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Commander· in Chief, United States Fleet and Chief 
of Naval Operations. 

Commander in Chief, U. s.. Pacific Fleet and Pacific 
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Capture of U. S .• Aviators by the Fnemy. 

(a) CNO restricted 1-t.r .• "Op-16-F-9, Al6-3(29), Serial 
No. 2178716, Al6-3(411230), dated 30 December, 
1941. 

1. Enclosure (A) to reference (a) deals with precautions 
to be taken by naval personnel in the event of falling into the hands 
of ·cho enemy. It is felt than under ordinary circtimstances the in
s·t ~7.l.ctions covered by Reference (a) arc sufficient to prevent the 
disclosure of information by prisoners of war, 

2. . Circumstances may, however, arise during major opera-
tions whor e prisoners of war ar c subjected to ·strong duress by their 
captors with a view to extracting information of immediate value. 
Intelligence r acontly obtained in those Headquarters furnishes an 
exampl e where throe :.cvi ator prisoners of war imparted information of 
considercble importanco to tho Japanese.. vrhilc it is not lmown how 
or under wha t circurnstv.nces tho prisoners in question gave tho infor
mation, tho f act r emains that intelligence was made available in such 
fashion as to allow timely coontor-mcasuros to be taken by tho Jcp
ancs c, if desired. 

3. The discl osure of intelligence by the captured flyers 
mentioned in Par ngr nph 2 suggests either (o) lack of proper indoctri na 
tion, or (b) infor0ction obtained by the enemy under duress. It is 
bcliovcd t rot further indoctrination and instruction of all flying 

per sonnel engaged in mr. jor operations will to e largo mctcnt obviat e 
t he l eakage of vnlU3blc information. It is, therefore, considered 
ossontio.l t hct s t eps be t akon i mmodia tcly furthc,r to impross upon 
all personnel concerned what attitude should bo adopted when ccpturod 
by t ho Japanese, and to imkc certain that they arc , before probable 
combat, t horoughly 2nd recently familiar with the enclosure of 
Rof oronco (a ). 
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4. Proper indoctrinati on concerning tho conduct of 

prisoners of war '17hen s t r ong duress is qrplicd by a rut hless cnem~r 
is one of consider able di f fi culty . It i s believed, however, t hat 
ccr oful br i efing of per sonnel wi t h r cg~rd to informotion whi ch may 
be iTilpQrted to the enemy onl y us a l ast r es ort will t o a greet 
ext ent l essen the dnngor of di sclosure of valUD.blo intelligence , 

5. It is not boliovcd desirable to lay doon rules of an 

inflexible. nnturc in this r ogard. In briefing pilots and members 
of t heir crows , ho~evcr, it is suggested that Tusk Force Comn,~ndors 
be gui ded by the situation as of the time of t he oper ation, and 
that i nfor rnotion which roy be disclosed under t he conditions on-

v:i.sngcd above should be uniform for all porsonnc.l involved. The 
infor m t i on so i mparted mus t n~ccssarily sound plausible , anQ should 
be unifor m i n so f ar as -all bends arc concerned. I t need not nec
essarily be correct and should, if practicable , constitute infor rn ... 1. 

·0i on whi ch ,Till i n f act t end t o decei ve tho enemy rnther thnn assist 
him, pnrticul ar ly during the ocrly phnses of an oper ati on. 

6. In order t o insure t hn t the enemy docs not obtc.i n 
iaportc.nt i nfor r.,c.tion regar ding future pl.ens nnd comnuni cc.tion in
tdligencc , officers nnd enl ist ed per sonnel having det ailed know
l edge of thos e should not bo sent on conbat mssions over cne17JY 
t orri tory . Flo.no cro\7s on such oi s si ons should be gi vcn onl y such 
i nfor r,10.tion o.s they need to rcnol1 t o carry out tho missi on,. 
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UNiiTD STATrS PACIFIC FL ~ T 
AND PACIFIC OC:-" AN ARE.AS 
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Commander in Chi cft ·u. ·s, Pac'if±•~ ·Ficet and 
Paci fic Ocean Arons. 

All Flo.g Off icer~, Pacifi c Ocean Ar eas .• 
All B.:irino Gen er al Officer s .• Pocd:-fic Ocean Ar eas. 
Cor.imandi ng Gene r al, U. s. Army Forces, Central Pacific 

Ar ca ·. . . 

Co.pturc of U. s, Aviators by t he Jihomy. 

(a ) Comi i:ich Secret ltr. FFl/A16--2, Ser ial 002418 of 
4 November 1943. 

(A) Copy of r ef er ence (a ). 

f nclosure (A) is f orwarded for information and compliance. 

2. Comnorpac und Comsopnc ar c r equested t e ensure that tho 
content s of onclosurc (A) e.r c disseminat ed t o Commanding Goncr tls of u.s. 

• 1'.'r rrry Forcr·s within their r espective ar eas. 

Copy to: 
Comineh. 
Comsowcspae. 

;:~I. I I ; Ll L, (],£ V 
P. V. 'TRC~R, 
Flag Secretary 
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