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NAVY 

CONF1 DbN'fI!tT:r--

DEPART M ENT 

WASHINGTON 

11 September 19/,.0, 

From: The Secretary of the Navy. 
To: All Naval a nd Mar i ne Corps Activiti es Concerned . 

SOSED-0-Kr- 9/11 
(SC) LL/Pl 9-l 

Subj ec t : Legisl ation llli:lking usua l CiviJ. 8eJ0 vice procedure inapplicabl e 
to employees whosn i•mnedia t e r err.ove.l f r om empl oyment is in 
t he opinion of the Secr .:i t&ry of' thf::, He.vy warranted by t he 
demands of na tional s ee:urity . 

Ref erence : 
( a ) Navy Dept . Circ . Let. , on se.m,: :mbjel.'! t, dated 2L~ July 1940, SOSED-

4- SM. 

Enclosure : (Her ewith) 
(A) Copy of ConficlGntia l White House in.:;t ruc t:!.ons to Head s of Depa rtments , 

Es t ablishments and Agencies of t he I•'edcral Government , da t ed Augu::; t 
17 , 1940, s igned by Willi am H. McRcynolds, Administra tive Ass i s t a nt 
to t he Pre sidont . 

1. This i s a supp}(;)ln ;;nt to r efer::mcc (a ). 

2 . Al though the proct,dur e net f orth .i.n confidential Encl osure~ (A) 
he r ev,i th applies onl y to Cl!.SG:3 arisi r.g under S,:?ct ion 9 (e. ) of t he Ha t ch Act, 
and mder Secti on 15 (f) of t he E1;i0rgency ReHef Act of 1941 , i t i s di r ect ed 
t hat thi s procedure be followed by t hG Navy Dc,pnrt ment for ca ses a rising 
u nder Sect .ion 6 of the /I.ct of J une 28 , 19!+0 (Publ i c No . 671 - 76th Congress), 
v1hich cover s ea ser-; of c1vili:rn c::1ploy0•::,s of thG Navt:l Estc.bl i shment whose 
r emova l i s war rant ed bv t he d-.)m•mds of nc. V.o,1nl se curity , The Depo.r t rnent' s 
c i r culc.r .lett,, r of 24 July 1940 (-ref e r ence (a ) , :, et f orth the method of pre­
s enU ng such ca ses to t h e Nov y Dep~: r t ment by t he Burecus , Off ice s a nd Heads 
of Field Es t nolish:m,:mt s of the Nlw y. No chP.ng0 is r-equi r.:.:d i n such p:rocad­
urc , bu t f or the :.nformHt ion of r.11 conce!'ned t he r e L, s e t f or th be l ow the 
s t ep s tha t r:ill bu t a.ken by thG NllV'J Dopc.rtraent on r eceipt of r e commenda­
t i ons f or r emovals under Soct ion 6 of the Act, of ,June 28 , 1911.0, ti o t h:~t the 
D,!pa rtm6nt I s :>.c t ion mc.y conform to thr:lt set f or t h i n t ha Whi tc House confi­
d ,.mt i e l ci r cular, dnt ed 17 Augus t 19/4.0 . 

3 , Thr:t procedure , in br i ef , is tho.t the Nnv-.r Depnrtmrmt, r.f t er re­
ceivi ng ~-·ecommendut ions f r om t he Fi el d or t ho Depc.r tmont nl Bureau s r..nd Of­
f ices , "Till r equest an indep!mdent invaBti [ ~tj on by t he Federr,l Bur ec.u of 
I nvestigr.tion o~N~~~t., ~f J ~stice fo:::- thosu c,.se s t hnt j u s t ify 
such c ction . To~ 1Ei;'thei'e'.1. ~(~ , 8tf~ .. ~ iH~ , ~ftg pr ocedure i s P.r cs cr ibed: 
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(c.) 

(b) 

( c) 

Upon present ation t o t he DepGrt,.1ent of c,:ses c.ri sing under 

the Ha tch Act, under the Er:icr gancy :qel:ief Act of 1941, or 

under the Act of ~8 J une 1940, the M;sistnnt Secretr ry of 

the Nov-J (Shore E::. t n.bl i shr1cnts Divi :.:;i on) shtll rno.ke a cc.r e­

f ul revier; ,ind cull t hose cr.~e s nhich do not jus t i f y de­

t ni L ld invcsti g~·i;ion h-J the Fed8r 2l Bure<1.u of Invcsti gc­

t i on. 

