘according to the’ reperb of the wa.tchman, and this was obvious 3
to LieirhenantP@ND thsfollowingﬁming B S S S ¥

..f-

W 19. en Jnly 29;° abmrb 1300, Captain memm' breath was very strong
S Al wﬁh nquor, ‘and his acticns were mot: what they shcould. have been, and he said
2 * he.was going home to rest. . At 1445 (approximately), a police car manned by -
S - @fficer:- BURNETT  and. another .officer hamed CONNELLY birought. Captain MeNAIR to- .
"the gate of the Gibbs Shipyard. At the time, “the Captain was almost’ helplessly
B intoxiea‘bed. xChief Radioman PORCH- brought. Captain MoNAIR frém the gate to the .
o office where -he- was seen by Lisutenant POND.and, C.B.M. GREEN, At the time, he :
et L -wag- in s pitiable éondition; he had ‘his uniferm pents on, a green work shirt, . ‘
s . - and his uniforh coat and captain's cap. rolled ap under ‘his arm out -of sight so .~
¢ f, far :as being able to-tell what thé articles were: .Chief Radioman PORCH took
, Gapta.in MoNATR in PORGH'S car to the Captain's room and put him €o bed and s'bood
“. 7o 07 weteh by Him until-1630, That night.a distant wateh was kept om Captain McN&IR
. to make gure that he did not mingle with the general public, and at'2130 . -* _
AP ptain McNAIR loft his room and went to-a nearby liquor store and bcught a ,
bottle of wino and re‘burned to his rocm. L o o

_ 20, Captain Mcmm vad 1eft the Hotel Washington on the 28th of July
L ‘and, obtaigxed & room in & private home near the Gibbs plant,. ‘which- roem he- kept
e r-but for ene might, On the 29th of July, Exsign OBECK -assisted Captain McNAIR
o in getting another rocm. On- July 30, - 1942, Captain McNAIR arrived at the-
S . Gibbs -Shipyard, - Liéutenant POND requésted Mr. George GIBBS, Sr, to have &
L } < talk with C“pt&in‘!ﬂémm régarding hig drinking. About 1230 Mr, GIBES told
Li‘eii‘banant PCND that Gaptain TCNATR ‘héd promized him (M. GIBBS) that he would
s & at once, Following this, Captain McRAIR cashed a check in the
yard and by 1400 had Bought himself another. bottls of liquor. - Captain McNAIR -
made it clear to Ensign BON that he was to mind his oim business and imhrectly
indicated that Idantenant NHI was not to ihterfere with him (oapta.in MoHAIm}
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but Captads, HoHATR, kbt Bne: “with him, Eﬁsi:gp OBECK ‘stayed with ' .
Gaptain MeNATR until “he went-to- sleep that nlgh'b andrf:hen 131‘1; Tha:t same":',

'*night ‘about 2260,,0ap’oain “MoNAIR was. gean by -C

'.jwhere the Gaptain habitually bo’ugh‘b wine.

* Captatals room axd: found him in & deplorablé conditioh on the ‘bedy ;. Ens:
: QBEOK, *egring: for 4he ‘1ife of Captain McNATR,: delled Dr, Robert:L. THOMAS,
: .Dr, ‘THOMAS &dvided Ensign OBECK. to ge‘h anmbulan -and . ger Gg.p'bain
‘:‘.MSNBIR to the Eiller Sa.nitarium. tarium i8¢ Ly eqiipped |

22. Lieute ant POND believes that“ C:ap‘ba:l.n, HeNATR révealed his dentity

and the. nature of his: mission and that ‘of"thé: ,Sehooner 16 aome..of" 'bhe othér .. =
-officers on another ship. whic.h was converted at:the Gibbs, ShiM This ig . : . -
‘beldeved to-hiave bappened prior t0~'bha ag:lval of the’ MAUAN Isiembenant PGND R
hag. ‘ea;rd the,~ Amﬂ i‘efe"“gi MGAPTATH MoNATR! Myatem‘ Shi*p""' B At

