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CONFI DENTIAL 

From: 

To: 

SUBJECT : 

Reference : 

31 March 1941 

Commandant Fifth Naval District . 

The Chief of Naval Operations . 

Pov,er l ines and wat er mains to Havy Yard and 

Naval Operating Base - p0ssibility of sabotage 

of . 

(a) Telephone conversation between Rear 

Admiral R. E. I nger soll, USN . and Capt ai n 

A. s . Farquhar , USN . of 27 1!ar ch 1941. 

1. The l ocal ci vil authorit i es a r e unabl e to 

afford adequate protection f or power l ines to the Navy Yard 

against Sabotage . They can protect the mai n power plant i n 

NorfoD< and the Sub Stati on in Portsmouth in an emergency, 

but can only off er such protect i on f or a short period due to 

shortage of personnel. Protection would not be offered unti l 

an emer gency v1as indicated. They cannot protect water supply 

and mains . 

2. The Commanding General of the 3rd Artillary 

Defense Area. has available a force of t wo Bat talions (687 

troops) for the protection of the Norfol k area agai nst in­

ternal di sorder . This force woul d have to be ordered out 

nor mall y by the War Depar tment through official channel s . 

The Con.'llil.nding Gener al assured the Commandant of his cooper­

ation should an emer gency arise . He did not r equest that the 

Navy take over thi s duty . 

3. I n the Fi fth Naval District, there are 350 

Marines at the Marine Bar racks , Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth, 

Virginia, and 200 Marines at the Marine Barracks , Naval Oper­

ating Base, Norfol k , available for protection of power lines 

and water mai ns to t he Navy Yard and the Naval Operating Base 

in an emergency. This number f l uctuates f r om day to day and 

a somewhat smal l er for ce woul d have to be counted on . These 

1farines coul d ,onl y be used t emporarily as the majority of them 

are assigned to the Sea School at the Navy Yar d and a l ar ge 

number are usually awaiting trans fer at the Naval Operati ng 

:Base . 
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31 March 194l. 
CONFIDENTIA~ 

CONFI DENTIAL 

SUBJECT : Power lines and water mains to Navv Yard 

and Naval Operating Base - possi biii ty of 

Sabotage to. 

4. The Navy Yard has its ovm power pl ant with-

in the limits of the Yard and only draws on the l ocal power 

company to meet peak loads. Sabotage to l ocal power lines 

would not result in a shut down at the Navy Yard. 

5. The water supply to the Navy Yard is dravm 

from Suffolk, Virginia and is brought by mains 22 miles to 

Portsmouth . If interrupted, it \r/Oul d cut off that city en­

tirely from its vrater supply and would cause the Navy Yard 

power plant to shut down completely. A reservoir is now under 

construction which, when completed, would enable the yard to 

continue operation for one day under normal conditi ons. 

6. The Naval Operating Base derives all its 

water, light and power from the Norfolk water and power plants 

and any Sabotage t? the electr~c lines would cut off all light 

and r,ower . There is a r eservoir at the Base which contains 

suppl y sufficient t o last that station normally for one day.a 
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