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1q dear Adnrcl. Bu.kc}¥: 

I am 1triti?l8 you privately about the recont caee of 
Co11:t..a11der ·iati be.no., I. J •..• , Wilo t as arrested in Los Angeles 
on chargee of ec;,ionar,e. 

For ycur private infor..:.ation , t.1e decision not t o 
prosecute tnio ca.oo was ta.!:en on r,l".:>w1ds ct high policy, 
and ho has left tnc country. 

P.<1,·,aver, I ia'1 to take thl.3 occnoion to ox..1:-'rcss to 
:,ou L.,y ap.,...L·ucic.1::.::.0:. o£ tho cacellmit .;orlc dono b7 your !>istrict 
lntclli._. .1ce orge.n:?.zatic,n in as:Jisting t Pod.oral Burc,au or 
lnv~stit:atiou in this ou.ee ; and 41.oo the oxeollent cooperation 
ox:1£it1.<i.:. bet een your people and Admiral !Cir.::llDl • o organizl\tion. 

lt is my- 1 urticul:ir wioh t hnt t he decioion of the 
Goveniment not to prooocutc be accepted flhole-heJrtedl.J', and 
Qf couree 1 neecl not add that :such action must not diminish t oo 
zeal of your Intolll cr.ce uorvice in any wa1. 

You ~ , m.t diecretion, indicate rq attit ude to t he 
key kl8ll. in your Int-1.llgeno• organization. 

Transmission by Registered Mail 
) l 29 ·11 I 1111 nl il ■i,c is 
authorized. 

C.N.Walker,Lt.,US • 
Rear Admiral Charles A • .Blokel,y, 
Comm&tldant., 11th naval D1etrict, 
llaval Opera.ting Base, 

Sincerel,- yours, 

Frank Knox 

GPO 16- 16124 San Diego, Cal1forn1a. 

DECLASStFn:n 
Authority .t{AfQEQ~ 

----------·-----



. The following teletype received from San Diego a.t 1725 ort May 21# 1941· 
is additional evidence in .eonnection with the 'espionage case of TACHIBANA: 

Tachibana lift- the following riessage· with lono to be d~livered to 
· informant, · 

~otei That Tachibana had just' ret'\,lrned from ash DC l'There he con
ferred with three big abets of the ,IJN. At the Oon!cronce ~t was ·decided 
that the material tha~ infor~aot Me in his possession is not worth much 
from & military standpoint • . Howevef Xachibana ia authorized to give 
informant t lOOO 'to give to the Ye~ in Honolulu, Further ·t.hat 
Tachibana is authorized· to purchas~ a round trip ticket on the Clipper and 
to advance inf orman,t JOO for expetjoes o:f tha trip to Honolulu for t he 
purpose of getting IllOre ~aluable ixµ'ormation 0£ - military nature. Tachibana 
feels that inforVl&nt can make t he tirip to Honolulu and roturn via Cl1.pper in 
one week. On tbis· trip a captain .df the IJli lV1ll either accompany him or meet 
him on his arrival 1n Honolulu to '-dvise him as to what information to oecure. 

' J 
Tho captain will evaluate the in.fo~tion. I: info~ant pro~uces ~hey will 
pay him from 5.000 up a.ecording to1 the m1li;to.ry vtlue o.o eval uated byth.o 
captain. Unquote. · , • 

Tachibruia has suggested to in~ormant the follmving: Tachibana w1ll 
supply enough money for infoman, t o open a 3mll business in Honolulu same to 
be used as 4 contact point and a:).so a-s an information bureau for IJN officers. 

I 

Kono also requcsto informan~ to contact a friend connected with 
Douglas Aircraft 1n Santa lfonic~ tor tho purpose or ~ecuring information ot 
military importance from this Cl()mpany. 

Advise is r equested as how !ar thie office should go in this matter. 
Informant meeting Tachiba.na a~ain tbis evening. 

CONFIDENTIAL DECL~SSJFlEH I 
Authority .l'{hlQEQ~ 
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IN REPLY KINDLY ADDRE9a 
··coMMANDANT'" 

NOT THE 8IQNSR BY NAMI: 

SECRET ------

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE 

ELEVENTH NAVAL DISTRICT 

S.<\N DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 

July 1, 1941. 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

Your letter of June 27th is appreciated. 

In reply I am glad to be able to say 
that there has not been the slightest inclination 
on the part of anyone in my organization to question 
the decision not to proceed with the case to which 
you refer. It is well understood that such decision 
was made by those in authority with full knowledge 
of all the facts in the case, and it is realized 
that such decision must have been made in the best 
interests of the United States. 

Please accept my thanks for your comment 
on the work done by the District Intelligence Organ
ization. 

With best regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
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