Porm-at any ‘bime or.p: i . not: KAown: | B
this 1§ the Pormer nameé or the present name: 6f the gh’:‘.p) ‘was.conyerted at the - el
;Gd‘bhsdar& At cané $6 Charldston- and: was located” in gharles,tm for 4 short - - ;EA
period, It is; believed ‘that. ab the time, ‘bhe' Slﬂ 'a under ‘the aémmand of .
rcemander POK a.nd jbhat oné of thé  officers was Iieutenant PIERGE; “During: the ~ -
' in Charlesten, Mra; PIERGE vié;:&ed CharLes&m When- she - ';'
'Le ghe:. ta.].ked. with Mrs. _POND and &t that time, Mrs,- - - i
BOND, "I know #ho yéur husband.is and what he is-doing, - He o 5
- working and- belengs‘ on- capﬁain TcNAIRYs Mystery Ship. . Idéutanant POND. wmas

701'.7 mich surprised apd. gémewhat -ghooked .to have a report; of thig pattre -~ . .
brought ‘Prem Charlestor and given. to Mre. POND. inasmuch as hé had ’inade no dis- j
_clesnrea whatsoever: and. lad been imstructed,.and ‘kpew Full’ well, that his - .
o grm xt én:l th miasien upon which he was to go- wéa ane of u

N "2, Ens'ignﬂv c'bor F GEEGK HSNR, "was‘ :Ln‘herv:lewed a.t 'bhe Jae‘k vonville

R Zone Intelligema Office by Id.eu'benan‘b Conméander. THEXLER and 1iettenant STEPEENa- :

-+,  SON'on Angust 2, ‘1942, -‘The 1 ing officers meelosed, o Engigi OBECK
i ,their Navﬂ in slligerice I"denti.fa,ea,tiena and-told ‘hin “that thelr in :

It ma th a great dea,il oi‘ ralnotahce "&ha.’ﬁ he -made .anar éﬁaﬁement
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whatsoever, and only a.fter ‘he had been advised that a.ny statement he ma.de wouId ,
et “- ~-be treated: with the utmost seorecy. . After. weigh:mg his obligation to- Gapbain g
McNAIR and the nature of the missioh.to which the Captain, thé ship, and the . -

R --¢éw had been assigned, againat ‘his duties a.nd obligations as an off‘icer of 'bhe‘
- »Um.ted States Navy, he gave the following information. P -_ oo L

26 Ensign OBEGK stated that he was approached about June l, 191,2 by I
B Gommander 0. 0. kEESIRG,e -USN, 4n’ charge ‘of “the ‘pre-flight .school at Chapel- Hill,
g N, C. ' Af-the time, Ensign’ OBECK was teaching Commando work to the pre-ﬂight

s:bugients. At ths' *bim, Compander - KEESING informed Ensign OBECK -that he might.:

..be given-a.chance to go on Q<Boat, daty. vith: Gaptain McNAIR, if he desired Suoh

R {.j ‘dutys- About the ‘middle of June, Lieutenant Cofmander T. J, HAMIETON: came. £roin:
A f ‘Washington, D. G3) -to: Chapel Hill; and talked with Ensign 'OBEGK in Tegard - o the

assigmnent .and, told- ‘him it might be a Q-Boat assigniment in the Garibbean Sea., -"':';-.u‘_‘
R a,nd that he would be under Captain McNAIR, At that time, Ensign’ OBEGK was o

- i cgathoned by Iidutenant Compander HAMILTON ‘that the entire matter’ nas to be one:

] .;j.t of abso]nbe secreoy and that Ensign QBEGK was. not to tell a .soul. L

A 2‘7 . on- the léth.‘of: uly; Ensign ‘GBECK. reoeivad orders :E‘rom Wasbingbon e
e " to reporb to Gaptain Frederick V. HcNATR at ’&he Gibbs Gas Engine Co., Jackson- '
: "«.ville, Florida. Ensign:
-,';:Idssatenant POND. that ‘Agys:; .
S “at the Gibbs plant, - _Captain- McMIR ‘was there but-a short {time that- day, e.nd then~ :
w0 1ef‘b. “Ensign: OBECK: saw Gapbain WeNATR on Tuésday aftérnoon in his ‘room’'at the -
S George Washington Hotel, and at- that time Captain McNATR signed Ensign OBECK's
. orders, . Engign OBECK and Ensign .BON were with Captain McNAIR the rest of that
daym Ensign GBECK und.e;r the direotion of Dr. Roberb I. THOMAS, assisted in . o

BT S 28. o On the morningof?il’uly 24, Captain MoHMR came to the Seotion Base S
R - (Inshore Patrol), which 18 ‘hext to.the Gibbs yard. - He'signed the orders for the-
" entire eréw,- and gaVe a talk to the crew and the officere that were to goon - .
.. the schooner, "AMA", :In this talk, Captain McNATR -said the schooner was t6 be
. : & Q-Beat snd, 'eha'b it was going to the. C.ribbean to Hunt subnarines, and to look
" . 4into ‘eqme suapioious places that might ‘be bases for ‘the submarines. - “Ensign -
L - OBECK went. to.the hotel with Captain McNAIR, and that afternoon the Captain” '
B ~had ‘@ beér. *That evening, Ensign BON and Ensign OBECK went with Captain McNAIR
R " to dinner, and then went to a movid adross the stieet from the Hotel ROOSEVELT
in Jacksonville. Ensign B@N retumed to the hotel with capta.in NoNAIR, '

29. Gn Saturday m"jf" r Ensign GBEGK saw Captain MoNAIR over a‘b the
Gibbs yard, tat did-not see him ‘any- fiore ‘that day, Enseign BON remained with
~ the 'captain until 2300, . Ensign OBECK did not see the Captain on Sunday, but
~on. Monda y morning, he hed breakfa;st with the Captain at the: ‘hotel, and at ‘that
time, 6 Captain was scber. Ensign OBEGK wenrt with the Captain to the Gibbs
yard and -bha ’cap'bain \ma there during the dav. Tha‘b day he told Ensign OBECK -
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R T 30. On Tuesda;y, Ensign OBECK 8aw- Gap‘ba:.n McI\IAIR a.’o the yard .and’ went
oL to lnnqh with him, ;:Bnsign OBECK saw Capta:i.n McNAIR at the- ya.rd on’ Wednesday, o
el ~“and, went to lunch with him and then to the Hotel ‘George Washington, and that

»Fa" 0 aPternoon Captein MoNAIR got his luggage and-chécked cut.. ' When he checked .cut, "
£ “hig’ bill was. $29.00, ‘which he paid. ~The: Captain: then got a eab and went to: - :
70 %7 'the yard and met a Mr. WOLFE; < who. wcrks in the yard, - -and . went with- :bh:.s Mr.
KR WOLFE o Mr. WOI.FE's housef, where the Gaptain was goi.ng to stay. s SR
; 'f_ , 31. , On July 30, Ensign OBEOK saw Captain MQNAIR in the yard office. -
- .;At that. time, ‘the Captaiii ‘8aid he: was: not going 6 .1ive: with WOLFE, and he -
> “requested Ensign UBEGK to help him find another;place to live, .4 room.was .
Ut found at:1325 Alve;'ek Strqe‘h, vith'a’ Mrs., McGEHLEI ‘inSoiith Jacksonvills,
s> -Ensign OBECK: and:Chief POREH: took: Captain MoNAIR's luggage from the yard down I
. .%o this’new rooming place. -He had, brought his luggage to- the yard on the = 11
- .. .“previous day. - On the: way back: to' the yard,: Chie£ PORGH nd. Ensign OBECK sdw '’ . .":
- ‘Gaptain MeNATR walidng up the street, end the Gaptain’ ‘84id he wis geing: home 'l-.o
' -sleep. PEnsign OBEGK did.not see the Gaptain dny more that. -dayy but Le learned -
oo [0 that the Gaptain ‘was brcsught to the yard. abeut 11.45 on that day by 1o police ’
CLhe T offiders and at that time he bad his uniform’ ceat ander his: ari with. his ‘cap-
Y- 2.0 . and'had.on’his: uniform pants and a greéen shirt, "On th. previous day, when' he
yoLS T leﬁ; 'l'.he hotel, the Capbain was, in full Naval unifom ‘(brm oF work unifm). s

