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COMINCH FILFE : UNITED STATES FLEET
FF1/A16-2 Headquarters of the Commander in -Chief

Navy Department, Washington, D, C.
Serial 002418 %

4 November 1943

STCRIT
From: Commender in Chief, United States Fleet and Chief
of Naval Operations,
To: Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet and Pacific
Ocean Areas,
Subject: Capture of U, S. Aviators by the Fnemy.
Reference: (a) CNO restricted lir, Op-16-F-9, A16-3(29), Serial
o No., 2178716, A16-3(411230), dated 30 December,
) 1941,
1e Enclosure (A) to reference (a) deals with precautions

to be taken by naval personnel in the event of falling into the hands
of the encmy, It is felt than under ordinary cirevmstances the in-
structions covered by Reference (a) are s ufficient to prevent the
disclosure of information by prisoners of war,

24 Circumstances may, however, arise¢ during msjor opera=
ions wherc prisoncrs of war arc subjected to“strong duress by their
captors with a vicw to cxtracting information of immediate value.
Intclligence rccontly obtaincd in these Hecadquarters furnishes an
cxamplc where three .aviator prisoners of war imparted information of
considcrable importance to the Japancsc. Thile it is not kmown how
or under what circumstances the prisoncrs in question gave the infore-
mation, the fact remains that intclligence was mado available in such
fashion as to allow timcly countor-measurcs to be taken by the Jap-
ancsc, if desircd.

st

39 The disclosurc of intclligenec by the captured flycers
mentioned in Paragraph 2 suggosts cither (a) laék of proper indoctrina-
tion, or (b) informction obtaincd by the cncmy under duress, It is
bclicved thoet furthor indoctrination and instruction of all flying

personncl cngaged in major operations will to a large axtent obviate
the leakagc of veluablc information, It is, therecfore, considered
cssontial that steps be takon immediatcly furthcr to impross upon

all personncl concorncd what attitudc should be adopted when cepturcd
by the Japancsc, and to make certain that thcoy arc, bofore probable
combat, thoroughly and rcecently familiar with the onclosurc of
Roforence (o).
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Subject: Capturc of U. S. Aviators by thc neomy.
4.. Propcr indoctrination concerning thc conduct of

prisoncrs of war whon strong durcss is applicd by a ruthless cncmy
is onc of considcrable difficulty. It is belicved, howcver, that
caroful bricfing of personncl with rcgord to information which may
bc imparted to the cnemy only as 2 last resort will to a great
cxoent lessen the dangor of disclosurc of valuable intelligenco,

5, T+ is not bclieved desirable to lay down rulcs of an
inflexiblce naturc in this regard., In bricfing pilots and membors
of thoir crows, however, it is suggested that Tesk Forcc Commanders
be guided by the situation as of the time of the operation, and
+thot information which may be discloscd under the conditions en-
visagod above should be uniform for all porsonncl involved, The
informotion so imparted must nccessarily sound pleusiblc, and should
be unifornm in so far as .all hands arc conccrncd, It neced not nce-
cgsarily be corrcct and should, if practicable, constitute informa-
+ion which i1l in fact tond to doceive the enemy rather than assist
him, particularly during thc carly phascs of an opcration,

6, In ordor to insurc that the cnemy docs not obtoin
inportent informction regarding futurc plens and communication ine-
%c1ligenec, officcrs and cnlisted porsonncl having detailed know-
ledgo of those should not be scnt on combat missions over cnemy
torritory. Planc ercws on such nissions should be given only such
information as thoy nced to know to carry out tho mission,
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T. J. KING,
Copy to:
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Pac=J051=ha UNITTD STATSS PACIFIC FL™TT
A8/A16-2 AND PACIFIC OCTAN ARTAS

Koadquarters of the Commonder in Chicf
Scrial 001516

November 17, 1943,

Froms: Commandcr in Chicfy U. 'S, Pacifie Flecot and
Pacific Oeccen Arcas,
Tos: A11 Flag Officcra, Pacific Occan Arcas.
A1l Harinc Ceneral Officcrs, Pacific Occan Arcass
Commanding Generaly Us S. Army Forces, Gcontral Pacific
Arcay
Subjects Capturc of U. S. Aviators by the Thonys
£ Reference: (a) Cominch Sceret ltme FFL/A16-2, Scrial 002418 of
(i /. November 1943,
Tnelosurc: (L) Copy of rcfercnco (a),
ik rnolosure (4) is forwarded for information and compliance.
2 Comnorpac. and Comsopac arc requosted to cnsure that the
contonts of onelosurc (4) arc disscminated to Commanding Generals of 1U,S.
. Lrmy Forecs within their rospoctive arcas, -
Cwile, NILIITZ:
“
Copy te:
Comineh.
Comsowecspac,
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Flagz Secretery
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