The Ass.ifi'G[•.nt Sccr ekr y of the N..:.vy (Shoru Estubl:!.sh;acnt s 

Di vi cion) shc:.11 , thorer ftm· , pr ep:::·.r e F.. confid0nti£:.l l etter 

for the s ignatur e of tho Assi stc.ut Secrctf-:r y of the Navy, 

to the Fedcr e.l Bureau of I nve::.1tig:.,tfon, TTe.~hingt on, D. C. , 

~7i t h <'- copJr t o the Office of N,.-.v:::l Intdli genco cm d to the 

Cor,.me.nd,~nt or ot her offici.: 1 originc..ting t ho r ecomr!lendG.t i on 

(fo r use of t ;u.J Dist r ict Int elli gence Officer) , r equesti ng 

t ha t th::} Federa l Bur oau of InvestigEt i on 1:1!;>.k e t he necessary 

inves tigo.t j_on and r eport r esults t o tho Nevy Dep,,,_rtr.1ent . 

On r eceipt of such r eport f rom the l<'edcr c l Bureau of' Inves­

tigE.'. tion, the of fice of the Assi s t c.nt Secre t .:-:.ry of the Nl:'.vy 

(Shore Es t a blishments Divis ion) shnl l .:mc.lyze the r esult s 

a nd prepar e e. l e t,·i;er for the s i em:.t uro of th.J Se cr ot r.ry of 

the Na vy set t ing f ort h the c:ction to be t aken in ec.ch such 

case . A copy of thi s r:.ction letter shal l be f ur nished to 

t he Office of Nuvr. l Intel li~ence . 

Lm:I S COHPTON 
ACTI NG. 

DEPT. DI DT . 
rv,v,vr, vii ,vrrr c. n d rx. 

~ ~"'"tn9mde to ..... .......... , 

Au:··: ~ (9{~1.>.8. ................. .. 
p ___ 9-( 5.Ef .. ~ Unit: .&.£:I f.~~-
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(COPY) ----
'i'U:E: \-.}U'i'E !-iOUGE 

\:J,SHINGTON 

Aui:;ust 17, 1940. 

TO THE HE/1DS OF DEP /i.RTi'.'iENTS, :CST/,DLI SnfjEi-lTS, !,ND 
AGENCIES O:F THE FEDERAL GOVEfu'fi-iE~I'I'. 

Under the provisions of Section 9A \)f t he lfotch Act, it is unlrmful 
for c.ny person employe<l in eny c~.paci·i;y by a.ny cgency of the Federal Gov­
ernment r,hosc compen::;ation, or any pc.rt thernof, is pc:.id from funds r.,uthor­
ized or appropriated by any i::.ct of Congres s -c,o have raomborship in r.ny po­
li tice.l party or orc;nnization r:hich v.dvoc .. '. t Gi..i the overthro•., of our consti­
tutionf'.1 form of Government in the United Stntes. It is further provided 
that any person violeting th,3se provisions o:i.' the Act shr.11 be imraedil,tcly 
removed from the position or office held by him. 

T'ne Emcreency Relief Act of 191;.l provides .:, s follor:s : 

11Section 15(f) No r.licn, no Communist, [,ml no mer.:ber of e..ny 
Na zi Dund Orgnnization shea.11 1:Je given enployment or continued 
in emplo:{l!!ent on any ,··ork proj ect pros ecuted under the r, ppropria­
tions conta ined in this joint resolution and no :part of the money 
c.ppropri a tad in this joi nt resolution shall be available ·co pny 
~ny person r:ho has no L mack or ·.: ho does not :mu.ke c.ffidavi t as to 
United St0.t 0s ci t.izenship ::.nci t o the effect thct he is not a Cora-­
munist and not a .-aember of r::.ny lfr.zi Bund OrGt..nizntion. 11 

These f.cts r0sarding subversive. f.!nd relc. t ed r.cti vi tfos point cler-.rly 
to the f eet thc t it is the decirc of the Con6ress t o k lrn all possible pre­
ct~ utions to insure the integrity and loyo.l ty of Feuern.l 0mployaes, p c:.rticu­
i e.rlY in this emerg,:mcy. 'l'he President, shr.res t hi s desire . 