’,_._r KT

32. On 'bhe mornmg of July 31, Ensign OBEGK went 2@ - ’
o .:.1325 ﬁlverez ‘Street; gnd" Capl;ain UcNATR wds In bed.» “About: 1000, Gap'bain McHAIB. _
+ . directed Ensigh OBEGK to sénd a telegram to Gommander McCALL at Arlington Amnex, -
- . Navy Department, “Washington, D. C.. This telegra.m requested Conmander GLADBEH
. to. 'be ordered to:Jacksonville, Florida. ‘Ensign' OBECK left. Captain McNAIR at
.hig roon snd.returned to the yard. Captain ‘MeHAIR ‘came: to the yard office a - : -
.1dttle later, At that time, he signed scme cards anthorizing all. the. officers’ - -
- and oréw of the. "AMA" to.be out of uniform, Ensign OBECK went to lunch with -
., ‘the. C&ptain, and. Teturned t6 his xroom with-the Captain, ‘at which time the Captain
'want to bed agaln, having baight ‘@ bottle of wind,  Captain MeNAIR- told Ensign
"“OBECK to drop back that night and that '&hey would have dinmer and go to a show, .
. . . A% 1900 Ensims OBECK returned to ‘the room, but Captaln NcNAIR was ‘asléep amdl -
R fil;:ign mc& 51" ,not a:waken hdm Enaign oamek waited mtn 2@15 hefore he left

- 33., : Ensign OBEGK next saw the Ca.ptain Satu:;day mornd‘.ng Anguat 1, 1942,
- 4n his room at 1325 Alveres St., .South Jacksonville, - at. a.bout 1100, Captain
©-*  MoNAIR was in a stupor of the bed and had wet the bedding. Ensign GOBECK could
- . not arouse the Captain 80 he. ;called Dre Ra‘berb ¥. THOMAS, and Dr. THOMAS advigeq -
. Engign OBECK %o take Captain MoNAIR to the DF.: HILLER SANITARIUM and Ensign-
- OBECE ea.ued an ambulance from NAUGLE's and took Captain MeNAIR to b, MILBER'Q
Sanitarium, which ig situated at Scuth Jacksonvills, Florida, ‘Erisign OBECK
. then re'b\u'nea to the Captain's room 4t the -above address, packed hie luggege
 for him and took :11‘. to the Gibba Is.rd and lacked it wpe

oy

' 34. members of the crew have teld Enaign OREGK that ather men a‘b the
> Seotien Base kmw a.fL'l. abcrut the aehoener ‘and her misaiem. ,
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‘ '-iO:;vSunday, August 2, 1942, Ensd.gn David McCulloch BOH USNR wa,s
: in‘berviewed by Iietenart, :Commander -Duke .C.: TREXLER, ‘and Lientena.nt Benjamin
: Florida. A Ensign BON: ‘was stown the Naval In‘be]ligence identification: credent:.als
of Lieutenant Gmnmander TREXI.ER and Ideirtenant "STEPHENSON, - .He .was ‘informed by

" the: in'ber\rle'aing officere that’ ‘bhe interview was highly secret and-that he. might B
T make such sté:bsment as alv he felt Justiﬁed to make under the circumstances. S

