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MOST CONFIDENTIAL.

UNiTeED StaTeEs Naval Forces,
OrerATING IN Evroreax WATERS,
" E “ .S, s, s Menvinie,” FragsHip,
3 _ ) « Base Ste, Mareh 29, 1918.

From: Foree Commander,
To: United States Destroyer Flotilias operating in European waters.
Subject: Depth charge tacties.

1. The following instructions. with blue prints, are issued for use of the destrover flotillas.  Additional
mstruetions will be issued from time to time as found necessary,

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS.

2 - . . & —_—
Subiarine’s mean speed 1= assumed as T knots,
Submarine will probably <ubmerce at best speed to 150 10 200 feet, taking approximately two minutes,
A ' then will probably make Tow <peed to avobl heing pieked up by listening deviees,
b ! i <l [¥ 1 u

Mean speed of destrover assumed as 20 knots.

Tactical data of specimen curves taken from Eriesson’s eurves,

When two destrovers are available for attacking submarine, the first attacking destrover should turn with
18 aview of allowing second attacking destrover to reach point of submergence in least possible time and with

m, D. 0., June 8, 1918 least mancuvering necessary, provided that first destvover will not be delaved in reaching point of submergence.

the guidance of vessels of the First destrover shonld ilnlil(-:linlnly indicate which \\';l}’ <he will turn |:_\.' sounding her whistle, one blast for

skl ) starboard and two blast= for port. The signal <hould he repeated before arriving at submarine’s point of

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE,

LR WELLESJ,V ) submergence.
United St@#;sl' teallvy' ’efnce A buoy should be thrown over by first destroyer upon arriving at point of submergenee.  One or more
Naval Intetirg caleium torch pot= secured to huoy will make it an easy one to Keep in sight by dav or night.

First destrover should keep carclul lookout on area being civeled by second destroyver and viee versa,

First charge dropped by fitst destrover while submarine is submerging should be set for 100 feet.  All
other charges <hould be set for 150 feet. provided depth of water will ]){-l]‘ﬁ]it the 150-foot setting.

To allow for delayed action of firing meehanism, pistols should be set to fire at about 75 feet less than
depth of water shown on chart.
‘ All depth charges shall be kept on safe during dark or thick weathe

[ 1 rand at =uch other times as stated in
CXIStInge orders.
t ond

PLATE «A.”

y A o} iy o . . o 4 N o Ig o !l 4 . - 2. e »
» : Curves represent locus of o <ubmarine’s most probable position for ecach minute after

: - submerging, mean
. , speed of submarine 71 knote,

PLATE “B.”

Showing intervals for dropping depth charges. Note that with 10 and 15 second intervals a submarine
making 74 knots will arrive in danger zone of second depth charee i ease she Just cleared danger zone of first
charge. Fweniv-second mterval is <hown to be too vreat an interval,

CASE L

Showing paresuit curve of one destrover which sithts perscope about 650 vards distant.
5 If submarine holds steady course. she <hould be <eronsly damaced by tirst five depth charges dropped,
Commanding officer l

left 1= made.

of destrover chooses 1ot nghin op left - This ease ilnstrates procedure where turn to

r -
Che patterng mincde b 0w ebseess B stein s eae Teoii eiel depth chiarge projector, 1= <hown i hlye

prints at that point where destroy e will overrahe <obmarine . ~alonaime speed 78 knots. destrover speed 20
e knots, Depth charges show i ais SO
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CASE 1I.

Showing pursuit curves of two destroyers when first destroy.
charges.

Second destroyer drops several ch
attempted to reverse her course. Buoy dropped by first

second destroyer regarding distance to be passed abeam.

wiroyel
Note that both destroyers are free to manceuver without danger from depth charges. ISach desti
should finish run near center of other's circle.

g o aen of Tour
er turns to left after making pattern ©

: ; . . ase she has
arges before turning to left in order to cut off submarine in st

-ayat
: 4 et ]voasse
destroyer at point of submergence will greath

CASE 111

witzer

er when fitted with a depth charge lhg(:t other
" from which destroyer turns and t;n

IS turning and are so placed as to 2
Howitzer charges shown by circular dots.
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