r"..dequ.:.,_te pr ovisions (::].r.Je.c1y s0e;:,1 to hc.ve be<:;n mt.de for investiga ting 
the bc'ckgrounds und r-3cords o.f p~ospective Federul employees . 'i'he point 
at ·:ihich definite a ction should nor; be t aken relates to r esponsibilities in 

nnecti on ,,:i. th inve::;tigatiom: involving 1:1r.tters which pertc1.in to possible 
;~deral criminal viola tions or subversive i:.cti vi ties on the part of em-
ployees \':ho are in the r.;ervicc of the Government. 

7 NCLOSURE (A) , 
J:!--= 
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It is essential thut inve:;tigat.ions of this chur ,:cter be cc-.r ofully con­

due t ed a nd the. t they be mc..de b'J trc:ined people . They proper J.y fall ,ri thin 

the ca t egory of investieations m1.1de by the Feder£.l I3urec1.11 of Investigation 

of t he Depnrtmont of Juuti.ce . Agr eement hc1 s, thorefo1·e , been reached vii th 

the Depc.rt:ient of J m;ticc t o h~ve the Feder e.l Bur eau of Investigation serve 

as the clea ring house a nd invG::-tigntj_ng agency for ce.ses 5.nvolving the in­

tegrity, loyalty, and possible snbvers:i.ve r,ctivities of 1'"'ederal empl oyees . 

Such investi6a tion:; ot e11pl oyeDs in t he Fecler ~.l Service r:ill be under­

taken b-.f the Federal Bm·e1:.u of Investie;ntion only upon the r equest of the 

h ead of the e.ppropri c:t e Departr.1ent or i:~gency , so fnr as provj_sions of Sec­

tion 9A of th·3 Ha tch Act .::md Section 15 (f ) of t.he lliergency Reli ef Act of 

1941 a r e concerned. ~t Dh?u.ld be un~er;;tood, . of co1~rse , t ha t the heeds of 

Deuar t oents and cgencie ~; m.11 thomse.Lves e~i!Yil.ne. te ·.;he . hun~reds of ca ses 

learly based upon mJre va[:,'Ue ru111or s.nrl r:i.LJ. r efer to 1:,he licdcr al 13ure i:u 

c f Investiga tion only those cu:se3 t hnt seero. to justif y dckil ed inve stiga­

~- n s that cun be ma<le 1,ri.th t he facilitien avnilRble through that Bureau. 

Tti~s will keep t he total number of r equi r ed invest i gt, tions within r ef>.son­

a ble end y,orl-w.blc tounds . 

:;hen a r equest .for e n inve s-ti g2t i.on of t his chc. rn.cter i s made by the 

head of i:t Depe.r tment or c goncy, the; F'eder.:,.l Bur eau of' Invectiga tion ,,ill 

make e.n a ppropriate inve::;tiec.ti.on and snbmiL the resultinp, r eport to the 

h ead of t,hc Department or ,J.c;ency for &uch :1ct.fon as th::t head ;;iay rlish to 

t e.lce on hi s omi r esponsibility. The report Y. i ll thus furnish need'Jd inforraa-

. ,..1hich t he head of t he Depc.rtuent or e.eency requiNS to rec.ch a. final 

tJ.on . f . ., d j ' ., t 
decision on the b..'1.s i s o c.n 1nrori:1e uuQ:tun • 

l t is t heref ore , suggested truct this }Jrocedur c be follo1,ed in the fu-

' 1 ' .1.h ..-, d 1 (' i 
. in those cnses r:here emp oye ,~s in 'J e 1•e er ::. ..:.erv ce t•re suspected 

tur~-i.ola tine provi~ions of Section 9A o.f tl:e llat ch :\ct and Section 15(f) 

~~ t he Emcrr;ency Rel i fJf J,ct of 1941 r e r;Lr durg ollog0d subversive activities. 

( , , ··r rr > ( • • ~ d 
;;i / \ 1f.'l. ,.. • :'!IC.ti.QynO.L 3 • 

Admini s tra tive Assist,:nt 
to the Pr esi dent. 

~ nowngra 
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