R Enaign BON wasnunusually cautious and reserved in 'bhe interview. _
‘“,:{'He sbatedvthat he . was uncerﬁain whe'ther or: not he should sfiswer any- quest:.ons

et all; that: His. assigmhent was riot-kiicwn nor ‘supposed to be known to Naval -
" Intelligende ‘but. wes an aseignment -whiich was directly under Cominch, He -
f;’:bnmedia'bely sa.id, "]_Z a. nqtc ‘SUre- “but: perhaps ‘I should-not. have ‘said even thal; s
j.,,mueh."_ Engign BON-was:not. disccmr'beous, but was extremely reticent and. cantious, -
€ t.endency to ‘éross~examine the interviewing.officers rather thar submit - .

He. asked ‘a’muiber- of questions which ke - -interviewing

" to ant

- with Ensign® “BON," the stony as related by Liéutenant POND and, Ensign OBECK was .
T snbstahtiall;zmcoﬁ-oborated. Hcmevez‘, Ensign BON :was fiot told nor informed 'bhat‘
' ".;anyene had been, interviewed ‘or that anyone had told. the investigating of.ficens C
- anything,-. Ensign BON ‘informéd the officers that He himself was & member of * :
v - ‘Naval Inbelligenee and- had been on:the- ‘forreign - desk ‘at Washingf;on “for - & period
¥ . of time prior,to his: asaimem onthe mission with Captain MeNAIR, and that he : ‘
LRl conld dpeak Spanish ahd Liad ‘some \prev:leus earper:tence ana acquainta.nceehips and L

backgrwnd 'l'.he Gar:tbbean area. - S v : ;

e 37“‘" AL‘L ﬂ:re‘e afficers appeared alert, keen, :lntelIigent and amd.ous ca

S tha'b ‘bhe m;;a:,m be car:;ded on, and that it succsed. N A1l three officers realized

R that. the mission” “had. béen: eompro:nised t0. & certain extent, but none of the - .

*  officers was willing: to state DO hazard 4 eonclusion as. to wha’b 'deg:ee the Lo
;_'_‘miesion had heen ecmprexﬁieed. R R , SIS

P DR TR T e T Jackeonville, Fla. -

Statemen't. of Mr. W...\H. CE)NNELLI Pa‘brolm‘an, Jacksonville Police Bap'b. t.

‘ ;@n Wednesday,x : _uly 29, 1942, Pau-olnm 8,7, Bunm ‘el T Were cruieing
- ©.'in Car #35. ‘We recelved a call to go to 1517 Alvarez St., sighsl #30,
..~ :‘which meant & dxunk.. lady at this address said he had been there for
.., abeut an hour ¢n the stéps. He was asleep when we mived but waked up, -
.- He.was still drurk but was ghle to walk. Hé had on | 4rousers, &
*-. blmé orgreen shirt, and lhaki coat across his lap. - He had a Navy cap
on at the time, i‘he ghia looked 1likeé a’ steambeat captain's. Soeme’
©letteds on him were addressed to Gibbs Gas Engine Co, - We ‘took him to
S Gibba and the watchmen recognized him and s».‘id he belenged there, . He'

i the gate with the watchmen end we left. He appeared to be a.} |
. -60 yeara old, and haé m.med °°mP]‘m°n' SE@RET

= 9 -

o Awomy' |

Q
£ ad41ssv1iad

£

4 F'F. STEPHENSON.at :the Jacksonville Zone Intelligence Office, in Jacksomville, <. - . '

" officers: di& "l'r mevei.nw fepl thet they should: answer, but ‘from-the interview =



: T
A i-olled— up Sigh cap p ] & ‘brad
1dgr bosrds = 1. don“b rsmqmber; thi e:aqé '

; p.. He h‘ad unopened lé 9,1: 0

gz 319L'Neman Street, .V-Stlatian‘ .at ,
v wor]d.ng at USNR Armm-y nexb" . G&bba Gas Engina ”compm.,

o ;:."ff.‘- o  I ,J mﬂ thie Na.vy at ‘Ia.mpa, Flm-ida, a.nd was. 'gent to. Jaekéonville
R “'on Deeember 23, 1942 I wagl been since ﬁhat time. R

’ . N

-”

sam a tug tow é‘éﬁau tivo masted schaener to

e K -gt € “Engine Co. - The firet of last week I talked
. to a Beaﬁmain"s Mate who is, 8 erew m mber of bhe sehooner.._ Be ‘
DECLASSIFIED ‘
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wore civilian elothes. , I do no‘b know hls name. About three weeke
" ago two Jacksonville men- ‘who Weré stationed ‘&t the Armory signed. .
_ aboird the sohooner.' At that t:.me 'bhey went. on five days: leave and
SRR Dovie sald that they were. reporting on the boat at Gibbs ‘as ‘Soon @s they
S :returned, - "After their leave these two boys and the ‘boatswain's . - et
mate re'tmrned 'bo the Arm.ory eeveral tn.mes in civilian clothes. - R A

They (meaning everyone around baee, +n general) sedd: that they were | S
- going- on a secret mission in. the ‘Caribbean, “There has-been considerable . - .
“ talk: around the Armory . concerning the schooner. I haye . heard from - - S
various -gources -that the-boat would’ be disguised 2888 pleasure ‘yacht;

~that it was ‘being heavily armed at - Gi'obe, +that 1t camé in without engineé

- bub these were-being installed, ‘that thé“crew will wear civilian clothes, 1.
5 ~will riot ‘hdve any iden'bification, ‘ahd -cannot receive mail.  The crew. ia '
snpposed t6 mumber from-.21- to 23. I have not heard uhen the schooner e
g:-:.e enppoeed to.leave. _;»'- L S N IR -,;.x e c-'-:j.='-; _

One night at . ory, twb Ensigne epent the night -.’m the -Same. qumrbers

_ with.the oth’er“s*‘who were goheduled to-go on the schoonsr. This Ancluded

o o ~ thiee. bo‘ys who came. from ‘somewhere eilee, two marines srom the Alr S'bation,

e a0 L andl ‘Ewo Jacksonville" boye mentiomed above.. -.I was.not. told but aeaumed -
el that the Ensigns would e.leo -be assigned 'bo the Schooner. ‘ .

. . The firat of. 1a§rt week, the same day I me'b the Boatswdn,”he aeked 1f

PR ST VT would be interested in sign:mg on as cook after I asked him if he -. -

Lo T ‘had a full: crew I told him I~ knew where he’could get a good one- e.nd

e %7 he asked wha't. ms “the watter with ‘mé, " That: fidght I decided that I -

PR “wonld Iike to sign-oniand. .asked the Boatewain at:the Armory the mext .
Coeke D - -dey 2 T ¢ould sign on, He told, me. to.go see Mi, POND at Gibbay ' Ii..io -
SR . asked if he was the. sidpper. and wag told that he vag "oloee enough“ R

oo Tt o went over- to Gibbs immediately and talked to Mr. "Pond" who wad in - Tl
RO civﬂian clothes, He asked if I'had any 8és’ ‘duty anﬂ when I answered Co
L in the negatiye; he satd that my ‘chances of getting on were: alim sihce

this wae a deep water boat. _He, told me’ nothing elee about 't.he aehooner

Iesterday the two boye from &he Amory who signed aboerd the eohooner,

- .-+ . Treadwell and-Allem, and ‘the two Marines who are also members of the e
Lok w0 erew were all at the Armory together. They were tallking about the trip -
i ' gemerally aml sPeeulating on where they were geing. Each of them has -

aadifferent epinien., B ] o :

~ . In nw opinion almoet every fian - etationed at,ﬁ the Amory e,t the present
- time (approximately 50) eould give you the same info:-mation ‘that I've
given :ln this aﬁatemen'b. e o o U
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* McNAIR, Frederick V., Capt. USN (R_t.) and the schooner MAMA" = Aug. 20, 1942
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I've seen a boy nemed Marion (last name unknown) at the drug store on
the corner of Merket and Adams. He is deformed on the left side, and I
believe, lives across the street. One night last week I saw him in the
drug store. The two of us were sitting on stools at the counter. I
told him that there was a schooner at Gibbs that was going somewhere in
the Caribbean I thought; that it was going to be disguised as a pleasure
craft of some type or fishing boat; I made some remerk to him that I
would probably become a commodore on this schooner. That's all I can
remember telling him., 411 I told him was the general "scuttlebut" that
I had heard. He told me that I shouldn't be telling this information.

Several days before this incident I saw this same boy in the drug store.

I had gone over from where I live in civilian clothes. He told me that he
could have me arrested for being in civilian clothes and I said that anyone
could., He said that he could make it stick and added that he had been
associated with many departments of the Government.

When I told me about the schooner, we had been there for quite a while
drinking. I was tight at the time but not drunk.

/s/ Ernest Guy Spencer
Subscribed and sworn before me this the /
2nd day of August, 1942, at Jacksonville, Florida.

Duke C, Trexler
LIEUT. COMDR. D. C. TREXLER, USNR

Cleve W, Allen, Jr.
ENSIGN CLEVE W, ALLEN, JR., USNR
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BOARDING REPORT

DISTRICT INTELLIGENCE OFFICE -- SIXTH NAVAL DISTRICT
Charleston, S. C.

Boarded at: ... . . Jacksonville, Fla, Date . it dune 30, L1942 U adnin

Name of Ship:. ... Tug "SAMPSON" & Nationality ;.. American (U.S.) . =
Captain’s Name: D.H.HAYI\IAN Home Port: Wilmington, Del, .= =
Mate’s Name: ... Rodney M. JONES . .= . . _Sailed From:Key West, Fla, =~
CALgo: hetwanst R pRl ) conaule GO G S e Next Port:.. Port Everglades,. Fla, .
Report: ; ‘

The Tug "SAMPSON,"™ towing the Schooner "A. M, ADANS," arrived Jacksonville on June
26 at 1226 EWT from Key West, Fla, The tug left Key West on June 24 at 1935, The
Schooner was left at Gibbs Gas Engine Company to be overhauled, and the tug left
Jacksonville on June 27 at 0545 for Port Everglades, Fla. Gross tonnage: 58l. Tetk
tonnages 331. Radio Call Letterss KGBI. Number in crew: 18. Emergency Bquipments
One lifeboat aend two liferafts.  Not armed or degaussed. No Naval Reserve Officer
aboard., Owned by Eastern Transport Company, Baltimore, Md,

Captain HAYMAN reported that on May 18, at Norfolk, Va., the Navy Department
chartered SUBJECT tug for emergency work. The tug proceeded from Norfolk to Port
Everglades, where it remained twenty-seven days before going to Key West.

On the trip south to Port Everglades, Csptain HAYMAN reported that he saw two sus-
picious vessels burning dim lights which apparently made contact in the early hours
of the morning, A complete report of this incident, which the Captain believes in-
volves re-fueling of submarines, was made to the DIO, 7ND,

The present crew has caused the Captain no trouble, The crew list was teletyped to
DIO, 6D, on June 26, with negative results.

At Gibbs Gas Engine Company, Captain Frederick B, McNAIR, USN(Ret.), was briefly
interviewed. Captain MeNAIR reported that he had served more than forty years as
an officer in the U. S, Navy, and was recently recalled from retirement; he is at
the present time on a special mission and under special orders from Admiral Ernest
J. KING, Vice Chief of Naval Operations. It will require approximately three weeks
to outfit the Schoomer in Jacksonville, The nature of this work was not diseloged
by Captain McNAIR.

EVALUATION: A normal voyage of no unusual interest,

Dissemination: ONI~-2 copies; DIO=AND; DIO=~7ND; Zones (II-C,III-S,I-W).

Approved:

B B 0.6 B |
S j l S. W. SOUERS

[ DECLASSIFIED Commander, USNR
| Authority JJUD BC30F 7 Distriet Intelligence Officor
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BOARDING REPORT - Tug "SAMPSON" ~ June 30, 1942 - Boarded at Jacksonville, Fla.
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With revard to future reports on the movements of the Schooner "A, L. ADAMNS",
Captaln McNATR- said that he made reports direct to Col, John THOMASON, and that
the movements and activities of this wvessel should not be the subgect of reports
to Charleston,

The following day, June 27, Captain lNcNAIR called by the Zone IV Intelligence
Office, He said that the nature of his mission was highly secret, and that the
Office of laval Intelligence in Washington was fully aware of his mission. He
added that this would probably be the last time we would see him in uniform for
some time,

BOARDING OFFICER: Lt. Comdr, Duke C. Trexler, USHR.
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The reportlng off:.cer saw Captaln McNAIR 1n the offJ.ce br:l.efly only to speak
dbohimg He ’oalkeé ‘with Tieut. Comdr,’ Trexler: for. a:few: mintes” ‘befors, departlng, ’
.Iuet before leavmg, he stated tha'b :Lt wou‘.‘td probably be the laet t;!.me *We woul(i

¢ .see: h-:.m ":m ‘um.form“ Iy Lo . o %

. Oxr Juiy 27 repbrtn.ng offa.cer went_' o "bhe docke of the Su.wannee Frul\, .'.iand
’ Steamsh:.p Gompany to see:the management about a crew’. list» -4 crlppled boy o
" named. MARTON “SELLERS ‘fung..a-'small drink’stand at:thisd dock. - . He'is ax® errat:.c
j.-unréllable person, ‘He-called the reportnng officer t0. 6ne side -atid. said that
.he 'b"hough'b -3t wa§ .a bad state’ of" aff.‘aiz‘s whei ‘e sailor would’ dleelo_se h:.gl;a;l.y

.',\.cohfidential to’ a couplé’of civz.llans. He continued ‘that recently he: wag. ="

drinking beer- at-a . néarby drug, igtore ity company .with.a*gailor,and- another.. -
ivilian who was recently discharged from-the Nevy. ‘tHécaiise of -his’ ‘physichl -
condition;™ The, se.ilor ‘hagd. haa several. botitles .of beer When hé. volunteered *bhe
";.nf‘orme.tlon that .the. schooner now be:.ng ottfitted. at. G:Lbbe Gas -
. "was: geheduled £or i & secrét; =mssion in the Garlbbean ared, .
~. 4hat the bogt is' »_.-be‘lng fitted
Mo’ thet ‘teeth“ . The, crew-was" te cons:ts*t of Navy men who weuld ‘be _d

civilians.<’ They would be™i n
also & as a. oiﬁlian. i

he‘ informant at f;rst refused to glve ‘t.he name of th:n.s saa.lor. He said that

_he-was. frankly afraid . of becommg :anelved." “He finaJ:ly said’that his name wae
._‘7"ERNEST" and’ that~H4-had &:Cook's rating.- The. $ailor-t61d -hin that he.wad ”
fsta'bio ed at the Nevdl Reserve Armory- and would sbe one of- the CTEW, membera when £
-« bhe. bon% left Jacksonville. “Thé "informant refused to’ give the.nsme of +the’ other
tielthe e civilian ‘who' qvexhear& the coﬁvereatz.on, Vet - 'bhe -sdilor: was tell:mg -aboat

2 Subject: vessel » .thére were e’bhera i ad,joimng ‘boothe ‘who, migh'b “haye : overheard I o

~« - hiin,. according to SELIERS ThQ sailor aaid th&t h:.s home wae in 'bhef v:.c:l,ni'by.i’ LT
. r'-’...of Plant Clty, Flerida. Lo =

)
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